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Some Cross-Country Squawks on Beer 
§. Awaits the Day 


“« 


Filed Early as U. 


Chicago, April 3. 
Advocates of repeal’ thinking 
‘ahead to the need for 36 states in- 
dorsing the 18th Amendment rub- 
* out are a bit worried over possible 
excesses on ‘beer night,’ April 7. 
“Beer deliveries can’t start from 
* breweries until midnight (6). 
General consensus of the sagacious 
“hereabouts is that it was a fool- 
ishly greedy stunt to designate 


- Thursday as the beer welcome night. 


“Saturday would have been better, 
with ample time to get the suds 
distributed through the city by then. 
- Much apprehension also that the 
“late release of legal beer will result 
in bootleggers’ stocks and near-beer 
being substituted during the first 


* night. 


iore conservative. places such as 
Henrici’s will close at their regu- 
lar hour and make no effort to par- 
ticipate. Better type restaurants 
expect to keep beer and serve it “ut 
not to stress the fact. However, 
there will be plenty of local foam 
parlors dedicated to beer. Merchan- 
dize Mart, where NBC has its head- 
quarters, will have a special beer 
grill for men only. 

“tate-Congress here 
Gayety, Milwaukee, are the first 
midwestern burlesque houses to 
adopt beer. Or, rather, to bring it 
back, for both houses were beery 
in the old days. Rathskellars in 
the cellars of theatres are contem- 
plated. Meanwhile bottled beer 
will be hawked in the orchestra at 
the State-Congress. 

Rialto and Star and Garter will 
probably sell bottled beer, the same 
as pop, in the audience, but no fur- 
ther expansion of policy is contem- 
plated. 


and the 


N. Y¥. Optimistic 

The New York roadhouses look 
to the beer thing as a natural this 
summer. They figure it'll raise a 
big load from them, for protection, 
and are joyous at the prospect of 
selling the legalized brew and just 
the mixing waters for those who 
bring their own bottles. 

Additional space, amounting to 
350 square feet, has been leased by 
.- Sandy Thompson adjacent to his 
Saratoga club, in Harlem, for con- 
version into a beer garden. It will 
be known as the ‘East Indian Beer 
Garden’ and open for business Fri- 
day (7), if and when beer is okay. 

A new revue will be staged for 
the opening of the garden. 


Milwaukee’s Price Ideas 
Milwaukee, April 3. 

The local citizenry has risen in 
wrath against the announced price 
of $2.60 a case of 24 12-ounce bottles 
and about $16 for a 31-gallon bar- 
rel, 

Protestors point to the fact that 
cost of labor and ingredients has 
shrunk greatly since 1918, when beer 
had its last fling, but, so far, 
brewers have not shown much will- 


v 





9 Peelers 


Irving Place theatre, New 
York, stock burlesque, is ex- 
perimenting with nine different 
strippers in one show. It’s a 
record number of peelers for 
one burly troupe. 


Idea is to find out if the 
customers want stripping, or 
stripping. 
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| 
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the | 


ingness to lower the price. It is 
their contention that the great cost 
of putting plants back into shape | 
' 

(Continued on Page 43) 





Radio Education 
Supplants Books 
In Long Beach 


Long Beach, Cal., April 3. 


Deprived of several schools de- 


stroyed in the earthquake, neces- 
this city’s 
use the 
of 
struction daily for all of its junior 
of the 


sitating outdoor classes, 


Zoard of Education will 


radio for onehalf hour in- 


high schools, and several 
grammar grades. 

CBS’s daily American School of 
the Air is to be the program util- 
ized for this ether education. 

Daily use of the air feature was 
determined at a meeting of the 
board as a means of teaching his- 
tory, literature and other subjects 
through the CBS aramatizations. 
Loss of school books and _ other 
equipment in the quake clinched 
the wholesale use of radio for edu- 
cation, a departure that it is 
claimed would never have been 
considered but for the conditions of 
the schools following the calamity. 

City schools will use the printed 
manuals suppiied by CBS to en- 
hance the daily broadcasts which 
come to the outdoor classes through 
loud speaker systems. 





Just a Rough Idea of How, 
N. Y. Hotels Bid for Biz’ 


How the 
midtown hotel, east of Fifth 
nue, New York, are bidding for} 
business, has attracted attention in | 
hotel circles. Announcements have |} 
been mailed to any number of! 
prospective guests, inviting them to 
the hotel's ‘Over Night C 
ro join, one merely has to sign the! 
-egister, single or double. 

It is an invitation or 
the effect that the hotel 
guests without baggage. 
ment that if a 
persons) last train,’ the 
hotel is and pajamas, 
tooth brush and razor will be 
plied without other than 
regular rates for rooms. 
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STS RADIO'S RITZ 





FTHE DEY FS | N Stooges Organize to Play All Benefits; 


TO SHOWMANSHIP 


Effete East Side Merchan- 
dising Sharps Admit the 
Air Needs Frank Show 
Values — Not Merely a 
Bally of Sales’ Graphs— 
Exec Invasion Follows 
Stage Talent’s Dominance 
of Air Waves 





FEW 100% AIR NAMES 





Radio’s antipathy to anything of, 
from or by Broadway, which not so 
long ago was used by those of the 
radio business as a permanent 
theme song of hate, has gradually 
reduced in volume to a weak whis- 
per. For Broadway, which was 
once the term used by radio to de- 
scribe show business, has taken 
radio over, body and soul, top and 
bottom, hook, line and sinker. 

That which the original broad- 
casting people fought so long and 
strenuously — show business — has 
reached into every important phase 
of radio, and thus far hasn't lost a 
decision. Showmen, both actors 
and managers, are having a cinch 
proving their superiority in the new 
show business, with radio now defi- 
nitely a part of the business which 
it once fought to keep out. 

While inevitable, it happened 
when those who declared they 
would do without show business 
and showmen, commenced to bor- 
row from showmen for their own 
sustenance. Meanwhile the Broad- 
way attitude remained lukewarm to 
radio, but show business was grad- 
ually steamed up about the new 
field when that field, finding itself 
unable to get by on its own, en- 
couraged the migration of Broad- 
way to east of Fifth avenue. 

Air Stars, B’way. Products 

Starting from. the top and reading 
down, the big stars of radio are, 
with very few exceptions, of Broad- 
way antecedents. A recent coun- 
try-wide analysis of the radio pub- 


(Continued on page 30) 





What a Break 





Hallywood, April 3. 

Every Hollywood bit player 
wants to make Fox's extra 
call. for April .10-11, when 
studio needs 237 people to 
drink beer in a beer garden 
scene for ‘My Lips Betray.’ 
The new 3.2% beer will be 
used, with regular $5 and $7.50 
checks paid. 

Decision to use real beer 
when studio discovered 
for ‘Five Cents A Glass,’ 
near beer 


came 
that 


now in production, 

caused more burps than the 
real stuff, spoiling many feet 
of film. 














1,000 Inaugurals 


First week of release found 
over 1,000 sets of the recording 
of the recent inaugural cere- 
monies in Washington disposed 
of by Columbia Phonograph to 
dealers. 

Event was stenciled on three 
12-inch platters, the recorders 
using CBS broadcast wires for 
the pickup, and no royalty paid 
the network. 











Studios Withhold 
Sluff Yarn Sales; 
Fear Horse Laff 


Hollywood, April 3. 


Plans of Metro, Paramount, Fox 
and Radio to sell their surplus story 
material to other producers has so 
far been a blank with only one or 
two sales made owing to executive 
interference. In each case where 
the agency commissioned to sell the 
yarns has reported a producer in- 
terested in a particular story, the 
studio owning it has refused to 
sell, figuring that if a comvetitor 
saw possibilities in it, it should re- 
main at home. 

Listing of the stories in catalogs 
has brought laughs due to the in- 
accuracies in synopses. At Para- 
mount, before the catalog was sent 
out, producers were requested to 
give the list a final once-over to 
make certain that they were fami- 
liar with everything to be sold, and 
should they see any possibilities in 
a particular story it would be held 
out. 

Synopsis Warped 

Several of the Par producers re- 
quested stories be withdrawn after 
reading the synopses. In one case, 
a producer insisted he had never 
read the story before and that it 
looked to him like good material. 
When the original was delivered, it 
was a story he had worked on for 
several months, but it could never 
be recognized by the synopsis. 

In other cases, studios refused to 
let stories out when they found that 
opposition producers were _ inter- 
ested. Fear was that writers who 


(Continued on Page 43) 





Social Torch Songs 


Chicago, April 3. 





Mrs. Furber Marshall, Gold Coast | 


Backstage Buffets Keeping Em Alive 





And now the stooges have organ- 
ized, impelled to get together be- 
cause of the actors’ move to quell 
the benefit racket, The stooge fa- 
vors and will play all benefits, and 
his meeting place is a Sixth avenue 
eatery. 

Title adopted is the ‘National As- 
sociation for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Stooges.’ By-laws of the 
organization read: 


The N. A. P. C. S. is not in sym- 
pathy with the ban against bene- 
fits, as this is the way we've been 
eating the past year, 

Complaints are to be filed with 
promoters of benefits suggesting 
elimination of buffet lunches, 
We'd like a few hot meals. 

Members are ordered not to 
take jobs until verifying that 
those they stooge for have, at 
least, some talent. 

Association is opposed to stars 
taking salary cuts, as it reflects 
on the social standing of the 
stooges. 

If animals are used in the act, 
stooges must insist on equal bill- 
ing. 

Second-hand clothes are not to 
be accepted if more than six 
months old, 


There is an N. A. P. C. S. presi- 
dent, Joe Frankenstein Plosky, who 
really is a stooge to a stooge. The 
v.-p. is Frank Swick, who claims to 
be understudy to Ted. Healy. The 
secretary is known as Baron Cohen, 
alleged to be an ex-pug and billed as 
the ‘monopede monologist.’ There 
should be a treasurer. 

Membership committee is holding 
up the application of Benny Baker, 
Lou Holtz’s stooge, on the grounds 
that he looks too well fed. Holtz is 
accused of staking Baker on the 
side, 





Gyps Reaping Harvest 
Through So. Cal. Quake 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Three gyps resulting from quake 
destruction, still not under control, 
are receiving the attention of city 
officials. They include sale of tick- 
ets for fake benefits, collection of 
old clothing and food for relief of 
the victims, and the charging of 
exorbitant prices for minor re- 
construction in homes. 

Latter has just come to the at- 
tention of city execs who are warne- 
ing the public that any official in- 
spector will carry proper identificae 
tion. Better Business Bureau, like- 
wise, has prepared a warning for 


citizens. 





Where Wanda Wound Up 
Tacoma, April 3. 






society matron, will sing torch Songs | 


for NBC. Artists’ Bureau secured } Wanda Hawley, old time film 
her for sustaining periods over} queen, packed them in at a local 
WMAQ. | department store here one day dem- 


Mrs. Marshall is reported to have! onstrating wash dresses. Store did 
| sung professionally at the Kit Cat] big business for Wanda was a good 
Club, ‘demonstrator. 
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$05,000,000 Tied Up on Coast Alone 


Forfends Moving Hollywood East 





Hollywood, in its physical entirety 
today, represents a dirt, frame and 
equipment of around $95,000,000, It 
would cost almost that much to 
transport the film colony to any 
eastern sector of the U. S., as acces- 
sories, etc., freighted to any newly 
acquired ground would almost dup- 
licate the present investment. That’s 
the best answer, therefore, to any 
talk about moving Hollywood east. 

Producers, getting back into the 
black, have definitely decided to let 
Hollywood remain in Hollywood—at 
least until salary cuts are not the 
theme of the day and interest on 
bonds is not in such shape where 
occasionally it witnesses one or 
more applications for receivership. 

Eollywood migration talk has 
been traced by industry investiga- 
tors to eager realtors and news- 
papers that were for coloring the 
quake reports along possible evacu- 
ation lines. 

1 Quake Per '4 Century’s Okay 

Filmdom, however, is willing to 
take a chance every 2— years on the 
quake stuff. Getting out of the red 
is more important than the moving 
van and realty ballyhoo. If, as the 
scientists predict it, Hollywood 
won't be badly shaken up for an- 
other quarter of a century, the time 
to move is ample. Better Holly- 
wood and a quake than no Holly- 
wood at all, is the reasoning. 

Realtors from South Carolina as 
well as New Jersey, Florida and 
Long Island are still keeping the 
eastern Hollywood idea well propa- 
gandized. One of the boys from 
S. C. last week sheeted New York 
home offices with a 6,500-acre At- 
lantic front property. That land 
with its marshland for a backdoor 
would be excellent for convict pic- 
tures. There were enough trves for 
mounted police stories and bare flat 
spots for westerns. Also the At- 
lantic at the front was ideal for 
south sea pictures. 

What the realtors and the propa- 
gandists all overlook, point out 
some spokesmen, is that prices for 
air fields, marshlands, etc. in the 
east are just as low in the west. 
What then would producers do with 
that Hollywood property? Any 
exodus of the film companies would 
send the coast lands back to prairie 
prices, in the minds of filmdom’s 
mathematicians, 

Too Much Cash Outlay 

Again, coast property couldn’t be 
sold immediately. Acquiring new 
land elsewhere would mean a cash 
outlay. And in between, or during 
the period of transit and construc- 
tion elsewhere, two sets of studios 
would have to be kept going. 

So, say the wise men of the in- 
dustry, think up another one. 

Reports that companies were in- 
terested in the sale of the Massa- 
pequa air field and some acreage at 
Glen Cove got all over Proadway 
last week as first ‘evidence’ of a new 
Hollywood. 

But, they were just reports, Para- 
mount is still paying out around 
$500,000 a year to keep the Astoria 
plant in darkness, and there are a 
score more of smaller studios which 
would like to see some business. 
Should that pilgrimage eastward 
ever be made, industry spokesmen 
maintain, it will certainly give first 
consideration to established studio 
properties before consulting realtors 
about more groundage. 


That Makes It $362,000 


Hollywood, April 3. 

‘Walking Down Broadway,’ which 
Eric Von Stroheim made for Fox 
last fall at a cost of around $300,- 
000, was reshot.at a cost of $62,000 
and will be released under the title, 
‘Hello, Sister.’ 

Retakes were made by Edwin 
Burke and Al Werker, neither of 
whom will get screen credit, as 
Von Stroheim’s contract called for 
him having it. 











ONLY $200,000 


H. G. Wells’ Price for Original 
Story for Films 





Hollywood, April 3. 

H. G. Wells has notified studios 
here that he has an original idea 
for a picture which he will sell for 
$200,000. He requests studios in- 
terested, through his agent, to send 
one to England to discuss his idea, 

H. G. apparently hasn’t heard of 
the cuts. 





50-50 Break 





Hollywood, April 3. 

Screen Writers Guild, in its 
attempt to organize the scrib- 
blers, made a list of all screen 
writers receiving credits. List 
totaled 600. 

When Shakespeare, Dick- 
ens, Voltaire, Balzac and oth- 
ers of the immortals were 
crossed off, 300 recognized 
screen writers remained. 

—From ‘Variety's’ 
wood Bulletin. 
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HOLLYWOOD ISLAND 
AT CHI FAIR IRKSOME 


Chicago, April 3. 
Hollywood building at the World’s 
Fair is still the big headache to the 
Exposition management from re- 
ports. Because of the proposed site 
on an island and the need for driv- 
ing piles deep into the ground the 
lowest building estimates start 
around $180,000. This apparently 
sends the cost question out of 
reach. 
Anyhow the proposition is still 
unsettled. 








Agents Give Hollywood 
Go-Bye as Fee, Rent Savers 


Hollywood, April 3. 


With city and state license fees 
for agencies due April 1, a number 
of agents are planning the removal 
of their offices from Hollywood to 
Beverly Hills, where the total li- 
cense is $10 against Hollywood fees 
of $100 for the city license and 
$115 for the state permit. 
Already the Jessie Wadsworth, 
Max Shagrin and Hoffman-Robin- 
son agencies have taken space in 
Beverly Hills office buildings, with 
others planning to follow during the 
next two weeks. 

Another factor in Beverly fa- 
voritism is the low rentals. Suites 
can be had in new buildings for as 
low as $15 and $20 per room. 
General movement is under way 
among the agents to get away from 
the established Hollywood-Vine lo- 
eations. Joyce-Selznick are plan- 
ning to move into their own build- 
ing, next door to the Hollywood 
A.C. building. Harry Weber recently 
moved to a dwelling house on 
Hollywood Blvd. Others contem- 
plate locating in private houses, 
figuring that besides the saving in 
rent, it gives the agency a better 
flash in its own building, and makes 
the contact between agent and 
client less commercial. 

Homes leased by agents rent for 
from $60 monthly upwards. Similar 
accommodations in an office build- 
ing in Hollywood office buildings 
would run fully $150 monthly. 


Split Billing 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Philip Klein, with the Fox story 
department for the past five years, 
now gets the title of story editor, 
sharing the duties of Julian John- 











son, who has been heading the 
story department without official 
title. 


Under the new setup Johnson will 
buy all stories, which will then be 
made ready for the screen under 
Klein’s supervision. 





DOROTHY TREE’S 2D FILM TRY 


Dorothy Tree of legit gets an- 
other film chance, this time with 
Columbia. William Morris _ office 
has set her for a termer. 


Miss Tree had a brief trial at 
Paramount a couple of years ago. 
She was on Broadway in ‘Clear All 


Wires’ this season, 


JANET READE LOOKS IN 


Janet Reade and Harry Cohn, the 
Columbia prez, talking it over for 
a picture try. 

Walter Batchelor, Miss Reade’s 
agent-husband (recently reconciled 
after a split) is trying to sell his 
wife as a Mae West picture type. 








‘ 4 F a ie 
WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Paradise, New York. 
The Los Angeles “Herald-Ex- 
press” said: “Will Mahoney, the 
show stopper, has an_ especially 
constructed xylophone to be played 
with the feet! ,.. some feat! (par- 
don the pun). Whatever you do, 
don’t miss Mahoney.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


MARXES-KATZ’ FIRST 
PROD., ‘OF THEE I SING’ 


Hollywood, April 3. 

With the four Marx Brothers 
having signed a five year contract 
to make pictures for Producing 
Artists, Inc., Sam Katz’s organiza- 
tion, their first picture will be ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ starting the middle of 
June, possibly at the United Ar- 
tists studio, with Norman McLeod 
leaving Paramount to direct. No 
release set. 

With his associates, Max Gordon 
and Sam H. Harris, Sam Katz plans 
to open offices in Hollywood this 
week, 

Also set forth they have sufficient 
finances, but source of bankroll they 
are disinclined to disclose. 

Katz has been at Universal sev- 
eral times recently discussing the 
possibility of a release of any prod- 
uct his company would make. Un- 
derstood that the Laemmles are 
willing to negotiate with Katz on a 
straight releasing basis only. 

















Understanding in New York is that 
Chicago money is behind the Katz- 
Gordon picture venture. Financing, 
from the report, is coming from 
Greenenbaum & Sons, Loop invest- 
ment firm with whom Katz for- 
merly had dealings through the 
Balaban & Katz circuit. 





Fair’s Show People 





Show people in on the World’s 
Fair in one form or another are 
Earl Carroll, Paul Ash and Ted 
Leeper. Leeper, manager of the 
New York Paramount for many 
years, has a 15 months’ contract to 
handle the carbide display at the 
fair for Union Carbide Co. 

Carroll, who recently made a trip 
to Chicago on the matter, is said to 
be planning a musical show in as- 
sociation with Balaban & Katz. 

Ash may act as musical director. 
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Is Zat So? 





Hollywood, April 3. 

At a recent Hollywood open- 
ing a vaude actor who was 
standing in the mob outside of 
the theatre heard the an- 
nouncement from the carriage 
starter for Mr. Warner’s car, 
Mr. Lasky’s car and Mr. Ka- 
hane’s car. 

He began to laugh, and said 
that. next year this time, at an 
opening, you will hear them 
cal] for ‘Mr. Warner's bicycle; 
Mr. Lasky’s skates and Mr. 
Kahane’s kiddie kar.’ 


REPORT THALBERG SET 
AS MGM UNIT FILMER 


Irving Thalberg, despite all ru- 
mors, is not through with pictures 
or with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. He’s 
all set to go back to production 
with that company as soon as health 
permits, which is believed to be 
within a few weeks, 

According to an agreement re- 
ported to have been drawn up, Thal- 
berg will go back to Metro as an as- 
sociate producer with a full produc- 
tion unit of his own. He will make 
10 to 12 pictures yearly under this 
arrangement, the only studio stip- 
ulation being that he must not 
make more than that number. 
Latter clause is at the advice of 
Thalberg doctors who fear over- 
work, 


L. A. Would Regulate 
Loud Speaker Ballyhoos: 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Proposed ordinance now before 
public welfare committee of City 
council, that is meeting with op- 
position from amusement interests, 
places loud speakers under regula- 
tion, with a license fee attached. 

Restrictions suggested are based 
on a code now in effect in San Fran- 
cisco, which limits the use of such 
speakers on autos to from 10 a. m. 
to 10 p. m., with no vehicle so 
equipped permitted to pass any one 
given point more than four times 
during a day. 

Motor bally must also remain 300 
feet distance from churches, schools, 
hospitals and funeral chapels. Vio- 
lation of the provisions of the Bay 
City ordinance is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of $500, or six 
months imprisonment, or both. 

Proposed local ordinance is spon- 
sored by the Better Pusiness Bureau, 
and is aimed primarily at cut rate 
stores which broadcast competitive 
prices, although the amusement 
bally provisions remain. 


Extra Work Drops 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Placement of extras slumped 750 
last week to 3,296, still about av- 
erage biz for these days and con- 
ditions. 

No big sets during the week, 
with 150 extras on one stage the 
top. 


Roach Separating Short 
And Feature Production 


Culver City, April 3. 

Separate unit for producing the 
Hal Roach features probably will be 
established when next season’s pro- 
gram is started. Feature director, 
writers and technical help would 
handle the three Laurel and Hardy 
full-length pictures, instead of the 
two-reeler staff as in the past, 

Other plans for next season again 
call for 40 shorts, including the two 
which Hal Roach may make in 
England. 


























Algiers Going on His Own 
Hollywood, April 3. 
‘Sid Algiers, production manager 
for M. H. Hoffman the past six 
years, has resigned and plans to 
produce independently under name 
of Sterling Pictures. 
He has taken offices at Metropoli- 
tan. 





Shields Scoring ‘Fra Diavolo’ 
Hollywood, April 3. 
LeRoy Shields, NBC musical di- 
rector, arrived here yesterday (Sun.) 
from Chicago to score ‘Fra Diavolo’ 
for Hal Roach. 
Shields were here six weeks ago 
while picture was in production, to 





» York, 


FEMME BEAUTS: 
MALES ALSO. 
PAR IDEA 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Paramount will conduct in Eng« 
lish speaking countries a world 
wide search for perfect specimeng 
to be used in their production, 
‘Search for Beauty,’ which Lloyd 
Sheldon will produce. United Stateg 
will be divided into eight sections 
from which tieups through the« 
atres and newspapers are to pro« 
duce four men and four women, 
Other 22 contestants, eleven of each 
sex, are to be chosen from foreign 
countries, 

Winners in each section will be 
brought here for five weeks’ stay 
at the studio, all expenses and re« 
turn transportation paid, with come 
mittee of directors to chose the two 
individuals to play lead in picture, 

Paramount figures stunt a great 
world wide box office stimulator. 

Buddy De Sylva’s musical at Fox 
will similarly stage a nation wide 
beauty hunt. 








Mercantile Releases 
Another 10% of Deposits 


Permission to pay a second ine 
stallment of 10% on deposits with 
the Mercantile National Bank at 
48th street and 7th avenue, New 
eased things a bit for’ the 
smaller exchange and film service 
people, around that sector, whose 
funds are thus tied up. Jules E. 
Brulatour is the most prominent 
director of the Mercantile, once bee 
fore in financial complications when, 
under the Chelsea Bank name, it exe 
perienced a run and was later ree 
organized. 

Monogram Pictures, along with 
several other film and show com« 
panies and individuals, was tied up 
by the Mercantile situation, and 
also in the Harriman National 
Bank, the most prominent institu- 
tion in New York now in the hands 
of a Federal conservator. Universal 
Pictures, most notably, has its funds 
tied up in the Harriman. 


Hooker’ Title Banned 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Hays office has ordered Fox to 
get a new tag for ‘Sandy Hooker,’ 
the Clara Bow picture. 
Studio has requested suggestiong 
from employees. 


Life of Armour Basis 
Of Early Warner Yarn 


Hollywood, Apvil 3. 

Warners are preparing a story 
suggested by the life of J. Ogden 
Armour, meat ‘packing king, who 
died in 1922. Yarn, titled ‘Red Meat,’ 
will center largely around the stocks 
yards, although some of Armour’s 
other interests will be included. 

Studio is in a hurry for the script 

















supervise songs and music. 





and has cancelled Charles Kenyon’s 
vacation so the writer can ‘start 
on it. 


SAILINGS 


April 15 (Honolulu to Shanghal) 
Harry Bannister (Tasu Mauri). 

April 12 (New York to London) 
Diana Wynyard (Empress of Brite 
ain). 

April 8 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Harry Bannister (Mariposa). 

April 5 (London to New York), 
Manny Goldstein (Majestic). 

April 1 (New York to Paris) Ruse 
sell Medcraft, Vanni-Marcoux, Gera 
maine Giroux (Champlain). 

April 1 (Los Angeles to New 
York) John Gilbert and wife (Vir« 
ginia Bruce), (S. S. Santa Paula). 

April 1 (New York to London), 
Bert Feldman and Richard Hard« 
man (Olympic). 

April 1 (New York to Genea), 
Molly Picon, Jacob Kalich :(Rex). 

March 31 (San Francisco to 
Batavia), Morey Mareno (President 
Van Buren). 

March 30 (New York to Paris) 
Maria Jeritza, J. J. Vincent, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hal Roach, Doug Brinkley 
(Bremen). 

March 11 (Sydney to San Fran- 
cisco) J. W. McBurney, ‘Doc’ Faige, 
Mike Connors, Queenie Paul (Mari« 
posa). 
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GB. S. THOUGHT 


HWOOD NSH. 
APPARENTLY 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Claiming that neither Hollywood 
mor England’s studios were far 
enough advanced to produce any of 
his plays as pictures, George Ber- 
mard Shaw wisecracked his way 
through Metro’s reception for him 
Tuesday (28), adding that perhaps 
he'd return here some day anv show 
Hollywood how to make films. 

Marion Davies played guide to the 


Irishman, personally conducting 
him through the studio. In defer- 
ence to their gues*’s reputation, 


Metro’s wisecrackers, professional 
and amateur, deferred from topping 
his gags. Knowing well the men- 
tality of ‘yes men,’ the Bard threw 
his barbs right a::d left. To some 
he was a source of sarcastic wit, to 
others just a bewhiskered rude old 
man. 

Playwright, as far as is known, 
didn’t talk business with Louis B. 
Mayer, who was host to Shaw ata 
atudio luncheon. When introduced 
to the producer, Shaw exclaimed, 
‘So there really is a Mayer?’ 

Gave Nothing Away 

Shaw was surrounded by Metro’s 
great at the luncheon. Charles 
Chaplin also was on hand. Other 
than the introductions, everybody 
kept quiet and allowed the Irish wit 
to speak. He said nothing that 
could be copped for a picture. Shaw 
flew here from the Hearst ranch at 
San Simeon, rejoining the Empress 
of Britain, which left Los Angeles 
on the last leg of its round-the- 
world tour Tuesday night. Shaw 
had embarked from the boat at San 
Francisco Saturday (25). 

Studio invited the local press and 
wire services to meet Shaw. Scribes 
were introduced as the ‘Hollywood 

’ 

‘Hollywood press?’ questioned the 
traveler. ‘So far on this trip I have 
met the Italian press, the Russian 
press, the Japanese press and the 


Australian press. What ha Holly- 
wood to do with the press. Noth- 


ing important happens here. Holly- 
wood press, bosh!’ 

Someone tried to enlighten him 
that Hollywood was important 
enough to have a press. 

‘All right, then,’ he interrupted 
his enlichtener, and turned to the 
thoroughly squashed representative 
of the press, saying, ‘Ask me some 
questions.’ 

When no questions of any impor- 
tance were forthcoming he turned 
on his heel and left the press be- 
hind the eicht ball. 


Eckels Nosing In on 
Whitbeck, for Katz Job 


Ifollywood, April 3. 

Eddie Eckels, director of pub- 
icity for RKO Radio Studios, is 
negotiating to leave the organiza- 
tion and join Sam Katz's new com- 
Pany. 

He stepped in to edge out Frank 
Whitbeck, who was up for job. 

Whitbeck a year ago was high 
and mighty in the press agent 
group. He is now handling exploi- 
tation on a sexer at a downtown 
L. A. 900-seat grind house. 


Marie Dressler Quite Ill 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Strong probability Marie Dressler 
will be unable to play in ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ and ‘The Late Christopher 
Bean,’ both of which figure promi- 
nently in Metro’s calendar of '33- 
°84 releases. 

Since her retu~n from New York, 
following her operation, she has 
been far from strong, but insisted 
upon going into ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
now in production. Current opinion 
ig that the strain of working in this 
feature will necessitate an indefinite 
vacation. 





Harry Langdon, Song Writer 
Hollywood, April 3. 
Harry Langdon is trying his 
hand at song writing. Comedian did 
words and music of a pop tune 
called ‘Calling All Cars.’ 
Langdon now peddling the song, 
and starting to write another one. 











Foreign Players Get 


Lift Out of U. S. to 
Bar Deport Stigma 


Hollywood, April 3 
Shows to aid foreign film players 
deported the 
ment is the newest form of benefit 





ordered by Govern- 


performances here. 


Benefits are thrown by com- 


patriots in order that the players 


ordered from the country by immi- 
pay their 
own fare back home without hav- 
ing the stigma of deportation, 
which would bar them from re- 
entering this country. 

One of these benefits given by 
Spanish players for a fellow coun- 
tryman at a small downtown the- 
atre netted $340, which, with cash 
gifts here and there, enables the 
leave stayer to return home in 
more or less style. 

Other foreign groups are plan- 
ning similar stage benefits for 
those ‘vho have been given notice 
to get out of the country within a 
stated time or get tossed out. 


gration authorities can 


4 PLAYERS SCRAP OLD 
FOR NEW PAR PACTS 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Four Paramount contract play- 
ers, Chevalier, Fredric March, Rich- 
ard Arlen and Carole Lombard, 
have signed new papers with Para- 
mount Productions while confetti 
was made out of their old Par- 
Publix documents. Deals were ne- 
gotiated by Walter Tuller, of 
O'Melveny, Tuller & Myers, local 
attorneys for the receivers, who is 
dickering to switch papers similar- 
ly for Norman Taurog, Steve Rob- 
erts, Louis D. Lighton and Gary 
Cooper. 

Latter talked with Sam Katz, but 
it didn’t get past the Conversation 
point. 


President Gives Okay 


Hollywood, April 3. 

President Roosevelt has granted 
permission to use the title of his 
book, ‘Looking Forward,’ for that 
of the Metro pictui: originally 
made as ‘Service.’ An excerpt from 
the book will be used as a title lead 
for the picture, saying title was 
suggested from a paragraph on op- 
timism in the President’s book. 

Picture will be releasec as Cos- 
mopolitan production instead of 
Metro, with Hearst newspapers to 
give big advertising campaign in 
all Hearst publications’ centers. 

As result of the title change, the 
release date originally set for April 
7 will be changed to the latter 
part of the month, 








McGowan Eastbound; Will 
Join Roach in Europe 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Robert McGowan, who directs the 
Roach ‘Our Gang’ comedies, left 
here Saturday (1) for New York, 


following signing of a new contract 
to continue megging the same se- 
ries next year. 


After a few days on Broadway 


‘he sails for England, to join Hal 


Roach, and will probably direct the 
Picture to be produced there this 


summer by Roach for Metro quota} 


release. 


McGowan carries with him 


nile actors. He hopes to get a pub- 
lisher for it before sailing. 





Cabot, Jordan Teamed 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Rado will bracket Bruce Cabot 
and Dorothy Jordan in ‘Hide in the 
Dark.’ 
Yarn is a new buy from Frances 
Noyes Hart, ‘Satevepost’ writer. 


METRO RETAINS ROBSON 
Hollywood, April 3. 





Metro has taken up its option on|in Trouble,” 


May Robson, 

Vet legit actress will be 
lot for another 40 weeks. Beyer- 
MacArthur handled the deal, 








to | 
New York his first book, ‘Gangster’s | 
Baby,’ a yarn on racketeers from | 
the kid point of view, picked up| 
discussing gangsters with his juve- | 


on the| 





Merger, Merger 


Albert Deane of Paramount’s 
foreign department got a letter 
addressed to him, 
‘Paramount United 
Fox Metro Goldwyn 
Corp., New York, 


last week 
care of 
Artists 
Mayer 
oe ae t 
Letter from Italy, 
the postman delivered it. 


came but 











ACTORS’ MUGGS 


| based on the book, ‘With Lawrencs 


IN DEMAND 
FOR ADS 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Requests for advertising tieups 
with major studio players are on 
the increase. Wise to the fact that 
studios object to their players in- 
dorsing most articles, the requests 
from the manufacturers and ad 
agencies ave only for photographs 


to be used for display purposes or | 


throwaways. Gardner Advertising 
Co. of St. Louis, handling the Rals- 
ton Purina account, is asking for 
permission to use players in a comic 
strip circulated through the Hearst 
Sunday papers. 

First to fall in line on the strip 
is Tom Mix. Cartoon is full page 
in color and has continuity, with the 
latter aiming to illustrate what eat- 
ing Ralston Wheat cereal will do 
for youngsters. Desiring to get 
more comedy in the strips, advertis- 
ing house is trying to get permis- 
sion to use El Brendel, Jimmy 
Durante and Buster Keaton in 
future strips. 

Halligan Candy Co. of Davenport, 
Ia., is requesting players photo- 
graphs to insert in their candy bars. 
Idea will be similar to that used by 
cigaret companies in previous years. 
Pictures here would be miniature. 
Fromader Advertising Service, also 
of Davenport, has a similar idea for 
other manufacturers. 

American Creations, ad company 
of Jersey City, wants stars photo- 
graphs for several of their adver- 
tising accounts. According to re- 
quests, picture names seem to help 
the sale of any and all low priced 
commodities from candy bars to 
puzzles. Studios as a rule turn 
down the requests, but players re- 
cently are granting them as a pos- 
sible opportunity to increase their 
income, One player has sct a figure 
of $250 for all indorsements, or the 
granting of permission to use her 
photograph. 





Metro’s 2 for Lukas 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Metro is negotiating to borrow 
Paul Lukas from Universal for two 
pictures. First will be ‘Rhapsody.’ 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| This 


High-Priced Stars, Ritzy No More, 


Meet Unionizing Idea Half Way 


John Barrymore Set for 


Col. Lawrence Role 
Hollywood, April 3. 


John Barrymore will play the part 


of Col. D. E. Lawrence, who headed 
an army of Arabians in the war, in 
Radio's ‘Fugtive From Glory,’ film 


in Arabia.’ 


the picture for which 
| Ernest Schoedsack went to Mesopo- 
| tamia for background material a 
|few months ago. ‘Fugitive’ was 
formerly dubbed ‘The Uncrowned 


| King.’ 


is 





‘YON STERNBERG, METRO 
TALK; DIETRICH MAYBE 


Hollyvood, April 3. 
Returning from Europe last week, 
Josef von Sternberg conferred with 
| Watler Wanger at Metro on a three 
picture deal. 








Understood that with Marlene 
Dietrich’s Paramount eontract ex- 
piring upon the completion of 
‘Song of Songs,’ she wil! line up 
with the director on the Metro deal. 


Maharaja Turns Angel 


dollywood, April 3. 

Maharaja of Johore, Indian ruler 
of the Malay Peninsula, will turn 
picture angel to finance Ward Wing, 
producer, in making a travel drama 
in India. Wing leaves here this 
week by auto for New York, accom- 
panied by his wife, Lori Bara, sister 
of Theda Bara. He sails for India 





in May. 

Wing met the Maharaja while 
making ‘Samarang’ in the ruler’s 
country. Latter picture was financed 


and released by Bennie Zeidman, 
who has a contract to buy all foot- 
age made by Wing during the com- 
ing year. 





Argentine Editor Here 


L. S. Saslavsky, motion picture 
editor of ‘La Nacion,’ leading Bue- 
nos Aires daily, is in New York for 
a look-see of conditions. After a 
week or so here, he goes te the 
Coast where he'll look about the 
studios, then he'll double-o the Brit- 
ish and European film spots before 
going home. 

Saslavsky ts all for American 
flickers claiming that a year ago he 
couldn’t speak any English, but 
picked up the language with suffi- 
cient ease to get along entirely by 
looking at the Hollywood output 
when it reached the Argentine. 
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STEVENS 


Director 


| Who scored a box-office winner for Universal in “The Cohens and Kellys 
| 


his first assignment on a feature length picture, has been 
|signed by Radio to direct their next “Headliner Comedy.” Stevens was 
formerly one of the ace cameramen of the industry and won his direc- 
|torial spurs at the Hal Roach studios. His work in this latest “Coher 
jand Kellys” picture labels him as the most promising directorial n 
irial to emerge from the two-reel field. j 


| five point scheme. 


Hollywood, April 8, 

ture play- 
find the 
high priced actors and scribes head- 
In the it 


has been impossible to interest most 


Present attempts by pi 


and writers to organize 


ers 


ing the movement. past 


high salaried contract people in or- 


ganization, the feeling among them 


being that with contracts, their 
positions were secure. Formerly, 
the only people interested in or- 


ganization were those getting small- 
er pay and the free lance people. 

Present unrest in picture business 
with considerable talk of bankrupt- 
cies and receiverships has been @ 
considerable source of worry t¢ 
those in high places who realize 
that their positions are as much 
in jeopardy as the smaller people, 
and they have taken up the cry of 
‘organization.’ 

It’s all flattering to the small fry 
who for the first time in picture 
business are finding themselves 
fighting for a common cause, with 
their high priced co-workers, who 
in the past ritzed them. 

A showdown with fireworks is 
expected at an actors’ branch meet- 
ing at the Academy Wednesday (5). 
Indications are that the meeting 
will be a virtual inquest on the 
question as to whether actors or 
a group of them, members of the 
Academy, will go through with 
plans for an affiliation with Equity 
to bring them under the wing of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Session will be open to all play- 
ers who signed waivers agreeing 
to take the recent salary cuts, with 
their agents and attorneys per- 
mitted at the gathering. 

Academy Emergency committee 
will attend with its counsel, John G. 


Mott, who is expected to answer 
any criticism aimed in its direc- 
tion from so-called disgruntled 


players who are reported to have 
charged this group with misman- 
agement of the salary cut adjust- 
ment. 
Grant Offering to Quit 

Lawrence Grant, alternate rep- 
resentative to Walter Huston on 
the actor committee, who has been 
under criticism from the radical 
group, will offer his resignation. 

Claiming that charges aimed at 
its members are unfair, the emerg- 
ency committee is expected to re- 
port that several of the major com- 
panies will resume full pay before 
the eight-week period has expired. 

This restoration, it is said, will 
result from the finding in a checkup 
of financial information being sup- 
plied by the studios. Harry Cohn 
is expected to announce full re- 
sumption at Columbia immediately, 
with Metro expected to follow. In- 
timation of MG restoration was 
given in a statement by Louis B. 
Mayer in answer to Will H. Hays’ 
Radio also has 
given hints that the cut won’t last 
long at that studio. 


Tuttle on Cantor 


Hollywood, April 3. 


Frank Tuttle will direct ‘Andro- 
cles and the Lion,’ starring Eddie 
Cantor, in the Sam Goldwyn pro- 
duction due to begin at United 
Artists’ studios May 15. 


Bannister to Orient 
As Hearst Reporter 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Harry Bannister sails Saturday 
(8) for Shanghai, where he goes as 
correspondent for International 
News Service (Hearst). 

Actor for a number of years has 
lesired to join the ranks of news- 
papermen, and under his year’s 
contract with INS he will cover the 
Orient for spot news and features. 
He takes with him a plane and two 
cameras, newsreel and still. 











Quake Benefits Net $4,000 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

fenefit performances staged in a 
majority of circuit and indie houses 
a week ago for the earthquake vic- 
iround $4,000, with a 
few yet to report. 

Theatres gave 25% of their gross 
Compara- 
ittributed to lack 
loitation, 


tims netted 


nouses 
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as Zukor Left Free and Clear 





Side-Stepping Trusteeship Permits Fuller 
Attention to Active Companies 


Adolph Zukor, who has been co- 
receiver of Paramount Publix dur- 
ing its equity receivership, will 
continue as chi f executive of the 
company, watching all its interests, 
includin the subsidiaries, While 
under the bankruptcy, the trustee 
of P-P is in complete charge, it is 
felt certain that Zukor will be able 
to continue virtually as the top ex- 
ecutive without official embarrass- 
ment from the receiver. This he- 
lief, it is said, prompted Zukor to 
make the announcement through his 
newly retained personal attorney, 
David L. Podell, that he would not 
be a candidate for trustee. 

Zukor withdrawal as a candidate 
for trusteeship was predicated on 
the belief by Zukor that while most 
of the creditors wanted Zukor as a 
trustee, it was felt he could better 
serve the interests of the estate and 
its ereditors the other way. 

Claim is that 99% of the major 
creditors favored Zukor as a 
trustee, alone or in association with 
two other trustees. 

Zukor is president of the Par dis- 
tributing, production and foreign 
subsids, not affected by the P-P 
bankruptey. In view of the un- 
filled presidency over another sub- 
sid, Publix Theatres Corp., also not 
in receivership or bankruptcy, it is 
presumed he wll assume that post 
as well. 

Possibly before the end of the 
week, Zukor may visit the studio in 
Hollywood for a few weeks. 





+ 


Noyes Hart’s ‘Satevepost’ serial, and 





Radio Splitting 30 Films 


On 2 Season’s Programs. 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Total of 30 features are slated to 
be made by Radio between now and 
the midle of June. Films, which are 
all to be made on the Radio lot, will 
be divided between this and next 
season's programs. 
Six productions going into work 
this ‘Jamboree,’ ‘Rafter 
Romance,’ ‘Careless,’ ‘Ad Man,’ ‘Bed 
of Roses,’ and ‘Flying Legion. All 
are on budgets averaging under 
$200,000. 
Studio purchased ‘Road to 
Heaven,’ by Vina Delmar, paying 
$15,000; ‘Hide in the Dark,’ Francis 


week are 


Sdward P. Mentgomery's play, 


‘Double Harness.’ 


WB Selling Away from 
Itself a Means to Keep 
Theatre Lesses Down 





Although it keeps its own Holly- 
wood and Warner closed in New 
York, operating the lone Strand, 
WB is selling considerable product 





GILHAM HEADS PAR’S 
PUBLICITY AND ADV | 


Robert Gillham became director 
of advertising and publicity for 
Paramount Publix yesterday (Mon- 
day) on the resignation of Arthur 
Mayer, who steps out to devote his 
time solely to the operation of the 
Rialto, N. Y. Theatre was turned 
over to Mayer by Paramount un- 
der a deal tentatively in operation 





for several weeks, with Mayer 
meanwhile running the house. 
With Gilham’s appointment to_ 


the P-P post, a home office adver- 
tising-publicity cabinet is being 
set up and, among others, will in- 
clude John C. Flinn, who will work 
east and west on exploitation of 
unusual Paramount pictures. 
After many years away from 
Par, Flinn last fall handled the 
New York and L. A. runs of Cecil 
B. DeMille’s ‘Sign of the Cross.’ He 
was frequently reported as return- 
ing to Par advertising activities 
permanently and was once men- 
tioned as Mayer’s possible succes- 





sor. Flinn is now in New York. 
Other members of the h. o. ad 


cabinet headed by Gilham will be ; 
Bill Danziger, on advertising; <A) 
Wilkie, on publicity, and James ' 
Clark, in charge of ad sales. 

As head of the P-P advertising 
post, Gilham will be in charge of 


the west coast studio department 
as well. He is a Paramount man; 
of years standing through acting 


as contact for Hanff-Metzger with 
its Par-Publix account. When Par 
swung over to Lord & Thomas, 
Gilham moved into that agency to 
handle the accvunt. Through his 
ad agency work, Gilham is as fa- 
miliar with the Publix Theatres as 
with the picture end. 

In devoting his time to the oper- 
ation of the Rialto, Mayer goes 
back to the field from which he 
stepped more than a year ago to 
head advertising for P-P. He was 
formerly a divisional director over 
the middle west and is the last of 
the div. directors to quit P-P. 





Max Winslow Going Into 
Columbia Prod. on Coast 


Max Winslow of 
Pictures’ home-office directorate | 
and a _ brother-in-law of Harry | 
Cohn, will accompany the Col. prez 





the Columbia 


week, and take up production du- 
ties at the studio. 

Winslow is leaving Irving Berlin 
Inc., 
is a partner, to engage in the new 
flim production activity. 


Cohn will be confined for the next 
couple of days at his Waldoerf- 
Astoria apartment in New York 
with a minor illness which looked 
like appendicitis at first but isn't 
quite so serious. 


‘Soviet’ Off, Furthman 


back to Hollywood some time next | 


music publishers, of which he 


away from itse'f. Angle with the 
Warners is that its revenue to the 
distribution department in rentals 
from competitive theatres is more 


in long run than if same pictures 
were played in WB's Hollywood or 
Warner houses in an attempt to add 
theatre profit to what goes to the 
distributing end. Experience in past 
has been that the Hollywood, with 
its nut, and the Warner, an out-of- 
the-way house and white-elephant- 
ish in previous performance, caused 
losses to be checked against rentals. 

Second Warner picture into Radio 
City Music Hall, ‘The Keyhole,’ is 
current, and ‘Ex-Lady’ is a third 
sought by Radio City. Another sold 
away is current at the Rialto, ‘Girl 
Missing,’ while on Friday (7) Para- 
mount gets ‘Mind Reader.’ 

Previously this season, WB has 
sold away from itself to extent of 
two pictures for the Capitol and 
three for the old Roxy, taking the 
rentals as velvet against which no 
theatre losses are checked. 

It also sold ‘Grand Slam’ to the 
Shuberts when latter took over op- 
eration of the Winter Garden on 
their own. 





} 
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| 
| 
| 





BEN DOV. 


Fox Film's Reorganization Plans 








Cooper-Carroll to Org. 
Big Key 25c¢ Circuit 
A string of large seaters in key 
cities for pictures <nd stage presen- 
tations at 25c top, is the goal of A, 





to 
“ova” 


*ova”’ 
Dova, who is held 
Radio City (RKO Roxy) this week 
(March 31). 


see | 
at 


You must come 


Ben 





Many thanks to Leon Leonidoff. 
Direction MAX RICHARDS 











DEMBOW UPPED, 


SPITZ RESIGN | 


Sam Dembow, Jr., 
directing head of theatre activities, 
with full powers, as a result of the 
sudden resignation of Leo Spitz, | 
Wednesday (29), after a meeting, 
and immediately bdarded a train for 
Chicago. Spitz unofficially stood 
between Dembow on the theatre end 
and Zukor as directing head of Par- 
amount-Publix, the parent company. 


Though Dembow has officially 
been in charge of operation and 
maintenance of theatres, servicing, 
ete., since Spitz was brought to New 
York a year ago, Spitz assumed 
virtual charge of administration 
matters as they concerned theatres 
and allied departments, such as real 
estate, 


With Dembow’s powers expected 
to widen, most likely he will con- 
tinue as v.p., which he has been for 
many years. The unfilled presidency 
of Publix, formerly held by Sam 
Katz and unreplaced, will probably 
go to Zukor, who also is president! 
of the other P-P subsidiaries, in- 
cluding Par Distributing, Par Inter- 
national and Par Productions, Inc. 


becomes the 


Dembow, Zukor Direct 


In this way Dembow’'s operations 
over the theatre end will be direct 
with Zukor instead of indirect, as 
while Spitz has been on the theatre 
floor in an unofficial a@visory ca- 
pacity. Originally ‘a Katz man,’ 
Spitz later became an unofficial ad- 
visor to John Hertz on the theatres, 
real estate, rent adjustments, and 
other matters. He has been occupy- 
ing Katz’s former deluxe offices in 
Publix headquarters. 

Although having had the support 
of Adolph Zukor since brought east 
by Katz to negotiate rent reduc- 








LEIDMAN’S 2 SPECIALS | 
FOR U, LATTER BACKING 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Carl Laemmle is negotiating with 
Ben Zeidman to make four specials 
for Universal. Two pictures are 
to be ‘March of Two Worlds’ and a 
wild animal story. 

Universal would finance the pro- 
ductions for Zeidman. 


Publix’s New N. Y. Setup 


Publix theatres in New York have 
been grouped under a new corpora- 
tion, Netco Theatres, to take in 
around 15 houses, formerly known 
as Empire State Theatres and split 
up into two divisions, the Rochester 
and Hudson Valley divisions. 

George Walsh, operator of these 
theatres, will headquarter in New 
York. 

New theatre company is not to be 
confused with Publix-Netoco, which 
operates in New England. 














| Again on Columbia Lot 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Furthman, leaned to Metro 
write ‘Soviet,’ is 
lot. He is doing 

for Frank Capra 


Jules 
Columbia t 
back on 


by 
his home 
an original, ‘Biddy 


direction. 


tions and readjustments, a few 
weeks ago he and Zukor began dis- 
agreeing over policies under the 
Zukor-Hilles receivership, from in- 
side, with final blowoff coming sud- 
denly last Wednesday. His contract 
for one year at a reported salary of 
$100,006 is said to have ha@ the con- 
tract guaranteed by deposit of se- | 
curities. 


Spitz had an extensive law prac- 
tice in Chicago, to which he has re- 
turned. His clients include Balaban 
& Katz. While in Paramount head- 
quarters in New York, Spitz fre- 
quently made week-end trips to 
keep in touch with his law activi- 
ties. 

It is admitted in Par circles that 
Spitz effected many economies for 
Publix under rent readjustment and 
other deals prior to the receiver- 
ship. His support from Zukor 
originally came as result of this. 








Ralston Fails in Effort | 


For Labor Theft Charge 


Hollywood, Apri} 3. 
Esther Ralston visited District At- 
torney Buron Fitts last Friday (31) 
in an effort to get him to consider 
grand theft of labor charges against 
I. E. Chadwick, producer of ‘Black 
Beauty,’ on which she worked, and 
for which she alleges she hasn't 
been paid. 
Since the player has already filed 
a Municipal court suit for $2,000 
against the producer, who cross- 
complained that Miss Ralston held 





Capra, also loaned to Metro to 
imeg ‘Soviet. returned earlier, with 
the work of both going to 
as ‘Soviet’ is back on the shelf. 


; Similar amount, 
nought | told her to concentrate on the civil 


up his picture causing damage of a 
the D. A.’s office 





action. 


J. Cooper and William Carroll, Ohio 


‘exhibitors who also operate the Hip- 


New York. Houses in 


Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
St. Louis and Detroit are being con- 
sidered. In each case, while thea- 
tre or theatres are not divulged, the 
negotiations are on for houses of 
major chains operating in these 
cities. 

In Chicago, where negotiations 
are “well under way to take over the 
Stake-Lake from RKO, Cooper & 
Carroll may close for other circuit 
theatres with large capacities, pos- 
sibly with B&K, concededly over- 
theatred. 

Another house in New York, in 
addition to the Hipp, is the May- 
fair, which has received Cooper & 
Carroll's o-o. 

In Ohio C. &-C. are the successful 
operators of a string of nine 10c 


podrome, 


‘theatres. 





Theatre Management 
Co. Rendering Same 
Services as Publix 


The newly-created Theatre Man- 
agement Corp., in principle and 
purpose similar to Publix Theatres 
Corp., has begun functioning with 
all partners of Publix contributing 
to its support as a starter. At an 
early date it is expected that groups 
of Publix houses now in receiver- 
ship will subscribe to the plan. In- 
dividual receivers in most parts of 
the country have themselves agreed 
to take the home office service and 
will petition the courts to okay the 
expenditure, 

With the official operation of 
Theatre Management Corp., Publix 
Theatres becomes a corporation in 
name only. Among its assets are 
certain accounts receivable; Nabili- 
ties include an item of $4,815,733 
owed Paramount Publix, the parent 
company. While Publix Theatres 
Corp. has been popularly regarded 
as a holding company for Publix 
houses, actually the corporation 
does not control a single theatre 
property or lease. Publix always 
functioned as an operating and 
servicing subsidiary, which is the 
same purpose of Theatre Manage- 
ment Corp. 

Theatre Management setup, with 
partners and other so-celled Pub- 
lix houses paying for its main- 
tenance, takes care of the payroll 
of home office Publix personnel 
which has now been switched to a 
Theatre Management ;wyroll, Such 
partners as B. & K., Mike Shea’s 
Buffalo Theatres, Kincey & Wilby 
and Mike Comerford now contribute 





to Theatre Management, which 
from the same Publix h.o. in New 


York is disseminating the same type 
of information, advertising § aid, 
booking co-operation and buying 
power as did Publix. 


Mormon Story Based on 
Brigham Young, Par Idea 





Hollywood, April 3. 

Paramount is flirting with the 
idea of producing a spectacle simi- 
lar to ‘The Covered Wagon’ around 
the Mormons in Utah, and based on 
the life of Brigham Young. Studio 
has several writers submitting ideas. 
Most of the yarn will be written 
around Young's colonization accom- 
plishments, and continuing down to 
the present day. 

Two years ago, a 
on Young’s life was produced in 
Utah with capital raised in Salt 
Lake City. Production was never 
released 


picture based 


MacFarland at Rivoli 
James Hood MacFarland goes into 
the Rivoli, N. Y., tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday), in charge of advertising 
and publicity. 
Robert Long, who's been in Riv, 
may go back into the field for UA. 


|All Set, May Be Announced Within Month 
| —Kent, Et 


Al. to Coast 


+ 


Financial reorganization of Fox 
Film under Sid Kent, is under way 
and likely to be publicly announced 
within the next month, upon its 
completion. In the meantime, Kent, 
accompanied by Spyros Skouras 
and other officials of Fox, includ- 
ing legal counsel, left Sunday (2) 
for the coast. 


Party will confab on matters pere 
taining both to the studio and the 
Fox West Coast theatres. It is 
probable that in the reconstruction 
plans under way Fox may shut 
down its studio for a couple of 
weeks or.more. This, however, is 
mostly conjecture and while talked 
about is not known to have been 
definitely decided. 


Fox company’s new deal with the 

ankers has it sailing clear for the 
future. 

Bond interest 
Saturday (1). 

Indication that this was to occur 
was handed Friday (31) when Mare 
tin C. Ansorge, attorney for Ben- 
jamin Schellenberg, stockholder, 
withdrew the latter's petition for a 
receivership of the Fox company. 
Grounds for withdrawal were that 
such an action was to be nixed in 
view of the constructive plans 
which the company and its bankers 
had under way for reconstruction of 
the financial setup of the film com- 
pany. Federal Judge Knox assented 
and the receivership suit of Schel- 
lenberge's fell by the wayside. An- 
sorzge had previously conferred with 
Kent, Fox. lawyers and U. S. Sen- 
ator D. O. Hastings, who is receiver 
for General Theatres Equipment, 
Schellenberg is from Brookline, 
Mass., and a holder of 209 shares of 
Fox stock. 

Ansorge’s Legal Reservations 


Ansorge, as Schellenberg’s attore 
ney, however, asked the right to 
continue certain litigation against 
Chase Bank and certain other de- 
fendants who originally were named 
as co-defendants to the receivership 
action. 

Fox was represented in court by 
Richard E. Dwight and Otto KB 
Koegel, of Hughes, Schurman & 
Dwight, Fox Film’s general counse), 

It was not certain Monday (3) 
whether Spyros Skouras was to 
continue through to the coast with 
Kent and the latter‘s party, as 
Skouras was expected to make a@ 
stopover in Milwaukee, and perhaps 
go on to the coast later on. 

Included in Kent’s entourage were 
Sidney Towle and A. J» Michel, late 
ter comptroller of Fox West Coast. 
Towle has 2 similar post with Fox’s 
film end. 


W. B. STUDIO WIL BE 
KEPT CLOSED TO JUNE 1 


Hollywood April 3. 

Despite reports of an earlier re- 
opening, Warner studio, which closes 
Saturday (8), will not unshutter 
again until June 1. Five pictures 
now working finish this week and 
‘Fellow Prisoners,’ wi'l wind up next 
week. 

While the plant is closed, writing 
department will work on next sea- 
stories. Three _ scribblers, 


was met as due 


son’s 


/ Sheridan Gibney, Gene Markey and 
|Katharyn Scola, went on the pay- 


roll) today (3). Latter team will 
adapt ‘Female.’ 

Payday at the studio has been 
moved back from Wednesday to 
Saturday because of the continued 
difieulty of getting the cash on 
time. Saturday has been payday 


sinee the bank holiday. 





Ohio Censor Goes On 


Columbus, April 3. 

Gov. George White last week 
vetoed the bill providing for the re- 
mission of penalties on motion pic- 
ture exhibitors if they show an une 
censored film through lack of no- 
tification from the state board. 

The house definitely sidetracked 
the measure when it was sent back 
to it. The governor stated that the 
bill would have drawn the teeth 
from the state’s censorship law and 
would leave the board practically 
powerless. 





Another bill, eliminating the cen- 
soiship of news reels has been 
passed by the ho ad will come 
up before the senate shortly. 
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GROSSES UP, CUTS MAY GO 





How Indies Bungled Big B'way Chance| 
Indicated by Fox-Roxy Product Deal 


Indies bungled their own chance 
for a first-run show case at the old 
Roxy by asking too nuch rental and 
attempting major company tactics 
te force the house into a different 
policy. As a result, the old Roxy 
currently slips away from _ indie 
films and back to major company 
product Friday (6), with several 
Fox pictures booked consecutively. 

The Fox film move, in booking 
three, the old Roxy may impel other 
major companies to open up their 
distributing facilities to the old 
Roxy management. The Fox move 
is strictly a business prop sition, 
with the present Fox administration 
aiming to sell its product where it 
will bring in income. 

When the major companies with- 
held product from the old Roxy on 
the grounds that the house scale 
was such as to affect the com- 
pany’s affiliated neignbs, or the minor 
theatres of New York’s metropoli- 
tan territory in general, the indies 
hopped on this situation as a means 
to boost their yrices for product to 
almost prohibitive rates. Others 
aped the majors and demanded that 
the old Roxy shift its scale to a 
higher level. Scale is 25 and 35c 
weeks days and 55c top on week- 
ends. 

Indie excuse was that by selling 
to the old Roxy at the current b.o. 
scale they might forfeit the big 
chain accounts, 

With major product back in the 
old Roxy, the indies have '-3s op- 
portunity for first-run showings on 
the main stem. Some of the indie 
rental demands ran as high as $5,000 
for a week’s run. They never got 
it, however. 

Fox pictures scheduled for the old 
Roxy are ‘Infernal Machine,’ open- 
ing Friday (6); ‘Hello, Sister,’ and 
‘Humanity.’ Same films are also 
slated for the Fox Brooklyn besides 
an additional Fox picture, ‘Bond- 
age.’ 

No Legal Aspects 


The Fox attitude is stated to have 
had nothing to do with the current 
visit in New York of two govern- 
ment agents from the Department 
of Justic investigating alleged 
prejudiced bookings against the old 
Roxy. Receiver Howard Cullman, 
head of the old Roxy management, 
made such representations in a 
formal complaint. 

The Fox deal with the old Roxy 
and the Fox Brooklyn was made be- 
tween John Clark, Fox general sales 
manager, and Harry Arthur, operat- 
ing consultant to Receiver Cullman, 
and, who operates the Fox Brook- 
lyn, independently. 

Major company product back into 
the old Roxy ends a 10-week period 
for the old spot during which none 
but indie product was available, 
with the one exception of a single 
Paramount film, ‘Heritage of the 
Desert,’ over which the old Roxy 
management and Par currently are 
at legal odds. 

The curious indie attitude is ex- 
emplified by one company that had 
the chance to book the old Roxy at 

2,500, one week, on a picture, but 
instead took a percentage arrange- 
ment for the Mayfair, Broadway. 
The Mayfair booking resulted in a 
rental fee of only $6090. 


De Sylva’s Fox Musical 


Hollywood, April 3. 

‘My Weakness’ will be the title of 
the first Buddy De Sylva musical 
under new Fox contract, to be di- 
rected by David Butler. Richard A. 
Whiting and Leo Robin wrote the 
songs. 

Picture will have chorus of 20 
national beauts, who will be ob- 
tained through contests conducted 
in metropolitan centers. 














KBS’ 2 VIA RKO 
Hollywood, April 3. 


Kelly, Bischoff and Saal, their 
contract ended with Earl W. Ham- | 
mon will release their next two 
Brodu ctions through RKO. First 
will ‘The Big Brain,’ with the! 
next, ‘Deluge.’ 





Rentals, Staff’s Co-Op 


Albany, April 3. 

The Empire and Rialto at Glens 
Falls wé@nt on a co-operative basis 
at the close of business last week. 
The management and employees 
alike will share in both houses. 
Films will be hired on a sharing 
basis with the theatres. 

The Rialto, playing vaude, will 
hereafter operate only with first 
run pictures, while legit productions 
and vaudeville will be switched to 
the Empire, heretofore, a picture 
house, 


DeMille’s 4006 
Par Budget; All 
Prod. Costs Cut 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Paramount's budget for the C. B. 
DeMille, special ‘End of the World,’ 
which goes on next season’s pro- 
gram, will be $400,000. This is an all 
time low for a De Mille splurger 
which, it is pointed out, shows trend 
of the times as far as studio budgets 
are concerned. 

In former days studio would never 
mention anything short of a million 
dollars when planning a film of the 











type intended for ‘End of the 
World.’ 

In lining up the new _ season’s 
product the average budget aimed 
at will be $250,000, with the bulk 


of the pictures expected to come 
under the wire for less than $175,- 
000. The $250,000 average is about 
$25,000 lower than product for the 
current year. Season before the 
average was $375,000. 


FIVE METRO PIX NOW 
AWAIT UNION STAND 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Metro’s list of pictures post- 
poned pending the IATSE’s de- 
cision on the eight week pay cut 
has mounted to five, with no shoot- 
ing scheduled on the quintet before 
next Monday (10). Union decision 
is expected on or before this date. 

Pictures now ready to go but 
awaiting the union stand are ‘Night 
Flight,’ with John Barrymore, 
Clark Gable, Nils Asther and Jean 
Hersholt, Clarence Brown direct- 
ing; ‘Stranger’s Return,’ Lionel 
Barrymore and Miriam Hopkins co- 
starred, King Vidor’ directing; 
‘Strange Rhapsody,’ Kay Francis 
and Nils Asther starred, Richard 
Boleslavsky directing; ‘Midnight 
Lady,’ Loretta Young and Franchot 
Tone in the top spots, William 
Wellman directing, and ‘Tugboat 
Annie,’ Dressler-Beery, Mervyn Le- 
Roy megging. 


Jaydee’s ‘Big Things’ 


Hollywood, April 3. 

J. D. Williams, in town for the 
past week, is, as usual, surround- 
ing his activities in mystery. Says 
he has big things coming up. 

So far, all that could be learned 
of the big things is negotiations 
between Williams and Charles Far- 
rell for the actor to go under con- 
tract to Williams with a view of 
the latter selling the contract to 
one of the major companies. 


Col. Wants Powell, Fields 


Hollywood, April 4 

Columbia is negotiating for Wil- 
liam Powell and W. C. 
‘Apple Mary; the retitled 
La Guimp.’ 

Picture will have Jessie Ralph in 
the title role, with Frank Capra di- 
recting. 




















‘Madame 


Fields for |s 


AVERAGING NOU 
20,000,000 WK. 


That’s a Rise of $4,090,000 
at the Country’s B. O.’s 
Since the Moratorium— 
This Is Sufficient to Re- 
scind and Absorb All Cuts 
—Four Weeks, Thus Far, 
Has Saved Enough for 25 
Major Productions 





$28,000,000 A WK. IN ’32 





With a national jump in theatre 
attendance from the moratorium 
weekly average of 64,000,000, to a 
present 80,000,000, the country’s box 
office is officially figured to have 
risen from $16,000,000 to $20,000,000 
a week. With distribution returns 
proportionately better, near nor- 
malcy is already reflecting itself in 
sporadic company rescinding of per- 
sonnel cuts. 


Although the summer, a banker- 
less production era, and the generai 
depression are still ahead, film lead- 
ers are hopeful tha* the last three 


Col. Orders Cuts Off 


Late yesterday afternoon Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp. ordered 
the salary cuts rescinded at 
once. This is the first maojr 
company to take this step. 

This means that when the 
ghost walks at Col on both 
coasts and throughout the or- 
ganization at the next ghost 





trot, it won’t waltz in three- 
quarter time or any other 
rhythm, but at the former 


100% salary basis, prior to the 
industry’s decision on percent- 
age slashes. 

The Columbia board, with- 
out any other industry consul- 
tation, deemed its Own status 
didn’t warrant further econo- 
mies, 

Queried as to the amount of 
saving which the cuts repre- 
sented, Harry Cohn, president 
of Columbia, kiddingly razzed 
its economy value, professing 
not to know the mathematics, 
and at the same disclaiming 
any personal action in matter, 
stating it was a general Col 
board move. 











or four months of 1933 will at least 
reach the $28,000,000 which, officials 
now figure, was the average weekly 
gross, nationally, during 1932. 
Total current cseturn to producers 
and distributors of ma/for and inde- 
pendent companies in the U. S. is 
this week climbing to $5,000,000. 
This, according to general producer 
officialdom, means an increase of 
fully $1,000,000 a week to distribu- 
tion which, in itself, is more than 
enough to absorb the total salary 
slash which was estimat-1 to hay 
run into $800,000 weekly. 
Personnel’s Cuts 
The financial improvement of the 
industry as a whole does not mean 
that all individual companies and 
theatres are finding their difficulties 
materially eased. 
Second and third 
tives will probably be restored to 
their original pay. The picture 
masses were taken care of when 
salaries of $50 and under were ex- 
empt under the modification. But, 
it is strongly hinted, there will 
doubtless be salary adjustments 
with other individuals whc are fig- 
ured by company heads to have 
| been over-paid at all times. 
Impaired morale of the industry 
lis conceded to have provided the 
trongest pressure against all in- 
‘tention of keeping the cuts perma- 


bracket execu- 





nent, 3ut four weeks of the cut 
jalready have pape served sufficient 
cash to meet the budgets of around 
25 major features, 





—_—— 





|Par Trustee’s Election Postponed 
A Week: More Legal Entanglements 





Laemmle Trip Off 


April 3. 
important produc- 
tions coming up, coupled with the 
Hitler situation, Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
has called off his planned trip to 
Germany. Instead, he will take a 
short vacation on the coast, and 
relieve his father of production 
details. 

Young Laemmle was to take a 
three months’ vacation abroad, 
with his father in charge of pro- 


Hollywood, 
With several 


duction, aided by Henry Henigson. 





Moore, Skouras, 


FWC Co-Trustees; 
Kent Coastward 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Attorneys for Fox-West Coast 
creditors, after conferring over the 
week end and until noon Monday 
(3) agreed on William H. Moore, at- 
torney, and Charles Skouras as two 
of the three trustees for the organi- 
zation. Considerable debate is on 
now on the third, with A. L. Gore 
and John P, Treanor, one of com- 
pany receivers, being eliminated 
from those proposed. Selections 
now are between H. O. Davis, for- 
mer general manager of Universal, 
and Frank H. Nichols, former presi- 
dent of the Continental National 
Bank here, as the third man. 

Hearing scheduled for this (Mon- 
day) afternoon was postponed until 
Thursday (6), at which time voting 
will take place. In the meantime 
Sidney R. Kent and a New York 
party are due in on Wednesday 
night, and will go into conference 
with creditors’ committees for the 
determination on the third man. 

Film Exchanges, which had op- 
posed Skouras as trustee, last Fri- 
day changed its opinion this morn- 
ing, when attorney Joseph Loeb, 
representing these creditors, agreed 
to the naming of Skouras. 

Although the Chase-Fox-Wesco 
interests had agreed with minority 
creditors of Fox-West Coast to get 
together in an attempt to make an 
amicable selection of a trustee for 
the bankrupt, opposing groups were 
at swords points all during the 
meetings last week. Indications 
were that a battle royal would take 
place when voting on the official 
takes place Thursday (6). 

First creditors’ meeting, held 
March 29, was continued until to- 
day (3). Nothing was accomplished 
at the first confab, since majority 
and minority attorneys agreed to 
convene privately in an attempt to 
determine upon a cuitable trustee. 
They stipulated that if one was not 
agreed upon by today, they would 
come before Referee S. W. McNabb 
and have him call an election for 
April 6. 

All officers of Fox-West Coast, 
as well as people who have been 
dealing with them, have been sub- 
poenaed by the minovrity to appear 
for questioning regarding deals of 
Chase, Fox Film ani National The- 
atre Supply Co., and the relation- 
ship of these firms with the bank- 
rupt. Also to be scrutinized is the 
alleged attempts cf the bankrupt, 
the majority bill-holders and the 





| receivers to corner sufficient claims 


to elect their own choice of trustee. 
Understood here that the Chase- 
Fox group was ready to abandon any 


| ‘ * 
attempt to seat Charles Skouras as 


because of the overwhelming 
objection of the minority to any 
member of the present regime. 
Their choice was said to have 
switched to John P. Treanor, the 
other co-receiver, with the idea of 
having him engage an experienced 
operator to run the circuit, 
situation clarified itself on 


trustee 


Monday. 





but that | 


that the 12 banks 
holding notes of Film Productions, 
for the $13,369,932 loan a year 


would probably 


Admission 


Inc., 
get a prefer- 
liquidation of Paramount 
Publix in bankruptcy, highlighted 
developments yesterday (Monday) 
as election of a trustee was post- 
until Monday (13). 


ago, 
ence in 


poned a week 


This admission came from a Par 
attorney, Godfrey yoldmark, of 
Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin, on 


questioning by Justice Chase in the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, 

This development, coming sud- 
denly, had the immediate effect of 
complicating the status of the Par- 
amount estate, with doubt as to 
whether there will be adjudication 
of the voluntary petition asked for 
March 14, or adjudication of the 
involuntary petition filed Jan. 26 
by bondholders, the same date on 
which P-P itself was declared in 
equity receivership. 


Election of a trustee in bank- 
ruptcy, under the voluntary pro- 
ceedings, which was scheduled for 
yesterday (Monday) was postponed 
a week by the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals on reserving decision as to 
whether the involuntary petition 
should be adjudicated instead. 

Application before the Circuit 
Court asks for a writ of prohibi- 
tion to restrain the U. 8S. District 
Court and Referee Henry K. Da- 
vis from continuance of the volun- 
tary petition and election of a 
trustee thereunder, as well as a 
writ against Judge Bondy to con- 

(Continued on page 46) 


Industry Urges Rolph 
Veto of Bill Relieving 
Agents of Supervision 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Following a protest by industry 
leaders, Gov. James A. Rolph, Jr., 
is expected to veto the Redwine 
amendment to the state employment 
agency act which would remove 
state restrictions from film agents 
in their dealings with actor, writer 
and director clients. 

Chief film argument against the 
amendment is that it would remove 
from the jurisdiction of the em- 
ployment law all agents handling 
people earning $200 and more 
weekly. 

Bill, passed by the House and 
Senate, is said to have been lobbied 
through quietly by George Frank 
and his attorney. 

Would Legalize Verbal Deals 

Signing of the amendment, it is 
argued, would give legality in court 
to so-called verbal agreements in 
commission cases, several of which 
type have been thrown out of court 
within the last year. Judges 
pointed out in their decision that as 
the agents come under the provi- 
sions of the employment law no 
verbal agreement has any standing, 
inasmuch as the statute specifically 
states that commission agreements 
must be in writing. 

With industry leadership interest 
in the Redwine amendment there 
has come a stronger agitation 
among agency clients for the ine 
stitution of a code of practice for 
agents such as was recently sug 
gested by the Academy. This body 
is working toward 
which would also entail 
ship in the organization for the 10- 
percenters and the establishment of 
a standard form of agent-client cone 
tract. 








G. B. Stern Sailing 
Hollywood, April 3. 
G. B. Stern finishes her writing 
contract at Radio and sails from 
New York April 12 for London. 


She was at Radio for six month® 
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Money Rates Drop, Wheat Soars, 
But Stock Prices Are Sluggish; 


Amusements Mark Time, Kodak Off 


By AL GREASON 


The stock market drifted through 
another dull day although there 
were developments that in another 
day might have inspired a brisk run 
up. Wheat gained a cent and a 
half and the rate for call money 
slipped to 2% per cent. 

Only issue associated with the 
amusements that broke away from 
the current narrow range was East- 
man Kodak, which slipped below 50 
after holding to that critical level 
for weeks. Selling seemed to be 
based on publication of the income 
report showing net for last year 
around $6,000,000 or less than half 
the profit for the previous year. 
Unofficial feeling is that the divi- 
dend will be maintained at the $5 
level. 

Amusements did practically noth- 
ing, with Loew holding closely to 
its recent zone and volume extreme- 
ly light. Bonds merely repeated 
last week’s prices. 


Paramount Trading Ends 


New setback to trading in the 
amusement shares came last week 
in the striking from the Stock Ex- 
change list of Paramount- Publix 
common. Nothing particularly new 
happened to the company to change 
its status, but the technical de- 
parture of that one-time leader of 
the group from the speculative pic- 
ture had a depressing effeet all 
around, 

End of the issue’s career—for the 
present, anyhow—was accompanied, 
as usual, by rather large scale 
dumping of the stock, which went to 
a minimum quotation of 12% cents 
a share. Finish came with the an- 
nouncement of the Empire Trust 
Co. of New York that it would no 
longer act as the transfer agent of 
the stock, which automatically re- 
moved it from trading, not the cir- 
cumstance of its decline to %, as is 
popularly supposed. 

Withdrawal of the Exchange fa- 
cilities for prompt marketing of the 
stock brought about the slump 
rather than the decline causing its 
removal from the list. The stock 
now goes to the outside market for 
over-the-counter trading, and prob- 
ably will continue there for the 
present. New development probably 
will be the forerunner of a scaling 
down in the common stock equities 
as part of a reorganization program, 
which, once complete, might restore 
the issue to Big Board trading. 
Company may, of course, apply for 
relisting, although there has not 
been a return of rejected stock ina 
generation. 

Departure of Paramount from the 
list is the third in a year among the 
amusement group. General Thea- 
tres new stock was the first to go 
by the board, followed in a few 
months by Shubert common, both 
companies being in receivership. 
Fox theatres earlier had been 
dropped by the Curb. The ruling 
on Paramount common (PX) does 
not, of course, have any effect upon 
the two bond issues regularly traded 
in in the Stock Exchange bond de- 
partment, 

It was an inauspicious week all 
around for the theatre stocks. A 
Fox stockholder’s exploratory suit 
asking a receivership for that com- 
pany and demanding an accounting 
was of brief duration. It was 
brought a few days before payment 
on the Fox debentures was due, 
April 1, and was promptly with- 
drawn when it was made known 


(Continued on page 42) 


Par Forfeiting $12,500 


With Ernst Lubitsch feeling that 
he doesn’t want to make the screen 
version of ‘Design For Living,’ 
Paramount will probably forfeit the 
$12,5000 deposit given Max Gordon 
toward the purchase price of the 
piece. 

Understood Gordon was 
$75,000 for the screen rights. 


Civic Huddle on Wages 


Altoona, April 3. 

With theatre operators attempting 
to reduce booth expenses from $180 
to $135 weekly, per four men, all five 
principal theatres of the city were 
closed last Monday, March 27, but 
reopened Tuesday through the ef- 
forts of Mayor John J. McMurray. 

A disinterested committee was 
named to investigate the projected 
reduction, to report findings this 
week. All but one of the theatres 
are locally owned, the exception be- 
Ing that of the Wilmer-Vincent 
chain. 








asking 











+ . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Shares, Open. High. Last.chge. 
100 Con. F. pf. 7 7 
2,500 East. K... 52 48% 48%-—-2% 
800 Fox ...... 1 1 1 +% 
100 Keith pf.. 9 9 9 +1 
1,200 Loew's ... 10% 9% 10 
200 Do pf 37% 37 37 —% 
4,400 RCA os... 3% 
200 RKO ..... 1% % 1% 
2,500 W. B....0. 1% 1% &% 
BONDS 
$3,000 Keith . 30% 30% 30%+ % 
5,000 Loew's ... 56 55 55 
3,000 Par-F » 6% 6% 6%— % 
1,000 Par-P . 6 6 6%— % 
CURB 
1,000 Tech. .... 3% 3% + % 
300 Trans-L ee 1% 1% 1% + % 











Bargain Twin 
Bills Shatter 


Frisco Peace 





San Francisco, April 3. 

A price and quantity war is 
deemed a virtual certainty for this 
burg before the end of April. 
Frisco’s houses have been run- 
ning along at a satisfactory pace 
for years, but recent conversion of 
Fox’s St. Francis and the big Fox 
policies of two first-run pix at min- 
imum admissions is seen as sure to 
bring on an upheaval of the entire 
Rialto and its long standing credo 
of healthy prices, with a spirit of 
co-operation between all. 


Four weeks ago Fox-West Coast 
started the radical move in its 
1,500-seat Market street house, the 
St. Francis, scaled at 40c top. In- 
itial week’ the take was $8,500, sec- 
ond stanza is skyrocketed to a vig- 
orous $9,500 and third week, though 
dropping to $7,000, was still plenty 
good—so good, in fact, competition 
houses have felt the pinch, 
Reopening last Saturday (1) was 
the 5,000-seat Fox, which Joe Leo 
is operating for his brother-in-law, 
William Fox. Leo is asking 15 
cents for matinees and two-bits at 
night for a pair of first-run films. 
Theatre started with plenty of 
opening day fireworks, including 
Hollywood stars, etc., and, in addi- 
tion, has a two-week tie-up with a 
toothpaste brand permitting free 
admission to all customers handing 
the doorman a carton. 

Little early yet to estimate the 
Fox’s intake, but lowest prices in 
town, adjacency to every street 
car line, and the class of house it- 
self are items counted upon to 
swell the gross and whet competi- 
tion with other theatres to razor 
keenness, 

After next week, when RKO 
takes stage shows out of the Gol- 
den Gate Loew’s Warfield with 
F&M revues will have only stage 
show in town. Following ‘King 
Kong,’ which is in for a run, it is 
possible that the Gate may go into 
a reduced price policy, while there 
has been some talk of Fox Para- 
mount following suit. 

Likely though it is that down- 
town first runners will chop ad- 
mish, it’s much moré probable that 
the naborhoods and Market street 
subsequent runs will bring out the 
scissors, since such theatres as the 
Strand, Casino, Davies and Califor- 
nia feel the competitive pinch. 





B&K May Get ‘Kong’ 


Chicago, April 3. 
Question of where ‘King Kong’ 
will get its first Chicago run 


brought up the possibility last week 
that the Palace would violate its 
traditional no holdover policy. This 
is to give the exchange the loop 
break they believe ‘Kong’ should 
have. 

Meanwhile Balaban & Katz wants 
the picture for the Oriental and it 
may yet be sold away from RKO. 
Radio exchange believes’ three 
weeks’ minimum and at 25% deal 
can be had for the Oriental. Palace 
would arrange in advance for both 
vaudeville and picture to play two 





weeks. 





Thanks to H. B. Franklin and 
Herschel Stuart 


HORACE HEIDT 


Returns to Broadway 
Held Over RKO Roxy, New York 








TRIAL NECESSARY 


Chatkin Denied Summary 
Judgment in N. Y. Court 





Feld, 





Milton Feld and Dave Chatkin 
suits against Publix as result of 
denial Friday (31) by Judge Valente 
of motions by each for summary 
judgment, means they must go to 
trial. In denying the motions, the 
N. Y. court ruled that Feld and 
Chatkin had not proved they were 
discharged by Publix, as alleged. 
Justice Valente held that a triable 
issue existed. 

Decision sets forth that Publix 
denied the ailegation Feld and Chat- 
kin were not permitted to continue 
in its employ after Dec. 10 and that 
on that date Feld and Chatkin were 
informed the salary check given 
them would be the last they’d re- 
ceive. Publix answer declares, also, 
that on Dec. 10 company gave 
plaintiffs checks for two weeks’ sal- 
ary due and nothing else occurred. 


Writers’ Guild Expects 
100% Studio Membership 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Screen Writers’ Guild hopes to 
have 100% membership of the 
recognized film writers by the time 
the annual meeting of the body is 
called -April 6 at which time a new 
slate of officers will be elected. Old 
officers stepping out, by agreement, 
will not contest new election at 
which time mostly newly affiliated 
members will be nominated, 

New officers will be selected 
mainly from the group which start- 
ed agitation recently for some or- 
ganization of writers, independent 
of the Academy. It is expected at 
the meeting, roster of the guild will 
exceed 250. Writer checkup shows 
that only 300 writers in Hollywood 
are accorded screen credits, 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 














Week April 7 
Paramount— ‘Mind Reader’ 
CWB). 
Capitol — ‘Gabriel Over the 
White House’ (Metro) (2d wk). 


Strand—‘42d Street’ (WB) 
(5th wk). 

Rivoli—‘Secrets’ (UA) (4th 
wk). 


Roxy — ‘Infernal Machine’ 
(Fox). 
RKO Roxy—‘Out All Night’ 


(U). 
Music Hall — 
(Fox) (6). 
Palace—‘Parole Girl’ 
Rialto— ‘Destination 
known’ (U). 


‘Cavalcade’ 


(Col). 
Un- 





Foreign Films 

‘Viktoria und thr Hussar’ 
(Kinematrade) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (8). 

‘M’ (Foremco) 
(Mayfair) (2d wk). 

*Hertha’s Erwachen’ (Protex) 
(Little Carnegie) (4th wk). 


Week April 14 

Capitol—‘Today We 
(Metro). 

Strand — ‘Central 
(WB). 

Rivoli—‘Oliver Twist’ (Mon) 
(12). 

RKO Roxy—'Big Cage’ (U), 
in ‘Trouble.’ 
Rialto—‘Cohens and Kellys’ 
(U). 
Mayfair—Bondage’ (Fox). 


(German) 





Live’ 
Airport’ 





$2 Pictures 
‘White Sister’ (Metro) (Astor) 





(4th wk). 








Hollywood 





department. 


Paramount has spotted Al Jack- 
son to write the book for a musical 
which William Le Baron will pro- 
duce. 





Metro has promised to loan 
Jimmy Durante to Reliance for ‘Joe 
Palooka’ as soon as the comedian 
completes his stage engagement in 
New York. 





Lenore Coffee is scripting for 
‘Four Frightened People,’ which 
Paramount has purchased as Cecil 
B. DeMille’s next, 





Dolores Del Rio will appear in ‘La 
Modesta,’ by G. B. Stern, as her first 
picture under her Radio contract. 





Behind on _ western releases, 
Monogram will shove two, ‘The Gal- 
lant Fool’ and ‘Fighting Texans,’ in 
following completion of ‘Keturn of 
Casey Jones,’ »efore resuming pro- 
duction on the regular feature re- 
leases. 





Dorothy Yost has been put on a 
rewrite of the Faramount script, 
‘Don’t Call Her Madam,’ which will 
feature Alison Skipworth, Mary Bo- 
land and Charles Ruggles. 





Faith Baldwin’s ‘Beauty’ will 
probably be George Fitzmaurice’s 
last picture under his present Metro 
contract. Marion Davies is in mind 
for the film. 





Leslie Charteris English novelist, 
is working on a treatment of E. 


Depends on Rentals If 
- RKO Shuts 2 in Detroit 


Detroit, April 3. 


Whether RKO will continue the 
operation of the Uptown and the 
Downtown theatres in Detroit looks 
to be decided this week in New 
York. Houses were to have shut 
down Friday (31), but until deci- 
sion is made will continue. What 
RKO decides depends on readjust- 
ment of overhead conditions with 
landlords and unions, and unless re- 
ductions can be had, RKO will have 
to let go, as houses aren’t deemed 
operative under current overhead 
costs. 

Rent on the Downtown amounts 

to about $65,000 annually, and on 
the Uptown around $25,000 annually. 
Union Guardian Trust, one of 
Detroit’s closed banks, is trustee for 
the bondholders on the theatres’ 
real estate, and the factor to make 
the decision as to reductions in a 
rental way. But so “ar no agree- 
ment has been met between the 
parties. 
Understanding here is that if the 
properties revert to the bank, Ar- 
thur Freudenfeld, presently district 
manager for RKO in Detroit in 
charge of the two theatres, may 
operate for the bank and realty 
holders. 











Agents Want That 50% 
Cut, But in Office Rent 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Hollywood agents are seeking re- 
ductions in office rent up to 50%. 
Loss of commissions because of re- 
duced player, director and writer 
salaries during the cut period is 
causing even the larger agencies to 
look for ways to skimp. 

In one office building, with a land- 
lord who refuses to drop rents, 
agents located there are talking of 
organizing and presenting a threat 
of moving if a cut is not granted. 

It is understood that many agents 
are thinking of moving to Beverly 
Hills, where taxes are lower. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert McGowan. 
Ward Morehouse. 
Leo Turtledove. 
Dave Werner. 
Diana Wynyard. 
Eddie Alperson. 
Joe Toplitsky. 











ee 


~~ +. to, A. 


Edward Sutherland, 
William Saal. 

S. R. Kent. 

Spyros Skouras. 
Sidney Towle. 











A. J. Michel, 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the regular weekly ‘Variety/ 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


Phillips Oppenheim’s ‘Gangster 
Glory,’ so that studio may determine 
whether or not to pick up its option 
on the story. 





Fox is bringing Helen Broderick 
here for a part in ‘II Loved You 
Wednesday.’ 





Exteriors for ‘I’ll Be Hanged if I 
Do’ are being shot near Guadala- 
jara, Mexico, by Ford Beebe, pro- 
duction manager for Mascot, and 
Ernie Miller, lensman. 





Leo Robin goes on ‘International 
House’ as his first lyric job under a 
24-week termer with Paramount. 





Following a leave of absence, 
Donald Ogden Stewart has returned 
from New York to resume work as 
& writer at Metro, 





Possibility of a release with Brite 
ish Gaumont took Larry Darmour 


and George Weeks to Kansas City 


for a conference with Arthur Lee, 
N. ¥. rep of BG. 


‘TI Bet a Million,’ by Emmett An- 
thony, Chicago newspaperman, will 
be first produced by Robert Welsh 
for Radio release. Picture, to be 
made at Pathe, will cost $150,000. 








Rushing Beer Film 

Title ‘Song of the Eagle,’ intended 
by Paramount for a patriotic pic- 
ture, will be used instead on Charles 
R. Rogers’ film now called ‘Beer 
Baron.’ It gives the beer yarn a 
patriotic angle. Film is being 
rushed for day and dating in all key 
cities beginning April 28. 





Metro’s ‘Nora’ has been retitled 
‘Midnight Lady,’ and will have Lo- 
retta Young, on loan from Warners, 
and Franchot Tone ft. the leads 
which Clark Gable and Jean Har- 
low refused to play. 





Refusing to accept the eight’ 
weeks’ cut, Brian Marlow went off 
He. 
where he, 


the Paramount writing staff. 
continues at Columbia, 
was or. loan, to write an original. 


Short-Wave Enthusiast 

Tom Jentzges, projectionist at the 
F-WC Proadway, Santa Ana, has 
been relaying messagés through 
his short-wave radio between Metro 
technicians left in Alaska to come 
plete scenes for ‘Eskimo’ and their 
families here. He also relays mese- 
sages for the studio. 








Helen Mack has been given a 
three-picture contract, with options, 
by Radio. She had a bit in ‘Sweep- 
ings.’ 


Leonard Praskins is back at Metro 
to do a script on ‘Tugboat Annie.’ 








Henigson’s Lawsuit 
Henry Henigson, Universal studio 
manager, goes to Chicago April 23 
Constance Cummings has been 
given a three-picture contract by 
Universal, starting in the summer, 
when she returns from Europe. 


Werner Stays On 
Dave Werner is stayine at Uni- 
versal, He left here Friday (31) by 
plane for New York, where he will 
present a play, during a leave of 
abgence. 








to press a damage action against 
the Excelsior Motor Maintenance & 
Supply Co. Henigson wants a re- 
fun on a contract for sound equip- 
ment, to which he bought rights 
five years ago. 


New U Writers 
Sarah Y. Mason is on the Univer- 
sal lot to write an original. Erwin 
Gelsey is doing an adaptation of 
‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ by 
Jean Bart. 








John McCormick Agenting 
John McCormick succeeds A, 
George Volck as v.-p. of Joycee 
Selznick, Inc. The former First Na- 
tional production head will be in 
charge of selling writers and direc- 
tors, 





Full Pay at F-WC 

After working two weeks on 50% 
salaries, F-WC employees were last 
week restored to full pay. This is 
in effect for two weeks, when, if the 
emergency still exists, the 50% cut 
will go in again for another two 
weeks. 





Mirror, Hollywood, goes vaudfilm 
Sunday (9), with four to five acts 
each week and a Saturday midnight 
performance jor tryouts. Jack 
Adams will direct the pit band. 





Houston 
The 


Radio has bought 
Branch’s original, ‘Fire-Eater.’ 
story is for Bill Boyd. 


Schulberg, Ltd. 
B. P. Schulberg Productions, Ltd., 
has been formed by Paramount's 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Cleveland F raming Civic Shows as 
~ Showmen-Union Deadlock Goes On 








Cleveland, April 4. 

No settlement is yet in sight for 
Cleveland's unions and theatre men. 
After two weeks of futile parleys 
over wage cuts, both sides are hope- 
lessly deadlocked and are now 
gtanding back, throwing mud at 
each other and wrangling over con- 
tract interpretations. Fewer con- 
ferences are being held, and it looks 
as if Cleveland's 92 theatres, al- 
ready shuttered for three weeks, 
will stay dark until Easter. 

For the last week unions have 
been negotiating individually with 
reps of nabes, closed since March 
11, and with heads of chain the- 


atres, which closed March 16. Both 
of the latter turned down the 
unions’ three counter’ proposals, 
Claiming they either did not give 
enough relief or left too many open- 
ines for future litigation. 

Labor officials, in turn are hold- 
fing out against the 36% cut asked 
for nabe boothmen and the 25% 
glash for craftsmen in downtown 
houses, on grounds that the the- 
atres’ promises are filled with loop- 
holes. During negotiations in New 
York unions first compromised with 
@ 15% cut but went up to 20%. 

Truce Fails 

In their third and last compromise 
to nabe owners, stagehands’ and 
operators’ locals stated they were 
willing to take the 25% cut until 
Aug. 1, with the old scale being re- 
stored then until present contracts 
expire Sept. 1. Plan was to use the 

(Pantene on et 40) 


N. Y. OPERATORS NIX 
ALL THEATRES’ CUTS 


While operators in some parts of 
the country are signifying a will- 
fnmgness to yield some small cuts, 
the strongest of the locals, New 
York’s 306, has voted to grant no 
relief whatever, either to chains or 
independents. 

Chains had asked for a 25% re- 


@uction. The indies, though asking 
for some relief in the present emer- 
gency, had not indicated percentage 
Gesired. 

General opinion among operator 
unions around the country, except 
where dire business setbacks in the- 
atres prevails, is that chains are 
trying to force unions to cut now 
with the 25-35-50% personnel re- 
ductions as the lever. 

An exception is Buffalo, a hard- 
hit show town, where operators are 
attempting to work out a cut of 
around 15% for local theatres. Mike 
Shea, virtually controlling the first 
run situation in Buffalo, had asked 
for 50%. 

In New York, 306 takes the at- 
titude, so far as chains are con- 
cerned, that a 10% cut was granted 
last spring and under the agree- 
ment 5% of that cut is supposed to 
be returned to boothmen this com- 
ing September. 

Inability to get together with 
operator unions in three towns in 
Wisconsin last week resulted in 
Warner Bros. and Fox each closing 
down six theatres. Houses of chains 
are located in Racine, Sheboygan 
and Appleton. Chains demanded a 
25% cut, unions refusing to grant 
more than 15%. 

Meanwhile, the situation in 
Cleveland remains deadlocked, with 





theatres remaining closed after 
turning down a 15% offer from the 
operators. 





Richmond Quits F-WC 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Phil Richmond, for last four years 
in Fox-West Coast real estate de- 
partment, has resigned. 
He left last night (2) for his 
former home in Connecticut, where 
he plans to spend several months, 





No Philly Shut-Down 


Philadelphia, April 3. 

Philadelphia's independent houses 
did not close on Saturday, as 
threatened, because of a rental war. 
M.P.T.O.A. reported that exchanges 
had made individual settlements 
with exhibitors to such an extent 
that further action was deemed un- 


necessary. 

However, numerous closings for 
the summer season, some to take 
place soon, are forecast. General 
conditions are given as the reason. 








Zukor’s Attitude on 
Par Employees Who 
Purchased Par Stock 


With Paramount Publix, in bank- 
ruptcy, forced off the big board, 
Adolph Zukor, from accounts, is 
deeply concerned over employees 
and former employees of P-P, whose 
money is tied up in the company’s 
common stock. They had been given 
the right by P-P to buy the stock, 
in peak times, at $52 a share, on 
convenient installments, although 
selling for more on the Stock Ex- 
change at the time. Last Wednes- 
day, when the stock on a turnover 
of 10,300 shares struck a new low 
of 25c (although the price had noth- 
ing to do with the removal of any 
stock), the N. Y. Stock Exchange 
governing committee removed it 
from the big board. That step was 
taken at the close of business the 
following day (Thursday). Action 
by the Stock Exchange was taken 
because of the company’s failure to 
maintain transfer offices in ‘New 
York. 

At the same time the committee 
on securities of the Exchange ruled 
that all deliveries of Paramount 
Famous Lasky 6% bonds due in 
1947, and certificates of deposit for 
the Paramount Publix 5% bonds due 
in 1950, must be made henceforth 
with the certificates stamped to in- 
dicate that proof of claim has been 
filed with respect thereto and pro- 
viding for assignment to the trans- 
feree of claims. 


Courtesy Pass $5,400 
Fund, Up in Midwesco 


Milwaukee, April 3. 


The $5,400 raised via a 10c cour- 
tesy pass tax bobbed up in the 
bankruptcy proceedings of Fox Mid- 
wesco Theatres. Julius Goetz, 
trustee for creditors in the action, 
maintained that the money should 
be turned over to his group while 
theatre men contended that the 
creditors were not entitled to it. 

The courtesy fund was formerly 
used by theatre employees in case 
of sickness or accident. No legal 
precedent for its disposition has 
come to light. 

Fred Westphal, referee in bank- 
ruptcy, allowed the sale of some 
equipment in the Palace and Strand, 
Milwaukee, and the Midwesco 
houses in Antigo and Fond du Lac. 
Sale netted $1,800. 














See Repeal of Nutmeg 


Theatre Seat Impost, 


Hartford, Conn., April 3. 


A bill in the state legislature to 
either kill or reduce the present seat 
tax which nets the State of Con- 
necticut more than $500,000 a year 
had its hearing the past week be- 
fore the judiciary committee. 

More than 150 theatre men and 
others appeared in behalf of the 
bill and only one person appeared 
to oppose it. It is reported likely 
the bill will be passed. 


‘GH JUNITORS 
BETTER PAID 


House Managers in Windy 
City Nurse Their Bruises 
—Dispirited and  Dis- 
gusted as Subordinates 
Get Two or Three Times 
More Salary Than Man- 
agers — Paradox of Re- 
sponsibility Without Any 
Premium 


NO DAYS OFF 








Chicago, April 3. 
Chicago theatre managers in many 
cases get $35 a week while the house 
janitor (union) gets $40. This para- 
dox of the man in charge getting 
less than his ltowest menial em- 


ployee could not be duplicated out- 
side of show biz and perhaps not 
outside of Chicago, admittedly the 
strongest union town in America. 
Even the boss soda jerker at a 
fountain gets $3 more a week for 
counting the tomatoes. 

House managers here are, of 
course, long accustomed to paying 
their projectionists, musicians, and 
stagehands anywhere from $75 to 
$150 weekly, but the pain and hu- 
miliation of the janitor getting more 
money is comparatively a recent 


phenomenon following the last 
batch of salary cuts for non- 
unionists. 

Discouraged 


It’s no secret to anybody who 
cares to find out that managerial 
morale in Chicago is at the lowest 
ebb in theatrical history. The boys 
have had the spunk and ginger 
squeezed out of them. They feel 
they are putting in long hours, 
worrying, fretting, taking the criti- 
cisms of their superiors, and assum- 
ing the not inconsiderable burden 
and responsibilities of running a 
theatre while their so-called sub- 


; ordinates get all the gravy. 


Right now house managers divide 
their time between hating the union 
help for their independence and en- 
vying these same_ subordinates. 
Average house manager puts in 
about 12 hours’ work a day. That 
contrasts with the five or six-hour 
working days of the unionists. Most 
managers for the past year don’t 
get any day off but work straight 
through something like 84 hours a 
week. This figures out as average 
wages go of 53c an hour for the 
average house manager. 

There aren’t over six house man- 
agers getting $75 a week in Chicago, 
it is said. And that’s probably top. 
Balaban & Katz managers have 
taken four pay cuts in all. Other 
circuits have also slashed plenty 


and often. 
House managers appear to be de- 
veloping an _ inferiority complex. 


Long since shorn of most of their 
initiative, they now feel they have 
been deprived of all dignity and 
standing in dealing with their own 
employees whose incomes are twice 
to three times as great. 





Warners Sets All-Negro 
Film for Chi 1st Run 


Chicago, April 3. 

Warners have spotted the all- 
colored picture, ‘Scandal,’ controlled 
by Irving Yates and Jack Goldberg, 
in their Metropolitan here opening 
April 26. 

It will be the Chicago debut and 
south side first run for the Lincoln 
Film Co.’s newest opus. 





Tenn. Sundays Look Set 


Memphis, April 3. 
A Sunday film bill was introduced 
in the Tennessee legislature by 
Memphis representatives. 
Sponsored by Mayor Watkins 





Overton of Memphis, it assures its 
passage for Sunday openings here. 


> 


MANAGERS AT 53c AN HOUR 








Newsreel Theatre for Chi?| 


Chicago, April 3. 

Possibility of Chicago getting a 
newsreel theatre’ this summer. 
World's Fair crowds provide a 
natural testing opportunity, it is 
thought, as the floating population 
wanting to kill 45 minutes will be 
enormous, it is estimated. 

One considered idea was that 
such a newsrecl theatre would be 
ideal in the Fair grounds itself on 
the theory that sight-seeing will be 
physically exhausting and a news- 
reel program would be alluring for 
a two-fold reason, curiosity and 
rest. 

However, if it materializes, news- 
reel arcade will probably be in the 
loop. 


Owners Dickering to 
Take Back Par’s Minn., 
Mpls., 4,200 Capacity 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

Local company owning the Min- 
nesota theatre, headed by S. L. Mc- 
Knight, banker, has taken steps to 
cancel Paramount-Publix’s 100-year 
lease of the $2,000,000 4,200-seat de 
luxer, one of the largest and most 
elaborate in the west. The theatre, 
costing P-P more than $5,000 a week 
to carry even while dark, has been 
closed for more than a year. Rental 
has not been paid since last De- 
cember and a suit was filed several 
weeks ago to collect the unpaid rent 
for the past four months. 

Robert Driscoll, attorney for the 
owners, has served notice on Par 
that the local company is taking the 
theatre back. He anticipates no op- 
position. 

In other hands, the Minnesota 
would be serious opposition for 
Publix Northwest circuit, now in re- 
ceivership, but making progress 
with its reorganization. Publix 
would be left with four loop first 
run houses, the largest of them 
being the State, seating 2,200; the 
second largest, the Century, 1,600 
capacity. 


B’WAY PAR’S FREE BEER; 
HIPP’S BASEMENT IDEA 


Two New York theatres that may 
go for beer as a drawing card are 
the Paramount and Hippodrome, 
each with its own idea. The Par, 
for the first week or two of legalized 
beer, may try to get away with 
handing it out free as part of the 
admission to the theatre, by setting 
up a bar in the lobby or downstairs 
in the smoking room, probably lat- 
ter. Although a ruling has not yet 
been obtained as to whether a li- 
cense is required to give away beer, 
the Par may go ahead and test out 
the matter, 

With all theatres looking to suf- 
fer at the start through competition 
from hotels, beer gardens, bars, etc., 
where beer may be purchased, idea 
to try to steer some of this trade 
into the Paramount through the 
free-beer gag. 

The Hipp may goin for beer asa 
permenent staple by converting the 
theatre’s basement into a drinking 
place. Basemen was formerly Toy- 
town under the old Albee regime. 























Chicago, April 3. 

B & K houses here, notably the | 

large first runs, are considering in- 

stallation of bars for free beer as a 

box office lure, if and when locally 
okay. 


BUTTERWORTH’S SOLO 


Charlie Zutterworth’s contract | 
with Metro calls for but one picture, 





‘The Chaser,’ to star Lee Tracey. 





Butterworth closed recently in| 
Howard Dietz’s ‘Flying Colors,’ | 
musical 


1s 


New RKO Subsid Proposed to Assume 
Orpheum’s Old $2,390,000 Debt to KAO 


Organization of a new subsidiary 
of RKO which will be known as the 
Stadium Theatres Corp. is under 
way, pending approval of Federal 
Judge Bondy, who is considering the 
move on the request of the RKO re- 
ceivers. The new company will be 
a kind of holding company for cer- 
tain obligations due from Orpheum 
Circuit. 


Creation of the new firm arises 
out of complaint stated to have 
been originally lodged by M. J. 


Meehan, stock broker and owner of 
one-third of the preferred of Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum. Another one-third 
is owned by RKO, which also owns 
all the common stock of KAO. 


Objection was made that certain 
obligations amounting to $2,394,655, 
credited as owed by KAO to RKO 
was really owed by Orpheum to 
RKO, instead. 


Organization of Stadium Theatres 
Corp. is by agreement of the op- 
posing parties to take over that 
obligation and thus relieve RKO of 
the burden. 

Interest in the squabble comes 
from the fact that the complaint 
mostly has to do with the way Or- 
pheum got the money. Orpheum is 
controlled by KAO and the advance 
of $2,394,655 which was handed Or- 
pheum was given by RKO through 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum, and the lat- 
ter company, therefore, set down as 
the debtor on the amount to RKO, 
with Orpheum set down as the 
debtor to KAO. 

The money involved is on notes 
due July 1, 1933. It will become 
payable to Stadium Theatres Corp. 
if Judge Bondy approves the agree- 
ment as made. The agreement 
saves all sides considerable litiga- 
tion that might have resulted but 
for the settlement of the problem. 

At the same time, the move places 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum in a_ very 
healthy position, as with the re- 
moval of such obligations to RKO, 
where apparently it belonged, KAO 
is left with only about $144,000 in 
debts outstanding. 

At the same time, Stadium The- 
atres becomes the biggest creditor 
of Orpheum and in any reorganiza- 
tion of that bankrupt company may 
figure as the new operating firm of 
Orpheum, when and if reorganiza- 
tion is completed, But that’s most- 
ly conjecture. 

Matter of the creation of Stadium 
Theatres Corp. and the agreement 
was argued before Judge Bondy on 
Friday, with his decision expected 
to be handed down this week, 





Orpheum, Denver, Recvr, 
RKO Pool Called Off 


Denver April 3. 

On application in U. S. District 
court of the United States National 
Bank of Denver, their trust officer, 
Albert H. Jewell, was appointed re- 
ceiver of the Denver Orpheum com- 
pany because of default on payment 
of $14,000 interest due March 1 and 
because of this development, Harry 
Huffman has dissolved the RKO- 
Huffman pool and is again oper- 
ating his five theatres under the old 
Aladdin Theatre Corporation name. 
Houses include the Aladdin, Tabor, 
Rialto, Bluebird and Bideawee. The 
receiver is arranging with Huffman 
to operate the Orpheum. No change 
of policy is contemplated. 

Judgment is asked of $480,000 due 
on bonds sold when the Denver 
Orpheum was in process of building. 
3onds worth $29,000 have been re- 
deemed. 


Defendants in this action are the 


Denver Orpheum Company, the 
Orpheum Theatres’ Operating Cor- 
poration, lessee of the building, and 
lequipment, the Orpheum Circuit, 


Inc., holder of a second mortgage of 


$485,610. Keith-Albee-Orpheum Cor- 
poration now holding a_ second 
mortgage as collateral security from 
the Orpheum Circuit and Colorado 
Theatres Corporation in which 
Harry Huffman is interested. 
Because of contracts, pictures will 
be divided between Aladdin and 


Pank claims Denver Or- 
owes $1,100,000 and 


Orpheum. 
pheum Company 
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Easter Budgets Denting L. A.'s 


B. 0. Appeal: 


Still, ‘Rasputin 


$16,500, Very Nice; Par, Ditto 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Pinching pennies for Easter 
clothes sort of shattered possibilities 

for any outstanding take currently, 
but biz rather big at State, Par- 
amount and Downtown. 

‘Rasputin’ at the State, minus a 
stage show, got the best takeoff on 
the week, with Paramount running 
second with ‘Pick Up,’ aided by a 
strong F&M unit. Rube Wolf ag- 
gregation at this house figured as 
responsbile for a major percentage 
of the draw. 

Both Warner Downtown and Hol- 
lywoo:d with ‘42d Street’ in its third 
stanza held up in great shape. At 
the Downtown, it hit around $1,- 
900 on initial day of the holdover 
week, with the Hollywood house be- 
ing $700 behind that figure. Holds 
a fourth week at Downtown. 

Chinese looks to have a dud in 
‘King Kong,’ now in second week, 
with the $1.10 gate figured to hurt 
considerably. Picture will probably 
close April 9 after two weeks and 
three days. ‘Big Cage’ running 
simultaneously at the Warner West- 
ern and Beverly houses off to good 
start. 

‘So This Is Africa,’ the Wheeler- 
Woolsey opus in the RKO, off to fair 
pace and will probably do business 
equal to that of the previous week, 
when ‘Goona Goona’ was held over. 

Outlying houses are doing tre- 
mendous business with ‘42d Street.’ 


‘The Dome, Ocean Park, seating 1,- 


000, played to biggest grosses and 
attendance it has had in its history 
over Saturday and Sunday, doing 
152% over regular Saturday grosses, 
and 100% more over Sunday grosses. 
Tower, at Pasadena, 1,200-seater, 
had picture booked in for 11 days 
and will run 14, possibly three 


. weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills (WB) (1,611; 25-50) 
—‘Big Cage’ (U). Off to a little bet- 
ter than house average business, 
which has been with second and 
third run policy. Should hit around 
$3,500. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.10)— 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) and stage show 
(2a week).. On the skids here this 
stanza. First week, including $2,300 
opening, brought in a gross of over 
$11,000, not so hot. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
*42d Street’ (WB) and vaudeville (3d 
week). Corking pace for third stan- 
za and looks like around $14,000, 
with holdover a fourth week set. 
Vaude show also holds. Last week 
great at around $15,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65)— 
*42d Street’ (WB) (3d week). Sort 
of slowed for third and final week, 
and may hit around $9,000. Last 
week, which was second for this 
opus, remarkable at around $16,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
(2,800; 15-25)—‘Air Hostess’ (Col) 
and ‘Penal Code’ (Monarch). Double 
bill nothing to brag of, so have to 
do best it can at around $3,100. Last 
week ‘What Price Decency’ (Equit) 
and ‘Manhattan Tower’ (Rem) at 
$3.000, no dice. 

Paramount (Marco) (3,595; 25-40) 
—‘Pick Up’ (Par) and stage show. 
Opening day start 50% better than 
previous week, with credit going to 
Rube Wolf and Grace Hayes on 
stage end for draw. Looks like 
around $16,000, excellent. Last week 
‘From Hell to Heaven’ (Par) no 
great fare for the house, with little 
short of $12,000. 

RKO. (2,950; 25-40)—‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Col) and ‘Parole Girl’ (Col). 
Should come in with around $8,000. 
fair. Last week ‘Goona Goona’ (1st 
Div), on holdover week, got more 
than most attractions do in this 
house on their initial week; remark- 
able at $6,300. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
‘Rasputin’ (MG). Those three Bar- 
rymores did not hurt this one’s draw 
here, as start indicates; looks like 
big $16,500. Last week ‘Big Drive’ 
(FD) better than anticipated at 
around $9,700. 

Western (WB) (2,500: 
‘Big Cage’ (U). Fairly 
may get around $7,800. 
‘Girl Missing’ (WB) 
better than $6,000. 


25-50)— 
good and 
Last week 
okay at little 





PAR TAKES P.A.’S NOVEL 

Lou Goldberg’s ‘Man Who Made 
a Fortune’ has been taken by Para- 
mount under a 45-day option. 

Macmillan Co. is publishing Gold- 
berg’s novel, being based on the life 
of F. G. Bonfils, late ‘Denver ‘Post’ 
owner-editor. 

Milton Mackaye, from the drama 
@esk of the N. Y. ‘Evening Post,’ 
will do the adaptation as his first 
acript job in Hollywood. 





‘KONG’ AND ‘GABRIEL’ 
GET IT ALL IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 3. 
Looks like ‘King Kong’ at the 
Stanley and ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House’ at the Penn will split what 








there is to split this week, with the 
former likely to get a shade the 
better of it. Neither one, however, 
living up to advance expectations, 
but can be considered satisfactory 
in view of Lenten season and rainy 
spell. 

‘Kong’ had all the better of it at 
the opening, and should be able to 
stand up to $14,000 or slightly more. 
Some choice exploitation got this 
one off to a nice start, and novelty 
ought to keep it going. Terrific 
Hearst splurge, together with insti- 
tutional advertising in other papers, 
didn’t give ‘Gabriel’ the impetus 
looked for, although political picture 
should build to a minimum of $13,- 
000, anyway. 

That’s going to take trade away 
from the rest of them, however, 
with the drain being felt all along 
the line. Fulton, with ‘Whistling in 
the Dark,’ will have to whistle to 
gather brutal $2,500, while at Davis 
‘Grand Slam’ and ‘When Strangers 
Marry’ looks about the same. Va- 
riety, in last week of vaudfilm and 
with ‘Behind Jury Doors’ on screen, 
winding up with feeble $2,950, while 
Warner may manage fair $4,800 with 
‘Christopher Strong’ on strength of 
Hepburn build-up. 


Estimates for This Week 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN) and ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col). No b.o. 


strength and hardly an entry for 
even the fair dough. Maybe $2,500, 
not so hot. Last week ‘Mind Reader’ 
(WB) and ‘Virgins of Bali’ about 
the same. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
40)—‘Whistling in the Dark’ (MG). 
Good entertainment, but they don’t 
know Truex from Adam here, and 
picture is suffering as result. Whis- 
tling for $2,500, and that’s pretty 
feeble whistling here. Last week 
‘Payment Deferred’ (MG) hung on 
for nice $3,700. 

Penn ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Gabriel Over White House’ 
(MG). Opening a bit of a disap- 
pointment, although this one should 
manage to build; $13,000, better 
than average, the current outlook. 
Last week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) around 
$17,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘King Kong’ (RKO). Should top the 
town at $14,000 or better. They still 
seem to be going for the freak stuff 
around here, and this one fills the 
novelty bill handily. Last week 
‘The Keyhole’ (WB) pretty depress- 
ing at $7,000. 

Variety (Jaffe) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Behind Jury Doors’ (Mayfair) and 
vaude. Slipped to $2,950 in last 
week of vaudfilm, house going to 
straight pictures. Last week ‘Slight- 
ly Married’ (Ches) and vaude $2,800. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO). None 
too sturdy drama, but should get 
somewhere on strength of Hepburn 
build-up. Probably $4,800, just in- 
between. Last week ‘Child of Man- 
hattan’ (Col) brutal at under $4,000. 





Stewart’s Gable Yarn 


Hollywood,, April 3. 
Donald Ogden Stewart is due in 
from New York today (3) %® do an 
original for Clarke Gable at Metro. 


Tacoma Good Nuff 


Tacoma, April 3, 

First-run plan for Rialto is out, 
with the house to go dime grind, 
H. T. Moore, owner of building, op- 
erating. 

Possibility is that both Music Box 
and Roxy may go vaude, as stage 
hands and musicians appear com- 
ing to workable terms. Four days 
per week plan for Music Box vaude. 


Estimates for This Week 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—Big Drive’ (FD). In for full 
week, $4,800 is big. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Jones’ (U), four days, did $2,- 
000; ‘Topaze’ (RKO), last half, for 
week’s gross of $3,350, good enough, 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 15-20)— 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (MG); 
‘Blame the Woman’ (Prin) and 
‘Williamson Beneath Sea’ (Prin) 
double, last half. Indicates a good 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Uptown New 
York’ (WW), ist half; ‘Midnight 
Warning’ (Mono) and ‘High Gear’ 
(Cap) last half, double, for oke 
$4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Hard to Handle’ (WB) and 
‘Rome Express’ (U). Double, ex- 
pects $1,700, oke. Last week, ‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par) and ‘Infernal Ma- 
chine’ (Fox), slow at $1,250. 


No Hits, No Runs, 
No Errors, S. F. 
Mooches Along 


San Francisco, April 3. 
With product not up to par, it’s 
nip and tuck among the houses this 


week, palms going to the low-priced 
double bill theatres, Fox and St. 
Francis. 

Hot weather Sunday (2) killed biz 
that day, but it’s hoped loss will be 
made up. 

Joe Leo sent the 5,000-seat Fox 
off in big style Saturday, with a 
bunch of Hollywood stars taking 
bows at the early night show; also 
that 15 and 25c admish undeniably 
accountable for much of the intake. 
Product will be indie stuff, but cur- 
rent is ‘Speed Demon’ (Col) and 
‘Should a Woman Tell?’ (Majestic). 
William Fox, who owns the house, 
can’t lose under the operating deal, 
as every week house is closed $10,- 
000 goes to Bank of America. If 
house stays open, anything taken in 
is that much earned, and this first 
week ought to hit close to $8,700. 

St. Francis has two pix, which, 
like the Fox’s, are hindered only by 
lack of names. ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ is well known here as a stage 
show. but Ernest Truex is an un- 
known quantity. ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
rates likewise, with Genevieve Tobin 
and Roland Young. However, the 
biz is coming in and looks like a 
comfortable week. 

Paramount has had plenty of 
plugging from Hearst’s ‘Examiner’ 
on ‘Gabriel,’ with serialization run- 
ning in that sheet, but there, too, 
the pic’s names are lacking. Walter 
Huston is distinctly not much at 
local box offices, Karen Morley 
doesn’t mean much, and Franchot 
Tone is unheard of. Which makes 
‘Gabriel’ another x quantity. Pic- 
ture is not drawing the women. 

Warfield with ‘Grand Slam’ faces 
the same problem, neither Lukas 
nor Loretta Young meaning much. 
Eddie Peabody on stage means 
something extra, but show is some- 
what limited in drawing largely 
from bridge fans| And the name 
problem carries on over to RKO’s 
Golden Gate, where Katherine Hep- 
burn is in ‘Christopher Strong. Her 
fan mag publicity has helped, but 
she’s still too new. 

On the other hand, United Artists 























From ‘The New 








Yorker, 
Drawn by Al Frueh 


f 


March 24, 1933 





Christopher Strong,’ $19,000, Nice; 





‘SCANDALS’ TAB 246, 





Cincinnati, April 38. 

White's ‘Scandals’ magneting the 
record take of the season at Albee. 
Current grosses of four more of the 
six first run theatres also show 
sweet gains over last week. 

‘Rasputin’ drawing swell and will 
holdover. ‘Gabriel Over White 
House’ only fair box office. Lyric 
and Palace will offer midnight per- 
formances Thursday in celebration 
of ‘New Beer’s Eve.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘When Strangers Marry’ (Col) and 
tab edition of George White's ‘Scan- 
dals,’ with Willie and Eugene How- 
ard. One of the biggest bargains 
ever. Boxoffice stampede, banner 
week of season for this house with 
$24,000, a wow. Last week ‘Private 
Jones’ (U) and vaude headlined by 
‘Fats’ Waller, a local radio name, 
slowed down to $8,600, poor, after 
promising start. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-55)— 
‘Gabriel Over White House’ (MG). 
Hollywood opening bally, attended 
by burg’s big shots and radioed via 
WKRC, but looks tame, $8,500, be- 
low expectations. Last week ‘Sail- 
or’s Luck’ (Fox) dropped off to $7,- 
000, fair. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 35-55)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG). First showing locally 
of the Barrymores’ starring vehicle 
at pop prices. Niftily fronted; $8,- 
500, okay. Last week ‘Luxury Liner’ 
(Par) $6,500, fair. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN). Bridge fans 
sitting in at this comedy to tune of 
$7,500, everybody happy. Last week 
‘42d Street’ (WB) ended three-week 
run with $10,000, terrific, following 
$30,000 in previous fortnight. Could 
have remained, but management 
began to worry that regulars might 
forget house location. Probably a 
nation-wide record for a 1,500-seater 
with this scale. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Second run, hop- 
ping to a sweet $4,000, justifying full 
week’s stay. Last week ‘Fast Life’ 
(MG), $2,800, good. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘End of the Trail’ (Col) and ‘Desti- 
nation Unknown’ (U). Split week, 
oke $2,200. Last week ‘Sundown 


Rider’ (Col) and ‘Obey the Law’ 
(Col), $2,000, fair. 
Strand (1,160; 15-25)—‘Daring 


Daughters’ (Maj) and vaude. Prin- 
cess Yvonne topping five-act bill. 
Mystic routine capped with pitch of 
dream and horoscope books at two- 
bits a copy, entitling purchasers to 
private questions. Should hit $4,000, 
same as last week, when family- 
time vaude was added to pictures, 
with ‘Constant Woman’ (WW) on 
screen. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Hurrah, It’s a 
Boy’ (German). Fair $800. Last 
week ‘Barberina’ (Cap), ditto. 





has one of picturedom’s best known 
names, Mary Pickford, in ‘Secrets.’ 
In second week it’s not good, not 
bad, just fair. So while names mean 
a great deal, quality of the picture 
also counts, and houses that haven’t 
got some of each in their current 
attractions are feeling the pinch. 
Lent, too, must be counted on in 
this heavily Catholic town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25)—‘Speed 
Demon’ (Col) and ‘Should a Wom- 
an Tell?’ (Maj). Opening week off 
to good start, with fireworks for 


first run policy at extremely low 
price, with latter big tactor. May 


hit $10,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65) — ‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Hepburn a stranger, 
and biz accordingly at $20,000. Last 
week Wheeler-Woolsey in ‘So This 
Is Africa’ (Col) got big $15,5¢0 on 
lith anniversary week of house. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,706; 30-40- 
55)—‘Gabriel’ (MG). Topicalness of 
film and ‘Examiner’ plugging some 
help; possibly fair $13,000. Last week 
‘King’s Vacation’ (WB) limited by 
Arliss’ draw to under $12,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (MG) and 


‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox). No names 
in either, but still good at $8,000, as 
compared to $7,000 on Kate Smith 
in ‘Hello, “Everybody’ (Par) and 


‘Humanity’ (Fox) last week. 
United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 





| fairish 
| 
| 


| ‘Clear All Wires’ 


‘Secrets’ (UA) (2d week). Pickford 
here at $7,500. First week 
about $10,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65)— 
‘Grand Slam’ (WB) and stage show 
with Eddie Peabody. No names in 
pix; fair at $16,500. Last week 
(MG) and Marjorie 
White on stage drew $18,000. 


‘SLAM’ 726, CINCY 


Gabriel’ 17/46; ‘Sister’ 116, 2d Wk. 


Chicago, April 3. 

Loop is buzzing with rumors of 
revived life all brought about by 
the forthcoming World's Fair, 
which opens June 1. It begins to 
look as if the summer grosses may 
eradicate some of the wrinkles from 
showmanly brows. 

Majestic theatre, with 1,996 seats, 
will enter the loop competition with 
pop price vaudfilm April 15. Adel- 
phi is another legit going into the 
pop division and the Erlanger is hot 
for a Paul Ash show. 


Illinois new sales tax was slapped 
down Saturday (1), but doesn’t ap- 
ply to theatre admissions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—Hell to Heaven’ (Par) and stage 
show. Moderate $26,000 in view for 
the week. Last week ‘Picl. Up’ 
(Par), buttressed by Don Redman-’ 
Mills Bros. all-colored show, got 
| good $35,600. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55) 
—‘Wax Museum’ (WB). Wretched 
business prevailing here week after 
week. Gets B&K’« fifth choice fea- 
tures and shorts to match, but this 
week maybe an upped $9,000. Last 
week ‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) worth 
only $7,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
—White Sister’ (MG), Flaps un- 
questionably liked this one, which 
will amass fair grosses here. This 
week might be $11,000, following 
spiffy getaway last week of $21,8v0. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Despite poor start, Friday 
evening was good, and gross for 
week may run to $19,000. House 
has been pegged around $18,000 last 
several weeks, and got that last 
week with ‘Rome Express’ (Gau- 
mont-U). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
75)—‘Gabriel Over White House’ 
(MG). Reopened Friday (31) with 
trade okay. Maybe $17,500. 





Stuart, Lincoln, 60c Top 
Plenty Hi, but Gettin’ It 


Lincoln, Neb., April 3. 
Heavy dramatic stuff features the 
ace houses along the row this week, 
but with everything favorable and 
none of the cheaner houses billing 


grade A pix, biz should look up. 
Last week's pull indicated biz in 
general to be on the up. 

Wage controversy has ceased to 
be noised about any more, and a 
quiet settlement is expected soon, 
Joe Cooper, overdue from N. Y., 
hasn’t arrived yet. Meanwhile Bob 
Livingston is helping the LTC lads 
in exploitation problems. 

Stuart gate is still a bone of cone 
tention among the paying public, 
with its doubled dough demand over 
every other house and presentation 
of the same class bill. To make the 
admission stand out like a sore 
thumb, the legit Liberty, directly 
across the street, has an hour more 
show, a stage band and vaude for a 
dime. The pic house gate nights is 
55-60c., 

This week ‘Rasputin’ goes into the 
Stuart, and the management hopes 
for the best. The Lincoln, taking a 
brodie last week, can’t help doing 
better with ‘Son-Daughter.’ Out- 
standing last week was the recep- 
tion given the Wheeler-Woolsey 
burly, ‘Se This Is Africa’—it was 
the first standout biz at the old 
Colonial in many moons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
‘Second Hand Wife’ (Fox). Good 
for about average $650. Last week 
‘So This Is Africa’ (Col) hung ’em 
out of the doors and windows, best 
week in months at high SRO $1.800. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Son-Daughter’ (MG). Has poor lo- 
cation to fight, but should gather 
good $2,300. Last week Cagney 
couldn't sell himself in ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB) and only a_ so-so 
$1,600. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col). Should 
bring this house up out of the ob- 


livion it has enjoyed for the rast 
two weeks toa fair $800. Last week 
‘Outsider’ (MG) had one $15 mat, 


which is a fair idea of the licking it 
took at $400. 

State (Monroe) (500; 
‘Destination Unknown’ 


10-15-25)— 
(U) looks 





fair along with the current layout, 
probably $800. Last week ‘Rome 
| Express’ (U) was derailed coming 
out of the roundhouse, never reach- 
ing expectation at $650. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35-55- 
60)—‘Rasputin’ (MG). Holds un the 
| good pie record of the house over 
| the last few weeks, and will gather 
a sprightly $2,900. Last week ‘Ning 
| Kong’ (RKO), ballyhooed heavily on 
the start, opened with a rush but 

(Gross 


| settled down about midwee! 
very neat, however, at $3,300. 
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Consistent Uptrend Marks Philly; 
‘Rasputin, | 166; Earle, 176; Fox, 181.6 





Philadelphia, April 3. 


Nothing really sensational ex- 
pected. 
‘Rasputin,’ which had a road- 


show engagement of four weeks at 
the Aldine around the Christmas 
holidays, looks good at the Boyd 
and should get a sound $16,000 on 
the week, which would warrant the 
holdover that the S-W people have 
planned. The house average, under 
new conditions and with the reduced 
scale, is around $14,000. 

The Earle is likewise promising 
with Cab Calloway heading the 
stage revue and ‘Crime of the Cen- 
tury’ on the screen. Good notices 
were the rule, although the picture 
caused some difference of opinion, 
and the getaway pace was satisfac- 
tory; $17,000 can be expected. 

The Fox, after a couple of bad 
weeks, should pick up a little with 
‘Pleasure Cruise’; ought to hit $18,- 


600. 
‘Our Betters’ received mixed no- 
tices on its Stanley opening; no 


more than $12,000 can be expected, 
pretty sad after the three and a half 
weeks of fine trade for ‘42d Street.’ 

The Stanton, on the other hand, 
should register a nice gain. Special 
exploitation and advertising is fig- 
ured to give ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House’ a fine head start, and this 
picture stands an excellent chance 
of hitting $11,000, which would mean 
a swell gain over recent house aver- 
age. 

‘42d Street,’ moved to the Karlton 
after its sensational run at the 
Stanley, should get $6,000, which 
means two grand over the normal 
figure for the theatre. 

Estimates for This ‘Veek 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Rome 
Express’ (U). Corking bet for this 
house; $2,900 not impossible. Last 
week ‘Son-Daughter’ (MG) weak at 
$2,000, which was about the figure 
expected. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-)—‘Rasputin’ 
(MG). Second run for this big Bar- 
rymore picture off nicely if not sen- 
sationally; should get $16,000, which 
would justify a second week. Last 
week ‘Keyhole’ (WB) fell just under 
the hoped-for $12,000 figure. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66)—‘Crime of the 
Century’ (Par) and vaude. Cab Cal- 
loway on stage bill should help a 
lot; $17,000 indicated. Last week, 
"What! No Beer?’ (MG) and vaude 
only $15,009, not so forte. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75) — ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (I'ox) and stage show.; $18,- 
600 figured, which is an upward 
trend. Last week ‘Sailor’s Luck’ 
(Fox) and stage show, weak at $16,- 
000; picture being generally panned. 

Kariton (1,000; 30-40-50) — ‘42d 
Street’ (WB). Moved here after 
three and a half swell weeks at 
Stanley. Should get $6,000. Last 
week ‘Clear All Wires’ (MG) fairly 
good at $3,900. 

Keith’s (2,000; 15-25-35)—‘Race- 
track’ (WW) and vaude. Carrillo 
picture figured better than some of 
house's recent attractions. Another 
$7,000 expected, with a possibiity 
for half a grand more. Last week 
‘Manhattan Tower’ (Rem) and 
vaude, afier three bad weeks went 
back almost to $7,000 mark, which 
should be classified as satisfactory. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Our Bet- 
ters’ (RKO). Notices decidedly 
mixed. Artistic picture with just a 
fair week forecast. Not more than 
$12,000. Last week ‘42d Street’ 
(WB) got its expected $14,500 in last 
Bix @ ys. 

Stanton 
briel’ (MG). Big exploitation 
advertising campaign should help 
plenty. No reason why gross 
shouldn't top $11,000, which would 
be four grand over recent average. 
Last week ‘Men Must Fight’ (MG) 
poor at £6,500. 


ALL’S TOO QUIET ON THE 
B’KLYN THEATRE FRONT 


Brooklyn, April 3. 

Peaceful as a mortician’s chapel 
in front of the picture houses. Par- 
amount is offering a weak flicker, 
‘Pick Up’ (Par), and a stage show 
with Walter O'Keefe and Janet 
Reade. Around $21,000, mild busi- 
ness, indeed. 

Estimates for This Week 


30-40-55)—‘Ga- 
and 


(1,700; 





Paramount (Par) (4,200; 25-35- 
45-55-75)—‘Pickup’ (Par) and stage 
pe daa No click; mebbe $22,000, 


which means a slight profit with a 
much cheaper stage show. Last 
week ‘Hell to Heaven’ (Par) count- 
ed on Walter Winchell and Ben Ber- 
nie on the stage to draw, but pro- 
duced under $26,000, for a profit of 


around $290, considering the $12,000 
investment for the two acts. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55)— 
King Ko (RKO), and Gus Ed- 
ward's revue on stage. A big $23,- 
000 in a Last week ‘Sailor's 
Luck’ (Fox) only $12,800. 

Fox (4,990; 25-35-50)—‘Daring! 





| So Much B. O. Patronage, | 
It’s Surprising N. H. Mgrs. 


New Haven, April 3. 
Tough to figure this town these 
days. Maybe the fans figure they'll 
spend before another crash grabs 
their dough. Picture houses doing 
surprising business currently de- 
spite competition of a four-perform- 
ance sellout on ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ at 
the Shubert. 
Present list of standouts 
an even distribution of trade. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—Murders in Zoo’ (Par) and 
‘Hearts of Humanity’ (Fox) will be 
lucky to get $4,500, mild. Last week 
‘Pick Up’ (Par) and ‘Wild Horse 
Mesa’ (Par) $6,300, oke. 

Palace (Arthur) (2,040; 35-50)— 
‘Gabriel’ (MG) and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox). Headed for an oke $7,400. 
Last week, aided by a coloring con- 
test aimed at kid trade, ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) got a sweet $7,900. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mind Reader’ (WB). Nicely 
balanced bill opened at a big $7,200 
clip. Last week ‘Keyhole’ (WB) and 
‘Grand Slam’ (WB) built to a strict- 
ly okay $6,900. 

College (Arthur) (1,565: 25-40)— 
‘Mussolini’ (Col) and ‘Humanity’ 
(Fox). A campaign of one-sheects 
printed in Italian will help draw 
from the foreign quarter. Looks 
good for a satisfactory $3,000. Last 
week ‘Parole Girl’ and stage show 
held to a n.s.g. $2,400. 


‘GABRIEL’ NOT SO LUSTY, 
‘42D ST.,’ WOW, DETROIT 


Detroit, April 3. 

Opening a day early the Michi- 
gan with ‘42nd Street’ led the pro- 
cession leading to better times—it 
is hoped. Getting a play that made 
one forget about the seventh week 
of the holiday and no one’s got a 
dollar. From the opening this one 
started to jam them in, although 
the bad weather didn't help. Weath- 
er permitting, house should gross 
around $36,000, possibly more. 


The Downtown rescinded its clos- 
ing order to play ‘King Kong’ a sec- 
ond week after a first week with 
plenty of profit. House dropped 
vaude for the ‘Kong’ engagement, 
but still grossed several thousand 
larger than with the flesh. 

The Fox seems to be worst suf- 
ferer of the present situation with 
a series of weak pictures and no 
stage shows to bolster. For a third 
week house has been deep in the red 
with current attraction ‘Humanity’ 
not strong enough to snap it out 
of the depth. 

The United Artists opened weak 
with ‘Gabriel,’ partly due to the 
weather, but should build with the 
week, 

Last week all houses, with the ex- 
ception of the Downtown, with 
‘Kong’ and ‘Pick Up’ at the Mich. 
were mild. ‘Kong’ big for these 
times, with a better break in weath- 
er would have gone to town; as is 
it got $9,500, a profit. 

The Michigan started out well 
with ‘Pick Up’ and wound up with 
a fair $16,900, not bad considering 
a weak picture bolstered with two 
names. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (F-P) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘42nd St.’ (WB) and stage 
show. Very hot cha to a big $36,- 
000 gate, mebbe more. Last week 
‘Pick Up’ (Par) and stage show 
fair at $16,900. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-35-40-55)—‘Hu- 
manity’ (Fox). Looks mild for only 
$5,000. Last week ‘Sailor's Luck’ 
fair at $5,000. 

‘Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 
35-40-55)—‘King Kong’ 
Second week mild at $4,800. 
week a good $9,500 


brings 


15-25- 
(RKO). 
First 
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| New Beer’s Eve 
' 

Chicago, April 3 | 

Balaban & Katz will have an || 


extra 11 p. m. performance the 


| 

| night of April 7 for suds-wel- 
comers. 

| They ar> billing it as ‘New | 


Beer's Eve.’ 


Orph Vode, ‘Kong, 
‘Gabe, Mussolini 
Hi-Light Boston 


3oston, April 3. 

Orpheum’'s switch back to vaude 
gives that house the spot after 14- 
week slump. It has also brought 
the downtown houses to the brink 
|of a price war. For Vic Morris has 
not only doubled his show but | 
slashed admish, and the biz gener- 
ally views this with alarm. Other 
managers insist they will stand pat, 
but the rush is on for the Orpheum, 
and they may be forced to pare 
down to compete. In opinion of 
some this would be calamitous; just 
when tide is turning, with unions 
still holdouts, whole line-up would 
have tougher time than ever raising 
prices later. Even penny’s loss 
counts these days, they argue; the 
lower the admish the rougher the 
uphill chmb later. 

Orpheum put on five 
with ‘White Sister,’ slicing top fig- 
use to 40c, the lowest ever, and it 
means the house has got to pack 
‘em in to get by. 

Immediate effect was bigger ad- 
vertising by the Scollay which for 
couple of months has had things 
pretty well own way in demonstrat- 
ing the tremendous appe4l of flesh 
combined with film. The town never 
saw such a fight as this, Scollay 
and Orpheum battling over vaude, 
which not long since was in the dis- 
card, 

Best of ‘the film newcomers for 
box office is ‘Gabriel,’ which follows 
‘White Sister’ into Loew's State. 
‘Gabe’ has the reviewers raving, and 
public intrigued. Exploitation was 
one of most lavish for a film since 
days of ‘Cock-Eyed World.’ So State 
is prospering again after quite a 
long slump. 

‘King Kong’ smacked off a homer 
the first week, and looks good on its 
second week. 








| 





| 
| 
| 








good acts, 


Week, 
|about the 


' spring weather, 








Publix seems loath to part with 


‘42d Street,’ as well it might; it is 
making the rounds of houses, and 
doing swell at each stop. 
Estimates for This Week 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50) 
‘King Kong’ (RKO). Vaude sstill 
omitted this second week. Femmes 


find its comicalities more than offset 
any fearsome angles, so plenty pile 
in but mostly males evenings. ‘Kong’ 
rang up $21,700 for first week, a sort 
of depresh record, and likely to 
reach $12,000, okay, on second week. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55) 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Trouble’ (U) 
and vaude revue. Good all round 
show keeping biz fine. Ought to 
gross $12,000. They’re nuts about 
Sidney and Murray here. Last week 
‘Constant Woman’ (W-W) and 
vaude okay $9,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40) 
‘White Sister’ (MG) and vaude. 
Return of flesh and slash in prices 
combine to double gross here, after 
much suffering due to failure of 
films alone to draw. For 21 pet 
vaude standby and a landmark : 
sudden dropping of vaude lost “x 
most all of it. Surprise is that old 
patronage all came quickly back 
with return of variety. Just how 
this will affect other combo houses 
yet to be seen. At moment but two 
big houses are playing straight 
vaude; others, however, will enter 








hibs about, 


and holds over. Joe Plunkett, owner 
of picture, and Walter Reade, shar- 
ing on this Nero import. 


getting $8,700. 


But Currently 


Bway Expects a Big Lull Next Wk, 


‘Gabriel’ $55,090 


Nifty: M 15G; ‘Keyhole’ 926 


This is the week when the thea- 


tres will have to try to make up in 


Holy | 
Just | 


lost 


(9) 


what will be 
starting Sunday 
same time mavbe 
| beer will come along and divert still | 


from the 


| grosses 


further business town's ; 
theatres. 

From all indications, although the 
Lent thing is still to be considered, 
along with the marked outdoors, | 
considerable im- 
provement will be shown this week. | 

Radio City Music Hall points to 
the best business comparatively in 
expectation of beating last week's 
$92,000 or 





nice $90,000 by getting 

better. Its a Warner booking. 
‘The Keyhole, with Kay Francis 
and George Brent as bait. 


C. house, RKO Roxy, 
with $33,000 probable, has inaugu- 
rated a stage band new policy and 
pictures. Ieature is ‘Pleasure 
Cruise. 

The Capitol comes back to life 
with ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House,’ &@ natural and with rave no- 
tices. Although opinions are mixed, 
which makes for incerest, looks like 
a big $55,000. Paramount, on other 
hand, won't come near previous 
week's take of $34,600. Picture is 
‘Murders in the Zoo’ and the ‘Crazy 
Week’ stage show is a novelty idea, 
but $24,000 on six days pretty 
brutal. 

Mayfair, 
operation, 
in a long while with 
kett’s German importation. 
reach a nice $15,000 or more. 

Down at tne Rialto, another War- 
ner booking away from its own 
house, Strand, isn’t doing so well. 
‘Girl Missing’ may not reach $9,000. 
Arthur Mayer is now devoting his 
sole time to operation of this house, 
formerly a Publix run, 

Strand and Rivoli are on tall end 
of runs. Strand, on fourth week of 
‘42nd Street,’ should get around 
$20,000, while ‘Secrets,’ on its third 
week ending tonight, looks to do 
about the same, both okay. WB 
will hold ‘42nd Street’ an extra 
week. ‘Oliver Twist’ (Monogram), 
first indie booking here, follows 
‘Secrets’ at Riv, probably opening 
Wednesday (12). 

‘Cavalcade,’ which closed a suc- 
cessful 13-week run at the Gaiety 
Sunday night (2), goes into the 
Music Hall Thursday (6). 

The old Roxy, playing an indie 
this week, ‘West of Sinpagore,’ will 
probably get around $17,000; if any 
more, it will be on the strength of 
possible draw of John Fogarty, on 
the stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘White Sister’ (MG) (3rd week). A 
disappointer and probably out in a 


The other R. 


under Walter Reade’s 
is expected to do its best 
M,’ Joe Plun- 
May 


couple weeks. ‘Hell Below’ com- 
ing in. 
Capito! (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65)— 


‘Gabriel Over the White House’ 
(MG) and stage show. Holds over 
after a very first big week of $55,000, 
sweet music for house after the 
licking it’s been takIng recently. 
Last week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) got only 
$30,000, under expectations; first 


time at pop prices. 

Gaiety (811; $1.10-$1.65)—‘Caval- 
cade’ (Fox) (13th week). Closed 
Sunday night (2) after 12% weeks, 


something for Fox to write the ex- 
Two-a-dayer took $8,800 

and $5,500 on the 
final four days. 


Mayfair (2,200; 3535-75) — ‘mM’ 
(Foremco). German import send- 
ing house to a nice $15,000 or better 


on its 12th week 


Last week 


‘State Trooper’ (Col) surprised by 


Palace (1,700; 25-40-55- 75)—‘King 


iezai 55 


‘of seven days was $20,000 


tion, may help a little, but show 
scheduled to go e@ut after six days 
Last week ‘Pick Up’ (Par) sunk to 


$34,600. 


Radio City fiusic Hali (5,945; 35- 
55-75)—'The Keyhole’ (WB) and 
|} Stage show. Francis-Brent team 
drawing ‘em for a big $92,000, beat- 


ing last week's very nice $90,000 on 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO). 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘Se- 
crets’ (UA) (3rd week). Getting 
around $15,000 this week, okay, and 
holds over a fourth. Third stretch 
‘Oliver 
Twist’ Wednesday 
(12). 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox) and stage 
show. New policy of stage band 
units, with Horace Heidt, aiding 
for an okay $33,000, same as on ‘Pri- 
vate Jones’ (U), which was poor. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35)—‘West of 
Singapore’ (Mono) and stage show. 
Indie picture leaves majority of 
drawing to stage show and John 
Fogarty, ether tenor, heading it 
Probabilities are for around $17,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Daring Daugh- 
ters’ (Tower) grossed $16,500. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-75)—‘42nd 
Street’ (WB) (4th week). Musical 
holding up well and should get 
around $20,000 this week; may hold 
a fifth. Third week's takings ran 
to $22,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40-65) — ‘Girl 
Missing” (WB). Not drawing as ex- 
pected, and if $9,000 will be lucky 
Might build to that and beyond 
through title and word of mouth 
Last week ‘Lady's Profession’ (Par) 
drew a swell $13,500. 


NEWARK MILD 


‘Rasputin’ Tops Town with $17,000 
—‘42nd St.’ in 3rd Week 


Newark, April 3 
Mild week here. The Barrymores 
in ‘Rasputin’ will bring Loew’s 
whatever business there is and may 
reach $17,000. There’s nothing else. 
Mussolini at Mosque so far doubt- 


(Mono) opens 


35-55-75)— 








ful, but heavily advertised and may 
build. 
Terminal, dropping ‘Cavalcade,’ 


back to regular prices again. House 
cuts earlier opening, starting now 
at 11. 

Apparently no opposition to Ger- 
man films here. Little is doing well 
enough with them. Warners runs 
them sporadically at Stanley and at 
Regent, Elizabeth, and weekly at 
Castle, Irvington. At Castle they 
are added at end of regular double 
bill, 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘42nd Street’ (WB). First time 
Branford has ever run a picture a 
third week. Can hardly be expect- 
ed to get much more than $8,900, 
nice enough for third week. Second 
week fine at $14,500. 


Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—What! No Beer?’ (MG) and 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox). If first 
run of the beer picture any cri- 
terion, bill won't hit $5,000. But it 
may be what they want here. Last 
week ‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) and 


‘Radio Murder Mystery’ (RKQO) fine 
at $5,600. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 15-25-40- 
50)—‘Zapfenstreich 'am Rhein’ (Tri- 
umph) and ‘Pension Scholler’ (Sil- 
va). Going nicely and pretty sure 
of $1,200. They seem to fall for 
German comedics here. ‘Last week 
‘Der Hauptmann von Kopenick’ 
(Kinematrade) and ‘Elisabeth von 


Osterreich’ (Tobis) okay with ovér 
$1,100. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 16-75)— 


‘Rasputin’ (MG) and vaude. Grand 
week, times considered, and may zg0 
as high as $17,000. Last week ‘Men 
Must Fight’ (MG), bad at $8,000 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
99)—‘Strictly Personal’ (Par) and 
vaude. Feeble opening and not 
likely to pass $8,000. Last week 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par) beat expec- 
tations, getting $10,300. 

Proctor's (RKO) (2,300; 15-75)~— 
‘Our Betters’ (RKO) and vaude. No 








United Artists (P-P) (2,018; 15-/ field later. Orpheum should hit | ons (RKO) (3d_ week). Holding 
25-35-40-55)—Gabriel Over White | $14,000, best in more than three| UP to nice $10,000 on h. o. week. 
House’ (MG). Slow start, due to! months. Last week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) | >©¢02d week nice $12,109. 
weather, but building to a fair $7,- | away off at $6,000. Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75)— 
500. Last week ‘Sign of the Cross’ State (Loew) (3.000: 39-50) ‘Ga- ‘Murders in the Zoo (Par) and stage 
(Par) weak at $3,900 in its second | priel’ (MG). Doing splendidly. Tre- | S20W- Chiller needs word-of-mouth 
week. mendous exploitation by Joe Di | and will get it for possible increase 

Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40) | pega; should do $12,090, or more. jot pace to beat poor $24,000. ‘Crazy 
—‘Clear All Wires’ (MG). Slow last. week ‘Vhite Sister’ (MG) | Week’ stage show idea, well sold by 
goin’, about $5,500. Last week ‘A | grand for $11,590. Jack McInerney in ads and exploita- 
Lady's Profession’ (Par) $5,390. Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-50-65) | 

‘The Keyhole’ (WB) and stage | 
show. Disappointing, depending | Infernal Machine’ (Fox). Poor | 
Daughters’ (Maj), and stage show. | wholly on stars for draw ro | $6,009 in sight. Last week ‘Lady's | 
Brutal $9,000. Last week, ‘Sailor | $20,000. Last week ‘Pick Up’ (Par) | Profession’ (Par) and Humanity’ | 
Be Good,’ $190,000 jand stage show good $24,800. (lox) fair for $7,100 

Metropolitan (Loew) (3,500; 25-] Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-40- Tremont (Indie) (1,549: 40-50-68- 
35-55-75)—‘I’m a Bum’ (UA), and| 55) ‘42d Street’ CW B) and eight acts | $1.10) ‘Mussolini Speaks’ (Col). Off 
vaudeville featuring Jack Pearl.| vaude. Film plus appeal of rn smartly on first week Got grand |} 
Jolson and Pear! not bringing much | stage bill should give house $15,000.| reviews, and an Arthur Brisbane] 
extra business: maybe $25,000. Last As yet manag Vinson refuses to| bouquet unexpe tedly Fine ex- | 
week ‘Rasp atta? (MG) did $24,908, !| slash prices This week may il; ploitation by Tim O'Toole and Co- } 
okay. ; the tale. Last week ‘King of the | lumbia staff, premiere being made a | 

Strand (WEB) (2,000; 25-35-55) | Jungle’ (Par) and vaude, did fine| news event Such films haven't | 
‘49d Street’ (WRB) Second week, | for $12,000. | prospered, and roadshowing would | 
around $13,000, oke Last week a Paramount (Publix) (1,899 25-) seem dubiouw However it look 
splendid $17,990 35-50) ‘Strictly Personal’ (Par) and] like $9,699 


| days ‘Cavalcade’ (F 


knockout, but Bennett good for 
femme trade, maybe $10,000. Last 
week ‘King Kong’ (RKO) fine at 

17,900. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-59) 
—Broadway Bad’ (Fox) and — =) 
Track’ (WW). Opens Monday and 
runs through Thursday. Wi thou ta 
week-ond can hardly amount to 
more than $1,990. Last week on +: ly 


x) at $1.10 top 
yueezed out $12,000. 


Zasu Pitts’ Fourth at Radio 


Hollywood, April 3 
Zasu Pitts will have a part ina 
Radio's ‘Careless.’ 
This is in addition to the three 
at that idio for which she recent- 
ly gened a contract, 


temas? 
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Rasputin’ Ballyed to $11,000, Mpls. 





Hot Selling—‘Pvt. Jones’ $3,300—‘Sailor’s | picking up conservatively, 


Luck’ $5,000, Omer for 7 Days 





Minneapolis, April 3. 
For the , the 


Siate has a biz edge over all Sod 


third successive week 


monopolizing a 
the first-run 
time ‘Rasputin’ is 


opposition and is 
proportion of 
business This 

turning the trick. 
il other pictures in town are 
not without merit, but none carries | 
a really strong box office punch. 

‘Sailor's Luck, at the Century, has 

becn carrying along the best of the | 
bunch, and bids fair to sail through 

its nine-day run to a very respect- 

ahb'e finish. 

“vivate Jones’ and ‘Lawyer Man,’ 
at the Orpheum and Lyric, are well 
liked, and may build after slow 
starts. Because of the one-day en- 
gocement of Eddie Cantor and his 
cempany at the Orph, ‘Jones’ will 
run but six days. 

Auto show at the Municipal Audi- 
tovium, offering a large amount of 
entertainment at ftwo-bits admis- 
sion, half-price compared with for- 
mer years, proved considerable op- 
position for the theatres over the 
week-end. Two road shows, Eddie 

antor and ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ the 
first in a long while. here, and box 
office naturals, also pulled from the 
film emporiums. The State alone 
se2ms immune to all this opposi- 
tion. 


larce 


Sever 


Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG). Sold as a daring sex 
thriller, with the three Barrymores 
sufficiently emphasized, sensational 
‘innocent girls caught 
in the web of a demoniac monk.’ 
Among the thrills promised to cus- 
tomers were ‘iove orgies in Raspu- 
tin’s hideaway.’ Got bang-up re- 
sults and every indication biz will 
hold up nicely. Looks like $11,000, 
very big. Last week ‘42nd Street’ 
(WB), $14,500, enormous. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 40)—‘Pri- 
vate Jones’ (WU). Started better 
than its two predecessors. Only six 


days, its run interrupted April 4 by 
Eddie Cantor troupe. Should be 
$2,300, light. Last week, ‘Our Bet- 


ters’ (RKO), $3,900, bad. Cantor and 
Jessel may get around $8,000 on two 


performances, wonderful. 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Sailor’s Luck’ (Fox). Went in two 


days ahead of schedule on account 
of ‘Men Must Fight.’ flop. Probable 
$5.000 on seven days. Last week 


‘Men Must Fight’ (MG), $2,100 for 
five days, mild. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,400: 40)— 
‘State Fair’ (Fox). Big $4,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ (Par), $3,000, good. 





Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Law- 
yer Man’ (WB). Neither Powell nor 
title seems to mean anything to box | 
office. Maybe $3,000, light. 
week ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
(FN) $3,600. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par). Second loop 
run and a full week should top a 
good $2,500. Last week ‘Strange 
Interlude’ (MG), second loop run 
and full week $3,000, big. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 
nal Machine’ (Fox), first run; ‘Is- 
land of Lost Souls’ (Par), second 
loop run, and ‘Fast Life’ (MG), sec- 
ond run, split. Maybe $800, light. 
Last week ‘Secrets of French Police’ 


Sinz’ 


25)—Infer- 


(RKO) and ‘Mysterious’ Rider’ 
(Par), loop first runs, split, $700, | 
light. 





Cantor’s Nifty $10,500 Is 
High Mark in Birmingham | 


Birmingham, April 3. 
Opening of spring season is bring- 
ing slow business this week except 


for Eddie Cantor, who is grossing for mob. Nobody knows what it is | 
nicely. Understanding here option | all cae Sane even get ROtION * 
has been let on old Pantages for | caeiinte’ tar gg? eh gy ae ae 
possible reopening soon. Things cuadabiee ‘ahaa’ ae near = blow 
are still hanging fire on reopening | bugles in ote se pane Ay lew 


of Ritz closed week before last when | 


RKO turned the house back to land- | 


lords. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35-40) 
*Kid From Spain’ (UA). 
ness, like a neat $10,500. 
‘Cynara’ (UA) lasted four 
replaced with ‘Pick 
fair, $6,000. 

Empire (BTAC) 


days and 
Up’ (Par), week 


(1,100; 25) ‘Key- 
hole’ (WB). Town's second best bet. 
$2,100. Last week ‘Hard Too Handle 
(WB) $1,900. 


Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) 

stanche’ (MG). Around $1,800. Last 
week ‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox) 
$1,600. 

Galax (Wilby) (500; 15) ‘Hello 
Everybody’ (Par). Dewn go prices | 


again. Kate Smith originally booked 
into big Wilby house but later killed 
out. Here four days followed by 
‘Fast Workers’ (MG); good week on 
account of Kate Smith, $1,100. Last 


week ‘Lady From Nowhere’ and 
"Revenge at Monte Carlo,’ spotty 
$800. 


700. 


Gabriel’ and ‘42d St. 


Just About Drain L’ville 


Louisville, 


April 4. 


Everything’s Very Hotsy 
*Round the Indpls. B. O.’s 





Indianapolis, April 3. 
Conditions here are good. Things 
due more, 
perhaps, to good pics. With the 
wage war settled, ail houses 


are boosting everything. This week 
| Loew's Palace did plenty of adver- 
| tising and exploitation with ‘Gabriel 
| Over the White House.’ 

recently opened 


| union 
} 


Ohio, with for- 
eigns, is plugging along nicely, and 
| returns are increasing weekly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 


Jack Schwartz's Brown Theatre | 49)—‘Rig Cage’ (U). Should end up 
| Corp. took over control of the | ground $3,400, good. This pic has 
|Brown March $1; will continue more than the usual appeal because 


showing of RKO and Columbia pic- 
tures, 


Rialto, after sensationally suc- 
cessful week on ‘42nd Street,’ held 
it over a second week and doing 
nicely. 


Loew’s is doing lot of plugging on 
‘Gabriel,’ getting fair attention. Rest 
are suffering. 

National may book vaudeville out 
of Chicago, with pictures. Cantor 
and Jessel vaudeville show due 
April 8. 

Hurley’s Gayety 
efiting some from 
shows in city. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Ga- 
briel Over White House’ (MG). | 
With aid of big national ads may 
hit $8,500, fair. Last week ‘Raspu- 
tin’ (MG) did swell with $11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55)—‘42nd Street.’ After whoo- 
pee business first week held over to 
$5,000, good. Last week a big $11,- 


ben- 
of stage 


burlesque 
lack 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,706; 
35-50)—‘She Done Him 
(Par). Expects $8,000, 
Last week ‘King’s Vacation’ 
poor at $3,000. 

Brown (2,000; 
pher Strong’ (RKO) 
Last week ‘Great Jasper’ 
$1,500, poor. 

Alamo (900; 


25- 

Wrong’ 
excellent. 
(WB), 


25-35-40)—‘Christo- 
Off at $1,700. 
(RKO), 


15-25-40)—‘Death 
Kiss’ (WW). Off at $1,100. Last 
week miserable with ‘Laughter in 
Hell’ (U), doing ontyv $1,000. 


_—~——~— 





~——— 


‘Gabriel’ Only Mild in 
Wash.; Some Think 
It’s a Religious Pic 


Washington, April 3. 

First real spring sunshine town 
has seen this year playing havoc 
with b.o. Everybody working on 
their autos and jamming. stores. 
Add second government pay cut and 
nation’s capital turned in poorest 
all-around openings in year. 

Washington is real test of effect 
of pay cuts. Predominantly U. 8S. 
clerks when a cut comes it hits 
everybody at once. Result seems to 
be that they tighten up first few 
weeks afterward and then as they | 











Last | adjust their budget things get back | «jy Other Woman’ 


course, with | 
scale is com- 


{to normal again. Of 
even two cuts wage 
paratively hizh here. 
Another explanation of slump this 
week is lack of hit shows. With ex- 
ception of ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House’ there is nothing to set world 


fact that he played Fox last fall 
coupled with slight decrease in his 
air popularity will keep him from 
setting any records. He still gets 
ovation, though. Tenor is working 
right along with local publicity of- 








Great busi- | gasping I 
Last week | Preceded it. 
| pers are using it in cartoons. 


‘Madame | 


fice with emphasis on air angle. 
| Man-in-street interview stunt was 
even picked up by chain. 
of best in game for exploiting and 
it is helping. 

‘Gabriel’ is puzzle. Loew put big | 

campaign behind it and of all towns 
| where it should go this is it. Opened 
weak and is building slowly. Gen- 
eral opinion is that theme of bally- 
hoo based on title is too indefinite 


Plants 
asking 


carrying out Gabriel idea. 
called all papers each a. m. 
what all noise was about, 


‘King Kone’ is slipping after 
beautiful opening. Town is. still | 
from exploitation which 


Even high school pa- 
Will 
weeks but won't 
at on open- 


in nice two 
records it aimed 


; turn 
| break 
jing. 
| Grace Moore 
success at Fox 
was billed as 


vaude debut was 
last week. Diva 
‘America’s Greatest 


Opera Star.’ After Schumann-Heink 
and Mary Garden mob was _ sur- 
prised to find that she could really 
sing. They liked her. Didn’t draw 


inclined crowd much 
that did come paid night 


|} non-music ally 
| but those 
prices. 

| ‘Sign of Cross’ is in second week 
lat Met. Despite weak run here at 
road show prices, it kicked in beau- 
tiful $9,500 opener. Demonstrated 
clearly that all they were waiting 


for was popular prices. Some of the 
churches squawked and word of 
mouth wasn't so good, but they 


on fire. Morton Downey is only | 
stage name and is doing well. But 


He is one | 





of Beatty’s winter headquarters be- 
ing at Peru, Ind. Last week’s Great 
Jasper’ (RKO) bucked up to $3.000, 


good. 
Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN). Started 


well and should hold up to around 


$3,000. Last week ‘Lady's Profes- 
sion’ (Par) fairly at $2,800. 
Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40)— 


‘Pick Up’ (Par). Looks a natural 
for this spot. Will finish around $7,- 
500, good. Keller Sisters on stage 
this week. Last week ‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Col) started slowly but 
built nicelv to $6,500. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40)—‘Gabriel’ (MG). Will get nice 
$5,000, because of the campaign ex- 
ploiting the tone of the pic. Last 
week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) excellent 
$10,000 for this spot. 

Ohio (Lampbell) (1,400; 25)—‘Nur 
Am Rhein’ (‘Only on the Rhine’). 
Around $750, good for third week of 
theatre’s reopening. Last week ‘Ein 
Walzer vom Strauss’ around same 
figure. 


Buffalo Trade So-So 


Buffalo, April 3. 
Weather fine, which means biz 
suffers to some extent all around, 
but particularly at the Buffalo, 


where ‘Gabriel Over White House’ 
is a disappointer at $12,000. 

‘Kong’ on second week at Great 
Lakes doing pretty well at $6,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gabriel Over White House’ (MG) 
and stage show. Off to a very poor 
start, $12,000 looks tops, a severe 
disappointment. Last week ‘Pick 
Up’ (Par) got only $12,200. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—King Kong’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Still holding up fairly well, heading 
for $6,000. Last week a good $9,100. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Trouble’ (U0) 
and ‘Men Must Fight’ (MG). Will 
be around average from indications, 
$6.000. Last week ‘Hard to Handle’ 
(WB) and ‘Afraid to Talk’ (U) $5,- 
800, okay. 

Hipp (Shea) 
All Wires’ (MG) 
(RKO). Double 
around $7,000, 
‘From Hell to 


(2,400; 25)—‘Clear 
and ‘Lucky Devils’ 
bill expects to get 
fair. Last week 
Heaven’ (WEB) and 
(U) managed to 


get $7,200. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Racetrack’ (WwW) and ‘Jungle 
Bride’ (Mon). Just so-so, maybe 


, $6,000. Last week ‘When Strangers 
Marry’ (Col) and ‘Smoke Lightning’ 
| (Fox) ditto. 








;}came anyway. Road show lent 


| prestige. 
Estimates for This Week 
Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
170) ‘Girl Missing’ (WB) and vaude. 
Morton Downey getting the crowd. 
| Should net nice $21,000. Last week 


‘The Keyhole’ (WB) in o. k. $20,- 
009. 

| Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60) ‘Men Must Fight’ (M-G) and 
i Light $18,500. First week 


without top vaude name in months. 


| Last week ‘Lady’s Profession’ 
| (Par) and Grace Moore, fair $20,- 
000, Slipped towards end along 


with everything else. 
Keith’s (RKO) 1,830; 
60 ‘King Kong’ (RKO). Second 
a little off but o. k., maybe 
Last week opened tremen- 
following campaign but 
slip, $15,000 big money 


15-25-35- 





| $6,000. 
| dous 
i started to 
though. 
Met (WB) (1,583; 
70) ‘Sign of the Cross’ 
ond week getting o. K. 
was” surprising 


25-35-50-60- 
(Par). Sec- 
$5,000. Last 
/ week with big 
' $9,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60) ‘Gabriel Over the White 
House’ (M-G). Not what it should 
be in Nation’s Capital, where in- 
terest ought to be top. Will only 
get average $16,000 despite big bal- 
Ivhoo. Last week ‘Pick Up’ (Par) 
faced big opposition at opening and 
general slump toward finish of 
week. Weak with $12,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,583; 15-25-35-50), 
‘Destination Unknown) (U). Only 
fair with $5,000. Last week ‘Cohens 
and Kellys in Trouble’ (U) suffered 


with everybody else, but held to 
$5,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.232; 15-25- 
35-40) ‘Infernal Machine’ (Fox). 
Average $3,000. Last week ‘Smoke 
Lightning’ (Fox) with George 


O’Brien, little house’s best bet, got 


o. k. $3,300. 





ironed 
‘ 
‘again may not, though. 
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$8,000 FOR ‘42D ST.’ IS 
SEATTLE’S BIG NOISE 


Seattle, April 3. 
‘42a Street’ is getting top dough; 
great lines and national exploitation 
a tremendous help. 


Paramount theatre union trouble 


settled. 

Trying to give most for the money 
is fav local indoor sport for show- 
men, Vaude and bands looking up 
for added values. Fifth Ave. joins 
NRF string this week, settling back 
to old policy of big pic, one at a 
time, while duals move to Para- 
mount. Former managed by Jim 
Clemmer, pioneer showman. How- 
ever. Par has been nursed and 
hypoed, but somehow fails to re- 
spond as it should. It’s a nice show- 
shop but off the path and uphill. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (NRF) (3,106; 25-40) 
—‘Sailor’s Luck’ (Fox), and ‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ (Fox). Double, go- 
ing for $3,800, so-so. Last week 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN) only fair, despite 
big exploitation, $3,400. 

Fifth Ave. (NRF) (2,300; 24-40)— 
yrabriel Over the White House’ 
(MG). Serial in daily, big adver- 
tising, bally, all helping, with polit- 
ical timeliness also a plug, but eas- 
ing after a big start to $6,500, good 
enough. Last week, ‘A Lady’s Pro- 
fession’ (Par) and ‘Men Must Fight’ 
(MG) slow at $4,100. 

Liberty (J-vH) (2,000; 10-25)— 
‘Breach of Promise’ (WW), and ‘A 
Man’s Land’ (Tiff). Double, big 
value, for big $5,000. Last week ‘De- 
ception’ (Col), and ‘Intruder’ (AIl- 
lied), double, okay $4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘Big Drive’ (FN). Held for 
second week, heavy exploitation a 


factor, including three bands, firing 
squad, bombs and fireworks from 


roof, real stuff liked; anticipates a 
fair $3,000. Last week big at $6,000, 
tapering after a sensational start. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-40) 
—‘42d Street’ (WB). Plenty of push 
helping this one for $8,000, truly 
sensational here. Last week, ‘Per- 
fect Understanding’ (UA) not so 
hot, cool at $3,000. 
Coliseum (NRF) 
‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox), and ‘Lawyer's 
Man’ (FN) double. Mildly okay 
with $3,200 in prospect. Last week 
‘Frisco Jenny’ (FN), and ‘Fast Life’ 
(MG), good at $3,600. 

Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 
‘Central Park’ (FN) and vaude. 
Good $3,400 likely. Last week ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (RKO) and aude, okay for 
$3,200. 


Biz Really Too Good 
In Col. to Shut Down 
Despite Union Wars 


(1,800; 15-25)— 


15-25)— 





Columbus, 
alleged finale week this 
here, with Loew and RKO 
advised last Friday 
that they were to remain open 
through the current week, but 
close this Friday unless the salary 
troubles with the stagehands are 
out. May be the last and 


April 3. 
Another 
session 


houses being 


and Grand are on the go 
biz is concerned. Both 
plenty profit, as they 
with other houses 


Ohio 
as far as 
should show 
did last week, 
lucky to get by in any form. 

Palace already is booming its 
next two shows, the condensed 
‘Scandals’ being booked for the 
stage next week and ‘King Kong’ 
to follow. 

Last week was an outstander for 
the Grand and the Ohio. Grand did 
record biz of its history with ‘42d 
Street’ and held over for a second 
stanza with a third almost cer- 


tain. This sets new mark for hold- 
overs in years. Ohio with ‘Raspu- 
tin’ also did turnaway biz, but 


failed to go in for holdover as ‘Ga- 
briel’ already too well covered in 
exploitation to be put off. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40) 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO). Hardly better 
than $5,500 in sight. Last week 
‘Private Jones’ (U) none too good 
with mild $3,800. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Gabriel’ (M-G). Started hot enough 


to insure at least $9,000, which 
means plenty cash in the net col- 
umns. Last week ‘Rasputin’ (M-G) 
did plenty standee biz and gar- 
nered top $14,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
‘Crime of the Century’ (Par). Not 
too much expected, but fair enough 
at $4500. Last week ‘Broadway 


Bad’ (Fox) plenty bad at $3,500. 
Grand (Neth) (1.100; 25-40) ‘424 
Street’ (WB). Second week and still 


‘em after a week of stan- 
dees last week. Should hit splendid 
$10,000 this week after doing tre- 
mendous $12,000 last week; third 
session almost assured. 

Majestic (RKO) (1.100; 25-35) 
‘Men of Ameri~1’ (RKO). Not there 
at $2.200. Last week ‘Vampire Bat’ 
‘+ (Maj), same. 


standing 





sembla 





‘Gabriel’ Blows a 
Its B. 0. Horn in 
Balto for 15's 


April 3. 
the up- 


Baltimore, 
Business continues on 
grade in town, and proving a sur- 
prise to everybody, who are sstill 
trying to make the grosses agree 
with depressions, Lents and wob- 
bly banks. Attractions themselves 
are obviously no world-beaters, but 
the public is coming to see them in 
sufficient quantities to keep the 
ledgers in the black. 
‘Gabriel Over the 
appears to have the best of the lot 
as far as pictures are concerned, 
Publicity is giving this one the big 
breaks, with the Hearst rags 
spreading themselves. Picture is 
causing comment and figures as a 
build possibility from the start. 
‘Pick-Up’ is taking care of itself 


White House’ 


at the Century, though it is being 
helped plenty by the tab ‘Desert 
Song,’ which is receiving heavy 


plugging from the Loew mob, 

Hippodrome is getting its big 
noise from Ben Bernie on its stage, 
and the total will be high up, ona 
par with the Century. 

Maryland stays in films one more 
week, this time to take care of a 
state-right deal. ‘Manhattan Tower’ 
is being premiered at the spot ona 
grind before it goes cn sale to the 
local exhibs. House reverts to legit 
next week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 
35-40-55-65)—Pick Up’ (Par) and 
‘Desert Song’ tab. About half and 
half on the gross-strength, the in- 
terest being divided just that way 
by the operating crowd. Both halves 


25- 


are showing good indications, and 
will hold the register to pleasant 


figures at $16,000. Last week ‘Wom- 
an Accused’ (Par) fell off, got no 
support from the staze, and finished 
with a wobbly $14,100, off. 
Hippodrome (Rappsport) 
25-35-40-55-65) — ‘Billion Dollar 
Scandal’ (Par) and vaude. Ben 
Zernie on the stage doing extreme- 
ly well. The new life at the gate 
is going to mean $16,009, plenty hot- 
cha. Last week hit $11,800, an ex- 
ceptional figure for a hold-over, the 
second session of ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO). 
Keith’s 


(2,600; 


(Schanberger) (2,400; 25< 
$5-40-55-65)—‘Luxury Liner’ (Par). 
On the drop-in trade of the femmes 
and the picture patterned to satisfy 
their easy-going nature, should take 
$3,500, okay. Last week ‘Cohens 
and Kellys in Trouble’ (U’) clipped 
off $4,100, cood. 

Maryland (Penn Mutual) (1,800; 
25-35-40-55-65)—'Manhattan Tower’ 
(Rem). State-righter in here on a 
deal. Should make it about $3,000 
for the session. ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
finished its regulation fortnight on 
roadshow to fair They’re 
waiting in this town. the two 
weeks around $12,000. 

Stanley (Loew) (3.490; 25-35-40- 
55-65)—‘Gabriel’ (MG). Outstand- 
ing film in town; heading for $15,- 
000, a powerful gross. ‘Rasputin’ 
(MG) last week proved that the 
public has learned to wait, by piling 
‘em in after having died a month 
ago on its roadshow. Took a nifty 
$14,800. 


5 of N. 0.’s 7 Banks 
Closed Means B. 9. Crepe 


New Orvieans, April 3. 

Show business here is prostrate 
with five out of this town’s seven 
banks practically closed. The houses 
are fortunate in getting even a 
nee of business notwithstand- 
ing the financial dehacle. Loew’s 
State currently presenting ‘Gabriel 
Over the White House’ will do $11,- 
000, remarkable under the circum- 
stances. Orpheum and Saenger will 
not get $6,000, Orpheum has ‘Chris- 


business. 


On 


topher Strone’ and Saenxer ‘Grand 
Slam.’ 
Orpheum has announced it will 


Thursday unless musicians ac- 
cut. Stagehands have 
but harmonists have not 
from their ultimatum of 
12%%. However, they go into a 
huddle again Tuesday morning and 
will undoubtedly take the cut. 


close 
cede to 
accepted 
budged 


for 
253% 


Tudor will not get $1,000 with 
‘Luxury Liner’ unless there is some 
bank resustication. Film biz better 
order crepe for the local houses, 


Lewis Selling Posies 


Hollywood, April 3. 
unengaced press agents 
has into the flower business 
while waiting for studio connections, 
opening the Palette and 3rush 
Florist Shoppe on Sunset boulevard. 


A trio of 
gone 


They are Cliff Lewis, Ron Fergu- 
son and Seymour Thompson. Lattér 
| pair worked for Lewis when he 
headed the Columbia studio pub- 


licity department. 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Twisted Derrieres 

Something big to look at, and 
pomething easy to understand—the 
fantasy, ‘The Young King,’ at the 
Music Hall. Color, lights and pag- 
eantry, and all the while the fun of 
watching how deftly the action of 
the spectacle synchronizes with the 
glorious tones of Margaret Anglin’s 
narration. Climax, too, as the 
grandeur of the scenes mounts to 
the brilliant cathedral finale, swept 
along in the heightening spell of 
Miss Anglin’s epic voice. Fine 
clothes for the nobles in the coro- 
nation scene, white satin princesse 
dresses with long trains and gold 
gauze and gold leaf huge upstand- 
ing collars for the ladies, gold and 
scarlet and grey magnificence for 
the men. Lots to see and be con- 
tent—for the Roxyettes had given 
right at the start. 

The Roxyettes are stenogs this 
week, bouncing on the keys of a 
mammoth typewriter, leaping off, 
then swarming smack into a straight 
line for their celebrated unanimous 
kicking, frolicing about witk a joy- 
ous twist of their derrieres, playful 
minxes happy in their orchid pink 
satin dresses, neat little typists with 
white celluloid gauntlets, collars and 
belts, lassies turned to symbolism 
with dollar signs buckles at their 
waists. Earthy little maidens to 
balance the nobler things to come. 





Beauty First 
‘Crazy Week’ at the Paramount 
may upset the lobby, play havoc 
with the actors and drive its pro- 


bill stay sane. The ladies have too 
many things to think about, thank 
you, to forget that it is their job 
always to be decorative. They will 
enter into the spirit of the thing 
only so far as it doesn’t interfere 
with their pretty clothes, pretty 
dancing and pretty singing. That is, 
all save Patsy Kelly, who is a good 
downright clown and doesn’t care 
who knows it or how much she 
looks it. 

Barbara Newberry glides about 
a smart young thing whose excel- 
lent legs are not to be denied. When 
she dances in a trim white mess 
jacket and long black skirt, there's 
a slash way up the side that settles 
that. When she swoops around in 
all-over pale pink lace with a blue 
velvet belt and floor-reaching cir- 
cular skirt, it’s a simple matter to 
pick up the skirt alluringly with- 
out losing step. Ruth Petty be- 
lieves so in looking her most care- 
ful best that she adds formal long 
blue gloves to her pink chiffon 
skirt, blue taffeta jacket costume. 
And the 24 David Bines Girls, who, 
after all, are not allowed the free 
will of specialties, contrive to look 
very serious throughout, even when 
dressed as Puritan maids in gray 
chiffon ruffles and _  pantalettes, 
they turn their backs to show the 
black mammies’ faces in papier 
mache pinned to their derrieres. 





Grace Moore’s Grand Manner 
When a prima donna agrees to a 
picture house appearance, she 
should, Grace Moore believes, sug- 
(Continued on page 40) 





ducers mad, but the ladies on the 





RALPH 0’HARA HELD 
ON MURDER CHARGE 


Chicago, April 3. 

A coroner’s jury decision at the 
Saturday (1) inquest that the kill- 
ing of Fred Oser by Ralph O’Hara 
was justifiable homicide, did not 
not obtain O’Hara’s release. Police 
department filed a murder charge 
against him despite inquest find- 
ings and a new grand jury meeting 
Tuesday (4) will be asked to in- 
dict. 

Little evidence was brought out 
at the trial. <A series of witnesses 
testified that Oser was in the habit 
of carrying a revolver, which con- 
tradicted what the family and 
friends of Oser have been contend- 
ing, 





Maloy In Custody 

After successfully avoiding the 
police from Friday (24) to Monday 
(27), Tom Maloy has been locked 
up and kept over night by the au- 
thorities. On Tuesday he won bail 
at $5,000, but O’Hara, formally 
charged with murder, was denied 
his freedom pending the inquest. 

Police investigations during the 
week preceding Saturday’s inquest 
(1) centered around the pistol 
found next to Oser’s body, and, ac- 
cording to O’Hara, brought into the 
union offices by the murdered man. 
This pistol was traced by serial 
numbers to Julius Dickstein, an 
operator at the Oriental theatre, 
who admitted having purchased the 
Weapon in 1931, but claimed it was 
stolen from the pocket of his au- 
tomobile four months ago. Police 
claimed Dickstein was a Maloy 
‘favorite’ and held one of the plum 
jobs. 

John Balaban was called upon to 
verify Maloy’s alibi that he was 
tied up all Thursday afternoon (23), 
which was the afternon Oser al- 
legedly telephoned and made an 
appointment to see Maloy the next 
day—the day he was killed. Maloy 
denies having made an appoint- 
ment, stating he purposely refused 
on advice of his lawyers. Police 
were hinting all week that they 
believed there were others in Ma- 
loy’s private office at the time of 
the killing other than Oser, the vic- 
tim, and O’Hara. 

Suit for $10,000 damages was 
filed during the week against 
O'Hara by Oser’s widow, who is 
reported destitute. 





Reopening Macon Indie 


Macon, Ga., April 3. 

The Rialto, Macon’s premier pic- 
ture house until Publix closed its 
doors in 1930, is now being repaired 
for reopening under independent 
management, 

3ankruptecy of the Publix group 
released the building to the owner 
(George Slappey, Fort Valley), but 
he has no definite plans to announce 
yet. 


Studio Placements 


‘On Probation,’ 





Junior Durkin, 
Par. 

Ruth Fallows, Merna Kennedy, 
‘Emergency Call,’ Radio. 

Barbara Weeks, Diane Sinclair, 
Claude Gillingwater, Jessie Ralph, 
Carole Lincoln, Frank Albertson, 
‘Ann Carver’s Profession,’ Col. 


Adolphe Menjou, Mary Duncan, 
‘The Morning Glory,’ Radio. 


Loretta Young, Franchot Tone, 
Harold Huber, Claire Dodd, ‘Mid- 
night Lady,’ Metro. 

Arthur Byron, ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
Metro. 

Clark Gable, Nils Asther, ‘Night 
Flight,’ Metro. 

Irene Browne, Frank Atkinson, 
‘My Lips Betray,’ Fox. 

Miriam Jordon, ‘The Devil's in 
Love,’ Fox. 

a - oma Blackmer, ‘Cocktail Hour,’ 

ol 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., on loan 
from Warners for ‘Morning Glory,’ 
Radio. 

Cliff Edwards, 
Radio. 

Stuart Walker, William Harrigan, 
and Mitchell Leisen to direct 
‘Apartment Nine,’ Par. 

Ginger Rogers, Gregory Ratoff, 
Frank McHugh, ‘Careless,’ Radio. 

Claire Dodd, Allen Jenkins (bor- 
rowed from WB), ‘Rafter Romance,’ 
Radio. 

John Boles, 
Fox. 

Miriam Jordan. 
Wednesday,’ Fox. 

Herman Bing, Maude Euburne, 
‘My Lips Betray,’ Fox. 

Mary Carlisle, ‘College Humor,’ 
Par. 

Gloria Stuart, ‘It’s Great to Be 
Alive,’ Fox. 

Barbara Leonard, Stuart Holmes, 
Albert Conti, F. Schumann-Heink, 
‘Adorable,’ Fox. 

Jane Clyde, ‘Hold Me Tight,’ 
Fox. 

Robert Elliott, Charles Starrett, 
aed Return of Casey Jones,’ Chad- 
wick. 


‘Flying Circus,’ 


‘Forbidden Melody,’ 
I Loved You 


Lucille Brown, ‘King of the 
Arena,’ U. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession,’ Col. 

Samuel Hoffenstein, adaptation, 
‘Design for Living’ Par. 

George Raft, ‘Trumpet Blows,’ 


Par. 
Edward Kaufman, Charles Logue, 
adaptation, ‘Stairs of Sand,’ Par. 
Henry Myers, original, Par. 
Walter de Leon, dialog, ‘College 
Humor,’ Par. 
Llewellyn Hughes, original, Par. 
Henry Meyers, Ed Kaufman, 
adaptation, ‘Funny Page,’ Par. 
Neal Burns, gagging, ‘Gambling 
Ship,’ Par. 





Sam Trintz Takes Adelphi 


Chicago, April 3. 
Sam Trintz, who has the Monroe, 
takes the Adelphi, former legit 
house, on a five-year lease from the 
estate. House is now being reno- 
vated and spruced up fo ropening in 
May. 


END OF HOCKEY WON'T 
HURT MONTREAL B. 0.’S 


Montreal, April 3. 
Hockey came to an untimely end 
in this city this year, which re- | 
leases around 13,000 fans for the | 
films twice a week for the next two | 
weeks, with nothing much else in 
sight to lure them. Hence, there 
is a good chance of better grosses 
and of these the Palace gets the 
call with ‘Rasputin,’ one of the 
year’s big biz getters. The Barry- 
mores always pull good here; 
$16,000 likely. 
‘Hard to Handle’ with seven acts 
and reduced top is bringing them 
in again and there are good hopes 
of another $13,000 this week for 
Loew’s. 
Capitol is trying an experiment 
and has gone all-British with a 
brace of pix. Hard to estimate how 
this will figure. House dropped 
some last week and may currently 
fail to show much improvement; 
$11,000 maybe. ‘Princess has ‘Cy- 
nara,’ another tough one in this 
town. 
His Majesty’s is getting by in 
stock so far, but a few weeks will 
settle that problem, one way or the 
other. Imperial and Cin de Paris 
doing just fair with French pix. 
Nabes showing little change, most- 
ly in red. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 20-75) 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ (legit). Can 
figure on $3,000 if interest holds up. 
Last week ‘As Husbands Go,’ open- 
ing stock season and running from 
iseen (28) for five days grossed 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Raspu- 
tin’ (M-G). This looks like a panic 
at the start and may hold up with 
lack of heavy competish to gross 
around $15,000, very nifty. Last 
week ‘42d Street’ (WB) hit on high 
beginning of week but faded some 
at end to a nice enough $13,000 
gross. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘My 
Wife’s Family’ (Brit) and ‘The 
Lodger’ (Brit). Being only British- 
ers in town, may bring in enough 
old countryers to give a fair gross 
at $11,000. Last week ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO) and ‘Luck Devils’ (RKO 
fell below average of this theatre 
recently to $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 60) ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB) and seven acts 
vaude. House is picking up and 
may hold at $12,000, quite good. 
Last week ‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) and 
vaude grossed $13,000, thanks most- 
ly to the picture. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Cy- 
nara’ (UA) and ‘Say It With Mu- 
sic’ (UA). Colman’s huge femme 
following here may bring $8,000 
gross, good for this theatre. Last 
week ‘Flag Lieutenant’ and ‘It’s a 
aaah. brace of Britishers, about 








Port. Sure Proves They'll 
Spend If It’s a Good Show} 


Portland, Ore., April 3. 

B. O. biz taking a slight impetus 
and looks like punch exploitation | 
should get back the old grosses in 
a few weeks. Idea of what biz there 
is in the burg evicent from Bill Mc- 
Curdy’s success with ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ roadshow, at the auditorium ! 
for one night. Big 3,500 seat house | 
sold out at $3 top. 
RKO Orpheum doing an exploita- | 
tion splurge this week with return | 





of Georgie Stoll as band leader. 
Picture is ‘Christopher Strong,’ hard 
to sell but registering fairly. 

Par’s ‘She Done Him Wrong’ 


brought back by Fox-Parker for a 
fourth and possibly fifth week at the 
Rialto. Longest running picture in 
the burg for many moons. 
Another natural is M-G’'s ‘Ras- 
putin,’ now in its second week at 
the United Artists and may hold for 
a third. ‘Rasputin’ clicked for top 
gross in the burg in that small house 
on its first week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40)—‘Pick Up’ (Par). Looks 
fair for $4,000, including two days 
of ‘Fast Workers’ (MG), which was 
jerked, Last week ‘Woman Ac- 
cused’ (Par), $4,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40-55) 
—‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) with 
vaude and stage band. Well ex- 
ploited and going for a fair $5,800. 
Last week ‘Cohens and Kellys in 
Trouble’ (U) only $3,600. 

United Artists (Fox - Parker) 
(1,000; 25-40)—‘Rasputin’ (MG). 
Held for second week and going 
great guns around $3,500. Looks 
good for a third. First clicked for 
big $6,700. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Key Hole’ (WB). Going for 
average biz, around $3,500. Last 
week ‘Big Drive’ (FD) answered to 
exploitation for extra biz, but not 
popular with femmes. Did well 
though at $4,300. 

Liberty (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 15- 
25)—‘Men Must Vight’ (MG). Going 
just fairly for possible $2,800. Last 
week ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par) nicely at 
$3,000. 

Rialto (Fox-Parker) (1,500; 25)— 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ (Par). 
Fourth week and still getting biz. 
Looks like okay $3,000. 

Auditorium (Civic) (3,500; $1 to 
$3)—Of Thee I Sing.’ One night 
only of roadshow sold out for record 
biz of $5,600. 


Lackey’s Six for Radio 


Hollyweod, April 3. 
Negotiations are on for William 
Lackey, who has been producing 








Stage Show Battle 


Not Helping Prov’s 
Straight Pic Houses 


April 3. 
topsy-turvy week Be- 
season and unfavor- 
able weather conditions exhibitors 
are nearly daffy. Rain spoiled first 
two opening days, and Sunday the 
main stem took it on the chin again 
when the sun broke through the 
clouds and gave automobilists a day 
of warm sunshine. 

The present set-up doesn't augur 
well for any of the stands. Stage 
opposish also is greater than ever. 
Olsen and Johnson are at the RKO 
Albee, group of ether stars with re- 
vue at Fay’s and the musical com- 
edy, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ here for a 
three-day visit last half of the week. 
Then there is the Modern with dra- 
matic stock. 

Olsen and Johnson, big local fa- 
vorites, will give the Albee the lead 
this week, something that this house 
has been aiming at for weeks. ‘Girl 
Pirates’ revue is keeping Fay’s close 
behind the Albee. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ looks like a sell- 
out, and plenty will be taken away 
from the picture houses. There is 
no outstanding picture product in 
town for the week with the excep- 
tion of ‘Gabriel’ at Loew's which 
is not doing what was expected, but 
if there is any pick-up later in the 
week it will be Loew's that will get 
the coin because the picture is get- 
ting the raves. 

Quite unexpectedly the new Metro- 
politan, which has been sailing 
along fairly good on a co-operative 
basis, went dark Sunday (3). Man- 
agement announced reopening Eas- 
ter Sunday under a new policy, but 
there is plenty of speculation 
whether the house will be reopened 
again. The Met has been operating 
for last two months with seven acts 
of vaudeville and pictures at 25c, 
top, but labor troubles among other 
things spoiled any real chance of 
the co-op scheme of going through, 
This is the second time the Met. 
has gone dark since it was first 
opened by Jacob Conn, who built it 
~ a cost of close to a million dol- 
ars. 





Providence 


Another 
tween Lenten 


Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-55) —‘Parole 
Girl’ (Col) and stage show featur- 
ing Olsen and Johnson. Stand 
should get $9,000. Last week ‘Pri- 
vate Jones’ (U) so-so at $5,000, even 
though stage show was ballyhooed 
to the skies. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Constant 
Woman’ and stage show with the 
‘Girl Pirates’ revue. Another stand 
spending plenty of coin to bait the 





for Monogram, to go over on the 
Radio lot with his own unit and 
make six features for next season’s 





Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
50) L’Amoureuse Adventure’ 
(French). May gross $1,200. Last 
week ‘Violettes’ Imperiales’ (French) 
$1,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25) ‘LA Femme WNue’ (2d 
week). Repeat on a gross of $900, 
may get around $700 on holdover. 


More Go 306 


Second independent circuit in 
Greater New York to drop Empire 
operators and swing Back to Local 
306, the I. A. T. 8S. E. affiliate, is the 
Manhattan Playhouses, totaling 23 
houses. The Blenheim, Bronx, also 
an indie operation, swings back to 
306 as well. 
Operators from 306 went back into 
the Manhattan circuit booths and 
the Blenheim yesterday (Monday) 
following a contract negotiated with 
owners by Harry Sherman, lately 
chosen president of 306. 

Previously, Lee Ochs chain gave 
up Empire in favor of 306, which it 
had previously deserted. 











DEFENSE RESTS 


Femme Exhib’s $150,000 Restraint 
Suit Dates Back to 1925 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Defense in the suit brought by 
Mrs. Fae Robinson against the ma- 
jor distributors will rest tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Suit is for $150,000 for 
alleged restraint of trade. She op- 
erated the Seville theatre in Ingle- 
wood in 1925. 

Defense’s inotion for a non-suit 
vas denied Frilay and the re- 
mainder of tha. day was spent in- 








program, 

Plans are for Lackey to bring 
with him Phil Rosen, his director, 
and Tristram Tupper, writer. Deal 
calls for a flat sum for each picture 
and a percentage of the profits to 
be split among the trio. 





Indianapolis Publix 


Indianapolis, April 3. 

Five pic houses, formerly operated 
by the defunct Publix-Fitzpatrick- 
McElIroy, Inc., chain, have been sold 
to the newly formed Theatrical 
Managers, Inc., by Carl Wilde, Fed- 
eral referee in bankruptcy. Houses 
are the Wysor-Grand and Rivoli, 
Muncie; Princess in Bloomington; 
Strand at Crawfordsville, and Prin- 
cess at Newcastle. 

Company includes V. U. Young, 
of Gary; C. J. Wolf, Wheeling, W. 
Va.; Pierre Goodrich and Leslie Col- 


vin, of Indianapolis. The Tivoli, 
Ritz and Indiana in Ricnmond, 
which formerly were operated in 


the P-F-M chain, will be * perated 
by Robert Hudson, of Richmond, in 


co-operation with, the Theatrical 
Managers, Inc. 
All the theatres have been in 


operation recently by Irving Le- 


| maux, trustee in bankruptcy. 











Egyptian, L. B., Reopening 


Long Beach, Cal., April 3. 
First of the badly damaged Fox- 
West Coast houses in the local 


Group Sold by Revr. 


ans. Live entertainment has been 
clicking week after week with the- 
atre making almost no attempt to 
play with picture product. Week 
will see at least $8,500, great. Last 
week ‘Behind Jury Doors’ (Mayfair) 
just lucky to get swell stage show 
to come through at $8,700. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 10-25)—‘Ga- 
briel’ (MG). Weather and Lent 
started this one off to poor pace, 
but chances are that comment will 
build up gross to at least $8,000, 
Picture drawing raves. Last week 
‘Rasputin’ (MG) piled up biz all 
through the week, despite adverse 
comment, and came through royally 
on strength of the Barrymores for 
a sensational $12,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Mind Reader’ (WB) and ‘Forgot- 
ten.’ Causing no flurry, close to 
bottom at $4,000. Last week ‘Broad- 
way Bad’ (Fox) and ‘Sailor’s Luck’ 
(Fox) oke at $6,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 10-40)—Pick 
Up’ (Par) and ‘West of Singapore’ 
(Mono) double bill. Program pulled 
in two days ahead of schedule after 
poor run on ‘Murders in the Zoo’ 
(Par), which was complete flop on 
five-day run. Although ‘Pick Up’ 
has the advantage of two-day start 
on other houses, the final tally not 
expected to go over $8,500 on nine- 
day run. Last week ‘High Gear’ 
(Goldsmith) was on same bill with 
‘Murders in the Zoo’ and slid badly 
at $2,200; way off. 


RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25)— 
‘State Trooper’ (Col) and ‘Topaze’ 
(RKO). Not doing badly at all, 
looks like it will make the corner 
at $2,700, oke. House getting set 
for two-day closing April 13 to per- 
mit changes for showing of ‘King 
Kong’ April 15 with prices tilted to 
55c. Last week ‘Sailor Be Good’ 
(RKO) and ‘White Eagle’ (Col) also 
Oke at $2,500, 

Metropolitan (3,400; 10-25)—‘Her 
Big Night’ and stage show. Last 





quake area to reopen is the Egyp- 
tian, which resumes Friday (7). En- } 
tire rear wall has been rebuilt, and 
canopy and marquee reinforced, in 
addition to other repairs. 

House policy will be single fea- 
tures on a three changes a week 





troduc ng testimony of the branch 
managers to the effect that the 
‘black book’ for zoning was not 


used collectively and in conspiracy | 
in determining zoning. 

Jack Warner and Louis B. Mayer, | 
subpoenaed by the plaintiff, took | 
the stand merely to declare that 
they were engaged in production 








Trintz hasn't decided on policy, 





but straight pictures at 25c. aad 
probable. 


and knew nothing of the selling and | 
distributing policies of their eae 
tive companies. 


split, at pop prices. 





PUBLIX REJECTS 1 


Syracuse, April 3 
Publix, through its upstate. op 
erating subsidiary, has turned back 


the Quirk opera house, Fulton, 
Y., to the Bloom Amusement Co 


half of last week slid badly to $80% 
with result house went dark Sun- 
day (2). Charles H. Williams, head 


'of the co-operative scheme, claims 
. theatre 
|} with new policy. 


will reopen Easter Sunday 


BALTO ARTY FOLDS 

April 3. 
Tow! nly art spot folded last 
known by several 
mes, opening as the Little and 
Europa. Owned by 
1. New York outfit, incorporated for 
il exhibition as Movie-Graphs, 


Baltimore, 
Was 


: 1 
closing as the 
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APR. 1-WARREN WILLIAM 
in “THE MIND READER“’t 
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for your protection! 





Srp 


APR. 15—BARTHELMESS 
in “CENTRAL AIRPORT”? 
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MAY 6—JAMES CAGNEY 
in “PICTURE SNATCHER”’* 







MAY 13—RUTH CHATTERTON 
in “LILLY TURNER”’* 






No wonder you can’t see any- 
thing else on Broadway but 









MAY 20—GEORGE ARLISS 
in “THE ADOPTED FATHER ”’* 









Fd BE. Ulan 


in “THE LITTLE GIANT’’t 
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DOUG. FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
in “THE LIFE OF JIMMY DOLAN”’* 
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PARAMOUNT, APR. 7~"The Mind Reader” 
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LORETTA YOUNG 


STRAND, NOW oeeeee “42nd Street” 
in ““SHE HAD TO SAY YES”t 





STRAND, SOON... “Central Airport’ 





It contains enough completed pictures & 
— and big enough pictures — to keep be be — 
you operating at a profit for weeks to you in“GOLD 
come!...With more consecutive big star DIGGERS OF 
names than even Warner Bros. have . 1933.” 
given you all season!... Ready now 


for immediate week-after-week release! 
>. *A Warner Bros. Picture tA First National Picture Vitagraph, Inc., Distributors 

















rf 










SON = son PA ~~ NOS eteey 
eee 


— 
SE 


eS — 
—— 


— 


wee nse 


sniathslgntedeatile Decsteunhe caneiede at ae 





ry 
a 
a 
Ls 
B 
at 


VARIETY 


FILA HOUSE REVIEWS 





Tuesday, April 4, 1933 





—————> 





MUSIC HALL 


New York, March 30. 

John Murray Anderson, recalled 
from Europe by RKO, takes his first 
bend this week as the Radio City 
Music Hall's new stage producer 
The question of whether this for- 
mer legit stager will have any more |} 
success than his predecessors is left 
hanging for another week, for An- 
derson takes no chances in his in- 
itial effort. 

Most important of the two cur- 
rent stage items, and practically the 
whole show, is ‘The Young King,’ 
which must be Anderson’s favorite 
piece of stage business. He’s done 
it several times before, last in his 
own ‘Almanacs’ revue. sut he 
never had the coin to spend on it 
as he has here, nor the staging, 
lighting, costuming and other fa- 
cilities. Rather than something 
new, which had been expected from 
the theatre’s new producer, his 
first show is an improvement on an 
oldie. When they disrobe_ the 
‘young king’ here, kid, they disrobe 


him. 

By confining his show and 
tossing 90% of the current expen- 
diture into one spot, Anderson 
risks a departure from the variety 
rating for which the Music Hall 
productions thus far have striven. 
There’s no gainsaying the produc- 
tional beauty and ecolor of his one 
big scene, but whether it amounts 
to a stage show is a question. Es- 
pecially in a week whose picture 
needs strong support. Current film 
is ‘The Keyhole’ (WB). 

‘The Young King’ is a tableaux 
on the Oscar Wilde story. It’s si- 
lent unto itself, but interpreted from 
the side of the stage and out of the 
line of action by Margaret Anglin. 
Miss Anglin, an expert narrator, 
apparently reading her lines from 
the lecturn at which she works, 
gives a clear, comprehensible word 
picture of what's going on in panto- 
mime, But the story behind the 
action isn’t important. It’s the 
staging that counts, and Anderson 
is in a stager’s Utopia at this thea- 
tre. 

Program says there’s a cast of F00. 
If not, it looked like 500 in the final 
scene, the king’s coronation in the 
cathedral. At any rate, the huge 
stage is well filled, and you can’t do 
that with a flash act. 

There are six scenes. One oc- 
curring before the drapes and just 
a costume parade by a flock of cou- 
ples symbolizes the chief fault of 
the production—overlength. Though 
the costumes are stunning, the 
lighting superb and the stagecraft 
striking, the quality is shorter than 
the running time. Anderson will 
have to snap it up in forthcoming 
shows, else they’ll be asking for 
sheets and pillows for a nice nap 
till the picture goes on. They’ve 
seen the revolving stage, the lights 
and the last words in costumes and 
scenery already, and now the only 
way to keep them interested would 
be with entertainment. And that 
means talent, besides the proper use 
of it. 

‘City Rhythm,’ first of the two 
stage numbers, is a little more like 
it in the way of fast-moving amuse- 
ment. But it’s a typical Music Hall 
affair, depending on the Roxyettes 
for its big effect, and not showing 
the fine hand of Anderson or any 
other individual since it follows 
style. Four Flash Devils, colored 
hoofing quartet, in a fast on and off, 
and Ruth Denning, singer, build it 
up for the house line. Neo ballet or 
Patricia Bowman this week, but 
they’re billed as returning for the 
next show. 

‘William Tell’ as the overture Fri- 
day night, Erno Rapee conducting. 
Business okay, Mr. Rockefeller. 

Bige. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 3. 

This week the Chicago has what 
amounts to a three-act vaudeville 
bill. First comes Betty Jane Cooper 
and the Lathrop Brothers, who do 
their full act precisely as at the 
Palace some months ago. There- 
atfer comes William Demarest and 
Hope Vernon, who work vaudeville 
style in one. Finally the Ted 
Weems orchestra closes the per- 
formance. 

That the results are favorable 
might superficially be an argument 
for a vaudeville policy. More peo- 
ple will probably agree than dis- 
agree that the Palace vaude shows 
are more consistent than the Chi- 
cago stage show. In other words, 
the average of merit is more de- 
pendable, fluctuates less from week 
to week. 

Miss Cooper and her partners 
have class, Bill Demarest is funny, 
and Ted Weems has versatile music- 
makers. There is no particular need 
for elaboration, as all have been re- 
viewed in detail before. New to the 
Chicago is Joseph Cherniavsky, who 
conducted the pit ensemble with a 
certain fine showmanly frenzy that 
stimulated the pews to a generous 
response, He stomps and cuts the 
air with impressive down-beats of 
a vigorous baton. Just the sort of 
musical oratory that picture-house 
audiences like. 

_ ‘From Hell to Heaven’ (Par) was 
taking the blame for the poor busi- 
ness. In the newsreel the Madison 








PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, March 31. 


It’s ‘Crazy Week’ at the Para- 
mount and the house’s only hope to 
|provide a draw. ‘Murders in the 
Zoo’ (Par), despite that it has no 
lheavy box-office names, may pull on 


a par with the better murder-mys- 
ltery stories, and there may be some 
| draft via the stage through a pretty 
llarge lineup of acts, headed by 
Frank and Milt Britton; but if the 
| business runs over the house aver- 
age, doubtful; it will be because of 
the ‘Crazy Week’ stunt 

It was Boris Morros’ idea, sec- 
onded by others in Publix, and exe- 





l cuted in advertising and theatre ex- 
ploitation by Jack McInerney, who 
worked out some clever etunts to 
arouse curiosity. Morros, who had 
seen the ‘Crazy Week’ thing as a 


suceessful experiment in the Palla- 
dium, London, thought he’d inno- 
vate it here. 

Front of the house is circused up 
and handled with a view to arous- 
ing curiosity as to what audience 
may expect. Names of acts on 
stage show aren't billed except in 
lights, while from the stage none are 
announced in trailers or otherwise 
except Brittons and the dance team 
of Carl Randall and Barbara New- 


berry. 
Ads have featured such catchlines 





as ‘cuckoo as a clock,’ ‘mad as a 
March hare,’ etc., in building up the 
stage show for the box office. What- 
ever may be the squawks against 
the unit shew, and they’re likely to 
be unimportant, there can be no 
complaint on measure. It’s fuller 
than the house has ever handed out 
for the price it takes to get in here. 


While presumably the unit may be 
cut down, Friday night at the first 
deluxe show i, ran one hour and 15 
minutes, There is danger in spread- 
ing out too far, but with the large 
number of acts booked in currently 
and the various bits worked out for 
the crazy week occasion, the pro- 
ceedings maintain pretty good in- 
terest all the way through. 

Some cutting would tighten up for 
even better results. Bob Altman, 
who formerly produced units for the 
Paramount, Brooklyn, and more 
lately has been assisting Boris Pet- 
roff, has not gone in for a great 
deal of staging, with the show more 
closely cut to the vaudeville manner 
of presentation. 

Unit opens cold, without any an- 
nouncement of any kind, with a 
couple blackout bits from boxes out 
front. One is obviously staged, the 
other looks as though it could be 
something legit happening in the 
house. First has ma and pa with a 
bawling kid. In the other the lady 
seems to think her chair isn’t so 
comfortable and is investigating 
only to find she’s been sitting on a 
little kid all along. 

Then a girl in the front row of 
the house gets up to complain about 
a mugg who’s playing with her knee 
with a threat she’ll call the man- 
ager. Mugg finally gets up and as 
he’s walking away says he’s the 
manager. 

After Bob Hope has put in an ap- 
pearance as the m.c., the line of 
girls starts a number and a couple 
candy hucksters start selling their 
wares in the auditorium, so girls go 
off. It’s that way through most of 
the show, with anything likely to 
happen. 

At first the audience was a little 
puzzled, failing to get the idea of it 
all, but aside from a boat farewell 
scene, probably got straightened 
out before the show was over. 

In the boat scene, ‘Goodbye,’ from 
‘Flying Colors,’ it’s a little subtle, 
and toward the finish when the girl, 
Patsy Kelly, who’s sailing, can’t 
stand it any longer and starts to 
‘hell’ and ‘g. d.’ things, it’s also 
something of a shock. Never before 
did the Par ever go in for such 
strong language. Scene runs quite 
long, but has to do that in building 
up for the finish. 

The big surprise arrives at the 
finish when the Britton band starts 
to break itself up. Just prior to 
that, Hope works his regular rou- 
tine with the stooges, which also 
includes surprises, and Johnny Per- 
kins goes in for a bit with a couple 
acrobats who seemed to treat him a 
little rougher Friday night than the 
rehearsals may have called for. 
Following the first show Friday, 
Murray Wood was _ replaced by 
Jerome Mann, who appears up front 
and with his impersonations has no 
trouble finding appreciation. In any 
cutting to bring down running time, 
considerable could come in Mann’s 
spot, where virtually his entire act 
is unfolded. 

After the last show Friday, Ran- 
dall and Newberry walked out com- 
plaining about their spot and were 
replaced (Saturday (1) by Gary and 
Dixon. Randall and Newberry, ex- 
cellent rhythm dancers, were forced 
to work in one following the ‘Good- 
bye’ scene and without any buildup 


except announcement of name by 
Hope. They did very nicely Friday 
night. 


Line gets its only chance a little 
beyond middle as background for 
the Lizzie Stratta Duo, novelty 
dancers who fit in admirably with 
the crazy week plan. 

A trio of acrobats, the Bredwins, 
in which one of the men gives a 


| act and squeal, are on early and a 
hit Friday night, but dropped from 
show Saturday (1). Ruth Petty has 
a minor assignment, doing a talking 
bit with Hope. 

Despite the length of the unit, the 
show was running only slightly over 
average in time Friday night due to 
a feature of only 61 minutes. 

Business fair Friday night. 

Char. 





RKO ROXY 


New York, March 31. 
Another change in policy for the 
RKO Roxy, this time a stage band 
and variety program, headed by 


Horace Heidt’s jazzists, and likely 
to mean something if the house gets 
any sort of a break on film product. 
Necessarily, the smaller of the two 
Radio City deluxers becomes the 
sluffo for film choice, and the elab- 
orate variety show should be the 
major pull. 

Billed as the first edition of ‘The 
New Roxy Varieties,’ it’s a vaude 
type entertainment, as the billing 
suggests. What purports to be a 
booking office discloses a massive 
flat-top desk with a huge male 
mannikin, with a quill in hand, 
looking more like a benign scholar 
than a vaudeville booker. The 
cross-section of the desk serves as 
a supplementary rostrum, on top of 
the stage, from whence the Roxy- 
ettes make their first appearance 
out of the inkwells. In turn de- 
scends Frances Langford, radio 
songstress, for a pop song, getting 
over very well lyrically, suggesting 
either that the acoustics are ex- 
traordinarily good, or that a skill- 
fully camouflaged mike helps the 
situation. 

Herman Hyde and Mona, next, 
however, further attest to the excel- 
lent acoustics, proving that the new 
Roxy, for all of its 3,700 seats, isn’t 
too greatly handicapped by size for 
suitable vaudeville playing. If talk 
gets over, almost every type of act 
has a chance on a straight variety 
bill, possibly augmented by a line of 
girls to give it a revuesque or 
music-hall aspect of the true va- 
riety calibre, 

Hyde is a funny mime, with a 
flock of sure-fire comedy and hoke 
business, including a jigsaw bit that 
will probably be copped by the 
habitual] lifters. If it’s any satis- 
faction, this may serve as some sort 
of establishment of priority, at least 
to this reviewer. The girl works 
very hotcha but is a good performer 
on her own, although Hyde’s clown- 
ing, and the general bits and props, 
constitute the bulwark of the fun- 
stering. 

Sunny O’Dea, fresh out of ‘Walk 
a Little Faster,’ breaks it up with 
an okay hoof specialty, and Myrio 
and Sarine, with a tango, likewise 
register, on a par with their unique 
and striking black-and-gold cos- 
tuming. Herb Williams’ usual com- 
edy sock next, and Bendova, eccen- 
tric stooge comedian, in a spotlight 
specialty,- permits the Heidt boys to 
shift from the trench to the stage. 
Bendova used to call himself Ben 
Dova, but under any other name his 
is a socko variety interlude. He re- 
peated his impressive click of last 
week at the sister Music Hall, 
During the show, Charles Previn, 
the former maestro, batons for the 
acts, using the Heidt boys. The 22 
men in tropical-looking mess jack- 
ets give Heidt a big builder-upper 
for the entrance, He’s in similar 
costuming, although contrastingly 
colored. Considering the average 
husky stature of the Californian’s 
orchestra, that’s not the best out- 
fitting for the boys, who’d look bet- 
ter in the conventional sports 
clothes, despite the admirably ob- 
vious desire to get something differ- 
ent in band-act stage costuming. 


Plenty of stage show. Up until 
Heidt’s advent, the variety acts ran 
from 9:15 until 10:10 p.m., and 
Heidt called it an evening 21 min- 
utes later, after impressing the idea 
that he wants the customers to get 
clubby with his boys, and all that 
family spirit sort of thing. 

Heidt’s stage bandery is, of 
course, too standard to require fur- 
ther embellishment. It’s a profes- 
sional turn in every respect, with 
nice change of pace to mix up the 
boys’ basic jazzique and to impress 
their versatility with choral and 
solo singers and specialty instru- 
mentalists. 

The new Roxy is still scaled at 
75c, same as the Music Hall, and 
it’s still a picture house even under 
this scheme of things of ballyhooing 
the variety phase and billing Heidt 
and the stage show over the picture. 
That in itself is a confession of the 
flicker’s weakness, and _ therefore 
spells the biggest b.o. handicap. In 
the eyes of the paying public, it 
can’t help but regard the stage por- 
tion as an hors @’ouvre to the main 
celluloid course. And so long as 
both the RKO Roxy and the Radio 
City Music Hall offer first-run fea- 
tures, they’re still in direct com- 
petish, placing a further handicap 
on the Roxy through same 75c scal- 
ing. This element is said to come 
from a Rockefeller mandate not to 
gz0 under the six bits as a means 
not to cheapen the aura of enter- 
prises in which the Rockefel'cors are 
so vitally identified. The f > 











Square anti-Hitler meeting was re- 
ceived in complete silence. Land. 


splendid idea of how a monkey might 


} ‘Pleasure Cruise.’ Abel. 











NEWSREELS 
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EMBASSY 


Half of the current program is 
bromidic and magazinery; the type 
of stuff that is in every library. 

One of these days there is quite 
liable to be a mild riot in this house 
over Hitler. Two factions are def- 
initely shaping up in the Embassy 
audience. There was a contest to 
a draw Saturday between applaud- 
ers and booers. The din reached a 
deafening climax. It was just the 
opposite in the lLuxer, which, 
through Pathe, was daring enough 
to semi-close Hitler. Only mani- 
festation there was subdued hiss- 
ing. 

Embassy overdid the Shaw thing. 
Where Pathe edited it to a few 
pithy cracks, Fox let it run for what 
seemed like a full-length reel. 

All the reels used the subject of 
Amelia Earhart’s views on how to 
dress for flying. Strictly a fashion 
clip, with not much reason for Miss 
Earhart. 

Houses differed on their policy in 
handling labor camps. Luxer was 
all for it, using the statement of tthe 
Secretary of Labor and presenting 
views of the first camp operating 
in New York. Embassy played up 
the negative stand of the labor head. 
Interesting interview was  ob- 
tained in London from a former 
German spy, who estimated that to- 
day there are at least 2,000 spies at 
work in England. The two houses 
interviewed different winners of the 
sweepstakes. Embassy interview 
a couple of husbands, while the 
Luxer sought out wives. Laughs in 
both cases. 

Other clips: Sir Campbell’s return 
to London, Irish soldieis and Brit- 





TRANSLUX 


Luxer was the only house Satur« 
day afternoon to screen the Garden 
mass meeting in protest of Hitler, 
Paramount made the clip. Inciden« 
tally, Par news dominates the curs 
rent program. 


House is getting back to its orig« 
inal policy of giving oddities Picked 
up by Universal a break. Such sub« 
jects as a blind man building a 
house, a one-arm golfer scoring on 
the green and new slants on beer 
always prove diverting from the 
regular run of formal news and 
magazine material. 


Pathe got a general laugh from 
its subject on pretzel bending, 
Champion bender by taking herself 
and ability seriously proved a.come« 
edy natural. 


Ruth signing his new contract 
was covered by all the reels. Par 
also worked in the Babe’s House 
of David act. Both houses had the 
MacDonald - Mussolini conference, 
Hoover returning to Palo Alto, cir« 
cus and Garden hockey. 

Pathe seems to think that the dee 
pression can be cured by uneme« 
ployed gold miners. It has been 
preaching gold off and on fér sev« 
eral months now, this week finally 
getting down to a lesson in panning 
from an old-timer. Waly. 





ish sailors, Australian dogs and 
monkeys, ice breakers and icebergs, 
hockey, Manchuria, Eiffel Tower, 
Stoopnagle and Budd, English horse 
race, John D. Rockefeller being ene 
tertained by Florida youngsters. 
Waly. 





MARIVAUX, PARIS 


Paris, March 27. 

This Natan ace boulevard house 
has changed from straight film to 
stage presentations. Show this week 
opens with Natan’s newsreel, a well- 
balanced selection of interesting 
shots. 
An UFA educational on wild ani- 
mal life in Nordic forests follows. 
After which, on the stage with a 
piano accompanist, comes Collins, 
popular entertainer, who has some 
locally amusing songs about hard 
times etc. Then the feature, ‘I. F. L 
Doesn’t Answer’ (UFA) smasher. 

House is doing business evenings, 
and on three afternoon showings of 
the feature. 


College, New Haven 


New Haven, March 30. 


A Fanchon & Marco show came 
back to town after a couple stage- 
less months, and the patron reaction 
was not so good. Opening looked 
promising but attendance later 
faded to a final gross that has been 
exceeded by straight sound pro- 
grams in this house. A take of 
$2,400 for the week means plenty 
red and this despite a street parade 
ballyhoo plus plugging the stage 
show above film half of the bill. 
Unit was ‘Georgia Minstrels’ and 
it deserved better business than it 
drew. Runs about 50 minutes and 
is divided into two parts. Opening 
half is straight old-time minstrel 
stuff, while closing half is split into 
several sets in regular F. & M. stvle, 
First half gets under way with an 
opening chorus by the company 
garbed in gaudy minstrel attire. 
Unit carries own band which works 
upstage against a colorful rooster 
drop. Billy Mitchell sings a song 
and does a contortion dance that 
registers. Duet follows, then Nor- 
velle Reese draws a hand for a nice 
solo. <A recitation by an end man 
lays an egg. Three Georgia Browns 
on next in a semi-challenge dance 
number that is fast stuff. Lee Glover 
sings ‘Silver Threads,’ another dance 
number follows, then Jimmy Miller 
ties things up with a swell rendi- 
tion of ‘River Stay ’Way from My 
Door.’ First half finales with a 
rousing ensemble number. 
Part one of the unit is a snappy 
mixture of good vocal numbers by 
veterans and newcomers as well, 
plus a variety of fast dancing, but is 
a total loss from the comedy angle. 
There’s not a good laugh in the en- 
tire end man routine. 
Second half opens in ‘one’ with a 
comedy soldier skit put on by two 
of the comics unannounced. Stage 
goes full for a waterfront set where 
the Three Gobs work before a drop 
of a ship. These boys offer a novel 
mixture of solo and team dancing 
that puts them over with a bang. 
Also introduce some vocal stuff, 
drawing a laugh with a song in Ger- 
man. Gobs have a neat act, but at 
performance caught were on too 
tong. They close in ‘one’ followed 
by a levee scene in full. Three 
Georgia Browns return for more 
dancing. Finale is a semi-religious 
sketch with spirituals and some 
character acting as river steamboat 
shoves off from levee. An effective 
closer. Unit as a whole is distin- 
guished for its vocal numbers. 
News and ‘Parole Girl‘ completed. 
Bone. 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, March 31, 


Layout this week is a yes-and-no 
affair. It has many elements of good 
entertainment and certain points in 
favor of special approval for its own 
clientele, but the arrangement is hit 
or miss, 


Show was completed and ready 
when it had to be reframed, due to 
the addition of Ray Bolger as a 
specialty turn and m.c. Why was 
not apparent on the surface, unless 
the eccentric’s presence was desired 
as conferencier to help an entrance 
for Grace Moore, the show’s feature 
and reported in at $3,000, which repa 
resents a cut of $1,000 by the diva, 
Anyhow, Bolger was not billed at all 
at the first performance and didn’t 
get his name on the lobby display 
until the second day. 


Real strength of appeal is the ree 
turn of the Chester Hale Girls and 
the reappearance of Yasha Bunchuk, 
both favorites of long standing at 
this de luxe stand. Miss Moore did 
three numbers in a simple single 
appearance, and reaped handsomely 
in applause, but a simple prima 
donna never did mean much in @ 
presentation entertainment, be she 
ever so brilliant a singer and ag 
impressive a personality as this ex« 
Metropolitan songbird. 


Stage proceedings start off with 
a bang on a capital novelty display 
using the girls in three groups ar« 
ranged with the girls horizontal on 
a stage slanting up from the foots, 
In these positions they go through @ 
series of sightly arm and leg drills, 
with the play of lights adding to the 
effect, somewhat like those done 
with more elaboration in several] ree 
cent pictures, notably ‘42d Street 
and ‘Kid from Spain.’ 

Performance tyrns out to be @ 
sort of dance carnival, with all the 
other accesories built ground one or 
another phases of terpsichore. The 
arrangements ought to be ideal for 
Miss Moore, since it gives her the 
only spot not devoted to stepping, 
that being the feature position just 
after midway of the running. Everye 
thing else concentrates on dancing, 
and that makes the diva’s contribue 
tion stand out. 

Whatever the reason for slipping 
Bolger into the bill, it was a happy 
thought. Without his advance 
build-up introduction Miss Moore 
would have had a pretty cold en- 
trance to the middle of the stage, 
with an awkward pause before she 
went into her first number, Besides 
that, the show was short on any 
sort of comedy, and Bolger’s brief 
monolog helped to lighten up the 
proceedings, otherwise all dance 
spectacle and prima donna, admire 
able elements in theniselves, but 
liable to make heavy going in a 
presentation interlude. Bolrer’s 
pseudo-political patter held laughs, 
and his dancing finish, with its fallg 
and misses, was a comedy highlicht. 

Only other item away from entiree 
ly straight stuff was the novelty 
turn of Buster Shaver and his 
midget tots, which has minor come- 
dy angles, but in substance concene 
trates on dancing both by Shaver 
and his two diminutive aids. 

Climax of the dancing splurge 
came near the finale, with all the 
girls on at one time or antoher— 
and there are 48 of them in this 
sroup—Marie Rio doing principal 





(Continued on page 44) 
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Gabriel Over the White House 


Coamopolitan production and M-G-M re- 
fease. Features Walter Huston. Directed 
by Gregory LaCava. Adaptation by Carey 

from anonymous novel of same 
title. Additional dialog by Bertram Bloch; 


musical background, Dr. Wm. Axt; cam- 
eraman, Bert Glennon; film editor, Basil 
Wrangell. At the Capitol, N. Y., week 
March 81. Running time, 85 mins. 

Hon. Judson Hammond...... Walter Huston 
Sasper Brooks...........-....Arthur Byron 
Pendola Molloy......... ~...-Karen Morley 
Hartley Beekman........--- Franchot Tone 
Jimmy Vetter..........+++-+: Dickie Moore 
Nick Diamond....--.....- Cc. Henry Gordon 
John Bronson...........++++5 David Landau 


A mess of political tripe super- 
latively hoked up into a picture of 
strong popular possibilities of which 


the Hearst newspaper string will 
And that 


take fullest advantage. 
means good box office. 

Production is extremely well Gone 
on its technical side, and its dra- 
matic highlights have been shrewdly 
bolstered with excellent accessories, 
such as crowd sequences, striking 


backgrounds and elaborate effects. | 


It is Walter Wanger’s first Metro 
production as a supervisor. 

A cleverly executed commercial 
release, it waves the flag frantically, 
preaches political claptrap with 
ponderous solemnity, but won't in- 
spire a single intelligent reaction 
in a carload of admission tickets. 
However, it exploits the burning 
public questions of the day in a 
spirit of good clean fun, and this 
Broadway audience which filled the 
Capitol comfortably on a rainy eve- 
ning found it thrilling and re- 
warded its finale with a thin patter 
of applause. Its very merit for 
home use bans it for the foreign 
markets completely. 

Any apprehension the trade might 
have had that the picture would 
tread on delicate ground of national 
politics is completely allayed by 
witnessing the feature, On all 
counts it is voluptuously patriotic. 
A new President, up to then a pretty 
practical politician, is dying after 
an automobile smash and is miracu- 
lously revived. Divine intervention 
stays the hand of the reaper and 
brings the President back to lead 
the nation and the world out of the 
trials of depression. The reference 
of the title is the suggested hover- 
ing of Gabriel, God’s messenger, 
about the President's bed of suffer- 
ing, conveyed in the action by mys- 
tic strains of music and the waving 
of a window curtain to mark the 
coming of the archangel. 


The resurrected President goes 
before Congress in a big scene, asks 
to be made a dictator to deal with 
the emergency, and when Congress 
refuses he declares martial law and 
takes control. He goes out to meet 
an army of hunger marchers at 
Baltimore, calms them and wins 
them to his policies in an address, 
sends the army out after the gang- 
sters in an elaborate battle scene 
with tanks, and for the finish meets 
the diplomats of the world on the 
Presidential yacht, with the whole 
American navy assembled there- 
abouts, and talks them into paying 


the American foreign debt and 
agreeing to a new disarmament 
pact. 

All these separate episodes are 


staged with the pomp and ceremony 
of a super-‘Blue Jeans.’ Part of 
the debt conference involves the 
bombing of two obsolete battle 
cruisers by an air force, and the 
sequence has a whale of a melodra- 
matic kick. 

While all these sprightly doings 
are in process the President's girl 
secretary and his young man aid 
fall in love, but in an extremely 
sedate and discreet way that won't 
distract attention from the main is- 
sue of statesmanship, at the same 
time giving the picture a faint per- 
fume of romance. 

Finale is a hippodrome. Diplo- 
mats of the worid are gathered to 
sign the new peace treaty. and the 
thing is done with a vast amount of 


pageantry. The President appears 
last to affix his signature, which 
done, he slumps across the table, 


is carried to the seme study, and 
there expires with the same churchly 
music and a new waving of the win- 
dow curtain, marking the passing of 
Gabriel, his mission nccomplished. 
Walter Huston. one of the few 
actors on the American stage or 
screen who could surest a person 
of Presidential stature, plays the 
part so persuasively here that wit- 
nessers will be tricked into accept- 
ing its monstrous exaggerations. 
Franchot Tone, young newcomer 
for whom Metro has bigh hopes, and 
Karen Morley, a satisfying player in 
almost any sort of an assignment. 
earry what amount to walk-on parts 
and make them loo like leads. They 
give a performance that for finish 
and insinuating anneal does an al- 
together disproportionate service in 
creating the illusion. Rush. 


FIRES OF FATE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


British International production and 
Powers release. Directed by Norman 
Walker. From Conan Dovie's ‘The Tragedy 
of Korosko.’ Adaptation by Dion Tith- 
erage. Cast: Lester Matthews, Kathleen 
O'Regan, PDorothy Ftarilam, Garry Marsh. 
Jean Caddell. At Globe. N. Y., week April 
1, Running time. 70 rain 

Done from a Conan Doyle story 
Without the Conan Dovie touch, 


‘Fires of Fate’ is a rather elemental 


|} other party. 








melodrama with chief reliance 
placed on authentic desert locales in 
the Egyptian Sudan and a generous 
overuse of the Egyptian 
Corps. 
action much the same as the chases 
in the average western. Vith no 
known players for marquee display, 
the only sales angle is the camels 
and that probably will be insuffi- 
cient save where the feature can be 
sold from the travelog angle. Every- 
thing depends on the advertising, 
and even that won't help in the A 
and top B divisions. 

Basis of the story is the ‘one- 
year-to-live’ pattern, the hero freez- 
ing the heroine instead of telling 
her why he shies off. 
ing part of that last year on an 
Egyptian tour, where he meets an- 
All are kidnapped and 
then rescued by the camel corps. 
Back in Cairo the doctor, who has 
come along, discovers that his pa- 
tient has taken a turn for the bet- 
ter, so he tells the girl he'll marry 
her, not that many in the average 
audience will care much, for the de- 
velopment of the situation has been 
too casual to gain interest. 

After a very brief in‘roductory se- 
quence in London, action moves to 
Egypt with the scenes made aboard 
a Nile steamer and in the desert. 
All authentic and some well photo- 
graphed, but the camera work is un- 
even and occasional good shots are 
pulled down by much _ indifferent 
photography. Picture goes travelog 
in several spots without due cause. 
These are interesting at first. 

Players lack distinction, though 
all work earnestly. Chic. 


M 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(English Titles) 


Nero production and Foremco release. 
Directed by Fr'tz Lang. Scenario by Thea 
von Barbou. English titles by Wolfe Kauf- 
man, Fritz Arno Wagner, photog. At May- 
fair, New York, starting March 31. Run- 
ning time, 92 minutes. 
Murderer...cccscccccces ...Peter Loore 
Mother... eeeee- Ellen Widmann 
CRG. cccrcccccccccosescosse.. Inge Landgut 
Safe-Breaker...e.e..e-----Gustaf Grundgens 


eee ewer arere 


Burglar..... om eeceSeecercoceses Fritz Gnass 
Sard Sharper........e++-+++..Fritz Odemar 
Picknocket...... 9000cneeetscoscs ea Bee 
Confidence Trickster.....--.... Theo Lingen 


President of Police...Ernst Stahl-Nachbarr 
Superintendent Lohman......Otto Wernicke 
Sunerintendent Grocber.......Theodor Loos 


The Blind Beggar......sseeeeees Georg John 
Counsel for Defense.......Rudolf Blurner 
Criminal Chief........cceee. Gerhard Bienert 


Due to its theme, ‘M’ will receive 
divided reaction wherever it’s 
shown. On general release in Amer- 
ica this German-made with native 
dialog and English titles may strike 
an adverse majority. Morbid to an 
extreme, even though constantly 
compelling and often almost thrill- 
ing; that undertone morbidity is 
likely to stand against it in its bid 
for popular appeal. 

The picture is rich with technical 
excellence and sharply true to life. 
Sincerity is a fault as much as a 
virtue in this instance, because the 
brutal realism of the story will be 
the cause for any box office trouble 
the film might encounter. 


It was no simple matter to estab- 
lish a degenerate child murderer as 
the principal character, treat him 
as a despicable pathological freak 
of nature for over an hour, and then 
in the final ten minutes suddenly 
turn audience hate into sympathy. 
In less capable studio hands this 
fiend who murders golden haired 
little girls would call for hateful re- 
action all the way. 3ut through 
the acting of Peter Loore and the 
direction of Fritz Lang the child- 
killer becomes a pitiful figure, war- 
ranting pity rather than hate. 

But that the picture is assured 
of the last-minute switch in senti- 
ment is not enough to guarantee 
that the theme as a whole will be 
relished. It doesn’t leave a sweet 
taste, despite the literary sugar- 
coating. 

The German technique is followed 
all the way. Now and tken the 
studio workmanship of that country 
delivers a technically noteworthy 
picture, and this is one of them. 
The thing is simply yet beautifully 
done and can serve as a film class- 
room example of how to make the 
impossible almost possible. 

There are so many flawless per- 
formances in the cast, Loore’s is 
outstanding mostly because the in- 
terest is centered on him. Ellen 
Widmann, Gerhard Bienert, Otto 
Wernicke, Theodor Loos and several 
others can give the average charac- 
ter actor cards and spades on how 
to look and act. There is no love 
interest in the picture, so no neces- 
sity for romantic types. 

English titling job, done over here 
by Wolfe Kaufman, is first rate. 
The titles are superimposed at the 





clarify only the key moments 


bottom of the pictures, preventing 
any breaks in the action and 
ichances of lost interest. Wording | 
is brief and to the point, covering 
the essential moments only and 
coming only when necessary. The 


story’s progress, despite the German 
dialog, is not difficult to follow by 
itself, with obvious restraint used to 
For 
that reason the foreign aspect is not 


| among ‘M's’ deficiencies for Ameri- 


Bige. 


can exhibiting. 


Camel | 
This essays to pulmotor the! 


He is spend- | 











this one to give it 


this 
chill 
compact 
| tion, 
played and directed. 
will be the women, though they like 
to shiver, too, but the snakes In this 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Gabriel Over the White 
House’ (Cosmopolitan). Flag 
waving flap doodle, shrewdly 
dished up for the man in the 
street and his best girl. 
eautifully produced, cannily 
hoked and looks like money all } 
around. 

‘The Keyhole’ (WB). Male | 
divorce co-respondent theme 
worked into film of slight ap- 
peal. Clothes most important 
item. Kay Francis, George 


Brent featured. 


‘M’ (Foremco). German- 
made with English titles. 
Technically excellent, but story 
questionable for general ap- 
peal. 

‘Telegraph Trail’ (Vita). A 
little different western wit! 
John Wayne. Indian attacks 
and cavalry charses rep'ace 
the usual western gags. 

‘The Outsider’ (M-G). Eng- 


lish quota picture of fair inter- 
est. But no names fon tho r-e~- 
quee and a doubtful box-office 
bet. 

‘Fires of Fate’ (BIP). On- 
the-spot story adapted from 
Conan Doyle. Authentic desert 
stuff and camel corps give some 
novelty but no pull in the east 
names and a doubtful bet in 
U. S. houses. 

‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox). Most 
of its appeal in the title. Gene- 
vive Tobin and Roland Young, 
top names, ack marquee 
strength. 

‘Murders in the Zoo’ (Par). 
Good little picture which but 
needs exploitation attention to 
make it click. 

‘West of Singapore’ (Mono- 
gram). Fair indie effort for 
possible soloing in minor spots. 
Otherwise, double bills. 


| committed. 
| man's lips first sewn up so he can 


|; game 
i|ders with the aid of reptiledom, one 











THE KEYHOLE 


Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Kay Francis and George Brent featured. 
Directed by Michael Curtiz. Adapted hy 
Robert Presnell from Alice D. G. 
‘Adventures.’ Barney McGill, photog. 
R. C. Music Hall, N. Y., week March 30. 
Running time, 70 mins. 
Anne Brooks........... 
Neil Davis.. 


eeeeee 


Hank Wales...... es 
Maurice Le Brun. .ccccceces 

Portia Brooks...... ceecercere 
Schuyler Brooks.... 


fonroe Owsley 


eeeeee 





George Brent trying to be ingra- 
tiating as a ‘special investigator’ in 
divorce cases, but the part of a 
wife-framer precludes all 
for sympathy. Not Brent's fault, 
but this is the picture's chief flaw 
and the reason for ‘Keyhole’ classi- 
fying as a second-rater. 

With Brent, and also co-featured, 
is Kay Francis. As a screen team, 
they'd be easy to like in a story that 
could give both a break. This yarn 
treats neither very well. 

It’s a cinch from the start which 
way the wind will blow, and the de- 
tails of the plot, as the story pro- 
gresses in its routine way, are never 
very interesting. Entertainment is 
confined to the personal perform- 
ances of the lead pair and the gen- 


erous wardrobe worn unaffectedly 


by Miss Francis. 


While Brent is constantly fighting 
similar handicap 


his own part, a 


bears down on Miss Francis, al- 
though in a smaller way. She's 


married to a rich old gent who's as 
jealous as the wife of a matinee 
idol. 
on a suspicious solo trip to Havana. 
But the husband has his reasons for 
being skeptical, and the principal 
reason is his wife's ex-dancing 
partner and husband who is black- 
mailing her. 

3rent not only watches the wife 
well, but falls for her. And she 
falls, too. An uncalled-for bit of 
violence at the finish is a vital blow 
to the picture. 

The women, or those women who 
find Miss Francis’ clothes sufficient 
to hold their interest for 70 minutes, 


are likely to be the only satisfied 
customers. For others ‘The Key- 
hole’ offers little. Bige. . 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Edward Sutherland Story by 
Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller Photog- 
raphy. Ernest Haller Features Lionel At- 
will, Charlie Ruggies, Gail Patrick, Ran- 
folph Scott. Kathleen Burke and John 
Lodge. At Paramount, N. Y., week March 
31. Running time, 61 mins 
ee MGs 506660808 600408 Charlie Ruggles 
Ete GOTHAM. 660000 cece Lionel Atwill 
Jerry Evans...... COcescceccers Gail Patrick 
Gents 4caedeceasecs Randolph Scott 
POE TEI + 6: cedsss6erers John Lodge 
Evelyn Gorman....se..es- Kathleen Burke 
Professor FEvans..... »»++..Harry Beresford 
eer tosh been Edward McWade 





Accounts may have to get behind 
real box-office 
draft. That’s about - il it needs, for 
picture has what it takes to 
and entertain. A horror film 
in subject matter and ac- 
it is also exceedingly well 


Miller's 
At 


-Kay Francis 
..George Brent 
ececcteseeeseee- Glenda Farrell 
eoeee----Allen Jenkins 


..Helen Ware 
.-.-Henry Kolker 


chances 


He engages Brent to trail her 








Main questfon | 
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ne are apt to be more than some 
in stand 
Picture exactly what the title im- 
plies, outside of one murder in the 
ungle. The nicture opens with this 
‘ly planting the jealously-mad 
»ologist. Erie Gorman. Character 
s excellently played by Lionel At 
will. As a polished. highly respect- 
i gentleman and animal collector, 
he is inclined to murder on slight 
provocation His wife is the main 
instigator 
A total of three murders, plus an 
ittempted fourth, meaning Gorman 
is batting .750 in his league. Gor- 
man. bv degrees, becomes a hate- 
ible menace, and his finish, as he 


mistakenly locks himself in a reptile | 
may not seem to gruesome for | 


the iadies Climax is a_ python 
wrapping itself around the man 
after he has sousht escape in the 
zoo from a stampede of wild ani- 


mals loosed in an effort to ward off 


the police 


Some of the animal serapping in 
ithe bir seene at the finish looks 
pretty legit. Lions grapple with 


tigers and a general riot of jungle 
beasts is on. 

Chill angle is not only in the mur- 
ders, but in the manner they are 
After the first, with the 


never kiss a woman again, the big 
collector works out his mur- 


of whose members, a ‘green mamba, 
provides many of the shivers. "he 
venom from one of these snakes is 
used in the killings. The murderer 
has a mounted snake’s head as his 
poison receptacle. In knocking off 
people he uses this head as his in- 
jector, the fang wounds making it 
appear as a snake bite. For con- 
venience, the murderer releases the 
one green mamba brought back to 
the zoo. audience interest whipped 
up further through the danger ele- 
ment. 

Charlie Ruggles, as the zoo’s press 
agent and timid among animals, is 
the film’s smile control. He's had 
better material and been funnier, 
but in this case almost any comedy 
is acceptable. 


Picture only runs 61 minutes, 89 | 


there’s something doing most of the 
time. 

Femme leads are Gail Patrick, her 
first major part, as Randolph Scott's 
sweetheart, and Kathleen’ Burke, 
the ‘Panther Woman.’ They get rid 
of Miss Burke rather light-heartedly 
by tossing her to yawning alligators. 

Despite the universal revulsion to 
reptiles, a bit of research will show 
some surprising zoological snake- 
house attendance figures—and this 
psychological aspect might be kept 
in mind. Char, 


DER BRAVE SUENDER 


‘The Brave Sinner’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


Allianzfilm production and European Film 
release Starring Max Pallenberg. Direc- 
tion, Fritz Kortner; photography, Guen- 
ther Krampf; music, Nikolaus Brodsky; 
scenario, Alfred Polgar and Fritz Kortner. 
At the Europa, N. Y., on grind run. Run- 
ning time, 90 minutes. 

Leopold Pichler......... Max Pallenberg 
i ee -+----Heinz Ruehmann 
Hedwig........ ceccocescccesssismony Haas 
Ludmilla.....essesecees+----J08ephine Dora 
Klapka..... eoseccesoseces Fritz Gruenbaum 
ws 4:6sab:0048S3ha5 see ek koe Peter Wolff 
Manager of the Engel Bar....Julius Brandt 
Commissioner Krull............ Ifjuis Raiph 
Director Haertl.. Ekkehard Arendt 





Unusual film from several angles, 
and pretty good from a Germanic 
standpoint, but hardly box office. 
It's Max Pallenberg'’s film debut, 
Pallenberg being one of Germany's 
greatest stage actors. And it’s Fritz 
Kortner’s debut as a director, Kort- 
ner being one of Germany's greatest 
film actors. Subject matter and 
handling are too Egropean in con- 
cept, however, for American under- 
standing or appreciation. In strict- 


ly German houses it ought to do 
well. 
Film is a farce built around the 


misadventures of a minor bank offi- 
cialin a small town. He’s intrusted 
with a small amount of money, 
spends part of it attempting to de- 
liver the whole and goes back to 
admit his guilt, only to learn that 
his superior has stolen a much 
larger sum and that the small pit- 
tance isn’t even missed. He gets his 
boss's’ job and all turns out well. 


Ninety minutes of this, and most | 
of it pretty funny but awfully thin. | 


Especially for the non-Continental 


| mind. 


MURDERS IN THE ZOO. 


Pallenberg is, of course, a great 
actor. The part is hardly worth the 
footage here, but he does everything 
to perfection. Kortner as a director 
is only just satisfactory. His acting 
work is too brilliant to stack up 
against this sort of thing.  Inci- 


dentally, the thought occurs that it’s 


the same business again here of al! 
comedians wanting to play Hamlet, 
while Here are Kortner and Pallen- 
berg, two splendid character men 
and generally seen in serious drama 
only, in a high farce. 

Beyond Pallenberg the cast is ca- 
pable. Heinz Ruehmann, playing 
opposite him as a young 


the film’s making (early in °31) he 
had forged considerably ahead in 


filmdom and has now become popu- | 
lar in Germany 


Dolly Haas’ talents 


are wasted and Fritz Gruenbaum 
gets in a conple lat-s! 
It's too ly 4 but id ri 1 
Kauf. 


ee 











assistant, | 
turns in such a good job that since | 


PLEASURE CRUISE 


Fox | and Ase Features 
neviev lo ' and Roland bi ing Di 
ted b I ! I iy by 
Aust \ 1da 1 > i Bolton 
r ; ind Alfred 
“ wv ] Ikerd 
\ 4,0 N c M 31 
Ru g n ri 
=} * T yin 
\ . PP ’ I Young 
i 4) ff I “3 
M “irnus ( r 
oe See ee H fundin 
Tu Minna bell 
M sor Theodore tz 
Mild cinematic sailing. Slow in 


the main, and particularly tedious in 
the forepart through laborious ad- 
herence to the Eneslish play original, 
its capping spice will not be suffi- 
‘ient to offset the major deficiencies. 
Likely to fare best in the lesser 
stands. It’s not a big key first-run 
attraction. 
Title holds 
reel and a 
the titular 
fers to the 


ness office 


promise, but fully a 
half transpires before 
action occurs That re- 

solo vacationing busi- 
wife who almost suc- 
cumbs to the blandishments of the 
pleasure cruise, only to discover 
that it was actually her own hus- 
band who had spent the night in 
her exrbin instead of the handsome 
would-he villain. well plaved by 

Ralvh Forbes, considering the semi- 
farcical aspects of the story struc- 
ture, 

Roland Young has been tending 
house in hetween finishing that first 
rovel, while his wife (Genevieve 
Tohin’ is earnings the wherewithal. 
A tiff promnts her to take the 
nleasure cruise solo. Rut Young, 
who deenite the obvious penurv has 
influential friends such as the choir- 
man of the board of a shinvirs line. 
arranges to double as a barber in 
order to sny on the wife. 

The 70 minutes’ running time 
seems much loncer. which gives an 
ide... Perhans Trttle. the director, 
eonld have done something to sneed 
things un, but the lethareie storv 
trantment is hasically the handi-can. 
“s~oara and the rest of the t--hfe 
oke. A het. 


THE OUTSIDER 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Hakim production and M-G-M_  relenee. 
Harry Lachman, director; play by Doro 
thy Brandon; scenario by Alma Reville: 
Guenther Krampf, camera. Cast: Harold 
Huth, Joan Barry, Norman McKinnon, 
Frank Lawton, Annie Esmond, Mary 
Clare, Glen Pointing. At Loew's New 
York, N. Y.,. March 28, on double bill, 
Running time, 72 mins, 


Hakim made this picture for 
Metro quota purposes and M-G is 
trying it over here because it has a 
different idea. That it is double 
billing at the grind New York about 
tells everything. It’s risky as a sin- 
gle and it has no east names for 
America to offset light story value. 

Sound is a bit uncertain, and the 
lighting is poor on a couple of the 


sets, but unusually good at other 
points. Not much chance in most 
spots. 


Story is about a surgical appli- 


ance maker, a cocky young foreigner, 


who has invented a device for cur- 
ing the crippled through the use of 
vibration and tensing. Conservative 
English surgeons will have none of 
his device, and he persuades the 
crippled daughter of one of their 
leaders to place herself under his 
care. She submits to win the boy 
she thinks she loves, but mean- 
while falls in love with the in- 
ventor. Test is apparently a fail- 
ure, but in a crisis the girl finds 
walking possible, and the presump- 
tion is they live happily ever after. 
As a stage play this ran better 
than three months in New York, 
with Katherine Cornell and Lionel 
Atwill. That was nine years ago. 
It is still schemed as a stage play 
and rather implausible at the finish. 
It suffers from too slow a pace and 
that the objective seems to be the 
cure rather than the love interest. 
Harold Huth is outstanding if a 
bit noisy as the voung inventor, but 
becomes rather ridiculous at the 
finish in an impassioned kissing bit 
that closes the film to a derisive 
laugh. Joan QIarry is too saccharine 
as the girl while Norman McKinnon 
is acceptable as the father. Mary 
Clare, in a mere bit, is refreshingly 
real. Others suggest an unfamiliar- 
ity with pictures. Chic. 





WEST OF SINGAPORE 


M. H. Hoffman production and Monogram 
release. Features Betty Compson. Directed 
by Al Ray. Story by Houston Branch; 
supervised by Trem Carr; adaptation, Adele 
Buffington: photographers, Harry Neumana 
and Robert Clive. At the old Roxy, N. Y.. 
week March 31. Running time, 63 mins, 


AS i bca's:0> ak b0naen eee Betty Compson 
Dan Manton......... ....Weldon Heyburn 
Sheiby Worrell...ccccsess Margaret Lindsay 
eee 
Giean Werrell. .ccccccs oeecets Tom Douglas 

| Ricky e6eketubanee Clyde Cook 
Familiar theme of a_= strong- 
minded male digging oil out of 


tropical swamps and succeeding in 
everything but From a gen- 
eral angle of production standards 
it's a fair effort, which may pos- 
sibly be able to single in the lesser 
houses. 


Story concerns a man who's been 


] ve, 


becalmed by a London society belle, 
Ithoush he can have a _ tropical 
made f the asking and without 
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| \ : . a . King Kong shows 
possibility of get- © 
FOOTPRINTS . “ ¢® - ting $10,000 Big! 
x x “Varvety Meh. 28th 


SHOWMANSHIP! « @adi@ Vaan 








town started to big 
_ week ... maybe $9,000, 


NEW HAVEN [opt one 


“Off to nice start... looks 
set for $7,300 ... last 
week $5,500.’ 

Yariety Mech. 28th 


= 


WASHINGTON 


“Everything's: King Kong this , 
week.... the-ape man is aiming \4 
at house record ... a*beautiful WITH FAY WRA as 
$16,000.’ Variety Mch, 28th 

ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
BRUCE CABOT.... 


FROM AN IDEA CONCEIVED AND EXECUTED BY 


BALTIMORE — —_ MERIAN C. COOPER 


“King Kong of Balto at WOW 17 

G... it's socko from the Ist bell = 

wi gos patos hate ; COOPER-SCHOEDSACK 
mark... a terrific $17,000 ... hot- 

test thing that has hit this town.” : att P R Oo D U C T i Oo N 


RKO 


V, 





Variety Mch, 21st 
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Conflicting or Vague Reports on 
Germany Leave U. S. Trade Groping 








Reports reached New York from 
widely divergent sources over the 
week-end on two phases of the Hit- 
ler anti-Jew movement which 
touched film business. One report 
had it that Hugenberg, head of Ufa 
and member of the Hitler cabinet, 
had ordered all Jewish help dis- 
missed from the Ufa lot. Another 
had it that all American film com- 
panies in Germany had received 
notices ordering them to dismiss 
their Jewish ‘representatives, rental 
agents, branch managers and other 
assistants’. 

No verificaticn possible in New 
York of either phase, although in 
film circles the Hugenberg Ufa re- 
port is not believed credible because 
of the fact that certainly the move 
would Lturt Hugenberg’s own com- 
pany. There are very few Jews on 
the Ufa actor payroll now and very 
few ever have been, There are quite 
a’ few among the technicians and 
in the production end, but these are 
almost irreplaceable and Ufa would 
find itself crippled if they were dis- 
missed. 

Hugenberg is generally exoner- 
ated because hurting the American 
filmers in Germany would again 
hurt Ufa, since Ufa’s large theatre 
chain is even now hungry for 
product. 

None of the American film com- 
panies in New York has heard di- 
rectly from any German reps in 
confidential letters or messages. 


Real Facts Clouded 

Major Frederick Herron, foreign 
representative vf the Hays office, 
has been working on the matter and 
has been in close touch with Wash- 
ington in an attempt to get a clear 
view of the situation. He has been 
unable to learn anything definite, 
however, affecting the film industry. 
As far as Washington can officially 
learn there has been nothing done 
which affects picture business, al- 
though the mcntion is made tha’® the 
Nazis, having set a precedent in the 
Woolworth chain storc matter, can 
be expected to do anything. 

In the Woolworth thing the 
chain’s Berlin stores were boycotted 
because it was claimed that one of 
the dime store owners’ ancestors, 
way beck, was Jewish, even though 
no one directly connected with the 
firm’s ownership or management to- 
day is of that race. The Woolworth 
company has since issued a formal 
statement that the original Wool- 
worth was not of Semitic stock. 

From various theatrical and lit- 
erary agents in New Yo have 
come repeated letters and cables de- 
nying that there is any seriousness 
to the situation. Cables from Ber- 
lin to New York reps of these in- 
stitutions are so repeated and so 
completely deny any difficulty that 
they, on the face of it, lead to the 
suspicion that the situation is more 
serious than would seem. 

Costly to U. S. Interests 

In the U. S., German film book- 
ings continue to de affected, es- 
pecially in Jewish sectors. Some 
attempt here, too, to minimize the 
situation and pussyfoot. Pointed 
out that the German films now on 
this side are mostly owned by Jews, 
or outright by American interests, 
and certainly have’ co isiderable 
American money tied up so that 
banning or boycotting of the films 
would be boycotting home pocket- 
books. 

Claimed by those who use this 
argument that any ban should be 
directed against the purchasers of 


Germanic films from now on, but 
not against the films already in. 
Further argument is that over- 


emphasis on any phase of this is 
harmful because not alone hurting 
locally but also affecting the Jews 
in Germany who form a goodly per- 
centage of the film industry and for 
whom help is needed at this time. 

In the meantime, and despite ru- 
mors of local boycotts, ‘M’, Nero 
picture, got off to a good start at 
the Mavfair, on Broadway. It was 
produced by a Jew and has a Jew 
as its star. 





SAM ECKMAN RECONSIDERS 


London, March 25, 

The Kinematograph Renters’ So- 
city’s committee appointed to study 
the election of president and vice- 
president, recommended, and the 
ecuncil agreed on, the elimination 
of the office of vice-president, and 
Sam Eckman will continue a third 
year as president. 

This is a complete surprise to the 
industry, which understood that 
Eckman would not be a candidate. 


— 


‘Wax Museum’ Initialer 
With Titles in Flemish 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Superimposimg titles in Flemish 
has been tried for the first time in 
Hollywood on ‘Wax Museum,’ which 
Warners is readying here for the 
foreign market. Picture will also 
get titles im’French and every form 
of the Spanish language. 

‘Wax Museum’ is in technicolor, 
which is reason for the title dub- 
bing being done here rather than 
in New York, where WB's pictures 
are generally prepared for foreign 
exhibition. 


HITLER COSTS 
UFA BRITISH 
FILM BIZ 


London, March 26. 

The reciprocal arrangement be- 
tween Gaumont-British and UFA, 
whereby G. B. was to jointly make 
pictures with UFA in English and 
German, is off. Arrangement was 
entered into 12 months ago, after 
the success of UFA’s ‘Congress 
Dances,’ which proved smash, Since 
then four pictures have been made. 

The cost of these four to G. B. is 
said to be around $500,000, with 
‘F. P. One’ costing the most. 

Although it is assumed that the 
end of the deal is due to the in- 
ferior quality of the pictures, the 
real reason, so insiders claim, is the 
present German Government's pol- 
icy of Jew baiting. 

It is said G. B. and UFA were 
ready to enter into a new arrange- 
ment, rather than break away al- 
together, but the anti-Semitic out- 
ery has definitely decided G. B, to 
abstain from further discussicns. 

This attitude is entirely due to 
Ostrer brothers, who control G. B., 
and who are determined to do all 
in their power to stem Jew baiting 
in Germany. It is understood they 
have given ‘efinite instructions to 
the heads of all their subsidiary 
companies to abstain from dealing 
with Germany. General Theatres, 
which is one of their subsidiaries, 
have been instructed not book any 
acts of German origin. 

It is understood all the London 
agents are shortly meeting to pass 
a rule refusing to handle German 
acts for England. 

The Jewish element in England, 
an important asset to all forms of 
entertainment, have banded _ to- 
gether, promising they will not at- 
tend any entertainment which in- 
cludes Germans on the program. 











News dispatches from Berlin last 
night had it that Max Reinhardt, 
Germany's most eminent theatrical 
producer, had been forced out of the 
Deutsches Theatre wiiin which he 
had been identified for a quarter of 
a century. 





‘Quixote’ Disappoints 
Brussels, March 22. 

The European premiere of the 
French version of G. W. Pabst’s 
‘Don Quixote’ was given at the Met- 
ropole cinema here and_ disap- 
pointed the critics. 

While it i. conceded that Pabst, 
as producer, has handled Cervante’s 
work in masterly style, the literary 
adaptation of M. Paul Morand 
leaves much to be desired. Chalia- 
pin, as the hero, is magnificent and 
has been splendidly served by M. 
Jacques Ibert, who was responsible 
for the musical partition. 

The same cannot be 
ever, of Dorville, in the part of 
Sancho Panza, who does seem to 
have grasped fully enough the real 
character of Don Quixote’s com- 
panion. 


said, how- 





Dubbing Ban Defeated 
Guatemala, March 27. 
No Spanish dubbing ban here, as 
reported in the U. S. 
Law prohibiting the use of d"bbed 
Spanish pictures was proposed in 
the governmental circles here some 














weeks back, but was quickly de- 
feated, leaving film matters un- 
ruffled. 





Gag to Australia 





Sydney, March 15. 
When William Gargan tells 
Joan Crawford in ‘Rain’ that he 
will take her to Sydney, Au- 
stralia, and quickly land a job 
the local audiences just yelled 

their heads off with laughter. 
Jobs over here just now are 
as scare as rocking-horse dust. 











FOX’S INTERNATIONAL 
PLAN TO SHIFT STARS 


Fox has practically completed a 


program of world production that 
calls for interchange of stars and 
names among Hollywood, Berlin and 
Paris. Possible that London will be- 
come another link in the chain later, 
but it isn’t now being figured. 

First practical use of the new 
move comes with Henry Garat, 
French star, who’s now completing 
his first Hollywood picture, ‘Ador- 
able.’ Immediately on completion, 
Garat sails for Europe, where he 
will make a picture for Erich Pom- 
mer and Fox in Paris. Lilian 
Harvey will be handled the same 
way, going back to Berlin after 
either one or two pictures in Holly- 
wood. Both will be back in Holly- 
wood later, merely moving back and 
forth between the continents for 
specific films. 

With that idea in mind, Fox abroad 
is signing up several other strong 
European film names. Willy Forst js 
understood to have a Pommer-Fox 
term paper, and it is insisted that 
Willy Fritsch also will make the 
switch from Ufa to Fox. Idea here 
is to reunite the Fritsch-Harvey 
team which has been Europe's big- 
gest b.o. draw for several years. 
Fritsch could not be brought to 
America because of his lack of 
lnowledge of the English language. 

Pommer leaves Ufa next week and 
has his European producing organi- 
zation for Fox all set, so that he 
will merely step over and start pro- 
duction immediately. 

If, as is suggested in foreign film 
circles, Marlene Dietrich and Joseph 
von Sternberg join Fox, it will be 
on the same arrangement. This 
move was practically set several 
months ago. 








German Censor Tough 


Berlin, March 24. 

Censorship is more active and 
rigorous than it has ever been. 
More than half a dozen of the new 
features got thumb-downed during 
the last week. 

With some of them (such as the 
new Bolvary feature co-starring 
Gustav Frohlich and Nora Gregor), 
appeal goes to superior court. 
Some, however (such as the sex 
picture ‘Exstase’), are definitely out. 
Definite veto has also been put on 
quite a number of old pictures, such 
as practically all the Russian ones, 
‘Potemkin,’ etc. 








Newsreel Intro 


Paris, March 24. 

M. Andre de Laboulaye, who 
succeeds M. Paul Claudel as am- 
bassador in Washington, made a 
trip to the Paramount studios at 
Joinville to congratulate Robert T. 
Kane, gen. mgr. ,and Fred Bacos, 
finance director, on the occasion of 
their having received the cross of 
the Legion of Honor. 

While at the studio M. de La- 
boulaye accepted Kane’s invitation 
to make a sound news picture which 
has been sent to the United States 
to introduce the new ambassador 
before his arrival there. 


CANADIANS ELECT 


Ottawa, April 3. 

The annual meeting of the Motion 
Picture Distributors Association of 
Canada resulted in the re-election 
of Lt.-Col. J. A. Cooper as president. 
He will serve again as sec- 
retary. 

Directors were elected as follows: 
Clair Hague, Universal; James 
Travers, Canadian Educational; J. 
P, O’Loghlin, Fox; Harry Paynter, 
Vitagraph and Warners; M. A. Mil- 
ligan, Paramount; H. M. Masters, 
United Artists; H. L. Nathanson, 
Regal; L. M. Devaney, Radio. G. 
O. Burnett was re-elected as trea- 
surer of the Canadian association. 





also 





Mrs. Gus Schaefer Dies 
3erlin, April 3. 
Mrs. Gus Schaefer died here sud- 





denly Friday night (31). 
Mr. Schaefer is head 
mount’s local offices 


of Para- 











Haik Lsdhiest Theatres Taken 


Over by GF FA. Under Gaumont 
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Mareno Metro Head 
In Dutch East Indies 


Hollywood, April 3. 


Morey Mareno, from Metro's home 
office, has been appointed to suc- 
ceed W. J. Flinger as head of the 
company’s office at Batavia, Dutch 
East Indies. 

Mareno spent some time at the 
Metro studio here prior to sailing 
from San Francisco, Friday (31), on 
the President Van Buren, 


PRODUCT LACK 
SHUTS PRAGUE 
DELUXER 


Prague, March 21. 

Sensation in Prague film circles 
when the Fenix, the largest picture 
theatre of the capital, closed its 
doors for the time being on the 
ground it is unable to secure suit- 
able films. Owner of the theatre is 
also chairman of the Prague thea- 
tre managers’ union. 

A meeting of the exhibitors this 
week will demand of the Czecho- 
slovak government the abolishment 
of the arbitrary quota system which 
greatly restricts the entry into 
Czechoslovakia of foreign films. 

In place of the present import re- 
strictions film interests urge that a 
minimum charge of 5% be imposed 
on every foreign film based on cost 
of from 8,000 to 10,000 crowns. An- 
other plan proposed by the firms 
handling American films is that a 
tax of 5% be imposed on 10,000 
crowns charge of a foreign film, but 
that this sum be deducted from the 
final financial returns after release. 

Unless one of the plans is adopt- 
ed, it is reported here that other 
film theatres following the example 
of the Fenix will close up. 


JOINVILLE OUSTS KANE 
ON SUMMARY VOTE 


Paris, March 25. 

A meeting of the directors of the 
Paramount French studios at Join- 
ville dropped Robert T. Kane from 
his dual position there of managing 
director of the company and gen- 
eral manager of the studio. Move 
was ordered by the Paramount re- 
ceivers in New York. For the stu- 
dio job he had a special contract, 
yet unexpired, which, he _ thinks, 
entitles him to sue the corporation. 

Reason for immediate dismissal 
is said to be a contract Kane, as 
managing director, made with his 
assistant, Fred Bacos, giving lat- 
ter exclusive rights to rent studio 
space on a percentage basis. 

That this is merely an excuse, 
however, is indicated through the 
general trade knowledge that the 
renting idea was first decided on in 
New York. 

Meeting of the board was pre- 
sided over by J. C. Graham, who 
came over from London. Ike Blu- 
menthal, who makes Paris his 
headquarters, has taken charge of 
the studio’s affairs temporarily. 

















Promotion for Marks 


Sydney, April 3. 

Cecil Marks has been named 
managing director for United Ar- 
tists in Australia. He succeeds 
Ralph Doyle, resigned, 

Marks joined U.A. in 1928 as 
manager of the Melbourne office 
and a couple of months later was 
made general manager for Aus- 
tralia, which post he has I #@'d siyce. 





Italian Film Scandal 


tome, April 3. 
Five directors of Luce Films have 
been arrested on charges of em- 
bezzling government funds. Luce is 
the official Italian picture company. 


Baron Allesandro Sardi, head of 
Luce for the past few years, was 
appointed to the post of represent- 
ing Italy at th: Chicago State Fair 
a few weeks back and resigned the 
Luce job. He's now in Chicago and, } 
it is intimated, will be questioned on | 
the Luce situation when he returns 














Paris, March 25, 

Jacques Haik, whose last effort 
was building the Theatre Rex, has 
gone into receivership with liabili- 
ties not yet known definitely, but 
sufficient to cause large losses te 
the local market. 

Production and distribution ends 
are causing especially heavy losses 
to De Rouvre, picture financier, as 
well as to practically every adver- 
tising medium, the latter having 
been taken for comparatively heavy 
credits. Tradesmen and _ supplies 
will be losing through the theatre 
end where Haik had put Francis 
Mangan in charge, with full power 
to order goods either in the thea- 
tre’s name or under his own. 

To avoid creating undue disturb- 
ances in the local market, a first 
step has been taken placing the 
Haik chain under G.F.F.A. manage- 
ment for three years. This means 
that Haik is losing the Rex, Olym- 


pia, and the Colisee. Gaumont’s 
personnel was placed in charge 
March 18, and it is uncertain 


whether Haik’s production firm will 
survive. 

Haik had bought RKO’'s product, 
including ‘Bird of Paradise’ and 
‘Bring Them Back Alive,’ but had 
not sufficiently exploited the latter. 
This Frank Buck production, played 
up properly, should have been good 
forarun. Haik had lately resorted 
to bringing foreign stars into the 
Rex at any cost; following Jack 
Hylton, he had Jeanette MacDonald, 
thanks to whom he owes the un- 
precedented turnover of $100,000 in 
two weeks. An angle of American 
interest is that, due to the G. F. F. 
A. change of policy since merging 
with the Haik chain of houses, the 
Mangan-William Morris combine is 
losing bookings of the big theatres; 
these are going instead to Erenthal’s 
Universum agency, which has a gen- 
eral stage contract with G. F. F. A. 


Would Market Native 
Hindu Films Abroad 


Caleutta, March 1, 

Signor Del Torre, an Italian film 
director from Naples who has also 
connections {n Paris, arrived ree 
cently in Bombay. 

He is on a visit to India with a 
view to exploring the possibilities 
of producing Indian talkies accept- 
able to international markets. 

India, he said, possesses natural 
scenery and other conditions suit- 
able for the production of films 
based on Indian life. 

He believes that there is a de- 
mand in Europe and America for 
Oriental films, provided such pro- 
ductions cre up to Western stand- 
ard. He deplores that the very poor 
direction of native films makes 
them quite unsuitable for Western 
exhibition, 








Canada Dees ? 


Ottawa, April 3. 

The 1932 amusement tax revenue 
in Ontario amounted to $1,096,000, 
according to information brought 
out in the legislature in connection 
with the estimates for the eurrent 
year, 

Tables of estimated revenue for 
1933 presented by the Treasury de- 
partment show, however, that the 
theatre patrons are expected to con- 
tribute only $900,000 in the ticket 
ta:: this year. Which means a re- 
duction of 10% for the government 
and, likewise, the expectation of 10% 
less in receipts for the theatres 
themselves from the political view- 
point, 





Pascal’s Enterprise 
Paris, March 25. 

Gabriel Pascal of G. P. Films, 
Berlin, is now arranging to remain 
more or less permanently in Paris, 
where he contemplates producing 
six French productions. Of these, 
at least five will have German ver- 
sions as well, 

The Paramount Joinville studios 
will be sed. It is rep rted that 
Pascal is dickering with Maurice 
Livingston to handle the French 
distribution. 





Dick Blumenthal on Own 
Paris, March 24. 


Dick Blumenthal, son of Ike Blue 
menthal, general European manager 
for Paramount, is no longer asso- 
ciate producer of Joinville, due to 
the general shutdown. 

Dick is now planning production 
on his own account, 
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Well, son, the Spring of 1933 
found things pretty bad for 
your old pop. . . 













Even double 
bills and a 
give-away- 
car-a-night 
wouldn't bring 
‘emin anymore 
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little boy just like you. . 
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And then— PARAMOUNT made a 


picture~starring Chevalier and a 









And doggone! Mons. Chevalier and Mons. Le Baby 
in “A Bedtime Story” herded gobs and gobs of fresh 
money into 10,000 box- offices .:. and 


we all lived happily ever after! 
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EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Actors for Bally 


Edgar Hart, of the Majestic, Co- 
lumbus, O., urges the use of actors 
to work in street ballyhoos where 
they are obtainable. Might be added 
that amateur actors are a second 
best bet where the troupers are not 
to be had, but Hart is an old-time 
actor himself and knows where to 
look for them. 

For ‘Follow the Leader,’ the re- 
vived film made from ‘Manhattan 
Mary,’ he got an old-timer, dressed 
him in a fire chief's helmet, red 
shirt, rough breeches and boots. 
On his chest he carried a pair of 
women’s pink stockings and a sign 
reading, ‘I know all about hose.’ 
The back sign sold him as ‘the goofy 
Fire Chief of the air’ in the picture. 
Man garried an old-fashioned speak- 
ing trumpet, wore black-rimmed 
eyeglasses and carried a small ac- 
cordion. Every few feet he would 
accompany himself on the latter 
singing ‘You made me what I am 
today, I hope _ you're § satisfied.’ 
That's as far as he got, with a re- 
peat in a few moments. Although 
the picture had played elsewhere in 
town prior to this date, Hart used 
the man to pyt over an announce- 
ment of a three-day prolongation. 
The b. o. statement looked like an 
old-time minstrel all corked up. 

Radio angle was handled in a 
lobby display in the shape of a map 
with the stations broadcasting the 
Texaco session, with flashers and 
buzzers. 


Haircuts for ‘Twist’ 

‘Oliver Twist’ is one of the few 
current pictures which can be sold 
100% to the kids, and managers 
who do not make a heavy play for 
the matinee trade are going to miss 
out. 

At the Albany premiere one bar- 
bershop offered free haircuts for 
boys, but limited the offer to one 
hour. A more liberal time assign- 
ment seems to be indicated, and 
the real value of the stunt is 
brought out only in the lobby, if 
the weather permits open air work. 
Where there is danger of the chil- 
dren catching cold, the stunt should 
be worked in a vacant store win- 
dow, if possible, with the credits 
split between the theatre and the 
barber. 

And it’s a good thing to remem- 
ber that other pictures have been 





put over with a special children's 
matinee after school dismissal. In 
some towns it might even be pos- 
sible to sell the school authorities 
on an early dismissal one day, to 
permit the children to attend. Cus- 
tomary to make a special price for 
the youngsters, but not absolutely 
essential, though it helns. 





Jigged "Em 

Exploitation works in radio as 
well as for theatres. Lester Ed- 
wards, p.a. for WRNY, New York, 
wanted to get a fan response for 
the Nardone Mountaineers. On the 
broadcast he offered a jigsaw puzzle 
that when fitted together made a 
cross word puzzle. It lasted*just 
one announcement, when the supply 
was exhausted. 

Edwards offered the idea to some 
ad agencies handling air accounts, 
but they couldn’t see it. It was ad- 
vertising an advertisement. But the 
time is coming when it is going to 
take exploitation to sell all but the 
big broadcasts, and Edwards seems 
to be one jump ahead of the times. 





Plugged ‘Goona’ 
Los Angeles. 

Hillstreet made a strong drive on 
‘Goona Goona’ with 150 24-sheets 
and 50 each sixes and threes. Put 
out 20,000 love powder envelopes, 
some of them in the dance halls and 
night clubs, where they promoted 
special nights. 
~ Radio announcers were added to 
a mailing list of picture editors, 
columnists and sports writers, with 
a love powder following a herald a 
colple of days later. 

One store staged a Goona Goona’ 
fashion show of bathing suits 
named after the picture, advertising 
in the newspapers, windows and 
throughout the store. 

Lobby punch was a string band, 
mostly guitars, playing Hawaiian 
music, which was amplified for the 
marquee horns. Richard L. Moss, 
manager, sat in with Kenneth Mc- 
Gaffey on the plans. 


A Sample 

Mayfair theatre, N. Y., playing 
‘State Trooper,’ had a swell bally 
in a bunch of State Police on 
motorcycles swarming up and down 
the streets in troopers’ uniform. 

Flashy clothes catch all eyes and 
then get the rest from a sign. 








Leo Keeps Busy 


Every little while some reference 
to Leo, the touring trademark of 
MGM, gets into the papers, but Leo 
himself achieves publicity six days 
a week. Every week W. R. Fergu- 
son, Metro exyvloitation head, gets a 
report and one of the most recent 
will give him some idea of what he's 
doing. Leo is playing the stores 


this trip, and March 12 he moved 


from Syracuse to the Fair furniture | 


store in Binghamton, N,. Y. 


Two shows a day were given, but 
the lion was on exhibition from 
9 a.m. to 5:3@ p.m. each day, with 
two shows each afternoon. The at- 
tendance figures for the week for 
inspection only were 200; 500; 500; 
1,200; 2,000, and 3,000, a total of 
7,400 persons. On the two perform- 
ances daily the figures were 350, 
800, 600, 2,500, 2,700 and 4,000. A 
total of 11,050 to be added to the 
inspection total. 


Leo visited the Lions’ luncheon 
and on Friday he was taken to a 
Boy Scouts meeting. On both oc- 
casions he was given honorary 
membership. The trainer spoke over 
the radio from a local station on 
Tuesday and on Wedsneday and 
Thursday he spoke at different high 
schools, which probably accounts for 
the rise in the attendance figures. 
Friday Leo had another birthday, 
with a cake that was sent to the 
local orphanage, and 1,000 child 
visitors were presented with candy 
bars. Saturday Leo beat it for 
Rochester. 

The store used 52 inches of ad- 
vertising and the papers gave 10 
readers. Looks as though Leo is 
still in the black. 





New One 


Edward Sellette, who has been 
jumping all over the E. M. Lowe 
New England circuit, landed in 
Chelsea, Mass., lately. He is us- 
ing a lot of the old standbys, with 
a couple of new ones. 

One is a throwaway in which 
spacing the ‘y’ some distance from 
the rest of the name with a very 
small ‘Wallace’ just above that let- 
ter gives the impression that ‘Beer 
will be served’ though the full line 
reads ‘Beery.’ Worked on ‘Flesh’ 
and probably helped the picture. 
There should be a full em of space 
between the first four letters and 
the fifth in order to get the effect. 

Another new one for Sellette is 
the offer of a toy auto to the child 
collecting the largest number of 
votes. Not specifically stated, but 
it sounds like a motor drive, since 
it weighs 102 pounds and is six 
feet long. Better than a pony as 
an appeal to the modern kid. 





In for It 





Friday advertisement for the 
Fox Brooklyn carried a panel 
stating the prices. Daily ‘News’ 


space added ‘We pay taxi.’ 
Original copy read ‘We pay 
tax!’ but the compositor 
turned the exclamation point 
into an ‘i,” and it made beau- 
coup trouble for Arthur 
Houseman, the p.a., who had 


to explain to the taxi riders 

















Worked the Bally 

One of the few spots visited by 
the ‘42nd St. Special,’ Dick Wright, | 
of the WB Strand, Akron, made it 
work for him like a coal heaver. It 
was due to stop in town only 20 
minutes, but long enough to serve 
as the peg for a lot of stunts. 

He met the train with the Ameri- 
can Legion band; the boys kicking 
in with the musie to get front row 
looks at the gals, and he had Postal 
messengers to carry ‘Welcome to 
Akron’ banners, with about 5,000 
of the citizenry banked up for a 
background. 

General Electric angle proved one 
one of the best, for the juice jug- 
glers put out 20,000 four-page tab- 
loids about the train through their 
door-to-door salesmen and backed 
this with a display of the electrical 
kitchen (and plenty about the train 
it was on) in the main show win- 
dow. A complete kitchen was also 
on display in the theatre lobby with 
a salesman to tell all about it. 

The music counters and disc 
shops backed up the songs which 
were plugged from the marquee, and 
the same loudspeaker, incidentally, 
was used to broadcast the inaugural 
address of President Roosevelt. A 
tie-in to the classified department 
of the ‘Times-Press’ gave about 100 
inches of free space and all records 
were broken back to 1930 and ‘All 
Quiet.’ 








Try to Line Up Brisbane 
Los Angeles. 

Arthur Brisbane is being brought 
into the plans of Ralph Pollock for 
exploiting the run of ‘Air Hostess’ 
(Col.) at the Wm. Fox Los Angeles 
week of April 1. 

Replica of the Glendale airport 
will be made in cake-ice cream and 
dispatched to the Hearst editor by 
plane, to be on his table in New 
York simultaneously with the pic’s 
opening here. 

Hope is that the stunt will bring 
some national publicity for the fea- 
ture. 





Cracked the Nut 


St. Paul. 


A preview of Connie Bennett's 


Our Betters,’ rex ently described in 
‘Variety’ as being ‘too utterly utter,’ 
was the tipoff to Cliff Rust, RKO 


manager, to do something—and 
plenty—in order to make the house 
nut. 
He started with an idea fora style 
show in the foyer, co-operating with 
‘ 


Newman's, a local ladies’ ready-to- 


wear shop. Newman's kicked in 
| with six models and all the trap- 
pings, when Art Steagall, Cliff's 
man Friday, conceived a hookup 
with a five-piece band from the 
Pirate tea rooms, also gratis, to 
|} play muted music in the foyer dur- 
ing the style show and while the 
pic was running inside. 

Pirate management decided that 
if tea could be served on the mezza- 


nine they'd be tickled to donate the 
services of Mme. Martin, their ace 
tea-leaf reader, which was accepted 
pronto. Steagall promoted 10 
pounds of free tea from the Japan 
Tea Co. 

At the last minute the Pirate 
crowd offered Mme. de Lore, their 
‘visage reader,’ to augment the 
show, which was by now rapidly de- 
veloping into the scope of a three- 
ring circus. Rust figured why not 
go the limit, so he agreed to give 
Don Wonder and his three gals the 
chance to try out their new act, 
thereby supplying comedy to the 
foyer show. 

Foyer shows were put 6n twice 
daily on Friday (24), Saturday (25) 
and Sunday (26), at no advance in 
prices, since the added attractions 
didn’t stand RKO one thin dime. 
Bulk of the patrons seemed grateful 
for the cup of free tea as a stimu- 
lant after sitting through Connie's 
study in snobbery. 





One for Matrons 


United Artists is laying out a con- 
test for 20 key cities on ‘Secrets,’ 
and this time gives a thought to 
the married women instead of aim- 
ing at the girls, as most contests do. 

Contests will be worked in con- 
junction with newspapers in the 
various spots, and in each instance 
the prize is a trip for the winner 
and her hubby to the Chicago fair, 
with three days at the hotel in- 
cluded. Trips will be made some 
time in July, with all announced as 
the guests of Mary Pickford. 
Awards will be made on the best 
letters on ‘The Secrets of Marital 
Happiness,’ and will be started six 
days in advance of the picture's 
local showing. 

Figured by Mark Larkin, 
Pickford’s personal p. a. 


Miss 


























DON’T WORK WITH 
SHACKLED HANDS 


own and operate 


your theatre with a free hand 


... Break loose and 
go places with RCA 
Victor Photophone 


What's your choice? Will you try to pack them 
.In with sound as out of date as a nickel thriller— 
and fail? And from time to time lay out good 
American money on an old horse—trick it out 
with gadgets and call it modern? 

Or—will you join the big parade to RCA Vic- 
tor Photophone High Fidelity > 


strings. 


chin ? 


Will you take 


the cue from exhibitors from Broadway to Main 
Street and equip your house with the finest, the 
most accurate sound reproduction ever achieved ? 
Use the new RCA Victor idea—own your own 
equipment outright—add to your capital assets 


and your inventory—increase your borrowing 


power. 


With the RCA Victor outright sale policy your 


money does a job that sticks. 








PHOTOPHONE DIVISION 


CAMDEN, N. J. 


Where can you match the RCA Victor Photo- 
phone set-up? Brand new equipment 
performance in the world. Outright sale, no 
And easy to buy, with initial payment, 
terms and trade-in taken care of as you like. 
Will you mark time, and take it . . . on the 
Or will you break loose and march for- 


RCA Victor Company, Inc. 


(A Radio Corporation of America Subsidiary ) 


. . best 











The 


venient coupon. 
thing to gain. 


ward with RCA Victor Photophone and take 
it. . . in the pocket? Get full details from 
RCA Victor Photophone today by mailing con- 


re’s nothing to lose—every- 




















RCA VICTOR COMPANY, INC 
a Photophone Division, 

Camden, N. J., U. S. A 

Pleased send us the complete story of RCA Vic- 
tor Photophone High Fidelity Sound Eequipn ent 
oi eer rere Tr err 
Attention Of..ccccccccccesscsesece eeccce seceeesese 
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( EDITOR HEARST NEW 'SPAPERS > rs 


FOR TELLING 
14,000,000 
READERS IN 
HUNDREDS OF 
NEWSPAPERS 
WHAT WE HAVE 
BEEN TRYING 
TO GET ACROSS 
TO THOUSANDS 
OF EXHIBITORS! 


THANK YOU 
MR. NICHOLAS 
SCHENCK 


( Pres. Loew’s, Inc., and M. G. M.) 
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WG Soa BB Bk Cae. 
WORTHY PIC- 
TURE EVEN 
THOUGH ITISA 
COMPETITOR’S 
| Sap an Os Dl Ole Ons Oe: 


Dramatically Described by 


LOWELL THOMAS 


B/MUSSOLINI SPEAKS!" 


A COLUMBIA Special PRODUCTION | 
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eeudion: Patne ceuties cat, Allied 


Cowboy Counsellor, The. Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. 
ord. 65 mins... Rel. Nov. 25. Rey. Feb. 7 


Eleventh Commandment, The. From the play by Brandon Fleming. 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale, Dir, Geo. Belford. 64 mins. 
Feb, 20. 

Intruder, The. 

iron Master, The. 
Lee, J. Farrell MacDonaid. Virginia Sale. 
min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb 

Man's Land, A. Hoot Gibson western in which he runs the gang to earth. 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. George Mel- 
Marian 
fel, 
Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. 


Success and romance in a steel mill. Reginald Denny, Lila 
Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 66 


Monte Blue, Lila Lee. 


Marian Schilling. Dir. Phil Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes rackxeteers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford. 63 mins. 
Rel, Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 


isian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 
Parigiee Roland. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 


Oct. 18. 


Chesterfield  °%°°*' OM VON’. 


Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 
Rel. Oct. 25. 


June Clyde. Wm. 
65 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. 
Conway Tearle, 
mins. Rel. 


in the barbershop. 


Cupid | 
64 mins. 


Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 
Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 

King Murder. Original. Based on a celebrated_N. Y. case. ) 
ad Natalie Moorehead, Don Alvadaro. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 69 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Is Like That. Comedy. 
Revier. Dir. Rich, Thorpe. 


Beauty Parlor. 
John Harron. 


Collier, 


Rochelle Hudson; John Warburton, Dorothy 


65 mins. Rel, Mar. 15. 
Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron,. Marie Pre- 


Love 


htly Married. Comedy drama, ] 

es Tot Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Btrange People. Mystery melodrama. John Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale 

Hamilton. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan, 15 
Women Won't Tell. Romantic drama, Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. .Rel. Dec. 1. 

$ M4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Btudio: Gower at Sunset, Columbia ,Seveathy Aven 


Hollywood, Cal. 


ir Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
a fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 


James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 
itt Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
as aman in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils _Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev, Jan. 17, 


a ay by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
Shite of Mestates. Stee Er at Dir. Eddie Buazzell. 73 mins. 


a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. 

Rel. Feb. 4. Rev, Feb. 14. 

tion. Story of the wrestling game and_ its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Deceptie Poe Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 


Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. 


rt 
Rey. Jan. 17. 


End of the Trail, The. 
redeems himself. 


A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 


58 mins. Rel, Dec. 9. ‘ssiite ‘tai 
Against Woman. Man's strength against woman's wiles. ack olt, 
oon Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Rey. Dec. 20. : 
Man of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 


Rel. Jan. 20 
Original story of motorboat racing. 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman, 69 mins. Rel. 
Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev. Mar. 14 
More Orchids. A miHionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
ote spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. : Leo Carillo, 
sd Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins, Rel. Jan, 20. tev, Mar. 14. 
Florence 


57 mins. 


Mark It Paid. 
March, 


Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
Nov. 12. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Interpolations by 


Britton. 


Bilent Men. Tim McCoy western original. 
Lederman, Rel. Mar. 3 oe 
This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
” tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel, Feb. 24. 
» , i is 
Trooper. Original. Story of a war between two gas companies. Reg 
State Rc Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 


Mar, 28. 
Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 
Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 


68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. 


Football story off the usual lines. ‘ 
Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. 


Lederman. 


That’s My Boy. 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. 


Nov. 22. 
f Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
wate Dir. AW. Tianison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
reason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 


Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins. Rel. Feb, 10. 


Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 


Ity ‘Street. = : 
von pa Chandler, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 7 a 
. A street walker who goes ‘straight. Carole Lombard, Pat rien. 
wa? Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel, Oct. 25. Rev. Nov.°1. 


Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 


Washington Merry-Go-Round. 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze, 

Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. 
Rel, Sept. 16. Rev. Feb. 21. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 27. 


Jones, Barbara 
Oct. 7. Rev. 


° — ffi : 1600 Broadway, 
First Division °° Woy York, N_Y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 
91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rey. Dec. 27. 


Gondemned to Death. Based on the story Jack o’'Lantern. Arthur Wontner, 
James Welsh. Dir. Walter Forde. 78 mins. Rel. Oct, 10. Rev. Nov. 22. 


@oona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. Dir. Andree Roosevelt, 
Armand Penis. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Sept. 20 


Becrets:of Wu Sin. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lois Wilson, Grant 


Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan, 15. 
Rev. Feb. 28. 

Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. Evalyn 
<napp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 69 mins. 


Rev. Jan. 3 


All multi-color western of a mysterious stranger. Wal- 
Dir. Alvin J. Nietz. 59 mins. 


Rel. Dee. 10. 

Fex Takes a Holiday. € 
lace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. 
Rev. Dec. 13. 


Thrill of Youth, The. A girl with two suitors cannot make up her mind. 


June Clyde, Allen Vincent, Matty Kemp. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 
ios: : 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St. 
See First National °“ New York, N. Y. 


Blondle Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 


Morris. Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins, Rel, Feb. 25. 

Gabin in the Cctton. A social study of the poor whites. Rich, Barthelmess, 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 79 mins. Kel. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess and 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A, Wellman. Rel. April 15. 

Sentral Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 58 mins. | 
tel. Dec. 10. 


Chatterton, Geo. 
tev. Sept. 13. 
Warren William, 
74 mins. Rel. Feb. 11. 


Grash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth 
Brent Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. 
Employee's Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir, Roy Del Ruth. 
Rev. Jan. 24, 
Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. t 
‘ook. Jas. Murray. Dir. Wm. A. Weilman. 73 mins. 
Jan. 10. 
Grand Siam. 
Young. Frank McHugh, Glenda 
Rei. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donal 
Rel. Jan. 14. Rev. 


Loretta 
mins 


Paul Lukas, 


A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. i 
F iam Dieterle. 67 


Farrell. Dir. Wil 
Mar h 13. 


CALENDAR OF CUR 


+ somalia 


Dir. D. Ross 


| These tabulations 


| from 


are compile 


various production com,anies and 


checked up as soon as possible after 
release. 
lease dates are definitely set. 
are retained fo: six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running times given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actua! relcase length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct. 
even thougr official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


COAST ALMOST 1007, 








Los Angeles, April 3. 

Returning from a trip through the 
Imperial valley in the interest of 
eliminating double features, Gus 
Metzger, president of the Independ- 
ent Theatres of Southern California, 
reported to his organization last 
week that he had received 100% 
co-operation from the theatres con- 
tacted. . 

With the exception of one or two 
operators in the Los Angeles terri- 
tory proper, the move is solid for a 
return to single feature programs. 

Indie board meets again this week 
to take up the question of new zon- 
ing and the problems that will con- 
front some of the exhibs, that of 
using westerns already under con- 
tract, along with a major feature. 


MG Catching Up 


Behind on releases most of the 
current season so far, Metro is be- 
ginning to catch up with itself and 
has a total of 10 pictures scheduled 
for national outgo during’ the 
months of April and May. 

In addition to ‘Gabriel,’ which 
became available this week, pic- 
tures and release dates are ‘Ser- 
vice,’ April 7; ‘The White Sister,’ 
April 14; ‘Today We Live, April 
21; ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ April 28; 
‘Hell Below,’ May 5; ‘Made on 
Broadway,’ May 9; ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart’, ‘The Barbarian’ and ‘Fra 
Diavalo,’ all May 26. 

While no release is set for the 
week between May 9 and May 26, 
one of the three for the latter date 
will probably be moved up. 


Publix-U.A. Breach in 
Minn. Over Rentals % 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

Bitter fight between Publix in- 
volving the entire territory and 
United Artists is prompting UA to 
play its pictures in every spot in 
opposition to the circuit’s theatres. 
It’s the first open break between 
Publix and a major distrib. 

Max Stahl, local UA exchange 
manager, was instructed to go 
ahead and sell in every spot where 
Publix is operating. 

UA’s insistence upon a 35% share 
of the gross for ‘Kid from Spain’ 
and 75-25 percentage on others cre- 
ated the breach. 


House Front Price War 


With numerous independents in 
the field, a bidding war is on among 
the builders of house fronts and 
lobby displays. A combination of 
|a couple of the veteran builders who 

















lhave controlled the major theatre 
j}accounts on Broadway fell through 
jand has had the effect of opening 
the field wide, with competitors un- 
|derbidding sharply. 
ifor one of the major Broadway 
houses are being supplied for from 
$150 up, it is claimed. 

While not long ago, the Broadway 
theatres were trying to outdo each 
other on fronts, the tendency lately 

| has been to cut this item of 
| penditure as low as possible 


PICTURES 


House fronts | 


| 
information supplied by the 


Listing is given when re- | 
Titles | 


AGAINST DUAL BILLS, 
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RENT RELEASES 


d/| Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 

Young, Eric Linden Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rei. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug 30 

Match King. Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier Warren William, 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm. Keighley. 79 mins. Rel 
Dec. 31. Rev. Dee. 13 

Mind Reader, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 
Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 

Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col Edw. G. Robinson. Dir. Alfred E. 
Green. 84 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rev. Dee. 27. 

They Call It Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y. show life. Loretta Young, 
Geo. Brent. David Manners Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 70 mina. 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25 

Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 63 


mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 


Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 


Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 


Rev. Jan. 17. 
You Said a Mouthful. Joe Brown swims to Cataiina. Joe E, Brown, Ginger 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time. 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22 
Studio: Fox Hills, F Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Ox New York, NY. 
Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm. 
Dieterle. Rel. April 28. 
| After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
Mar. 21. 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama 
Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. Dir. 


Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar, 7 


Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer's story of a half breed girl. 
Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 


Call Clara Bow, 


Time, 82 


mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 
Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir, Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 


Rev. Jan. 10, 
Warner Baxter, Miriam 


length 110 mins. No release date set, 
Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. 


Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 
Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 


Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 15. 





Rev. Feb. 21. 
Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, E! Brendel. Dir. 
David Butler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec, 27. 


Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLaglen, 
74 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. 


Hot Pepper. 
Dir. John Blystone. 


Lupe Velez. 


Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Fran- 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3 


From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
Dir. Marcel] Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10, 


Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 


Infernal Machine. 
bin, Chester Morris. 


Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. 


Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec, 4. 

Pleasure Cruise. Piay by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24, 

Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8. 


Robbers’ Roost. Nustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 
George O’Brien. Dir, Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Mar. 21, 


Sallor’s Luck. Original. tomance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Hilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office into his heart. 
Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan, 17. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a pow pangetes twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. a - Howard. Tima, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat Is revived to avenge his murder. 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 


Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 
‘ O'Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 
State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph at the state 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir. 

















exX- 
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Rel. Feb. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Talk version of an old silent. 
Santell. Time, 75 mins, Rel. 


Henry King. 98 mins, 

Tess of the Storm Country. 
Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. 
Nov. 22. 

Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will Rogers, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. Rel. April 21. (Lasky production.) 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal. 
Loretta Yung, Gene Raymond, O, P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 


Janet Gaynor, 
Nov. 20. Rev, 


Rel. Mar. 31. (Lasky production.) 
hd Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates thew Vote te, 
Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents. 


Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar. 15. 


Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire loses his job, an inheritance and 
almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess, Dir. Fred 
Newmayer. 
Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back 
Wm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O’Malley. Dir. Burton 
Time. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. 5 


Rev. Nov. 15. 
Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. Tom Tyler. 


McCarthy. 49 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, 
Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. 
Dec. 27. 

Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with lova 
rg ad ane Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen. 

el. Feb. 23. 


Penal Code. Story of a boy’s regeneration surmounting complications. Regia 


again. 
King. 
Dir. J. P. 


Grant 
Rev. 


Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. i 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar. 7 — a, 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty. Rochelle 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph Milar. Dir. Harry 
Fraser. Rel. Dec. 5. 


When a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the. West and some daring stage 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler, Adele Lacey, Duke Lee. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Majestic 


Crusader, The. Drama of a crusading district attorney. 
Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Bev. Oct. 11. 


Curtain at Eight. Rel. April 1. 
Free Love. Rel. May 1. 

Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. 
Law and Lawless. Western drama. 


Offices: 1619 Broadway, 
New York City 


Evelyn Bren., H. H, 
Dir. 


Rel. Mar, 1, 
Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 


utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 1. Kev. Feb. 28 


Public Be Damned, The .Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
j*’at O'Brien. Dir, Christy Cabanne. tel. Mar. 1 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Dramatic life of a torch-singer. From the play by Wilson 
Collison, Leila Hyams, Paul Lucas. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar. 15 

Trouble Buster. Western. Rel. April 1, 

Unwiitten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 
per. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Dec. 29, 

Vampire Bat, The. A thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 


George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Jan. 21, 
Rev. Jan. 24, 

Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir, Lew Collin, 
Rel. Feb. 8. 


Rel. April 1. 
(Continued on page 23) 
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METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


this industry has 
ever heard! 


Electrifying news for every man and woman in this 
entire industry! A new note of joy in the movie 
sky! Pictures are the life-blood of this business and 
Leo comes through, just as he always does with 


HITS! HITS! HITS! in smashing succession. Join 
the merry M-G-M springtime chorus! 


“GABRIEL OVER THE WHITE HOUSE” 


Simultaneous nationwide openings tremendous. Never such critical enthusiasm. Never such word-of- 
mouth praise. Never such cheers inside a theatre. 


BARRYMORES in “RASPUTIN” 


“Rasputin and the Empress” at popular prices is a clean-up! Another big M-G-M road-show that becomes 
a popular price sensation. 


GABLE-HAYES in “WHITE SISTER” 


First a in Boston and Chicago tops“Strange Interlude’s” grand grosses. Advertise it in your 
town “playing simultaneously with its $2 Broadway S. R. O. engagement at the Astor, N. Y.”’ 


Joan CRAWFORD. «a: COOP ER in “TODAY WE LIVE” 


You'll see these TWO GREAT STAR names in headlines from Coast-to-Coast! 
You'll see “Today We Live” leading the industry’s box-office reports! Watch! 


LIONEL BARRY MORE in‘LooKING FORWARD’ 


on previewed in New York! Confirms every rave notice from Hollywood papers. The most powerful, 


eart-interest picture of years. The title is fram President Roosevelt’s own book and the film carries a 
signed foreword from the book. Lionel Barrymore is magnificent. Clarence Brown’s direction is superb! 


And here’s the way the M-G-M line-up 


follows in the Spring Parade of Hits! 


JOHN BARRYMORE in “Reunion in Vienna” with DIANA WYNYARD: 
“HELL BELOW” 

RAMON NOVARRO in “The Barbarian” 

MARION DAVIES in “Peg O’ My Heart” 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 21) 
Stucios: 4376 Sunset Drive, 





° Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Holly wood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. Y. 


Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason. 
67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Mar. 28. 


Heart Punch. Mur ler story with a prize ring angle. Lioyd Hughes, Marion 


Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 
Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter's crime. Irene Rich, 
conwe, saarve. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

v. Nov. ‘ 


Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 


peswey Burg ss. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 59 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
e ° 
ieee 4 Warning, The. Original Wm. Boyd, Claudia Dell. Dir. Spencer 
Bennett. 57 mins. Rel, Nov. 15. Rev. Mar. 14. 
Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadwa 
Calif. Metro New York, ND" 


Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide. 


Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill. 78 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24, 

Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois aeen. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins’ Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speea boat race. William 

Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 

82 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Wallace Beery as a wrestler. Karen Morley, 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 
Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. 

Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. 
Rev. Nov. 22. : 

Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. 

Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. 


Gabriel Over the White House. From an anonymous novel. 
a dictator. Walter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. 
ory La Cava. Rel. Mar. 31. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. 
Rel. May 5. 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm. 
Cowen. Time. 86 mins. Rel. Oct, 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter ‘seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Dec. 6 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. 
1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14, 


Outeider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. 
Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins, Rel. Jan. 27, 

Payment Deferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughton ‘tn his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Lotl 9c Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 1 

Prosperity. P st depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. San Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 
Ethel ant Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 
133 mins. Rel. March 24, Rev. Dec. 27. 

Red Dust. Jecn Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. Ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins, Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood's stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Otto Kruger. Dir. Sid- 
ney Franklin. Rel. April 28. 


Secret of Madame Blanche, The. 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes. 
Rev. Feb, 7. 

Service. The story of a great London department store. Based on the Eng- 
lish stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. Clarence Brown. 
Rel. April 7 

Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes, 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Brown. 
Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Cvenge Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 

Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan 

Crawford, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. 


What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 
Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. 64 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

‘White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14. 
Whistling in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 

a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan a murder 

Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 


Barbarian, The. 
Clear All Wires. 


Flesh. Riccardo Costes, Jean 


Rev. Dec. 1 


Tallulah Bankhead, 
Rel. Oct. 15 


Robert Armstrong, Mae 
Mar. 10. Rev. Mar. 21. 


The U. S. under 
Dir. Greg- 


Robert Montgomery, 
Dir, Jack Conway. 


Sorcery in central Africa. 


The war problem in 
Dir, Edgar Sel- 


Harold 


Based on Martin Brown's play ‘The Lady.’ 
Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 


Ramon 
81 mins. 


Helen 


himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N.Y. 
Avenging Seas. British government agent’s love affair in Bombay. Benita 
ae, Geo. Barraud, Anne Grey. Dir. Millard Webb. 57 mins. Rel. 
ov. 20. 
Diamond Trail. Western. Rel. Dec. 30. 


Dir. 


Rex Bell Dir. Harry Fraser. 
Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. March 14. 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Gulity or Not Gulity. 

tty Compson, 
Rel. Dec. 1. 

Hidden Valley. A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob 
Steele, Gertrude Messenger. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 57 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Man from Arizona, The. Cowboy saves his pal from double harm, 
Neoma Judge. Dir. Harry Frazer. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Seif Defense. From Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 
woman who runs a gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 
sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. 
Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 

Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a Millionaire. Regis 
Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth. 60 
mins, Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N. Y. 


Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 
Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 1¢ 

Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. | 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 


J. PB. 


Bootlegger’s moll frees from prison an innocent girl. 
Claudia Dell, Tom Douglas. Dir. Al Ray. 65 mins. 


Rex Bell, 


Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. 
Rev. Jan. 24. 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 


Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman | 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale 
Dir. Paul Sleane. Rel. Mar 24 

Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 
Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. tel. 


Nov. 15. 
Hemmingway’s nove! of war on the Itali: 


Nov. 11. Rev. 


Farewell tc Arms. in front Helen 


Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 13. 

From Heil to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack | 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21. 

He Learnec About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin Allison Skip- | 
worth. Dir. Lioyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Kel. Nov. 4. 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- | 


dolf Scott, Sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 138. 
Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 


stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins 


Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own. 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. George M. Cohan, 
Jimmy Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 7 


Clark Gable, 
Dece mber 


mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 


Oct. 4. 
Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 238. 


Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 


She Done Him Wrong. 
Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. 


Noah Beery, Owen Moore. Dir. 
Feb. 


Sign of the Cross, The. 
Roman persecution of the Christians. 
Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 
lar release Feb. 10. Rey. Dec. 6. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar, 21. 

Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s ‘The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudette 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. 
Jan, 13. Rev. Jan. 24, 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21, Rev. Nov. 15. 

Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir, Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 


play of 
March, 
Regu- 


Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett's 
Claudette Colbert, Fredric 
118 mins. 


Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey’s story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohter. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
an. 17, 


Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 


Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel, Feb. 17. 
Rev. Mar. 14. 

Offices: 11 West 42d St., 


Principal New York, N.Y. 


British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 


Blame the Woman. 
Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


as a pair of crooks. 


Devil’s Playground, The. George Vanderbilt’s expeditionary film. 54 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 1. ev. Jan. 3. 
Jungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 


Rel. Feb. 15. 


Voodoo. Travel. 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 


With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. 


Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 
4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15. 


Underwater exploration. 60 mins. Rel 


Jan. 1. Rev. Nov. 29. 
Studlos: Hollywood ° Office: R.K.O. Bidg. 
’ Calif. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


The man who could not distinguish between his wife 


Animal Kingdom, The. 
Dir. Edw. H. 


and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, inne Loy. 


Griffith. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 
Cheyenne ha The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 55 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 


Story of a daring English avia- 


Christopher Strong. From Frankau play. 
Dir. Dorothy Arz- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. 
ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 14. 
Conquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. Dir. Wm. Wellman, Time, 
84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 
Lili Damita, Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 27, 

Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. Dix as a motorman who turns 
palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter 


Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Half-Naked bg The. From Harry Reichenbach’s memoirs of a press 
agent. e Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 


75 mins. Tee ol. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3. 
King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in the wilds and creates 
havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C, Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. 
Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green, Ed. Keennedy. 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men. Bill Boyd, Wm. 
Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 63 mins, Rel. Feb. 
3. Rev. Feb. 21. . 
Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior Durkin, 
ie aeece Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins, 
e ar. 24 


Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 
Rev. Mar, 14. 
Men of America. Dir. Ralph Ince. 


Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale. 
Time, 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Feb. 28. 


Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a hoodooed charm. C. 
Aubrey Smith, 1 Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 56 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 

Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks. Dir. E. Schoedsack. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 

No Other Woman, Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 
the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 58 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Our Betters. From Maugham’s play. English high society. Constance Ben- 
port, Daas Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev 
"eb. 28. 


Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 

Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Penguin Pool Murder, The. Stuart Palmer’s novel; murder mystery. 

Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. Dir. 

Archainbaud. 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Mae 
Geo. 


Heritage of the Desert. Zane Grey story. Western theme. Randolph Scott, 
Sally Blane, J. Farrell Macdonald. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 58 mins 
Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. March 14. 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 8. 

if | Had a Milllon. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie and man} 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- 
rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arien, Leila | 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. 

| King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- | 
berstone-Marcin. Jan. special release. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdal Dir. by Lothar 


Hollywood 


(Continued from pag: 6) 
independent producers. Directors 
ire 3S De Bertram <Allenberg 

} and Louis |} S 
Continue in Radio Shorts 
Edgar Kennedy, Harry Sweet and 
Harry Gribbon, and Clark and Me- 
Cullough have been given contracts 
i by tadio to continue their short 
|} subjects on next year’s program, 
Sam White will direct Clark and 
| MeCullough group. 
| _ -_—— 
Howard Hughes, through the 
} Caddo Co., has filed suit in Superior 
|court against Lewis Milestone for 
| $10,000. Money is alleged due on 
i two loans of $5,000 each made the 
| director in 1931. 
| Diana Wynyard leaves here to 
| sail from New York on the Empress 
| of Britain. Actress is getting a be- 
|} lated vacation to Eneiand, after be- 


ing kept here wy Metro for ‘Re- 
}union in Vienna.’ 


Trims Accredited List 
Latest Hays office list of accred- 
ited press correspondents contains 
165 as against 168 names for the 
| previous three months’ period. 
Illness of Katharine Hepburn in 
New York has brought a postpone- 
ment of ‘Morning Glory’ at Radio, 
Howard Green, working on the 
adaptation, was taken off tempo- 
rarily to do an original for Ann 
Harding. 





Radio will make ‘I Escape,’ origi- 
nal by James Creelman, based on 
the recent financial trouble. 


‘Life of Vergie Winters’ was aban- 
doned by Radio as being too frothy 
for Ann Harding. Gladys Lehman, 
adapting the script, now goes to 
Universal, 

Bank of America won a judgment 
of $28,726 by default against Ray- 
mond and Frances Hatton in a suit 
to collect on a promissory note. 

Reports to the contrary, a check- 
up reveals that all employees of Co- 
lumbia, including execs, have taken 
the cut as prescribed by the Acad- 
emy agreement. Cut went into ef- 
fect March 6. 


Clive in ‘Buccaneer’ 

Up for a part in Fox’s ‘Paddy the 
Next Best Thing,’ Colin Clive will 
first go into ‘Buccaneer’ for the 
same company. 








Four for Wanger 

Four Metro pictures to be handled 
by Walter Wanger are ‘Red Headed 
Woman of Paris,’ starring Jean 
Harlow; ‘Another Language,’ star- 
ring Helen Hayes; ‘Christine’ for 
Greta Garbo, and a casting office 
yarn for Marion Davies. 





Max Fisher, former orchestra dl- 
rector with Joe Cornbleth, recently 
of the Lyons & Lyons office, joined 
Max Shagrin agency. Monte Care 
ter also in the office. 


Ainsworth’s Task 

On probation from Folsom, after 
completing nine years of a 15-year 
forgery rap, Phil Ainsworth, one- 
time actor and divorced husband of 
the late Barbara LaMarr, must find 
employment within two weeks or 
return to the prison to complete 
his sentence. 





Harry Green's picture returner is 


the same part in Par'’s ‘Great 
Magoo’ that he created on the 
stage. Jack Oakie also in the cast. 


Janet Gaynor optioned for an- 
other year by Fox. 


Several Firsts 
Sol Wurtzel’s first of 20 pictures 
for Fox started (3) at the Western 
avenue studio. It’s John Stone's 
first domestic associate job on the 
lot and Paul Roulien’s initial do- 
mestic pic. 





Metro has purchased ‘The Belle 
Perkins.’ by Howard Emmett Ro- 
gers and Edgar Allan Woolf, for the 
next Jackie Cooper picture. 





Dusting Off ‘Daughter’ 
Paramount is dusting off ‘The 
Lost Daughter,’ German play, which 
it has owned for two years, as a@ 
Fredric March-Claudette Colbert 
picture. 


Columbia will produce eight Tim 








| Secrets of the French Police. 


Strange Justice. 


Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. 
Saenerene Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 
tev. Oct. 18. 


Renegades of the West. 


7, Ricardo Cortez, 
mins. Rel. Oct. 14 


' 
Cowboy avenges his father’s death and cleans up the | 
' 


rustlers. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Rosc oe Ates, Rockcliffe Fellowes. 
Dir. Casey Robinson. 55 mins. lel, Nov. 25. 

| Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec, 

Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet’s in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os- | 

borne, George E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. | 
Feb. 28. 

| Scarlet River, Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy 
Wilson, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Otto Brown. 54 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. 

| 


Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, 


Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 2 
Rev. Dec, 13. 
Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan | 


Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time. 65 mins, tel. Nov. 11. 


Oddities of the criminal code. Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, | 
teginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 7 


(Continued on page 27) | 


Rev. Dec. 20. 


1 $15 10 for her 


McCoy westerns for next year’s pro- 

gram, having taken over the cone 

| tract from Meteor Productions. 
Zeidman’s Italian Film 

Amelio Colantoni and EF. A. Pate 
terson |! ve May 25 for Italy to pree 
| pare for the p tion of their story, 
The March of Two Worlds,’ whic h 
Benn Zeidman will make, Others 
of the unit follow July 1. 

Columbia is after Nancy Carroll 
for 2 three-picture contract. Dritish 
Gaumont wants actress for one. 

$15,000. for ‘Heaven’ 

Radio has just paid Vina Delmas 


‘Road to Heaven,’ 
vhich will feature Dorothy Jordazt 
and Joel McCrea 
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TO BRING B/ 
TO THE 


FOX blanket: 


these smash, 1 
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Here’ to LOUHAG EY 


Courage that made this Picture! 










Again FOX shatters precedent. 
Courage it is sure to give you! 
Timed to coincide with local show 


of rinyjing s 
the ruidshe 








ne or; await |at po 
DIANA WYNYARD | 
CLIVE pono m 
as any yture 
Biggest hit in 20 years! Tender, moving, romantic, custodiers . 


thrilling: HERE’S TO “CAVALCADE"! 


It takes daring in times like these to produce a pictare so big, 
so spectacular as “CAVALCADE”, But recent events prove 
that ACTION gets results. So Fox Films goes into action with 
“Cavalcade”! More than the romantic story of a great love— 
a picture of great courage. Before the eyes of a gallant woman 
the whole world crumbled—but her love stood steadfast 
and serene through all the chaos of a world gone mad! 






their courage 

















mrild gone mad! 


And courage it will give you! You'll be entertained grandly, of 
course. But more than that, you'll leeve the theatre with your 
head high, your spine tingling. Feeling that ALL’S RIGHT 
WITH A WORLD THAT CAN PRODUCE AND ADVER- 
TISE A PICTURE SUCH AS “CAVALCADE”! 


Hailed by critics from coast to coast! 
“The finest photoplay that has “Greater even than “Birth of a 


yet been made."—New York Here —Nation’."—Les Angéles Examiner 
ald Tribune. (Lewella Parsons). 





Thrill to the bene their hated 
Romance that grew deeper with tempta- o U T s TA N D i N G 
tio... ith suffering . .. th 

qutbunlaqueelionasitnaeaae ACHIEVEMENT! 







BEGINNING TOMORROW—POPULAR PRICES 






FOX icnieve 


Now et populer prices—see for yourself why 
thousands the country over hail “Cavalcade” as 
the greatest picture ever made! 


Each PYoh 4 col 5. » 4 14% in. Y, , ¢ . Gasp at its dramatic, eye-filling spectacle! Thrill 


as you are carried on the wings of romance—in 
“Cavalcade’s” three romances. 




















_ One tender, loyal, enduring. Another destined 
| for but a few swift moments of glorious ecstasy. 
The third . , . born amidst the maddest years 
his world has ever known. 


You will gain new faith in love... win new | 
You must see it, say the critics! courage... and cherish memories that will linger 
“Tht finest photopla} that “Greater even than ‘Birth of in your heart forever. 

has yet been made.” — New a Nation’.”—Los Angeles Ex- 

York Herald Tribune. aminer (Louella Parsons). ‘a 

“One of the screen wonders of the age.""—Chicago Tribune. e By all means see Cavalcade”, 


© BEGINNING TOMORROW—POPULAR PRICES e 
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BACK MILLIONS 
E MOVIES 


ets the country with 
I: newspaper ads! 


cedeat. A nationwide newspaper campaign. 


cal yhowings. Told in big space... in terms 
f rinyjing showmanship. Heralding the picture that broke 
he raidshow-price jinx in 53 towns...the picture millions 
wait at popular prices. The greatest advance send-off 
ny ficture ever had. You'll welcome back all your old 


ustodiets.... and get acquainted with a host of new ones! 


by Noel Coward 


HICTURE of the 
GENERATION 












A 
FOX 


, ACHIEVEMENT 
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‘MANPOWER 


Is the First Requisite to Re-Establish the Industry— 


M. H. Aylesworth 
President, N. B. C. and R. K. O. 


(Film Daily, N. ¥., April 1, 1938) 


SIGNIFICANT ¢ « That Statement! 


It is made by the one man in the show world who 
has earned a position of concurrent authority in the 
conjunctive industries of the theatre, films and radio. 


NIA IN POW EJR! 


The Right Kind of Manpower Means 


H onest effort intelligently applied by men who are creative, with 
practical vision born from active experience in the work to be 


fulfilled. 

















That’s the kind of manpower which Fanchon & Marco offers to 
practical theatre operators, interested in solving their box-office 
problems. 


Flanchon & Marco service is individualized, yet national in 
prestige, experience and ability. The F & M Regional shows are 
available on a custom-made basis to fit theatre needs anywhere, 
minus unnecessary transportation costs, minus unneces- 
sary overhead. 


A NATION’S ENTERTAINMENT 


FANCHON & MARCO 


INC. 
NEW YORK 








HOLLYWOOD And Principal Cities 1657 Broadway 


5600 Sunset Boulevard 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Tr oop 107 


Drum Taps. A Boy Sec ut troup to the 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout 
Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Dynamite Ranch. 


rescue of Ker 


Ranch manager fails to vanquish the 


of Hollywood. 


1 Maynard. Ken 
Dr. & FF 


May- 
Mc- 


hero. 


} 
| 
Ken Maynard, 
i 


CIRCUITS POOL 


NW DISCARDS 


0 


Seattle Ap 


Jensen & Von Herberg have just 
closed an amalgamation with Fred 
Merey, Sr., and Jr., in Yakima, 
that marks another big step in 
| their spreading out. Deal includes 
the J-vH Liberty, and the Mercy 
houses, Majestic, Yakima and 











“ty Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time. 69 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
ec. Zi. 
| 
(Continued from page 23) False 7 ante. D« — makes 2 racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, a 
| see ‘egey Shannon. ir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. | 
Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. Lionel Barry- Nov. 29. 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir. John Cromwell. 77 mins. Rel Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
April 14. Rev. Mar. 28. H hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins 
Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von Molo | Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. H — ae a 
Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion “9, Pe gay oo ay Sige eRe ae Moran and Mack. Dir 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. is a eo Sor ee mae 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 1%. Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. Murie) Gordon Dir 
Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story | Alan James. 60 mins. Rel. April 9. 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- Phantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard we : ceo —_ 
~ a é stern in which he helps Coyote 
more,, Sa a. Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francis Lee. Dir. Alan 
Feb. Rev. Feb. 8. James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 5. 
| 
2 ° Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde. 
United Artists New York, N. Y. | Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 71 mins. Rel. April 2. " 
2 +. ‘ *hyllis ! —— ' — - 
Cynara. Philip Merivale stage hit Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phy Race Track. Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Hammond, Junior 
Barry. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Dec, 28. Rev. Jan. 3. ; Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 78 mins. Rev. Feb. 25. 
Hallelujah, I'm a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue. 4 
Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 
lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb, 14. oO, tee mpper _— Dir. R. N, Bradbury. Time, 67 mins. 
1.e1,. ev vo. 
Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in . 2 saga 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. Tombstone Canyon. Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery of 
21. Rev. Nov. 22. his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Dec. 26. 
Magic, Night. _Viennene, operetta. atest Bechasen. Dir. Herbert Wilcox Trailing the Killer. ple of the North Woods. Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. | 
me, ns el. Nov. 2. . . Time, 64 mins. Rel ec. 4. Rev. Dec. 6. 
rfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in England. Gloria Swanson, é . ve ii cata a 
” Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. SE Wissen dian tees ~~ <n *: . K Cakie, gy — | 
Dir. Cyril Gardner, 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. tn ne om * in ‘g oS ee. Oe, Oe, 
Rain. ey Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. - 
vm, Gargan. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. Miscellaneous Releases 
disieds Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir: Frank Borzage. 83 mins. | Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. A mother borrowed from 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21 an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 
east Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson. 69 mins, Rel, Jan. 3. Rev. 
Studio: Universal City ° Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., eb. 21. 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Big Town, The. (Invincible) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail, Frances 
Afraid to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about crooked politics. Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern, Dir. Edw. Daring Daughters. (Tower.) Two girls in the big city. Kenneth Thompson, 
Cahn. 74 mins, Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20. Joan Marsh, Marian Marsh. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 63 mins. Rel. Jan 
Air Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, 3. Rev. Mar. 28. VelaY- eat at ee 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. Time, 85 mins. Rel. | race on the Bar Room Floor, The. (Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 
Nov 3. Rev. Nov. Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 
All American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russel) Rel. Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 14 Footsteps in the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 
Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. Love story unfolded in scenic beauty of rice Elvery. ‘ime, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. ‘Rel. Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Mar. 23. Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Canncn. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 
Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. | Jungle Killer. (Century Expose of wild game hunting i fri itl ™ 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir. Kurt 9 ture. Rel. Noy, 3) aoe, Nov. 29 d game hunting in Africa, With lec 


Neumann. 78 mins. Nel. Mar, 3. 


Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. 
Rel. Mar. 23. 

Destination Unknown. 


story with nauticai 
Stevens. 


Famous team in 
Dir. George 


Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. Pat 


O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. Rel. Mar, 2. 
Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of their 


loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. Dir. Arthur Rosson. 


58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Rel. April 20. 
Laughter in Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 

Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 


Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 


Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Rev. Jan, 10. 


Melvyn Douglas. 


man and his dog. 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. 

Nagana. Tropical drama. ‘Tala Birell, 
Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O’Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rey. Sept. 13. 

Old Dark House. A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 
loff, Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
Time, 70 mins. Rel, Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 

Out All Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. 
Rel. April 13. 

Private Jones. Comedy in : 
war. Lee Tracy, Donald Cook, Gloria Stuart. 


Dir. E. L. Frank. 


Dir. Sam Taylor. 


which a slacker finds himself very much in the 
Dir. Russell Mack. 70 


mins. Rel, Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. 
Rome Express, The. British made. Grand Hotel on a French train. Esther 
Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. 85 mins. Rev, Feb. 28. 


Rustlers’ Roundup, The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. Dir. 


Henry MacRae. 56 mins. Rel. Mar. 16. 

Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
oa Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. 
Feb 


adventures of a newlyrich 


They pan Had to Get Married. Matrimonial 
Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins. 


Dir. 


couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. 
Rel, Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Studios: . Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 
eaten Warner Brothers New York, N.Y. 


Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 


Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage strikes a snag. : 
Rel. April 8. 


mond, Frank McHugh. Dir. Robert Florey. 67 mins. 


42d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 
Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
— Powell, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lioyd "Bacon. 89 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 
tev. 14, 

Girl Missing. ‘Two girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ben 
Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Robt. Florey. 69 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4. Rey. Mar. 21. 


Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 


Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan. 28 Rev. Feb. 7. 
Haunted Gold. Search for gold In a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 58 mins.- Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Paul 


From the story ‘1 Ama Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ a 
Ov. 


1 Am a Fugitive. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 93 mins. Rel. 


Muni, Glenda Farrell. 
19. Rey. Nov. 15. 
Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. Kay Francis, 
George Brent, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael] Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 25. 
King’s Vacation, The. From a story by Ernest Pascal, The king takes time 
out to visit his first wife. Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 62 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondell. 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7. Rev. Jan. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. 
Fairbanks, Jr, Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 72 mins. Rel. 


Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan TVashman. Dir. Wm, Dieterle. Time, 58 mins. 
tel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8 

Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph 
John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 655 
mins. Rel. Mar, 18. 


Thrilling African adventure. Under supervision of Wynant 


F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 
Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda 
78 mins. te), Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 


World Wide °°** 


Through Fox) 
the sheep men and cattle 
Time, 62 mins. 


Untamed Africa. 
D. Hubbard, 
Wax 


Farrell. Dir. Michae] Curtiz. 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


(Releasing 
Between Fighting Men. Conflict 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 
Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. 
Mary Doran. Dir. Pau! Stein. Time, 67 
Nov. 22. 
Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklessness.’ Conrad 
Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Mar. 18. 
Kiss, The. A tes mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 


raisers. 


between 
Rel. 


Dir. Forrest Sheldon. 


May Clarke, 
Rev. 


Chester Morris, 
mins. Rel. Oct. 23. 


Death 


Mystery and thrills in a wax | 


Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) 
in an office gee 
Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. 

Pride of the Legion. (Released 
Peter B. Kyne story. 
Matt Moore. Dir. Ford Beebe. 


Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) 


Dec. 1. 


Oct. 25. 

Searies Week End. 
Theo. Von Eltz. 
Nov. 


What Price Decency. 


(Irving.) 
Dir. 


(Equitable.) 


Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 


Woman in Chains. (Auten.) 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. 


(Continued on page 46) 





Fox-N.E. Appraisal 


Hartford, April 3. 

Federal Judge Edwin S. Thomas 
has appointed three men to serve as 
appraisers of the Fox-New England 
Theatres, Inc., in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. At the same time 
the court approved the detail work 
already accomplished by the _ re- 
ceivers. 

As appraisers of the 16 properties 
controlled by Fox-New England, 
Judge Thomas nominated Attorney 
Thomas D. Gill, Frederick J. Bliss 
of real estate appraisal firm of Bliss 
& Cole, and Andrew J. Collins, the- 
atrical man of South Norwalk who 
also is receiver of the Publix The- 
atres in Connecticut. 

The receivers named by Judge 
Thomas on Feb. 10 are Attorneys 
Thomas J. Spellacy and Benjamin 
Slade and Samuel Spring, each un- 
der bonds of $5,000. The receivers 
took immediate possession of the 
theatres and on April 5 another 
hearing will be held, when the ques- 
tion of confirmation of the receivers 
will be taken up. 


Principal Drops One 
April 3. 
returning 
Alhambra 


Los Angeles, 
Theatres is 
first run in 


Principal 
the Garfield, 
(suburb), 
nicof, who have been in on a three- 
way partnership, with Principal op- 
erating. House was added to the 
Principal chain Oct. 16, last, 
has never been a big money-maker. 

Circuit will go back to a competi- 
tive basis in Alhambra, operating 
its 
tion to the Garfield, and continuing 
the El Rey for second runs. First 
product will be split between 
two initialers. 





1 


; run 
‘oo 


‘PUBLIX ‘DROPS 2 MPLS. NABES 


Minneapolis, April 3. 


| Publix, continuing to drop the- 
jatr res, disposed of the Empress, 600- 
jseat nabe. Lee Aved, recently with 
|Capitol Film exchange, and at wne 
itime operating the Liberty, will 
|ouerate the Empress himself. 
Another theatre cast drift was the 


| Emerson, nabe, acquired by Harry 


; Dickerson. 


back to Lazarus and Vin- | 


and 


Alhambra as a first run opposi- | 


Suggestive of 
Mary Brian, 

Rev. 
also as ‘The Big Payoff.’) 
MacDonald, 
Jan, 16. 


Original of the auto races with 


Barbara Kent, J. 
71 mins. 


Irene Rich, 
Dec. 20. 


Farrell 
Rel. 


stuff. Wally Reid Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 
Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. 
Von Eltz. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mi 


Murder at a house party. 
Willis Kent, 


Time, 68 


From a stage play. 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. 
60 mins. 
Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac 
Time, 68 mins. 


Rev. Mar. 


Rel. 


‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 


Romance 
Jas. Hall. Dir. Frank 
° 

(Mascot.) From a 
Glen Tryon, 


Rev. Jan. 24, 


air 
mins. 
Merna Kennedy, Theo. 
ns. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. 


t Dorothy Revier, 
mins. tel, Oct. Rev. 
background 
Alan 


Jungle 
Dorothy Burgess, 


- 


4. 


Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 





Capital, comprising all the theatres 
in that city. These houses were re- 
cently turned back by Fox West 
Coast and Washington State The- 
atres, 

Mereys have theatres in Walla 
Walla, and other nearby Wash- 
ington and Oregon towns. Move is 
on for amalgamation deal to include 
all the Mercy holdings. This means 


choice additional theatres for the 
J-vH circuit, which recently ac- 
quired the big Fox theatre in Se- 
attle, and which will soon acquire 
the Paramount in Portland, as that 
property is now to revert to the 
real estate owners, who are Jen- 


sen-Von Herberg. 

This also means proposed vaude- 
ville circuit for these operators to 
include Portland, Seattle, Yakima, 
Tacoma and Walla Walla, or four 
or five weeks, to start with. 

Fred Mercy, Sr. will be general 
manager of the Yakima houses. 





No Minn. Taxes 


April 3. 
the house 


Minneapolis, 

As result of action by 
committee on taxes, in voting to 
postpone, indefinitely, proposed 
measures which would have placed 
a state tax on theatre admissions, 
it is virtually assure}that there will 
be no adverse theatre legislation 
during the state legislature's pres- 
ent session, 

One of the measures before the 
body would have taxed all admis- 
sions 5c. Another bill provided for 
a le tax on admissions over 50c, 

The North Dakota state legisla- 
ture also has adjourned without 
enacting any adverse’ theatrical 
legislation, other than a sales’ tax 
applicable to all lines of business, 
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GOES ON FOREVER 





CRAZY BUT STILL GOING 


FOR 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


THIS WEEK 


IN ‘“‘CRAZY WEEK”’ 
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Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 





Three In 10 Years 
Frank Black, NBC’s general musical director, says that during the 10 
years he has been hearing auditions, only three radio aspirants ever 
reached the top as a result of these hearings, 


Sings, Too 
Eleanor Holm, Olympic swimming champ, may return from Hollywood 
to appear on a radio series sponsored by a bathing suit manufacturer. 
The champ now sings 





Scattered 
Former personnel of the NBC Artists Service is pretty well scattered. 
Phil Ponce, Ed Scheuing, Mort Milman, Herman Schaad and Ken Dolan 
are in business for themselves; Bill Murray is with the William Morris 
office, and Bill Card is with Mort Milman, 
The only one remaining of the original set-up is John Babb. 





Official Frown 
When Commissioner Mulrooney came to CBS for his ‘Inside Story’ 
broadcast, six announcers appealed to him to have speeding tickets 
squashed. The commissioner frowned. 





Air Vet at 12 
Lester Jay, appearing on WOR, WABC and WEAF’, is only 12 years 
old, but has been on the air five years. 





in the Family 
Tommy McLaughlin has eight aunts, living in towns between Seattle 
and Bucyrus, O. Each sends him fan mail after every broadcast, making 
suggestions and requests. You can imagine! 





Just a Picture 
All the Four Eton Boys ever saw of that famous English school was 
a picture of an Eton jacket. They hail from small towns around St. 
Louis. 
Half the quartet are brothers, Charlie and Jack Day. 
Earl Smith are the other two. 


Art Gentry and 





Short Shots 
Weber and Fields will be the next guests of Edwin C. Hill...Floyd 
Neale, that announcer at WOR with the pure white overcoat, has ac- 
quired a bright blue roadster—so what?...Johnny Marvin is playing 
Middletown, N. Y., this week...Morton Downey, the Irish tenor, likes 
to sing ‘Eli Eli’...Annette Hanshaw can’t read a note of music and sings 


f9entirely by ear...Ruth Etting has a 150-acre farm near David City, Neb., 


her birthplace...Frances Langford will be Abe Lyman’s Lucky Strike 
vocalist every second Thursday...Charlie Carlile, Columbia warbler, has 
one of the toughest assignments on the air. He’s on six programs, three 
of them commercial, each requiring a different type of song...William 
O’Neal, tenor, is the prize hat-loser of Columbia studios, always remem- 
bering to forget where he left his headpiece...Ben Alley’s middle name 
is Deber, given him by his elder brother...WINS’ ‘Jazzless Sunday’ isn’t 
any more, the Arcadia dance orchestra furnishing rhythm twice on the 
Sabbath...Ben Alley and bride are seeing the local sights and the shows, 
now that Ben's temporarily divorced from air work.,.Bing Crosby, Kate 
Smith and Morton Downey never took a singing lesson in their lives... 
Barbasol, with Singin’ Sam, goes from three to a single broadcast weekly 
for the summer...The quartet on the ’ew Richfield Oil program is the 
Four Clubmen formerly featured exclusively on CBS...Jess Pugh, who 
was the,Old Hunch on Prince Albert, is in Chicago appearing on the 
Northwestern Yeast program...Tony Stanford, NBC production man, is 
back on the job after a tonsilectomy...Bourjois is changing to a musical 
program, having auditioned last week with Shilkret, Mary McCoy and 
Frank Parker...Evelyn and Maybelle Ross, New York girls, are Do and 
Re of Columbia’s ‘Do Re Mi Girls’, and Ann Balthy of Brooklyn is Mi. 
They are former vaudevillians...Fritz Kreitzer, Guy Lombardo’s pianist, 
is now called ‘Enemy’ by the bandmen...‘Sleep’, Fred Waring’s signa- 
ture song, was adapted from an old hymn, ‘Visions of Sleep’, written 40 
years 2g0 





Scrambled Notes 

Marie Gerard writes that she had to give up something for Lent, so 
she gave up her husband...George Beuchler has been making records 
since leaving the Columbia mike...Arthur Tracy has an accom- 
panist lug around that accordion...Pauline Alpert, pianist, and Aland Lee 
Reiser, piano team, have been signed by WOR for a year...H. V. Kalten- 
born doesn't prepare a script. Speaks extemporaneously, referring to 
notes...Manlio Ovidio, WOR baritone, is accompanied at the piano by 
his maternal grandmother...Dick Mansfield, CBS band leader, is a ringer 
for Vallee...Elsie Hitz dons horn-rimmed specs to read her script...A 
new commercial goes on WOR April 16 sponsored by Edros Natural 
Products...Edwin C. Hill has never talked from a platform and won't 
be lured onto one...Dick Powell is going to play vaudeville around New 
York...The Wheatena program leaves the air in May...Jane Pickens 
vill have an afternoon solo spot on NBC...Solly Ward's Esso show on 
CBS will have a new author...Henry Lloyd, of The Sizzlers, has written 
@ fox-trot ballad: ‘You Took My Breath Away’, dedicated to a mouth 
wash...Philip F. Whitten, formerly in the sales department of CBS, is 
now with WINS...Ruth Cleary, Johnny Marvin's accompanist, is a 
brunette double for Janet Gaynor...Frank Luther writes radio columns 
for the fun of it...Champ listener among air artists is Singin’ Sam 
(Harry Frankel) who spends hours daily glued to a receiver...Floyd 
Thomas Buckley played with Pearl White in the movies...‘Masters of 
Lieder’ is the name of a new program on WEVD which features Robert 
Norton, baritone...Don Higgins is now CBS night news editor...Herb 
Glover, CBS director of newsbroadcasts, was granted an audience with 
the Pope last week in Rome and persuaded His Holiness as to a special 
broadcast for the U. S....Eugene Lert, of the Villa Eugene, was once 
headwaiter at the St. Regis, and is an accomplished musician...Ted 
Husing has coined a new word, ‘sportrait’. Says it’s a word picture of 
an athletic event...CBS international remote broadcasts over the week- 
end brought religion from Rome, sports from London and music from 
Honolulu...Guy Lombardo will play the Ivy Ball at U of Penn April T... 
Howard Petrie, NBC announcer, and Alice Wood, hostess of the samé 
“network, will be married April 21 at the Little Church Around the Corner 
...Frank Parker for three months at the World's Fair...Immediately 
after the broadcast Friday night of the ‘Charlie Chan’ program the 
entire cast sent a telegram of good wishes to Earl Derr Biggers, who is 
dangerously ill on the Coast. 








ALLEN COMPLETES 26 


Linit retires the Fred Allen Sun- 
day night show with this Sunday's 
(9) program, completing a 26-week 


Paige Moves Up 


Los Angeles, April 3. 





Raymond Paige, musical and pro- | run, 
gram director for KHJ, becomes Corn Products Corp. had been 
musical director general for the] considering shifting the stanza to 


some other night in the week for 
the summer, but finally decided to 
use the coin for the plugging its 
Kre-Mel dessert product on a three- 
times a week afternoon schedule 


Columbia Don Lee Coast chain. He 
will continue to operate from KHJ. 

Mahlon Merrick, formerly with 
KFRC, comes to KHJ as program 
director 








Renewals 


Bayer’s Asperin. Has added 
another 13 weeks, effective 
April 16, for its Album of Fa- 
miliar Music on NBC. Sunday 
night schedule retains same 
setup of 45 stations and talent. 

Worcester Salt Co. Extends 
its Saturday s. nza (Paul Vic- 
torine’s band) on the _ blue 
(WJZ) link for six weeks. 
Takes the contract up to May 
15. 

Union Central Life Insurance 
of Cincinnati. Has renewed 
through CBS’ Chicago office its 
‘Roses and Drums’ programs 
for 42 broadcasts starting 
April 23. 

National Tea. Renews daily 
program over WBBM, Chicago, 
for 13 weeks starting March 
3T. 

Remington Rand. Has six- 
natured for another 28 weeks 
over 16 CBS stations. Retains 
its thrice weekly spots and 
Cowboy Tom Roundup. 

Chappel Bros., Inc. (Ken-L- 
Rations). Contracted for an- 
other 52 weeks on NBC's basic 
blue ink. Makes it the fourth 
year for this commercial’s 
‘Rin Tin Tin’ thriller. 

Reid Murdock & Co. Whole- 
sale grocer of Chicago has ex- 
tended its Sunday afternoon 
‘mystery tenor’ affair to Oct. 
24. Pads the run on NBC to 
39 weeks. 


Union Life Insurance Co. of 
Cincy. A 52-week CBS con- 
tract expired last Sunday (25) 
but is continuing ‘Roses And 
Drums’ to June 18 when off the 
air for the summer. Program 
due back Sept. 3 with an in- 
crease of from 17 to 26 sta- 
tions, 

Luft & Co., makers of Tan- 
gee lipstick. Four additional 
weeks on CBS, which takes the 
program with Keller, Ross & 
Sargeant to April 27. 

Spratt’s Patent, Ltd. Added 
three more weeks to its Don 
Carney’s dog chats, or until 
May 8. 

R. Lb. Watkins Co. (Dr. 
Lyon’s toothpaste) shifted its 
half-hour stanza to Sunday 
night (9 p. m. EST) (and 
added 13 weeks to the net- 
work’s contract, effective with 
April 2, Musical affair, with 
Gene Rodermich, Jean Sar- 
geant and Frank Luther, stays 
as is, 











RENEWALS LEAP 
IN TOP WEEK 
SINCE FALL 


Hope that beer will nudge busi- 
ness is still strong in the ranks of 
the air advertisers. Network clients, 
who since the banking moratorium 
have been holding back on renewals, 
fulfilled the wish to some extent 
last week by staging a little busi- 
ness rush of their own. NBC and 
Columbia garnered 11 extensions, 
the largest number achieved during 
any one week since early last fall. 

In addition to the renewals were 
two new accounts, Philip Morris 
cigaret and Kre-Mel, an output of 
the Corn Products Corp. 

NBC has three other accounts it 
deems hot enough for possible 
signaturing this week. One is a 
household furnishings account, the 
second a food package and the third 
a deodorant. In the Columbia sector 
negotiations are on for a summer 
proprietory drug requisite, an eat- 
able brand and a paint account. 

The sharp spurt came after three 
weeks of doldrums for both chains. 








JEAN WAKEFIELD’S ATTEMPT 


San Francisco, April 3. 

Jean Wakefield, blues singer, got 
herself into a publicity mess last 
week when she became despondent 
after a few drinks in her apartment 
and took poison. 

Before swallowing the lethal dose, 
Miss Wakefield made a few phone 
calls and tipped off friends who 
dashed to her place and hurried her 
off to emergency hospital where she 
was treated. She will recover, 

Singer was formerly staff mem- 
ber of KF RC and was last with Tom 
Gerun’s band at the Bal Tabarin 





here and Forrest Club, New Orleans, 


Radio Reports 





RICHFIELD COUNTRY CLUB 
With Ernest Glendenning, Alex. 

Morrison, Betty Barthel and Jack 

Golden 
Talk, Songs, Band 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

If there was one thing the debut 
program (31) of this series drove 
home it was the commercial con- 
nection. There was no escaping it. 
Within the space of every five min- 
utes listeners were reminded that 
Richfield Oil, its service stations and 
Golden Rule dealers were respon- 
sible for Ernest Glendenning’s over- 
exuberant m.c’ing, Alex. Morrison’s 
two or three minutes’ expatiation on 
the golf swing, Betty Barthel’s 
quavering over the blues and Jack 
Golden’s listenable dance music. 
There was also a quartet for a cou- 
ple of peppery numbers and to sup- 
ply the background effects for the 
country club idea. 

What Richfield has here in the 
way of talent could be built into a 
snappily entertaining show. At 
least the initial broadcast gave 
such indication. Essentially needed 
is comedy material to fit into pro- 
ceedings, the applying of the brakes 
upon Glendenning’s’- effervescent 
style, a little instruction on how to 
eliminate the wheeze from mike de- 
livery and a more subtlety contrived 
weaving in of the plug. 

It’s Glendenning’s first air try, 
and that probably goes for Morri- 
son, too. With a little experience 
there is no reason why the legit 
player shouldn't make his person- 
ality felt on the air. As for the golf 
pro, his remarks about swaying the 
hips sufficed to combine a tidbit of 
instruction with a contribution of 
atmosphere. Morrison also made 
mention of a golf instruction book 
or something to be obtained for the 
asking at any Richfield service sta- 
tion. 

Though not so impressive on the 
warbling, Miss Barthel has a down 
south dialect that could be capital- 
ized for comedy. with the proper 
material. The knack is there. 

The episode at the service station, 
coming midway in the program, was 
too talky and draggy for sock ef- 
fectiveness. Tacking on of a blow- 
out bit not only made it a double 
muff but made it tougher to dove- 
tail the sales interlude into the en- 
tertainment sequence. 

Same talent setup carries this 
Richfield message over a Columbia 
hookup Monday nights. Last night 
(3) was its CBS debut. Marks the 
first time a commercial has used 
the repeat program idea on the two 
chains for 100% coverage. Odec. 








PAT BOMACHELLI’S ORCH. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 


Orchestra has been broadcasting 
recently on _ luncheon-hour pro- 
grams, Apparently a local unit, it 
is smaller than the hotel bands usu- 
ally heard on this feature. Plays 
fast numbers in snappy style, but is 
not so forte on the slow ones, which 
predominate. Neither instrumenta- 
tion nor arrangements click with 
the slow stuff. Effect obtained is 
not smooth. 

Pianist sounds good, and Billy 
Sherman and Ted Wolgat do the 
vocals. A trio also sings, but this 
seems to take too much away from 
the orchestra's instrumental 
strength. 

Combo should realize its limita- 
tions and forget what the larger 
bands do. Jaco. 





Adams’ $3,706 Verdict 
Over Dutch Masters 


Jack Adams’ two years of litiga- 
tion with the Consolidated Cigar Co. 
over the cancellation of the Dutch 
Masters’ program, culminated last 
week in a verdict of $3,706 for the 
Adams Broadcasting Service, Inc. 
This is a producing organization 
Adams previously operated. Award 
was made by Justice Valente in the 
New York Supreme Court. Adams 
is now in charge of the artists’ 
service at WMCA, New York. 

Adams contended that Dutch 
Masters had contracted with him, 
through Young & Rubicam, ad 
agency, for production of 52 weekly 
programs on CBS and that with the 
35th broadcast the commercial sud- 
denly decided to call it off. Move, 
said Adams, left him holding the 
bag full of a sheaf of contracts. 

By shifting several people to other 
shows, Adams averred he was able 
to reduce the original obligation of 
$20,000 to $6,000. It was the latter 
sum he brought suit for. 

Following the verdict for Adams 
the defendant asked for a 10-day 
stay and got it. 





Wheatenaville Off April 20 
Frank Knight's Wheatenaville 
sketches will call it a run with the 
April 20 broadcast, 
Juve serial has 


been on NBC 





since last August 


ward for all participating. 


WOODBURY’S RADIANT REVUE 
With Al and Lee Reiser, Jack Arthur 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 


| Woodbury’s ad story here revolves 
‘around its brand of Radiant face 
powder and to entice the femme 
fans into giving it an attentive ear 


the manufacturer has had whipped 
together a fitting and pleasant 
melange of entertainment. Though 
framed along conventional lines the 
program shows good balance in the 
allocation of the numbers. To the 
barytonic Jack Arthur are appor- 
tioned the romantic ditties while the 
livelier pop tunes get their innings 
during the interludes shared by the 
studio band and the Reiser duo's 
pianos. It all makes nice listening 
for 30 minutes of a late Sunday 
afternoon, ; 
Both the smooth, melodic pipes of 
Arthur and _ skillful Reiser digits 
are well known on this indie kilo- 
cycle. Mere announcement of their 
names assures the commercial a 
substantial following from the start. 
And the piano team particularly 
can always be depended upon to 
come through with a performance 
rating it on a par with the best of 
them seeping into a loudspeaker 
from a New York point of origin. 
Blurbs are smartly couched, with 
each intrusion telling of the com- 
ing fashions in hats, textiles or 
gowns and then proceding to dove- 
tail the point that Woodbury’'s will 
make it easy for the face to be in 
keeping with the changes in hat 
and garment styles. Sample box of 
the powder is offered for the writing, 
Odec. 


STORY OF COFFEE 

With Henrik Willem Van Loon 
Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

A&P has taken a special series of 
evening spots on NBC to plug cof- 
fee brands and has brought in the 
author Van Loon to glorify the cof- 
fee bean. As usual, Van Loon 
makes his subject interesting. 

In the first series (31) Van Loon 
traced the history of the mocha 
particle back to the Romans and 
Saracens, and as his tale wended 
through the centuries he kept re- 
peating his theme—that the coffee 
bean was the ‘most social little 
creature that ever happened on this 
globe of ours.’ The history of Eu- 
rope of the past three centuries, he 
opjned, was written in the coffee 
houses, where the aroma and quaff- 
ing of the brew released the flood- 
gates of the intellect and spurred 
the free expression and exchange of 
ideas. Not only that descanted 
Van Loon, but certainly three-fifths 
of the world’s literature ‘rosc from 
coffee cups.’ 

Van Loon - terspersed his history 
tracing with some pungent bits of 
humor, such as his retailing of the 
coffee snoopers and sniffers who 
prevailed in Germany in the 18th 
century when that country made the 
bean a government monopoly. A 
colorfully romantic tale this popu- 
lar educator spun through the 12 
minutes he was on. 

3alance of the quarter-hour is 
taken up by the colonel and the 
judge of the A&P air staff to put 
the bee on for a contest the chain 
stores had hooked up with this spe- 
cial series. Prizes offered for the 
best compositions on the theme of 
why A&P can sell its coffee so 
cheaply. Even if they don't win 
some cash, it’s a jigsaw puzzle re- 
Odec. 


|GABRIEL HEATTER 


News Commentator 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 


Only handicap to keep this fellow 
from progressing beyond the small- 
time air ranks is his delivery. It's 
a combination of blustery diction, 
which causes frequent stumbling 
and faulty articulation, and a tinge 
of dialect. Otherwise he offers a 
frank analysis and attack upon the 
news topic at hand, a deft facility 
for ripping aside the bunk and sham 
surrounding a current problem, and 
an incisive grasp of the facts con- 
nected with a subject. 

Heatter’s comments take him over 
the day’s news highlights with an 
occasional dip into some human in- 
terest item. His viewpoint on local, 
national and international politics 
is liberal. For that listening ele- 
ment which makes a habit of this 
kilocycle Heatter will be a neat fit. 
Spotting usually given him is 19 
p.m., E.S.T., and it’s every night in 
the week, Odec. 


CHAUNCEY PARSONS 
‘Songs for Sale’ 
Sustaining 
WIBO, Chicago 

A pleasant 15 minutes is provided 
by Chauncey Parsons, a tenor with 
a romantic note in his voice. This 
program is unpretentious, but 
weaves a bit of continuity through 
the songs. It’s a Friday night 7:30 
local. 

Parsons sings with the Sinclait 
Minstrels and is pretty weil known 
in Chicago radio circles. Land, 
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Nets Open Up on Beer Songs: 


Coast Cautious: Chis Beer 


Both NBC and Columbia have de- 
clared their outlets open to beer 
songs. After harboring misgivings, 
the chains last week let it be known 
that the brew ditties would be okay 
for bands and warblers. 

NBC was the first to lift the ban, 
Columbia following suit the next 
day. 

Program departments were in- 
clined to dodge giving release to the 
beer numbers until their sales de- 
partments posed the question of 
how they expected to entice brew- 
ery accounts into buying air time if 
beer songs were barred. 





Coast Brewers’ Stance 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Local radio stations figuring on 
beer as a cure for current poor 
business are finding the brewery 
doors closed to them insofar as get- 
ting beverage money for commer- 
cial programs. 

Present indications point to more 
business than the breweries can 
handle, so as yet the beer makers 
can’t see any reason for advertising. 
Later, when competition enters the 
field, the air is 2xpected to be filled 
nightly with talks expounding the 
virtues of different brews. 

Right now there are only two 
breweries operating here and these 
have daily lines of thirsty customers 
waiting to place orders. Pointing 
to. these lines is the b-ewers’ argu- 
ment against air advertising. 


Others Plan Operation 


However, three other brewing 
companies with establishments in 
the north are planning to open new 
plants here, while two crews of 
salesmen are out trying to sell stock 
in two more beer promotions in ad- 
dition. When these get going, plus 
the competition from the former 
established eastern brands, there'll 
be plenty of business for radio, say 
the broadcasters. 

Most ambitious beer-air scheme 
to-date is that of Freeman Lang, 
local disc operator, who is trying to 
interest a brewery in his plan to 
operate a beer garden from which 
an hour’s broadcast would emanate 
nightly. Lang’s idea is to engage a 
stage at one of the dark studios, 
turn it into a garden of the Ger- 
man variety, put on a three-hour 
program of acts each night of which 
One hour would go over the air. 





Chi’s Beer Bally 
Chicago, April 3. 

WBBM locally and CBS nationally 
will observe Beer Night, April 6-7, 
with a special program. Mikes will be 
placed at the Prima brewery here 
to report the loading of the first 
brewery trucks, the gurgling of the 
malt in its vats, the bottling and 
barrelling ceremonies, and other un- 
familiar sounds Supposed to be en- 
chanting omens for thirsty Amer- 
icanos. 

Milwaukee, Cincinnati, and St. 
Louis will also be hooked up for a 
Special circuit that night. Network 
at first had a little fear of reactions 
in some spots because of the gen- 
eral prevailing uncertainties con- 
cerning beer as a radio theme, in or 
out of advertising. Beer idea on 
WBPM is credited to Steve Trum- 
bull. 

Some months ago CBS carried on 
its network a trans-Atlantic broad- 
cast (sustaining) of the wine mak- 
ing start of the new season in 
France. Crunching of the grapes 
and other noises of the process were 
brought into the American parlor. 


KFRC’s 


San Francisco, April 3. 
KFRC artists’ bureau, headed by 
Ellis Levey, will make northern 
California towns beer conscious 
next Saturday night with celebra- 
tions over the return of suds. 
Levey has lined up ballrooms 
halls and made a deal with 
musicians’ unions in these 
orchestras, KFRC will supply the 
talent and the station-union will get 
& split on net receipts. 





Beer Salute 


and 
the 


+ 





towns for | 


Bally 


Radio’s Top Spender 


Slashing of the Lucky Strike 
air budget pushes Standard 
Brands ’way out front as the 
biggest spender radio now 
boasts. On the Fleischmann 
account alone Brands is sched- 
uled to disburse for time this 
year over $750,000; the Chase 
& Sanborn Sunday night show 
calls for an additional annual 
billing of close to $500,000, 
while the Royal Gelatine 
stanza will cost around $350,000 
for network facilities over the 
52-week period. 

Lucky Strike piled up a 
chain bill of $1,711,000 last year. 
Pepsodent spent $1,575,00 on 
hookup facilities for its Amos 
’n’ Andy and Goldberg pro- 
grams. 














AIR WEBS DROP 
13-TIME RULE 


Policy of holding radio commer- 
cial accounts to signaturing for the 
minimum 13-week term is out as re- 
gards the networks. With most ad- 
vertisers now operating on monthly 
budgets, in stead of the hithertofore 
annual appropriaticn, and spending 
their money as it comesin. NBC and 
CBS have not only receded from 
the 13 weeks position but are will- 
ing to make it for any period the 
client elects. 

Change of policy finds the air 
chains allowing their clients to con- 
tract for as little time as three 
weeks with the understanding that 
the progressive discounts apply as 
long as these extensions eventually 
round out a 13-time cycle. Practise 
has been that for every successive 
,8-times renewal the account de- 
rives an additional 5% discount on 
the time rate, but before the adver- 
tiser can enjoy this advantage he 
must first span a full 13 broadcasts. 


‘Hollywood on Air’ Will 
Get New Continuity 


Hollywood, April 3. 

‘Hollywood on the Air,’ hereto- 
fore considered a more or less hap- 
hazard affair, is to be standardized. 
A semblance of serial continuity 
will be injected into this weekly 
Radio studios-NBC, 

Period is to be divided into three 
sections with a romance running 
throughout. Pattern on which suc- 
ceeding programs will be based will 
have the boy and girl as hinter- 
landers trying to crash the film 
extra line. Second section will be 
for the plugging of pictures and the 
third period is to be devoted to 
dramatizations of events in the film 
industry. 


Nibless Gloria 





Before returning to the Coast last | 


week, Gloria Swanson tried to land | Gen’! 


on the air but no bites. 
One offer received was one- | 
timer on the Siiaen hour, 


which the film star wouldn't accept. 


KMTR ADDITIONS 
Hollywood, April 3. 
John Vail to KMTR for a twice 
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NET TIME SALES ON UPBEAT 





IST BETTERMENT 


NBC’s $1,994,000 Gross for 
March — CBS $1,006,658 
—Both Improvements 
Over February After 6%- 
8% Slumps—Hopes That 
March Pace Lasts Through 
April — NBC Jumped 
17%, CBS 13% 


—_—_-— 


APRIL UNCERTAIN 





March gave both NBC and Co- 
lumbia the first upbeat in time 
sales, as compared to the previous 
month, since the networks’ income 
tallies from this source started slid- 
ing last July. At NBC the facilities 
turnover hopped 17% over the Feb- 
ruary total, while the jump for CBS 
leveled off at close to 13%. 


Even the comparison of monthly 
totals by year showed an improve- 
ment. Difference between this year’s 
February and that of ’32 made it a 
33% clip for NBC and a drop of 
32% for CBS. In the contrast of 
the March periods the margin of 
loss for NBC came to 30% and 
slightly under that level for Co- 
lumbia. 

NRC closed last month with a 
total billing of $1,994,000 as com- 
pared to the $2,864,783 taken in dur- 
ing March, ’32. Columbia the past 
month accumulated from the sale of 
time $1,006,658, as compared to $1,- 
436,050 of the March a year ago. 


Lucky Strike Loss 


NBC had come through Febru- 
ary of the current annum with $1,- 
706,602, while the Columbia net for 
the same month showed $893,018, 
with the former figure 8% and the 
latter 6% less than was gathered 
from time selling sources in Janu- 
ary. Despite the surge upward in 
contract renewals and new business 
last week, the chains figure they 
will have done well if able to main- 
tain last month’s level through 
April. NBC’s big loss this month 
will be the Lucky Strike Tuesday 
night show. 

Other comparative totals from 
time sales are noted in table in ad- 
joining column. 


Rubinoff No Like Par 


Cut; Goes Barnstorming 


Dave Rubinoff played Newburgh, 
N. Y., Thursday (30) as a test date 
on his proposed barnstorming tour 
with an orchestra, set to get under 
way around May 1. Meanwhile, 
Rubinoff may play a couple stage 
dates on which NBC is now working 
in his behalf. 

On quitting Paramount, Rubinoff 
was getting $350 a week, to which 
he had been cut from $800. In ad- 
dition to resenting this reduction, 
Rubinoff is reported having disliked 
the idea of being shifted from the 
Paramount, N. Y., to the Brooklyn 
house. 








KEEPING WHITEMAN WARM 





Motors Hasn’t Yet Decided 
on 1-Hour Periods 


General Motors has asked NBC to 


| keep Paul Whitemar and the Mon- 


day night spot bankrolled by Buick, 


} " a . 
;}warm until it decides on appropri- 


ation 


and policy for its contem- 


| plated one-hour aerial session. Net- 


| scheduling 


|for institutional -ballyhoo GM wants 


weekly 15-minute program to be} 
{dubbed ‘Songology.’ He'll sing in 
lfront of a string orchestra. 
| Another new one at this station 
| will be the ‘All American Trio,’ vo- | 
i cal and instrumental, under direc- 
| tion of Arthur McIntyre, 
a ae 
Dise Kid Serial 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Remington-Rand, local stationery, 
|firm, has taken the disked kid 
serial, ‘The Roundup.’ 

Script program starts tomorrow 
| (4) over KHJ. 


jlet on NBC 


work complied with the request by 
Whiteman indefinitely 
for the Monday niche, starting last 
night (3) on a sustaining basis. 
Before setting aside an air budget | 


to first make sure that there is a 
definite upbeat in buying. This not 
only applies to motor cars, but to 
all products bearing the GM label. | 

Chances are that the Pontiac 
branch of the combine will renew 
for another six weeks on CBS, and 
the same is also likely for Chevro- 


GINGE JULY, “a2 














| 
NBC 
1933 1932 1931 1930 
January jeawee $1,839,345 $2,634,447 $1,989,497 $1,418,979 
February ..ccccecsce 1,706,602 2,571,609 1,924,778 1,347,874 
TT « ckéaveeesoe 1,994,000 2,864,783 2,164,434 1,652,629 
Wee. Anes smecs $5,539,947 $8,070,839 $6,078,709 $4,419,455 
1933 1932 1931 1930 
eons. ces $950,057 $1,348,842 $692,114 $644,685 
February .....e0. ° 893,018 1,319,414 750,621 524,728 
Se. Pan's 600s bas 1,006,658 1,436,050 1,110,526 732,165 
ee $2,849,733 $4,104,306 $2,553,261 $1,901,578 

















Victor Radio Disc Dept. 
To Be Near NBC Cousin 


Chicago, April 3. 

Victor’s new radio disc division 
to be headed by Bill Young, will 
move into the Merchandise Mart, 
convenient to NBC, its corporate 
cousin. Michigan Blvd. location has 
been abandoned. Equipment is now 
en route by truck from the Cam- 
den factory of Victor. 

Young returned from the east 
Saturday (1). 


NBC’S NEW CIG 
ACCOUNT; OLD 
GOLD, T00? 








Another cigaret account, Philip 
Morris, has been brought in by 
NBC. It will make up in part for 
the reduction in Lucky Strike’s 
time. New stanza debuts on a 
cross-country hookup over. the 
WEAF link April 17 on a 52-week 
contract subject to the asual 13- 
week options. What it’s going to 
use for entertainment besides Ran- 
ny Weeks hasn’t yet been decided. 
Philip Morris period will take a 
quarter-hour clocking thrice weekly, 
release coming at 8:45 p.m. Mon- 
days and at 9 Wednesdays and Sat- 
urdays. 

Indications are that Old Gold, 
upon expiration of its present 13- 
week contract with CBS, will swing 
to NBC. Negotiations to that end 
are on, everything depending on 
concessions to be made by the net- 
work. 

While Lucky Strike continued to 
support NBC to the extent of three 
hours a week, the web was obli- 
gated to exclude all other cigaret 
accounts other than those amenable 
to local release. Sut with Lucky 
down to a single weekly period, the 
way is cleared, 

Harwood, upon his return to New 
York, recommended that Magnolia 
be dropped from the Old Gold pro- 
gram. This was done March 29 





without announcement or apology 
Mandy Lou was the new substitute 
title adopted oy Old Gold, 


, . 
Ed Lowry’s Option 
Chicago, April 3. 
Ed Lowry, veteran picture house 
m.c., now functioning for Balaban 





i short illness. 


& Katz, has been optioned by NBC 
until April 22. 

Web will try to sell Lowry for a 
radio commercial. | 


H. B. Williams Dies | 


Sydney, March 15 
H. B. Williams, general manager 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- | 
sion, died at Sydney after a very | 


Ether Over L. A. Thick with Religion; 
60 Hours Weekly 


Stations Lifesaver 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Religion is currently the salva- 
tion of radio stations hereabouts. 
Aerial preachments are holding up 
broadcasters whose other commer- 
cial business, with the exception 
of proprietary medicines, has been 
on a gradual downgrade the last 
six months. 

Top for sky piloting has just been 
reached with 60 hours a week now 
being sold by local outlets to vari- 
ous churches, denominations and 
societies which preach at full com- 
mercial prices. This does not in- 
clude the 12 hours a week that 
Aimee Semple McPherson, or her 
cohorts, are on the air from her own 
station. 

Nearly all the orthodox creeds are 
using radio as an adjunct to church 
work. Plus this are several clerics 
without pulpits who spout and have 
the air as their only outlet. 

Passing around the contribution 
box for an air church service is a 
trick in itself. It’s one of those 
intimate little talks about the ne- 
cessity of money to carry on the 
g00d work, and ‘will you please mail 
your contributions,’ etc. 

Most prompt in payment on the 
stations’ lists are the clerics, A 
proof, if nothing more, that the ra- 
dio contribution box is a success. 


Kahns Divorcing, It’s 
Hannah and Columbo 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Immediately following her di- 
vorce from Roger Wolfe Kahn at 
Reno Hannah Williams will prob- 
ably marry Russ Columbo. Latter 
arrived here a few days ago from 
the east by plane after cancelling a 
10-weeks’ theatre tour. 

Meanwhile, NBC’s San Francisco 
office has submitted the Williams- 
Columbo combination to Standard 
Oil with a script titled, ‘True Ro- 
mance,’ 

Columbo cancelled his tour with 
band at Cincinnati. Orchestra re- 
turned to New York. 











‘ b 
Or Else’ Clause 
Chicago, April 3. 
Nunn-Bush shoes will sponsor a 
Pat Flannagan sports talk over 
WBBM. Starts April 12 and con- 
tinues during the baseball season. 


Deal is unusual in that the contract 
specifies that WPBM can spot the 


Nunn-Fush program before or after 
the ball game at the station’s con- 
venience, although before game time 


is the nominal spot for it. 


GRACE LaRUE ON AIR 


Hollywood, April 3. 
On for two nights as a tester, 
Grace LaRue returns to KMTR in 
| two weeks to solo in a nightly 15<- 
minute session. 
Station hopes to grab a commere- 
i cial for the former vaudevillian, 
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East 


About $10,000 damage the result 
of a fire in the studio of WAMC, 
Anniston, Ala. Station in the Ala- 
bama hotel and blaze confined to 
studio. 

M. H. Aylesworth and his Chicago 
NBC chief, Niles Trammel, made 
one of those sudden trips together 
to Washington. 

Dave Rubinoff is having himself 
routed for one-nighter dance dates. 

With Jeff Sparks at WAAT, Jer- 
sey City, no longer, Dale Kennedy, 
program director, and Walter Keller 
are splitting his spieler assignment 
between them. 

J. A. Murphy is doing ‘The Coun- 
try Store’ show over WCAU, Philly 
with Mabel Paige. Murphy is also 
authoring the continuity. 

Radio Syndicate, New York City, 
has taken over the mike and yvaude 
direction of Anthony Pesci and is 
billing him as ‘The Wandering Min- 
strel.’ 

Bob Taplinger, CBS p.a., 
delivering his squibs by taxi. 

Cecil, Warwick and Cecil is still 
auditioning the ‘Old Bill’ script for 
the Warner account, with NBC the 





is now 
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9:30, E.S.T. 12: 30. 1 A.M. 
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NIGHTLY j 


ST. MORITZ HOTEL, N. Y. 
Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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SOCIETY’S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW APPEARING 


CARLTON e 
CLUB 


150 WEST 54TH ST., NEW YORK 











THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIivoT 


OLD GOLD 
WABC EVERY WEDNESDAY, 
10-10.30 P. M., COAST TO COAST 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 











KIT-CAT 
LONDON 


ROY FOX 
BAND 


B.B.C. Network Decca Records 

















“ABE 


LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues.. Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 


aoe 


beginning with April 10. 
made to get in after Amos 'n’ Andy. 


Covington, 
standard last week by releasing a 
new rate card for 
etherizer printed on gold stock. 


and the facilities of 
Francisco, 


que, 
Ore., to cut their air time about 50% 
until June 1. 
agricultural colleges in their re- 
spective states. 


Bradley, 
clergyman, united Larry Fisk, sound 
engineer, and Thelma Jasper, secre- 
tary to Bobby Brown, program di- 


wee hours of March 18. 
their marriage a secret from other 


poet ee bee eas PS ee i 





destined release, if and when 
okayed. 

NBC is playing 
‘Doodle Sockers’ idea (a WLW, 
Cincy, origination), with hearings 
for the stanza given to Fields and 
Hall, Irene Taylor, Ten Eyke, a 
Tommy Rockwell discovery, and a 
seven-piece instrumental unit. 
Among the latest candidates for 


the Fleischmann Thursday night 


around with a 


session submitted by NBC are Je- 
rome Mann, Olive Olsen, Bob Hope, 
Carlton and Ballon, Edith Evans 


and Loretta Saver. 
Mills-Rockwell, notwithstanding 
the release sent out by the CBS 
press dept., say that the Mills 
Brothers will not go on as a sus- 
taining feature following their re- 
tirement by Chipso. 

Westinghouse switches its Oc- 


tavius Roy Cohen mystery to 7:15 


nights 
Shift 


EST Mon., Wed. and Sat. 


Another shuffle is the Tasty Yeast 


Jesters from Mon. to Wed. 8:30 p.m. 


EST. 
A rep of the new Ed Wynn net- 


work has been in Cincy for the past 
week dickering for contact with a 
station here. 
all but WFBE, 100-watter, are lined 
up with NBC or CBS. 


Of the five in Cincy 


L. B. Wilson, 
Ky., 


prexy of WCKY, 
went on a gold 


the 5,000-watt 





West 


Eastern Oregon Broadcasting Co., 





La Grande, Ore., petitioning for H- 
cense to erect 100 watter. 


KVOA, Tucson, Ariz., seeking per- 


mission to change transmitter. 


KROW, Oakland, Cal., requests 
ump in power from 100 to 500 watts 
KFWI, San 


Kay Van Riper of KFWB, Holly- 


wood, leaves the hospital this week 
following a breakdown as a result 
of her Paramount theatre personal 
appearance. 
home, but is not expected back at 
the station for a month. 


She will convalesce at 
FRC permitted KOB, Albuquer- 
N. M., and KOAC, Corvallis, 
Both are operated by 


Permit for KXL, Portland, Ore., to 


move its transmitter rescinded be- 
cause not completed by required 
date. 


KFWB, Hollywood, has resumed 


its weekly picture gossip column 
under a new title, ‘Studio Whispers.’ 
Being handled by George Fischer, 
p.a. at the station. 


Sara Langham, continuity writer, 


returns to KFWB after two months’ 
illness. 


KTAB changes in staff: Jimmie 


Kendrick rejoining as announcer, 


George Taylor coming on as m.c., of 
own hour, and Maurice Gunsky as 
vocalist. 

Russell Garceau from auditing de- 
partment ef Coast NBC to produc- 
tion office and assistant’s desk. 
CBS has centralized all western 
publicity in the office of Harry El- 
liott, Frisco. 


Mid-West 


Rev. Preston 
broadcasting 








Clad in pajamas, 
Chicago 


in matrimony during the 
Couple kept 


rector, 


WBBMers for a week. 

Goodman and Jane Ace start 
broadcasting from the new WGN 
studio in the Chicago Trib tower. 
Formerly did their stuff at the 
Drake hotel. 

Jack Brooks and Norm Sherr, a 
team nowadays, have grabbed an- 


Hollywood Diet Corp. 

Johnny Davis, on 
waukee, 
Doug Fairbanks. 


a Sunday feature on WISN. 


NBC 
the Milwaukee ‘Journal’ station. 
the ball team. 
mond dope on the air nightly. 





Searching for Program 


COLUMBIA PHONO’S 
SUSTAINING DISCS 


New regime heading Columbia 

Phonograph has decided to branch 
into radio sustaining programs. Ap- 
propriation of $25,000 for the pur- 
pose has been set aside with Henry 
V. Walker, formerly of the CBS 
sales staff, to handle the selling end. 
Ed Conne will do the talent booking 
for this division. 
Policy in mind calls for the pro- 
duction of almost every type of pro- 
gram on the air, with discs to be 
sold in series of 13 to stations. 
Though ths majority of the record- 
ings will run 15 minutes, five and 
10-minute programs will also be 
turned out. Recording outfit believes 
that stations are now more inclined 
to break up the 15-minute segments 
for advertisers and also to charge 
for these lesser slices of the clock 
at proportionate rates. 


CHESTERFIELD MAY STICK 


Until June 1—Ponders Leaving Air 
to Competitors 














Though it has handed into CBS a 
cancellation notice, effective April 
15, there is a possibility that Chest- 
erfield will remain on the network 
until June 1. 

With Lucky Strike maintaining its 
Thursday night sessions to June 29, 
and Old Gold talking about a re- 
newal of its Fred Waring presenta- 
tion, Chesterfield is giving second 
thought to leaving the air. 
Viewpoint of Chesterfield is that 
it will stay on with its present six- 
times a week schedule or not at all. 
If continuing plans are to renew the 
contracts of both Bing Crosby and 
Ruth Etting. 


Radio’s Ritz 


(Continued from page 1) 

lic’s tastes revealed that of the 10 
most popular radio stars, only one 
claimed radio parentage. That was 
Rudy Vallee. The others were all 
from the stage, most of them hav- 
ing been etage stars before they 
found the air, or vice versa. 

Now the rush from Broadway to 
Fifth and Madison avenues has 
commenced in the exec end, Against 
the number of performers that have 
made the jump the number of execs 
to have migrated thus far has been 
small, but the few ‘that have landed 
on the radio side of the fence have, 
on merit alone, shown up the non- 
showmen of radio with ease, 

Radio now expects showmen to 
take over the executive posts of 
radio, just as the stars of show 
business have captured the micro- 
phones, from all indications. The 
average theatre showman, finding 
his own business not so hot, nat- 
urally eyed the ether. 

Of the original all-radio talent, a 
scarce handful has survived the in- 
vasion from without. The Wynns, 
Cantors, Downeys, Smiths, White- 
mans, Pearls and the others have 











other commercial over WBBM, the 


WISN, Mil- 
could easily double for 


Al Gullickson and accordion now 


Don MeNeill, over two years with 
on the Coast, back at WTMJ, 


Russ Winnie at Hot Springs with 
WTMJ gets his dia- 


William B. Warner_Co., respon- 
sible for the Warden Lawes series 
on NBC, is scouting for a program 
to carry the tag of one of its de- 
odorant products. Idea was offered 
to Bing Crosby, but no connection 
was made. 

Lawes show, plugging Sloan's 
Liniment, has been extended for a 
couple of broadcasts and will wind 

















up as of April 23 


crowded out the biggest non-show 
names. A few have resisted the 
competish, such as Vallee and Amos 
’n’ Andy, but the majority has faded 
Even A. and A. trace their theatri- 
cal birth to the theatre, having been 
a small-time blackface team B. R. 
(before radio). 

It’s getting so that radio’s effete 
east side ether merchandizers now 
practically admit that their business 
needs Broadway’s application of 
practical showmanship. Radio sell- 
ing is now considerably more than 
a matter of sales graphs, high 
mathematical listener percentages 
and involved break-downs. The 
important thing now is how good 
is the show, how will it entertain, 
and will it interest ’em enough to 
sell them product? That’s where 
Broadway and Broadway's show- 
manship fit in. 

While those of radio who so 
loudly voiced their objections to the 
Broadway invasion up to a year ago 
or so are still objecting, they can't 
stem the tide. Show business is 
moving in. 

The sad but true picture con- 
fronting the 100% radioites is that 
of Broadway and Fifth avenue 
crossing once more above 23d street. 





Judy-Jill Quit NBC 
Chicago, April 3. 

Judy and Jill, otherwise Mrs. Ed- 
ward Davis and Mrs. Juliet Barker, 
after 14 months as an NBC local 
sustaining act, have switched to 
WEBM, local CBS outlet. Sponsor- 
ship reported in sight. 

Both ladies are from academic 
circles and deliver lectures’ to 
women's clubs, et al. 





Singing Hotel Mgr. 





Chicago, April 3. 
Possibly the only public sing- 
ing hotel manager in this coun- 
try is Joe Palise, of the Morri- 
son hotel here. This trumps 
the old-time singing waiter. 
Palise yodels via radio as 
part of the regular orchestral 
broadcast from the hotel din- 
ing room for KYW. It is his 
maiden endeavor as a profes- 
sional entertainer, 


CROSS-THREATS IN L. A. 
TANGLE OVER REMOTES 


Los Angeles, April ‘3. 


Threat of the Los Angeles’ mu- 
sicians’ union to stop remote con- 
trol musical programs over any 
station which discharges all its 
musicians has been met, it is re- 
ported, with a counter-threat by 
local broadcasters, 

The outlets are said to have 
agreed that should any one station 














lose its remote period by this 
means, all stations will immedi- 
ately drop their hotel and cafe 
hook-ups. 





KFWB’s Amateur Kid 
Search for ‘Hi-Jinks’ 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Kids between 12 and 17 will be 
given a crack at radio by KFWB, 


| ASK FOR DETAILS IN 
RICHARDSON VS. WYNN 


T. W. Richardson's suit against 
Ed Wynn and the latter's Amalga- 
mated Broadcasting System has 
reached the bill of particulars stage. 
Justice McCook, in the New York 
Supreme Court, last week agreed 
with the comic’s attorneys that 
Richardson should make his com- 
plaint more specific. This particu. 
larly refers as to how, when and 
where the contract, which the plain- 
tiff claims was violated, was agreed 
to by Wynn, 

Richardson, describing himself in 
the complaint as the originator of 
the plan on which the Amalgamated 
hopes to operate, has asked the 
court that the comedian and Ota 
Gygi be restrained from disposal of 
ABS and also for an accounting of 
the salary that Wynn, he says, 
agreed to pay him. Richardson al- 
leges he was frozen out of his 25% 
interest in the network, declaring 
Wynn informed him that this in- 
est has been turned over to a group 
of ‘out-of-town business men who 
would test out their theories of 
chain broadcasting over a few sta- 
tions between Baltimore and New 
York.’ 

Since Richardson originally 
his suit, Wynn, at a dinner for 
newspapermen, announced himself 
as the active head of this new idea 
in chain broadcasting, and Lehman 
Brothers, bankers, have press bul- 
letined where Amalgamated will be 
housed. 





filed 








which has issued a call for young- 
sters for auditions with the inten- 
tion of spotting the passable ones 
on a junior ‘Hi-Jinks’ program, 
Broadcast will be a one timer as 
substitute for the weekly ‘Hi- 
Jinks’ vaude program, but kids who 
show signs of talent will be prom- 
ised spots on future programs, 
It’s the first instance locally of 
a station looking for talent from 
the amateur field. 


COUNTER-PROPOSITION 


NAB Meeting Mills Today—Newton 
Baker Not Attending 











National Association of Broad- 
casters has worked out a counter 
proposition on the music tax, with 
its copyright committee scheduled 
to meet E. C. Mills and discuss it 
today (Tuesday). It will then be 
up to Mills to relay the details of 
his pourparlers to a meeting of the 
ASCAP board of directors Thurs- 
day (6). 

American Society on Jan. 18 in- 
formed the NAB that the ASCAP 
members were as dissatisfied with 
the ‘formula expressed in the pres- 
ent license agreement as the broad- 
casters can possibly be’ and offered 
to meet with NAB reps for the pur- 
pose of revising the sustaining fee 
and commercial tax setup. 

At today’s get-together Newton 
D. Baker, legal headman for the 
broadcasters, will not be present. 
Representing him will be Joseph 
Hostetler from Baker’s Cleveland 
law office. 





Marlboro Cig Pluggers 
Switch to Another Brand 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
After plugging Marlboro cigarets 
for the first five weeks of their six- 
month contract, Sam Coslow and 
the Raymond Paige orchestra were 
switched by the Philip Morris To- 
bacco Co. to the Philip Morris cig- 





NOW APPEARING 
This Week (Mar. 31) 
LOEW’S STATE 
NEW YORK 
And Also 


: 7th Ave., 52nd St., 
CLUB LIDO, New York City 











VINCENT 


TRAVERS’ 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


COCOANUT GROVE 


HOTEL WALTON, PHILA., PA. 





Exclusive Management 


COLUMBIA 


Broadcasting System 
WCAU-WABC 
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| “Lady o’ the Radio” 


JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS 


Direction, Morrison & Winkler, 
Park Central Hotel, 


| 
New York City ae 





gie, which has reduced its price 





from a quarter to 15¢e. Marlboros 
stay at 20c. 

Program originates at KHJ for 
the coast CBS chain. 


BUCHANAN’S NEW SPOT 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Stuart Buchanan, loaned by KNX 
for the principal part in the weekly 
‘Charles the Second,’ English Cor- 
onets series at KFWB, is out of that 
part to fulfill a previous set weekly 
engagement at KFI,. 

Gale Gordon, who was ‘Henry 
VIII in an earlier Coronets series, 
replaces him. 


SWEETEN AT KFRC 
San Francisco, April 3. 

Claude Sweeten, for years conduc- 
tor at RKO’s Golden Gate and Or- 
pheum here, becomes musical direc- 
tor at KFRC, Don Lee-CBS chain. 
He succeeds Walter Kelsey, out last 
week. 

Another KFRC change is Mel 
Venter, ex-KFBK, Sacramento, as 
announcer. He supplements the va- 
cancy left by Walter Bunker, Jr., 








‘Creating a New Style In Music 


PAUL 
SABIN 


And His Orchestra 


Every Tuesday and Thursday 
WEAF (NBC) at 7.30 P.M. E.S.T. 


OHRBACH HOUR 


Also Featured in Columbia ‘Shorts’ 
(Hal Skelly Series) 


Personal Management 
HARRY MOSS, (650 Broadway, 


mum Sale! Sale! 
The Gags All Here! 


At our prices even Milton Berle 
says they're a steal! 


GAGS 


Al Sieniitatne Brecher 
“The House That Joke Built” 
Reom 1210. 545 Sta Av., New York, MU 2-4976 


New York 


























who has left for Europe. 





Nie 




















em td Oh ot oh Get tee fo Ot om 6 awk le 


os 6 8 


nn) 











ist 
ae 
as 


rk 
ed 
at 
ne 
ule 
nd 
li- 
ed 


in 
of 


he 


ail Ute 





ith 





ee 


Y 
i) 
ee 


a Ff 


pire 














Dhan 


Open for Engagements from May 1 


Tuesday, April 4, 1933 





RADIO 


VARIETY 31 











— 














—— 


Rev. Father Coughlin’s 
Stair Rebuttal Draws 
Record Radio Audience 


Detroit, April 3. 
Father Coughlin, radio _ station 
WIR and 26 other NBC chain sta- 
tins, have been threatened with a 
libel suit by E. D. Stair, publisher 
of the Detroit ‘Free Press’ and for- 





merly in show biz as Stair & 
Havlin. 
Suit, it is understood, will be 


based on’ statements made by Fa- 
ther Coughlin over the chain hook- 
up Sunday (26) on his regular 
weekly broadcast. The Rev. Cough- 
lin commented on _ Stair’s al- 
leged activities as president of De- 
troit Bankers Co. 

Suit and threatened counter-suit 
have caused considerable comment 
with odds being offered from any 
angle, including that neither side 
will actually sue. Counter-suit by 
Father Coughlin is supposed to be 
based on claims made in the ‘Free 
Press’ that the priest used money 
illegaly that was donated to his 
Shrine of the Little Flower. 

It was announced by Leo Fitz- 
patrick of WJR that no attempt 
would be made to censor the broad- 
cast to be made Sunday (2) by Fa- 
ther Coughlin, but that the affili- 
ated stations could decide their 
own course of action regarding the 
subsequent broadcasts. 

Father Coughlin has been broad- 
casting for several years from, his 
parish just north of Detroit, where 
he built the Shrine of the Little 
Flower with donations from hear- 
ers of his radio talks. Starting in 
a small way, he has gradually 
worked up his following to the 
point where he buys a chain period 
like any commercial and offers a 
semi-religious period. Last year he 
used part of the Columbia chain, 
including the then local CBS out- 
let, WXYZ. This year he switched 
to a hookup of indie stations. 





Interest in Bombing 
One of the record high listening 
audiences red-lettered 4 p. m. Sun- 
day (2) for the Rev. Coughlin’s talk 
as result of nation-wide publicity 
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Write c/o Variety 


(SIGMUND SCHATZ 


and His Castle Harbour Orchestra 
Second Successful Season at the 
} Finest Resort Hotel in the 
Western Hemisphere 


) Castle Harbour, Bermuda : 























IMMERMAN & SON. Inc. 


156 WEST 44th ST., NEW YORK 
» SUPERIOR COLORED TALENT 
or Radio and Stage, Building Acts, Re- 
vues. Orchestrating and Arranging, Lessons in 
all types of Stage and Exhibition Dancing 
a Upusual Voice Culture Method 
STUDIO AVAILABLE BY THE HOUR 
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Sponsored by 
SWIFT & CO. 
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N.B.C, Coast to Coast 





Watching the Mail 





Winnipeg, April 3. 

Up this Dominion way radio 
talent doesn’t expect and 
doesn’t get, a high monetary 
reward. But what seems a 
new low has been struck by a 
local comedy team. 

Act thought it was going to 
get $15 for its first broadcast, 
settled for $10 and the station 
thought that was too much. 
So the twosome is still on the 
air—under a guarantee of $5 
against five cents for every 
fan letter they get. 











given the bombing of his residence 
in Detroit. The bombing, coming 
close on the heels of a sensational 
excoriation by the priest on the 
Detroit banking system, further 
centered the nation’s ears on the 
cleric’s broadcast. 

While as dynamic in general de- 
livery, much of the last talk was 
more bombast than actual sensa- 
tionalism, indicating a_ restraint, 
some of which was admirable 
enough, but chiefly induced, it is 
presumed, by legislative or and 
other restrictive precautions. 

There was a note of sensational- 
ism when the priest cautioned his 
listeners that should a breach in the 
etheral communication occur that 
they stand by a few minutes for lo- 
cal station announcement. This 
warning was fraught with dramatic 
potentialities, but it might just as 
well have been a means to safe- 
guard the local stations which, if 
electing to shut off the air waves, 
could blame it on something else. 

Rev. Coughlin seemingly was hedg- 
ing a little, grudgingly compromis- 
ing on his personal attacks on E. D. 
Stair, former showman (Stair & 
Havlin) and now publisher of the 
Detroit ‘Free Press” and prominent 
in the automotive city’s civic and 
banking affairs. The publisher is 
currently vacationing in Florida. 

The Rev. Coughlin mentioned that 
efforts had been made to deprive 
him of the freedom of speech—con- 
trasting this with the avowed ‘Free 
Press’ of the Detroit newspaper 
publisher whom he had attacked— 
and that letters had been written 
the Federal Radio Commission and 
the affiliated broadcasting stations 
of possible legal action. This, in it- 
self, created some thought for the 
radio initiates who recognize that a 
disseminating broadcasting station 
might become liable in the event of 
libel litigation. 

The cleric, with admirable re- 
straint, didn’t dwell on the bombing 
of his residence. The announcer 
casually mentioned that it had be- 
come a well-known front-page item 
in the past week, and that was suf- 
ficient identification. Likewise ef- 
fective was the passing commentary 
that the roadways leading to the 
Little Church of the Flowers, which 
is the Rev. Coughlin’s parish, in 
Detroit, were clogged with eager 
humanity. 

Shows’ Big Rib 

Rev. Coughlin gave the show 
business a littie rib in commenting 
on Stair’s supposedly ‘ill-gotten 
gains’, also citing documents on file 
in the Wayne County clerk’s office 
(Detroit) mentioning saloon and 
other offside interests in association 
with the personalities and enter- 
prise which have centered the 
priest’s ire of late. 

For all his anti-show sympathy, 
the showmanship attending the 
Rev.’s broadcasts is something 
worthy of many a professional radio 
entertainer’s serious attention, for 
some pointers on suspense and 
etheral technic. 

The talk was heard in New York 
through WOR. 


DeCordoba-Osborne’s 26 Wks. 


Pedro de Cordoba and the Will 
Osborne band start a daytime series 
for Kre-Mel of the Corn Products 
Corp. Monday (9) over a 28-station 
CBS hookup. Quarter-hour stanza, 
clocked for three times a week, will 
be labeled ‘The Friendly Philoso- 
pher.’ 

Time contract with the network 
calls for a minimum of 26 weeks. 








Kogen Back and Busy 
Chicago, April 8. 
Harry Kogen is back at NBC as 
musical conductor. He gets thé 
Monday night Sinclair Minstrel job 
and also the Sunday ‘Northwestern 
Chronicle’ assignment from Yeast- 
foam, 
Kogen was the original leader for 
Yeastfoam several years ago. 





Paul Whiteman is not renewing 
with the Rhythm Boys. Irene Tay- 
lor, her contract expired, is already 
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off the Whiteman payrot. 


AGENCY SENDS V. P. 
TO PROBE PRIORITY 


Chicago, April 3. 

Frank W. Harwood, vice-presi- 
dent of Lennon a:.d Mitchell agency, 
made a special trip to Chicago last 
week to settle the dispute over 
‘Magnolia, Mammy: of the Kitchen,’ 
which has been on the Old Gold 
program for the past six weeks. 
Fanny May Baldridge, local radio 
entertainer, asserts priority dating 
back to 1919 in theatres and 1931 
on the radio for the character and 
billing. Artie ell has been doing 
Magnolia for Old Gold. 

Miss Baldridge and her present 
sponsor, Spray-X, seex merely to 
obtain the exclusive rights to the 
name and billing and apparently 
have no desire to recover damages. 
Although Miss Baldridge’s present 
sponsorship dates only from March 
1, she presented her program for 
97 weeks over NBC as a sustaining 
turn. She is now on WGN (Co- 
lumbia). 

After serving notice through at- 
torneys on March 15, Miss Bald- 
ridge had phonograph records made 
of the Old Gold programs March 22- 
29. It was anticipated that the 
cigaret account might change the 
name of its Negro character and 
end the incident by acknowledging 
the priority. But Harwood, speak- 
ing for Lennon and Mitchell, 
spurned the suggestion of an air 
announcement that the Magnolia 
character had been originated by 
Miss Baldridge and Artie Bell’s in- 
terpretation was mimickry. How- 
ever, the moniker was changed to 
Mandy Lou on last Wednesday’s 
(29) Old Gold show. 


KHJ Free Air Plugs for 
Hollywood Bowl Concerts 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

KHJ, local CBS outlet, is donat- 
ing one hour a week to exploitation 
for the coming Hollywood Bowl 
period. Bowl programs will be sym- 
phony concerts by various amateur 
combinations. All concerts will go 
over the Don Lee chain. 

First program will be by the Los 
Angeles Business Men’s orchestra. 
Other amateur and community com- 
binations to go on the air on suc- 
cessive weeks will be the Pasadena 
Community orchestra, Santa Bar- 
bara Symphony, San Diego Sym- 
phony, Pomona Valley orchestra, 
Monrovia.Community orchestra, L. 
A. Women’s symphony and the 
Scottish Rights orchestra, 


NBC BUREAU DUTIES 


McCaffrey on Fleischmann Talent 
—Stratton, Theatre End 

















Duties outlined for Bill McCaffrey, 
who joined the NBC Artists Service 
Saturday (1), will confine him to 
contacting the advertising agencies. 
McCaffrey, formerly an RKO booker, 
will submit acts for the weekly 
Fleischmann variety show, which 
assignment puts~- him in future 
charge of auditioning such candi- 
dateg recruited from vaudeville. 
Readjustments of assignments in 
the artists service leaves the book- 
ing of NBC talent for theatres to 
Chester Stratton and Ruby Cowan, 
latter also continuing to pilot the 
Monday night auditions. 

L. J. Fitzgerald, formerly head of 
the artists’ bureau’s Chicago branch, 
is in the home office with his con- 
cert booking under the jurisdiction 
of George Engels, v. p. in charge of 
talent sales. 


Seek Wynn’s Sub 


Texaco is chasing a substitute 
name to slip into the Ed Wynn spot 
this summer when the comic goes 
west to make a jiicture. Wynn’s 
departure is tentatively figured for 
late May. 

Contract between Wynn 
Texaco has 30 weeks to go. 


Aylesworth as Clincher 


NEC looks set for another oi. ac- 
count. It’s the Good Gulf brand. 

M. H. Aylesworth stepped into 
the negotiations last week by tak- 
ing a trip with Niles Trammel, his 
Chicago branch chief, to Pittsburgh 
for a meeting with the heads of th« 
Gulf Oil Co. 








and 





New Canada Dry Bili 
Canada Dry yesterday (Monday) 
auditioned a new program compris- 
ing Sid Silvers, Jean Sargent, jabs 
Lyon, Billy Hillpot and the Lenny 
Hayton orchestra. 
Line-up was submitted by Mor- 





Always in Character 





Chicago, April 3. 

Clara, Lu and Em never go 
to night clubs for what is pos- 
sibly a unique reason among 
entertainers. To be seen or 
reported in such places would 
be to step out of character and 
to break the illusion that they 
are the simple country yokels 
they impersonate on the air. 
Hence, the girls avoid every- 
thing and anything which 
might suggest they are sophis- 
ticated or worldly. 

Clara, Lu and Em in private 
do only the things that they 
believe Clara, Lu and Em, as 
radio characters, would con- 
done, 











Big Seating Capacitiees 
For Expo Radio Studios 


Chicago, April 3. 

Radio arrangements for the Cen- 
tury of Progress Exposition, as 
worked out here by NBC and CBS, 
call for both networks to loan the 
fair equipment for one studio apiece. 
Each studio, however, will be freely 
accessible to -ny and all broadcast- 
ers who may use the equipment 
gratis but bring along their own 
microphones. Independent stations 
not affiliated with either web will 
be on a par with NBC and CBS at 
the fair. 
There will be 650 seats in each of 
the two studios besides a third and 
larger studio to be set up by the 
fair itself and to contain a regular 
stage and a considerably larger 
seating capacity. 








Jas. Hanley Fills Open 
Radio Commish Spot 


Washington, April 3. 
Confirmation of James H. Hanley 





brings membership of Federal 
Radio Commission up to full quota. 
FRC had been operating with only 
three members pending new ap- 
pointments by Roosevelt. 

Hanley, Omaha attorney, was as- 
sociated with Arthur F. Mullen, 
vice-chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee. He will rep- 
resent the Fourth Zone replacing 
Charles McK. Saltzman who re- 
signed last July from the FRC. 

Eugene O. Sykes, representing 
Third Zone, whose term expired 
Feb. 23 was reappointed two weeks 
ago. 

Post of secretary to the commis- 
sion goes to Herbert L. Petty, Kan- 
sas City, radio director of last 
Democratic Campaign Committee. 
Petty succeeds James W. Baldwin, 
who resigned to go with National 
Association of Broadcasters March 
i. 

Petty was connected with Metro 
for a while. 


42 SESSION RENEWAL 


‘Roses and Drums’ May Return to 
Chi If Stages There Revive 











Chicago, April 8.] 

‘Roses and Drums’’ program, 
sponsored by Union Central Life In- 
surance, Cincinnati, has renewed 
with Columbia for 42 broadcasts. 
But these need not be consecutive, 
which suggests the account is con- 
sidering a summer vacation. Last 
year it went right through the warm 
weather. 

Although a Chicago account and 
originally broadcasting from here, 
program was moved to Manhattan 
some months ago because of the 
hardships of getting ‘names’ for 
its Sunday casts in legit shriveled 
Chicago. However, program may 
come back to Chicago for a time 
during the World’s Fair to get in 
on the excitement, ~ 


Patterson’s Chi 0. 0. 


Chicago, April 3. 
Richard C. Patterson, executive 
vice-president of NBC, arrived in 
Chicago Saturday (1) escorted by 
Niles Trammel, Chicago v.p. 
It’s Patterson’s first visit to the 
Chicago branch. 





CBS Auditions While 
NBC Talks It Over 
With Anheuser-Busch 


If the 
any air ballyhooing, thinks the 
program department, it should be 
carried on with dignity and class 
plus. To this end the network has 
suggested to Anheuser-Busch a 50- 
piece symphony orchestra under 
Walter Damrosch. Another idea is 
that if the brewer desires, it can 
cut down the orchestra and use 
guest artists from the Metropolitan 
Opera, 


Other execs, however, favor the 
opinion that the potential buyer of 
a glass of beer would more likely 
be interested in a variety show. 

Anheuser-Busch is the first of the 
top national brewers reaching the 
point of talking time rates. 

Columbia has already auditioned 
a session of its own composition 
for this beer firm. Framed to run 
a half-hour, it includes a band un- 
der Nat Shilkret with Walter 
O'Keefe and Lyda Roberti. 





brewers are going to do 
NBC 





Coast Renewal 
Hollywood, April 3. 

Walkers, Los Angeles department 
store, has recontracted for KF WB's 
‘Lone Indian’ program, 

New contract calls for 156 broad- 
casts. This has the Indian bill on 
three nights a week instead of five, 
as formerly, 
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Vaude-Minded Managers Call for 
Theatre Cost Cuts Besides Salaries 


Before vaudeville can even hope 
to stage a big or small comeback 
there must be a readjustment of 
costs ull down the theatre line, it 
is held by most showmen. Just 
the cutting of the actors’ salaries is 
not enough; the cutting, which has 
started with the actors, must ke 
continued in several other depart- 
ments of vaude theatre operation, 
according to general belief, else the 
long awaited vaud return will re- 
main as distant as ever. 

While cuts in the talent end are, 
on a_ general basis, considered 
necessary, it’s only a part of the all- 
around cutting that has to take 
place. The cuts enforced on acts by 
the major booking offices thus far 
have amounted to 25% at best, and 
in many instances not that much, 
with the bookers obliged to make 
up the difference in railroad fares 
and other expense items. But even 
at a full 25%, the cut in the talent 
end amounts to no more than a 10% 
difference in the total cost of vaude 
operation for a theatre, so long as 
the other expenses remain. un- 
changed. 

If only a matter of cutting the 
acts; vaude’s comeback would be 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Chicco Pays Off All 


Acts at Garrick, Chi 


Chicago, April 3. 

Louis Chicco of Consolidated 
Agency reports that all acts that 
played the Garrick during its one 
week television-vaudeville try have 
been paid off. In addition, Consoli- 
dated obtained them additional book- 
ings. 

Betty Burnett goes into the Play- 
ground Cafe for two weeks, Arthur 
3ryson into the Grand Terrace 
cafe, Dr. Harrian Tarbell and San- 
ami and Michi were booked into the 
Orpheum, Madison. 

Harry Foster Welch went to New 
York on business for the Consoli- 
dated office but will return and play 
the Orpheum, Milwaukee, soon, to 
adopt a vaudfilm policy booked by 
Consolidated. 


MILWAUKEE 7-ACTER 
Chicago, April 3. 
Nan Halperin heads the inaugural 
bill for the Alhambra, Milwaukee, 
which starts a seven act policy 
April 7. 
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WRITE—WIRE—FOR OPEN TIME— 
LEIGHTON AND LEFFLER, 141 WEST 44th ST., NEW YORK 








Personal Direction, ROBERT KERR 





Vaude Gaming Ground 
In the Far Northwest 


Seattle, April 3. 

More vaude for the Northwest 
with RKO, Portland, opening April 
6 with five acts and stage band 
policy, and plans hanging fire for 
similar setup for Jensen-von Her- 
berg houses, Roxy in Tacoma, and 
Fox in Seattle. Bookings by Ed- 
ward J. Fisher, Inc., Seattle. RKO 
to have Georgia Stoll as band di- 
rector. 
Vaude situation in this section 
hinges on new contracts with mu- 
sicians and stagehands unions, with 
outlook for reasonable arrangement, 
along lines stated in recent inter- 
view with J. G. von Herberg in 
‘Variety’. 
Keighley & Roscoe, booking Rex 
(Hamrick) five acts, expanding 
route as follows: 
Bellingham, Saturdays; Everett, 
soon; Orpheum, Spokane (NRF), 
four days, opening Wednesdays; 
Lewiston, Ida., Granada, Sundays- 
Mondays. Other towns, including 
Wenatchee expected soon. 
Tacoma, four days, likely soon; 
also week in Vancouver, B. C., and 
week in Portland, in sight. 


Unpaid Grips Hold Up 
N. Y. Hipp Performance 


With the house a week and a half 
in arrears on salaries, stage hands 
at the Hippodrome, New York, held 
up the show for a half hour Friday 
afternoon (31). The union members 
refused to let the stage show go on 
unless paid off in full. They raised 
the asbestos a half hour later when 
the management delivered the sal- 
aries. 

Hipp, in indie vaudfilms, is under 
Cooper & Carroll's operation. A. & B. 
Dow office is booking. So far no 
payoff complaints from the acts. 











Downey’s Coast Weeks 


Morton Downey is slated to play 
three weeks for Fox West Coast 
under a deal arranged through CBS. 
Dates not set but probably early in 


May. Stands ,considered are Los 
Angeles, Oakland and San Fran- 
cisco. 


Downey plays Chicago, week of 
April 14; following at Milwaukee, 
and Omaha. 

Downey is anxious to play the 
Coast. in order to join his wife and 
baby, who are now there. 


Claire’s 2d Thought 


Ted Claire was to have gone gold 
prospecting in New Mexico, but a 
hurry-up F&M call to Toronto 
changed him back into an m. c. 
What’s more, he’s holding over. 

Mrs. Claire’s suggestion, further- 
more, that with beer gardens, etc., 
in prospect, that’s a better outlook 
for an m. c. than being a gold pros- 
pector. The other three of the pro- 
posed foursome carried on regard- 
less. 








MILLS OUT—ILLNESS 

The Mills Bros., current at the 
Regal, Chicago, for B&K, were un- 
able to go on yesterday (Monday) 
when John Mills suffered a sudden 
attack of pneumonia. 

It is likely the coming week Fri- 
day (14) at the Paradise, N. Y., will 
also be cancelled. 





Reopening New Orleans 
Orpheum, New Orleans, is shut 
down, because of the bank holiday 
in that territory, according to RKO 
advices, 
It’s slated to reopen Easter week 
with ‘King Kong’ plus the regular 


MORT SINGER IN IOWA 


Partnership With Morgan Ames 
Expanding 








Chicago, April 3. 

Mort Singer is in partnership with 
Morgan Ames and the pair now 
have three houses in Iowa, Dick 
Bergen, of RKO here, is placing four 
acts on a split week basis between 
the Orpheum, Davenport, and the 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids for the Singer- 
Ames partnership. 
Meanwhile, a_ third 
Columbia in Davenport, was ac- 
quired by Singer-Ames Saturday 
(1), and will operate straight pic- 
tures. Both Singer and Ames are 
headquartering -n Iowa. 


house, the 





Two L. A. Downtowners 
Take On Stage Shows 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Stage attractions go into the 
President and Palace (Principal) 
this week. Former will stage the 
‘Hot From Hollywood’ barnstorm- 
ing outfit, headed by ‘Sunkist’ Ed- 
die Nelson and Bill Dooley, week 
starting Thursday (6), and follow- 
ing day the KFWB Hi-Jinks and 
Big Show featured players start a 
seven-day stand at the Palace, a 
block away. 

Both houses go into a single fea- 
ture policy effective with the stage 
shows, President screening ‘Dan- 
gerously Yours’ while Palace gets 
‘State Fair.’ B. O. tariff at both 
houses will be 25c and 35c with 
latter price in effect all day Sat- 
urday-Sunday. 








Picon in Palestine 


Molly Picon sailed Saturday (1) 
for Palestine for ten days of per- 
sonal appearances there. She comes 
right back immediately afterward. 

Miss Picon completed a round the 
world trip several months ago but 
decided to make this long journey 
for the few dates in order to spend 
the Yiddish Passover holidays in 
Palestine. 








Tuesday, April 4, 1933 


—————= 


MILWAUKEE GETS BRISK 
STAGE SHOW REVIVAL 


Milwaukee, April 3. 
Palace will be added to the growe 











ing list of places where real people 
are getting back on stages on April 
14, 

Harry E. 
of the Palace, returns to handle the 
house for Palace Theatre, Inc., a 
local group. Vaudeville is promised 
plus films, with shows opening on 
Fridays. 

The Palace was originally 
for’ Orpheum shows in association 
with the Majestic. Recently it 
operated as a straight picture the- 
atre under Midwesco, 

The town now has stage shov.: at 
the Riverside, Alhambra, Majestic, 
Davidson and Gayety, in addition to 
the Palace. A few weeks ago there 
were no stage shows, with the ex- 
ception of those at the Davidson 
and Gayety. 

Starting April 27, the Pabst will 
begin operations with a stock com- 
pany directed by Albert Mack, sev- 
eral years ago director for Sherman 
Brown's Players. Popular prices 
will prevail, and present plans in- 
clude guest stars. 

The sudden reversion to flesh 
seems to have been stated by the 
immense popularity of the WLS 
‘Barn Dance’ company that packed 
the Alhambra several weeks ayo, 
The same house is now tenanted by 
the WLS ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 


Billings, first manager 


used 





One Pay Cut Exception 


John Fogarty, air tenor, on 
strength of showing at the Roxy, 
N. Y., has been booked into the Fox, 
Brooklyn, at an increase in salary 
of $200. This will bring the total 
up to $450, but that may not be tke 
permanent salary set for future 
dates. 

Following Brooklyn, F, & M. may 
book Fogarty into Philadelphia or 
Boston. Jimmy Gillespie is repre- 


| senting Fogarty on bookings. 
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HERMAN 


(Formerly Hyde and Burrill) 


HYDE 


Now Assisted by MISS MONA 


Presenting Their New Edition of “A Treat in Travesty” 


A VARIETY MIXTURE SEASONED WITH AND BY INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS 


NOW IN RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 


At RKO ROXY 


Dir.: PAUL DEMPSEY 
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Say No Unionism Behind ABA Title 
Change; Chains Okay Benefit Angle 


—-—-— + 


Sanction of the A. B. A., organized 
by actors to fight the benefit show 
evil, was reported given by the four 
major variety circuits at one of their 
tri-weekly booking office sessions 
last week. It remains for the ac- 
tors’ association to officially ask the 
circuits for their standing in the 
matter. This was done by letter 
yesterday (Monday). 

During the week the association 
changd its name to Actors’ Better- 
ment Association, switching the 
middle word, which had been Bene- 
fit. Whether this means widening 
the organization’s scope to apply to 
other actor matters besides bene- 
fits, wasn’t stated. In its letter to 
the circuits the association declared 
its specific purpose is to combat the 


benefit evil, without thought of 
unionism or organization for other 
purposes. 


No Met Show? 

As part of the circuit recognition 
of the A. B. A., it’s understood the 
NVA Fund drive the week of April 
21 will not include the usual benefit 
performance at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, New York, unless with 


the consent of the new organiza- 
tion. 
Several benefits over the past 


weekend were officially overlooked 
by the A. B. A.’s board of governors, 
as members had pledged themselves 
to play them prior to joining the 
A. B. A. Among them was the bene- 
fit for the Roosevelt swimming pool. 
staged by the New York ‘News’ 
Saturday night (1) at the Capitol 
The newspaper advised the A, B. A. 
that the pool fund is oversubscribed 
and that part of the surplus will 
be turned over to the latter for dis- 
tribution among the various theatri- 
eal charities. 

Several members left the anti- 
benefit mecting at the Edison hotel 
early to plav the benefit at 
Capitol. 


Winchell Didn’t Take 
25%, Cut, Bernie Did 


Walter Winchell refused to take 
the 25% cut from his $7,000 salary 
at the Brooklyn Paramount last 
week. It was announced that ne 
had accepted it following his week 
at the New York Par, along with 
the Ben Bernie band. 

Bernie, at $6,500, agreed to the 
reduction, but Winchell held out, 
although permitting Publix to inti- 
mate he had accepted. 

As did the New York house the 
week before, the Brooklyn Par lost 
money last week with the Winchell- 
Bernie combination. Gross was 
$26,000, against the $12,000 cost of 
the two headline acts. ; 


Frank Strawn, Pianist, 


Omaha, April 3. 

Frank Strawn, Orpheum pit pian- 
ist, died as result of injuries suffered 
in an auto crash near Sabetha, Kan. 

Martino Rossi of New York, singer, 
was in the car and suffered a bruised 
chest, but was able to continue to 
Wichita, Kan., where he was sched- 
uled for a concert. 

Lucius Pryor of Council Bluffs, Ia., 
concert service manager, suffered «a 
broken leg and scalp wounds, and 
his son, Philip, who was driving. the 
ear, received a broken collar bone 
and fractured pelvis. 

The car skidded in the snow and 
struck a culvert. 


Gold-Raye Divorce Up 


Sidney Goldstein appears before 
Referee Thomas W. Churchill in the 
New York Supreme Court today 
(4) to tell why he should be granted 
a divorce from his wife, Rita T. 
Goldstein, with whom he formerly 
did an act under the team name of 
Gold and Raye. Mrs. Goldstein is 
not defending the action. 

Named in the suit is an unknown 
cé-respondent. The Goldsteins were 


the | 











' ments, 


Killed in Auto Crash °°"™"* 
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Jessel-Talmadge Head 
Loew Percentage Unit 


Norma Talmaage and George 
Jesse], on percentage, start a four- 
week Loew trip April 21 in Wash- 
ington, with the State, Valencia and 
Paradise in New York to follow. 

, Deal is between Loew and the 
William Morris office and requires 
the latter to supply the whole bill 
in addition to the two names. Jessel 
closes with the Eddie Cantor road- 
show after this week. 


ACTS BALK AT 
SHORT CHI 
PAY-OFFS 








RKO is having considerable diffi- 
culty talking acts into making the 
1,000-mile jump to Chicago for a 
week at the RKO Palace there, only 
at the 





to be paid off short end of 


the engagement. House has been | 
handing out part salaries to acts | 
for the past three weeks, te!ling 
them to take it or leave it, and 
verbally promising to deliver the 
baiance ‘later.’ 

Another vaude spot where the 


short payoff has prevailed lately is 
the Fanchon & Mareo-booked Pub- 
lix Metropolitan, Boston, This the- 
atre is being operated by the re- 
ceivers. Among complaints was that 
of CBS, over the abbreviated salary 
for its piano team, Fray and Brag- 
siotti for a Sunday (19) date at 
the Boston Met. 

The radio network also entered a 
squawk against the Chicago Palace 
after its‘Tony Wons got only 75% 
of his salary for a week there, with 
a 90-day note for the balance. 
Vaude turns without network repre- 
sentation haven't even been able to 
get a note for the balance. 

When the RKO Chicago payoff 
time arrives, acts are simply ad- 
vised that with business off there 
isn’t enough money on hand to pay 
off in full. The RKO New York 
booking office is being severely 
criticized for sending acts to Chi- 
cago with the understanding they’ll 
receive full salary, despite the the- 
atre had not been paying in full 
for over a month. 

CBS says it is considering a de- | 
mand for its acts to receive their 
salaries in advance of all engage- 
should the short payoffs 


Free Open Air Show in 


cently learned that under 
conditions, even a comparatively ex- 
cellent week’s gross with high sal- 
aried turns isn’t sufficient to war- 


the 
shows, with no heavy stage costs. 


;} mount 
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CUT SALARIES PLUS RR 
FARES SAVE NOTHING 


RKO is now obliged to pay trans- 
the 
salaries, due to the cuts, in order to 
get 
New York to New Orleans and Chi- 


portation expenses besides 


acts to make the jumps from 


cago. The two cities are 1,400 and 
1,000 miles away, respectively, from 
the booking office. 

As the balance of the 
nine and a half weeks of RKO time 
is confined to the with 
Boston the furthest away, there are 
no jump-breakers between New 
YorX and the N. O. and Chi weeks, 
necessitating direct jumps to both 
places. 

Payment of railroad fares has in 
some instances brought the cost of 
acts for N. O. and Chi to a point 
where the former regular salaries 
are equalled, which makes it impos- 
sible for the two out of town RKO 
dates to benefit from the four-cir- 
cuit joint salary reductions. 

Acts that travel by auto do not 
get the railroad rate, but the eircuit 
pays them the equivalent to the 
cost of a bus trip on a per person 
basis. There’s no longer a ban at 
RKO against traveling by car. 
Formerly acts were threatened with 
cancellation if failing to travel by 
rail. 

Under the cut salary plus fare ar- 
rangement, the cut is giving the 
railroad more of a break than the 
eircuits, 


remaining 


northeast, 


BWAY LUXERS 
OFF COST ACTS 


There’s no dis 5sition just now on 


tee part of the Broadway picture 
houses to go for heavy money 
‘names’ on ther stages, with or 


without the salary cuts. Experi- 
ences of the past few weeks with 
‘names’ ranging in price from $5,000 
to $20,000 were sad enough to put 
a damper on the film theatres’ des- 
perate bids for box office attractions. 

Neither the Paramount nor the 
Capitol on Proadway is willing to 
take a chance at this moment with 
fancy salaried ‘names.’ Both re- 
current 


rant the stage expencitures. 


For the time being they prefer 
soft pedal system for stage 


For the first time in several years 
neither the Capitol nor the Para- 
has a sirsle ‘name’ act 
booked for the future. 





Robey’s Rice Single 
Andy Rice is writing a new act 
for Gus Robey of_Robey and Gould. 
Latter has gone into a commercial 
business. 


-* 
vv 





James Hall and Family 
Barnstorming by Bus 


Chicago, April 3. 
A family act consisting of James 
Hall, picture juvenile; Billy ‘Swede’ 
Hall, Jenny Hall, Georgia Hall and 
wzarette Kellar, is in rehearsal here. 
Six line girls plus Carl Lorraine's 
orchestra will constitute the balance 
of what will be a compact musical 
tabloid to travel by special bus. 
Tommy Sacco will route the tab 
through the south. James Hall will 
get the big billing on his picture 
rep. He is a son of Mrs. Billy 
(Jenny) Hall. 








PAUL ASH GANG 
LOOP SUMMER 


Cantor’s $56,500 Clean-Up in Week: 
Whiteman, Radio Names in New Unit 


Paul Whiteman’s band has been 
added to the line-up of the William 
Morris office's second two-a-day 


variety roadshow. It will be an all- 
topped by the Whiteman 


The Cantor- 


radio bill 
band and Jack Pearl. 


Jessel show, which blazed the one- 
niter trail in the east, south and 
middle wesi, resumed for two more 
weeks March 26 in New Orleans and 
grossed $56,500 on 14 performances 
in several different towns, finishing 
the week Saturday (1) at Kansas 
City. 

The $59,300 attracted by Cantor- 
Jessel in i week is not only held 
to be unique under present condi- 
tions, but more than other shows 
have drawn in the same territory 
in pre-depresh days. Of the total, 
Cantor drew around $18,000 for him- 
self. 

Grosses in the seven individual 
towns were, Now Orleans, $6,980; 
Houston, $8,580; San Antonio, $7,< 
750; Ft. Worth, $7,260; Dallas, 
$9,900; Tulsa, $9,200; Kansas City, 





REVUE 


Chicago, April 3. 
Morris Silvers, Paul Ash, and Will 
Harris have merged their talents 
within the scope of the local Wil- 


liam Morris office which moves this 
week into ‘arger offices in the Butler 
building. Principal enterprise that 
will be undertaken under the new 
afiiliation is a special summer revue 
in Paul Ash style to get World's 
Fair patronage. In addition Ash 
will set up an orchestra booking 
service in the Morris office. 
Negotiations on with the Erlanger 
theatre here may be closed. Selwyn 
was also considered but smaller 
eapacity and location was not as 
alluring ior the policy of $1 top in- 
timate revue Ash has in mind. It 
is hoped to get the proposed enter- 
tainment launched around May 15 
just ahead of the World’s Fair. Idea 
is call it Paul Ash’s Erlanger the- 
atre and revive the old ‘Merry Mad 
Gang’ that gave Ash such a vogue 
years ago at MeVickers and the 


Oriental. Will Harris will act as 
producer, 
Meanwhile Publix-Great States 


has set Ash and a unit for two 
weeks opening April 16 in Springfield 
Peoria, Aurora, and Joliet. Ash will 
play on percentage against a guar- 
antee. 


RING CHAMP POISED 


Maxie Rosenbloom, light heavy- 
weight champ, turning actor, is re- 
hearsing a threesome with Ann Roth 
and J. Fred Coots. 

So far Maxie’s acting has been all 
in the rehearsal! hall, but Loew has 
the turn pencilled in for a break-in 
when ready. 








ne; Cm anes avn, Hard Times Splits Acts by Score, 
New Partners No Cure for Trouble 


To help build morale in the quake 
zone, Warners’ Downtown and Bert 
Levey, booking the latter, sponsored 
a free open-air show at Compton in 
the public square. 

Participating were 11 acts and 
Dick O’Meara, m.c. More than 5,000 
locals attended. | 

Acts included: Vie Parks and} 
Keene Twins, Golden State Four, | 
Ted and Art Miller, Bob Gilbert and | 








The past 12 months will go down 
in history as the great divider of 
standard vaudeville teams. More 
than 100 long established variety 


Eileen Schofield, Ralph Peters, Jean | combinations have been forced to 


Swanee, Bill Borzage, Paul Gordon 
and Faye LeRoy, Wilt Gunzendorfer, 
Royal Hungarians and Gray’s Re¢ 
Jackets. 


e oT ee 
Wong Going Politician 
Las Angeles, April 3. 

Nee Wong, Oriental actor, is 

giving up vaude to enter politics in 
Honelulu, where he now resides. 

He has written friends here that 

he is too old for the stage 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


(of taking on 


jgrew up in 
land to whom working with a new 
| sidekick 


dissolve during the past year by 
conditions, either to quit the busi- 
ness or seek other partners in hopes 
new life and beating 
the depresh. 

Among the splits have been part- 
nerships dating back from 10 to 20 
years; husbands and wives who 
have been partners on and off for 
many seasons; men and women who 
the business together, 
like working in a 


seems 





the split-ups have not been of much 
help to either partner. Most of them 
had grown too accustomed to their 
established partners to switch over- 
night and duplicate the previous 
combination that took years to per- 
fect. Those attempting singles have 
found it even tougher, with the hab- 
it of having a feeder or a straight 
in support being too strong to lose 
in a couple of last halves. 

The past ,ear’s split-ups included 
about every standard team but the 
Hilton Sisters, who happen to be 
Siamese Twiuas. 

Among the dissolved partnerships 
were those of Lewis and Dody, 
Hurst and Vogt, Burke and Durkin, 


Married in August, 1926. aA Wong last played in this | new world. Others, | after working Val ane re OEE, Miein Bros., 
aS Sabai. _ a in harness all their lives, have even | Lydell and Higgins, Lang and Ha- 

’ = a ltried singles out of despevation and |ley, Norton and Haley, Conrad and 
One F&M at B way Par | = sie. 2 as a last resort. | Eddy, Kramer and Boyle, Weston ; 
Paramount, New York, next week Rapid Fire Repeat } Few Click Solo jand Lyons, Cole and Snyder Caites | 
(7) will take care of a third of its Frank De Voe is currently play- | gut of the ex-partners who split | Bros Faber and Wales, Donovan | 
three-week booking obligation to/|ing his third split-week in three |to go in opposite directions, few |and Lee Raymond and Caverly, | 
Fanchon & Marco by playing an! weeks at the RKO Prospect, Brook- | have done as well on their own or | Robey and Gould, Rome and Dunn 
F. & M.-built stage show. lyn. with new partners as they formerly | Rome and Gaut, McKay and Ardine, 
The Broadway Par has contracted} RKO booked the songster for ajdid with their old teammates. In|Contin and Glass. Alexander and 
for F. & M.'s ‘Sally,’ ‘Whoopee,’ |showing at the Prospect three weeks |one or two instances the new sur- Olsen, Healy and Cross and Dooley 
‘Tren: and ‘Desert Song’ tabs, but | ago and he became a local fav. twe roundings have been an improve- |and Sales, most of them next-to- 
Played only the latter. }return trips resulting }ment, but in the majority of cases | close: Q ai) standards for yeare 


$7,100. 
$1.50 Top, Twice Daily 
Show appeared twice only, mate 
inee and night, in each town at $1 
and $1.50 tops and reserved seats 
all over. Second and final week of 
the trip, following the four previous 
weeks played earlier in the winter, 
commenced Sunday (2) at Des 
Moines. Show winds up Saturday 
night in Cincinati, with Cantor re- 
turning to New York for a week or 
so and then jumping to Hollywood 
for another Goldwyn picture. 
Tentative line-up for the radio 
bill includes, besides Pearl and the 
Whiteman band, the Boswell Sis- 
ters, Arthur Tracy (Street Singer) 
and Stoopnagle and Bud, all on pere- 
centage. Pearl has received pere 
mission from his ether sponsor to 
broadcast from out-of-town. Opene 
ing date not set, but probably April 
20 in the east, with about four 
weeks, all one-niters, to be laid out, 
Louis Epstein, representing the 
Morris office, leaves this week for 
the road to arrange the route. 


Merry-Merry Vaud at 
Chi, Oriental—Almost 


Chicago, April 3. 

Earl] Carroll and Abe Lastfogel 
were in town last week on a propo- 
sition that would have converted 
the Oriental into a two-a-day musi- 
cal policy, but it fell through when 
found that the idea under the pro- 
posed hook-up couldn't gross enough 
in that theatre. 

With Carroll as the stager and 
the William Morris office as booker, 
non-picture shows would have 
played two-a-day at $1 top and 
change weekly. Policy called for a 
permanent line of 36 Carroll beauts 
and five specialty acts, of which at 
least three would be names, and all 
but the girls in on percentage. 

The Carroll-Morris negotiations 
were direct with Balaban & Katz. 








Powell Personals, Then 
M. C. Spot at RKO-Roxy 


Hollywood, April 3. 

On completion of ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933’ at Warners, Dick Powell hopped 
to St. Louis to play a week of per- 
sonals, He then proceeds to Pitts- 
burgh for seven days at the Stanley. 
From there he goes to the RKO- 
Roxy, New York, to m.c. the stage 
show. 
Powell will remain in New York, 
as he is dickering now to take over 
a hotel band and go on a national 
hookup. 


. . . 
Anger Hit-Run Victim 
Harry Anger (Anger and Fair) 
is at Nassau hospital, Rockville 
Center, L. I., with a broken leg and 








other injuries sustained in an au- 
tomobile accident at New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., Saturday (1). He was 
driving up from Philadelphia after 


an engagement there. 


When regaining consciousness, 

|Anger couldn't remember what hit 
| him The other car and its driver 
appeared to have made off. An am- 
bulance took Angel from New 
Brunswick to his home at Free- 
| port i. J from which he was 
transferred to the hospital yestere 
dav tMonday) 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Good vaude here this week, bill 
being well studded with talent and 


LEICESTER, LONDON 


London, March 20. 
Continuous variety seems to spell 


speedy from the first act on and|continuous prosperity here, since 
through the show. Oke film, too,/| Harry Foster has taken a hand in 
which ought to mean a nice week. | managing this house. His first was 
Proceedings get off to a good run-| Nina Mae McKinny, the colored 
ning start with George Dormonde’s! gal, who came in for a fortnight 
unicycle act. Turn hasn't beenj|and stayed five weeks, with a 
seen around in some time and is/| month's return due in a few weeks. 
plenty welcome. Current attraction is Don Azpiazu 
Lubin, Andre and Larry in the/and his Cuban Ensemble, supported 
deuce are good enough to have|by Mariana, rumba dancer, and 
come later on in a weaker show. | Celia Montalvan. 
Trio is a beautiful illustration of The Cuban band should draw 


build. About a year 
ago it was just a combo turn, for 
the intermediates. Now it’s a good 
next to shut. The stuttering black- 
face comic has worked on his ma- 
terial and the result is some very 
good chatter. More important, the 
girl has bought herself a_ lovely 
dress for her fast toe biz and the 
straight has garnered himself a 
neat double breasted suit. It makes 
all the difference in the world. 

Center spot is handed to Gracella 
and Theodore. Beautiful dance 
act lends class to the bill. Dancing 
in itself is satisfactory enough, but 
exceptional sets, costumes and col- 
oring are what put the turn over. 

Gus Van next to shut had an 
easy time of things. Six character 
songs, a forced encore and he had 
to beg off. Charlie Foy with. his 
collection of motley stooges is a fa- 
miliar landmark at the State. His 
is a boisterous, self- assertive turn 
with little actual talent, but con- 
siderable real amusement. The cus- 
tomers loved it. 

‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par) on the 
screen fare and, being two full 
hours long, leaves room for only a 
touple newsreel clips as filler. 
Kauf. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Evidently it was Cagney rather 
than a light-waisted bill that got 
the Yorkville burghers out in the 
rain Friday night. Not pressing 
against the tapes, but a good crowd 
and a responsive one; which was 
okay by the players. 

Show gets off to a vigorous shove 
with Rector and Doreen in a show- 
manly stunt. Not only good tricks, 
but sold for their value, with the 
man hanging by one foot for some- 
thing like six minutes and most of 
the time bearing the weight of his 
by-no-means light partner § and 
none-too-light traps. Practically 
every stunt got a hand, which is 
something for an opening act to 
write home to the folks about. 
Other acts as good have died in the 
same spot because they knew what 
to do, but not how to do it. 

Doris James (New Acts) got the 
second spot for a routine of four 
songs. She sticks around until her 
stint is done and doesn’t try to tease 
the applause with fake exits. Cuts 
down the final bow a little, but she’s 
over by then. 

Third comes Fritz and Jean Hu- 
bert in their familiar drunk acro 
specialty and off to three bows. In 
spite of the length of time they 
have been around, there’s always 
enough in the audience apparently 
to be surprised at the fact that one 
of them is a woman. That helps the 
final patter, but they were going 
strong before the disclosure. 

Sid Marion tops ’em on the mar- 


how acts can 


plenty of extra money for the Lei- 
cester Square. It is not a ques- 
tion of quality, as opinions differ 
on that point. They can only be 
assessed as a novelty, and that 
they are without doubt. The 
Mariana kid shakes the best pair 
of gams seen around London for a 
decade, and the rest of her anatomy 
is equally easy to gaze upon. The 
Montalvan girl sings nicely, with 
that cute accent the London high- 
brows love so much, a personality 
and a pair of peppers that hold. 
Around this novelty Foster has 
built a very entertaining bill. Out- 
standers are Harald and Lola, in 
a couple of dances that are well 
rendered, with their snake dance 
a near show-stopper. 

Dezso Retter, who got a bad 
break here, opening at the London 
Coliseum recently, when house 
went over to variety for a few 
weeks, does a lot that’s good, but 
act is slow in starting. His comedy 
with the table and his burlesque 
wrestling are the big bits of his 
offering. With wrestling being the 
current vogue, Retter should cash 
in on his burlesque of the sport. 
Miss Polly, in private life Mrs. Ret- 
ter, helps considerably. 

Lune and Shaw, couple of old- 
timers, with comedy of the old 
school, score some laughs, but are 
not West End _ standard. Fred 
Sanborn, back from _ continental 
tour, is now supported by Andre 
Navarre, an Englishman, instead of 
Judson Cole, which makes little 
difference to the offering. They 
like Sanborn’s dumb pan here as 
they have liked him wherever he 
has appeared. 

Jackson Girls, who have been 
here since the house went continu- 
ous, are still liked, and, seemingly, 
have not yet exhausted the Jackson 


repertoire. Jass and Jessie, doing 
a comedy mule, garner a few 
laughs, 


With the diversity of talent, the 
bill cost not more than_ $3,500, 
which is good value for money. 
Opening night evidenced the Cuban 
and Argentine Consulates to give 
show a good send-off, with the 
Prince of Wales expected during 
the week. The publicity the rumba 
shaker got in the London papers 
cannot be estimated in ready 
money. 

Band is in for fortnight with op- 
tion, and will more than likely hold 


over. But if anything should go 
wrong with the boxoffice, Foster 
says he has already lined up a 


genuine Harem girl by the name of 
Hadji Yovka, who escaped from 
the sultan’s clutches, leaving the 
old man hot and bothered. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 





quee and did much the same inside. 
His German accent makes them feel 
he’s one with the community and 
they laugh and applaud plenty. His 
woman feeder is considerable of a 
help and can handle questionable 
material nicely. Some of the stuff 
is loud and wide, but the crowd 
liked it and give him an extra hand 
after the light man figured he had 
had enough and shut off the spot. 
Back for the gag speech. 

Closer is Blondes and Brunets. 
standard dance flash with a good 
acrobatic dancer and an imperson- 
ator of Durante in a _ pasteboard 
schnozzle. One woman in each of 
the four preceding acts, but the 
flash gave the first glimpse of bet- 
ter than an ankle, so the men went 
for it strong. Good solo dancer, but 
the line suggests a break-in rather 
than a turn which has been around 
along time. More go-as-you-please 
than unity in the steps. 

In addition to Cagney in ‘Hard to 
Handle’ (WB), there’s a Burns and 
Allen short and the newsreel. 
Three-hour show with the vaude- | 
ville just shy of one hour. Chic. | 


REX, SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 31. 
All the bally and advertising for 
the Rex (Hamrick) features vaude- 
ville, like in the good old days when 
variety was king at Orpheum, Pan- 
tages, Ackerman-Harris and Fisher 
circuits out here in the N. W. Five 
acts are used, recruited in the south. 
Still this week is a novel one, con- 


Conventional five-act layout, well 
balanced and with more than the 
usual amount of variety. Bill ‘eans 
more to comedy than dancing, 
which is something nowadays. 


While delivering no great sock at 
any point, the first half show here 
will appease the 14th street crowd 
even if the picture, ‘Sailor’s Luck’ 
(Fox), doesn’t. The Jimmy Dunn- 
Sally Eilers team on the _ screen 
may do a little drawing. There's 
nothing else for the box office on 
this show. 

Stage show opens with comedy 
and closes with a colored band act, 
Lucky Millinder, that includes some 
comedy crossfire. In between are 
two other comedy turns, Hal Sher- 
man, next to shut, and Ray Shan- 
non and Co. (New Acts). 

While none of the laughs invited 
by the comedy efforts of four dif- 
ferent acts on bill. there is some 
that verges on the Minsky and may 
set into trouble in some houses. 
This is particularly true of some 
of the material in Shannon's skit. 
chiefly the talk around the job of 
washing out the sink, together with 
some of the accompanying business. 

Hal Sherman also has a pretty 
blue gag hinging on taking a girl 
fishing. In the old RKO ‘You 
Mustn’'t Say That’ days there’d be 
considerable immediate cutting 
down here currently. There might 
even be some elimination of gags in 
the best interests of the acts using 
old stuff. Sherman goes in for the 
one about the fight with his blood 





sisting of three silent acts out of 
the five. Opener, Inez and DeWyn 
arty adagio; No. 3, Petcha ana 
Deaville, nifty dance act: closing, 
sensational skating act, Earl and 
Inez Van Horn and Hill Passeau. 

With so much talking stuff in 
pictures and radio, looks as theugh 
folks appreciated this predominance 
of silence. They couldn't get this 
kind of entertainment over the air 
—not until television anyhow. 

The other two acts were charm- 
ing Hazel Hayes in soine swell- 
voiced singing. and La France and 
Garnett in blackface laughs. Trepp. 


all over the enponent and it must 
be love, I feel lousy.’ Yet there 
were a few folks Saturday after- 
noon who laughed—mizchty few. 

Shannon also uses some oldies, 
while the closing band act, Lucky 
Millinder and orchestra. has little 
else in the way of comedy. 

In spite of its futile bids for 
laughs, the Millinder orchestra is a 


| 





pretty good turn. It’s a hot band 
of 11 pieces with a peppy leader, 
l!who while not so hot on a song 
solo makes vy for it all in a tap 
rom tins, Tavs com sdian r.l-o 
scores with soft shoe number, while 


‘ role. 


snakehips specialty of Josie Oliver 
is much above fair. 

Sherman, just ahead, seems to 
register best on dancing also. His 
closing comedy eccentric runs the 
act into a good hand, and Saturday 
afternoon made an encore advis- 
able. Sherman carries an orb-get- 
ter in Beth Miller, who besides feed- 
ing on comedy does a couple torch 
numbers. 

The No. 2 act is Dolly Kay, who 
needs no introduction to vaude. 
Blues singer could make use of bet- 
ter diction and better use of newer 
numbers, but depends mostly on a 
style of delivery that is individual 
to put her over. Adding a dra- 
matic touch to ‘I Want to Go Home’ 
Miss Kay got away to a better than 
average hand for deucers, but sort 
of lost out with the encore of 
‘Dinah.’ Briants, opening, were 
liked as usual. 

Threatening rain brought a pretty 
good house Saturday afternoon. 

Char. 


IMPERIAL, TCRONTO | 


Toronto, March $1. 


Current bill at the Imperial may 
be final stage offering until business 
conditions improve, further policy 
at the Knevels deluxer resting with 
the musicians. Pit boys have been 
given their notices and must reach 
a decision by Thursday (6) as to 
whether they will take a 20% cut. 
If they don’t the house goes dark 
or double feature. Management is 
still uncertain, but claims that other 
alternative is pictures lus vaude, 
latter assembled independently. In 
the event of the latter, organist gets 
the axe and band is cut to eight 
men, this salary appropriation being 
all the overhead will carry. 

Despite uncertainty, FP-Can's ace 
house is taking no chances on cur- 
rent week's receipts, ‘Rasputin’ 
(Metro) being down the block and 
‘42d Street’ (WB) up the block. 
Topping this competition, Georgie 
Raft is the headliner here. First 
night had femme fans at the stage 
door tearing the buttons and shred- 
ding the tie of the Tenth avenue 
lad. Exploitation also had Raft 
broadcasting from the hockey match 
and the wrestling matches, where 
he had a ringside seat. 


With Detroit and Buffalo off the 
Fanchon & Marco route, stage bills 
are being assembled here under su- 
pervision of Patsy Mason and Muriel 
Stryker for F&M. Managerial 
claim is that sets come from the 
RKO Roxy, Radio City, but last 
and this week’s settings look as if 














they came in a single trunk. F&M’'s 
contract is up here in May. Vaude 


acts up till then will be booked 
through F&M. No line this week, 
but management is trying to get 
a local line despite the old Uptown 
line has been decimated by marriage 
and out-of-town engagements. 
Ted Claire has been held over as 
m.c. for second week. He’s valuable 
to Raft, although Georgie persis- 
tently admits that he has a medi- 
ocre act. Raft muffs his legs, but 
personality puts himself across. 
Raft does a hot dance, this being 
the only way he can get off the 
stage, easy enough as it is to walk 
on. He is strong on the slick and 
snake stuff, with heel propulsion 
into the wings a click. Bill opens 
in full stage, a nite club set with 
pit boys at rear. Four Queens !ead 
off, two blondes and two brunets in 
black pantalettes and pink and blue 
blouses, in a fast workout in en- 
semble, solos and duets for a tire- 
less routine strong on taps and hock 
steps. Steve Evans next in imver- 
sonations of Jack Oakie, El Brendel 
and Will Rogers, latter being the 
only one recognizable, but good. 
Trails with Joe Brown, Lon Chaney 
in ‘Miracle Man,’ and John D. 
Rockefeller on the golf links. the 
latter in very bad taste. 

Irene Duval is next for a French 
dialect piece with Claire that drew 
laughs. Pit band out from the 
tables with a takeoff on the Tiller 
Girls, a waste of time, in which the 
piccolo player bores with a pansy 
Jones and Hull next with a 
piece of dancing mayhem, generous 
in kicks and slaps, that pleases 
Miss Duval back in a crimson gown 
for ‘My Man’ with mild recention 
Feature is ‘The Keyhole’ (WB). 
Overture is ‘Trip Around the World,’ 
with Jack Arthur at the baton. 
Usual screen fillers and orzanesque. 

MeStay, 


HIiPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March $1. 

After two weeks of forgetting 
about its vaude and playing up its 
picture, this indie stand gets back 
to its normal again by producing a 
name headliner and printing the 
name of the picture in agate type. 
Headliner is Ben Bernie and the 
picture is ‘Billion Dollar Scandal’ 
(Par), bought from Keith's. I. Rap- 
paport has only RKO flickers, and 
the occasional outside buy of a pic- 
ture or two is strictly essential. 

Hipp is continuing its policy of 
names on the bill, even two or more 
if they can be arranged to dovetail 
with the budget, if there is such a 
thing as a vaude budget at this 
house, where the cost of the bills 
varies from peanuts to platinum. 
And the use of the names continues 
to be the thorn in the side of the 





Loew, which has the rival Century. 
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RAY SHANNON and CO. 

Skit 

17 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Ray Shannon is anything but new 
to vaudeville, but in his current 
skit, which retains the background 
of his old act, the material and 
routining is of late vintage. A little 
long on running time ana slow in 
spots, Shannon's skit is acceptable 
fare for combinations of this calibre. 

Shannon at first does a prop man 
at a theatre. Carrying a drop of a 
stage door with practical entrance, 
he engages in crossfire on opening 
with some of the acts arriving at 
house. It’s here that Shannon uses 
his most questionable material, par- 
ticularly wisecracks in connection 
with washing out the sink. It might 
be hopped on in other vaude the- 
atres. 

Company includes a straight man 
and two girls with looks and ap- 
pearance if not unusual ability. One 
of the young ladies seems to havea 
good soprano voice but isn’t permit- 
ted to use it except for comedy pur- 
poses. Other girl does a song bit 
legit while a change is being made, 
but it’s perfunctory. Straight’s 
rhythm buck specialty is a stander- 
outer. 

For laughs Shannon goes femme 
impersonator, but the talk is none 
too strong. In the cutting some of 
the weaker’ crossfire could’ be 
dropped without being missed. 


In middle of the bill here and over 
fairly Saturday afternoon. Char. 





DORIS JAMES 
Songs 

11 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Personable young woman who can 
phrase better than she can sing, 
but sings well enough to class as a 
warbler. Makes the mistake of 
overusing her facial expression in- 
stead of trusting to her excellent 
phrasing, which is sufficient. For 
this reason she was better in the 
straight than the comic songs, but 
sold all four nicely enough and 
without leaving the stage. 

First two songs are sung leaning 
against the piano, with the last 
two seated at the instrument. Nice 
stage manner and an attractive ap- 
pearance which help, but her long 
suit is ability to put meaning into 
the lines and enunciate them so 
they may be understood. Promising 
single, and if she gets just the "1: 
songs she can mop up. Chic. 


JOHN FOGARTY 
Irish Tenor 

15 Mins.; One 
Roxy, New York 

John Fogarty has been broadcast. 
ing for NBC for some time over 
sustaining periods. His voice ig 
among the most resonant yet heard 
on a vaude stage. When caught it 
filled the old Cathedral easily, the 
mike no doubt helping. 

Clear and melodious with a 
speaking brogue that would peel a 
cold potato, Fogarty steps out to 
announce in a quiet manner what 
he intends to do and then fulfills. 
He sings clearly and starts with « 
medley of radio songs, so-called, and 
goes into Irish ballads, each song 
getting the fullest returns. Winds 
up with ‘Irish Eyes’ to prove he's a 
showman besides, and when caught 
had the house all to himself. 

His stage appearance is likably 
casual and one of the few singer 
types whose physical appearance 
jibes with the power of his voice. 

Fact that he heads into vaude un- 
established so far indicates NBC is 
muffing a potential favorite ef big 
proportions. Shan. 


BOICE and MARSH (2) 
Comedy, Singing 

14 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Two women crossfire, spotted here 
in the deuce and dishing it out thick 
and smutty. Heftier member of the 
team traces back over her tag lines 
with illustrations to make sure that 
it’s unanimous. Of laugh lines there 
are few, the portly lass spending 
much of her time talking. 

The pariner makes a sharp and 
optic holding contrast. For the 
fadeoff the petite 2liss Marsh does 
a little violin scraping and acro- 
batie dancing. Comedienne also 
sings, but it is brief enough to keep 
it from becoming objectionable. 

Odec. 


JOE and IDA ST. ONGE 
Acrobatic 

5 Min.; Full 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Of this turn’s brief performance 
four minutes are given over to a 
stock but neatly routined melange 
of bits on the rings. Last minute 
has the man introducing his arm 
lift. With two strands dropped from 
the grid, St. Onge makes his ascent 
by a series of turnovers, gathering 
the tape around his biceps as he 
moves upward. 

Interlude on the rings includes the 
regulation foot-to-shoulder swings, 
hand-to-hand rotations and irone 
jaw whirls. Nice opening act. 

Odec. 


— 





The battle has been hot and heavy 
throughout this season, with both 
sides sticking and slugging, and al- 
most killing each other off by pay- 
ing terrific and startling prices for 
acts. 
They 
names, 


are now running out of 
and the repeat idea is in 
order. Bernie is a 12-month repeat 
at this house currently. And of the 
three other acts on the bill, two are 
back again; Whitey Robers, and 
Archer and Jackson, the latter hav- 
ing shown at this spot hardly six 
months ago. That’s crowding it a 
bit close. Headliners may be able 
to stand a ‘brought back by popu- 
lar demand,’ but doubtful whether 
the non-names can be smuggled in 
without some resentment. 

It’s a nifty bill, though, this week; 
fast, and what’s more important, 
plenty of comedy. Four acts only, 
because it’s taking Bernie 30 min- 
utes to talk about Pat Kennedy’s 
haircut and Winchell. 

Bernie and his two malt signs 
have the last slug to themselves, 
and cleaned up nicely to one of the 
niftiest opening houses ever. Bill 
Severin’s dancing was the standout 
action number of the sequence, with 
individual bows going to the 
crooners. 

Opening was a bicycle act, Dow- 
ney and Lee Sisters, the sisters 
doing straight riding and Downey 


the Joe Jackson routine, and to 
plenty of laughs. Rather a lone 
opening turn. but okay in every 


manner at this house. 

Whitey Roberts was smooth in 
the deuce, taking his laughs easily 
building steadily, and walked awav 
after having done his share toward 


satisfving the customers. Archer 
and Jackson have a femme gam- 
bolling through their routine. The 
A. and J. humor was in the right 
alley during next to closing, and 
sent this house into Bernie wide 
open. 

3ernie dutifully mentioned he 


crabs, the oysters and Pimlico. and 
was sitting pretty. The ol’ diplomat! 





Salkin’s Milwaukee Date 
Chicago, April 3. 

Leo Salkin agency here has taken 
over the booking of the Palace, Mil- 
waukee which will open April 14 
with a vaudfilm policy including five 
acts. Max Turner will book for 
Salkin. 

Harry Billings is house manager. 





LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, March $1. 

First week of seven acts of vaude 
is bringing the fans back, although 
‘Hot Pepper’ (Fox) had something 
to do with it. Fears there would 
be a bunch of bad acts and couple 
of good acts not sustained. 

Opener was Miacahua, femme 
wire walker. Novelty here, where 
the rope runners are usually men. 
Told fans via notice board how good 
she was not to use pole or parasol 
for balancing. They responded with 
fair applause, more than this type 
of turn usually gets here. 

Deuce held Kkrugel and Robles, 
patter and slapstick, opened weak 
and tightened up a little Inte to go 
into 4 snappy finish of medley and 
animal imitations that got them 
away to a good hana. 

Max and His Gang in the trey 
showed some smart tricks by a seX- 
tet of dogs who imitated Max som- 
ersaulting and sidestepping. Clever 
act that hit fans. Dog acts rare in 
this town. 

Herbert Faye, supported by two 
femmes and man, came in fourth 
spot with good line of patter and 
character acting. Built up neatly to 
film star imitations, with [Peve as 
Durante a standout. Two ccl's and 
big applause. 

aul and Nino Ghezzi 
other standout act in the fifth { 
with acrobatics and stronczarm stuff. 

Eddie Conrad, reminiscent of 
burlesque in patter and act, had 
smart leoking gal as foil, and made 


timjec 
LTO, 


big play getting near raw at tim 


an- 


spot 


were 


but crowds here can take it. An- 
other big hand. Closing were 
White and Manning, mixed team, 


with three tap dancers in support. 


They sang a couple of German 
songs and put over some c.cver 
clowning and trick dancing which 
got across. 
Tr 
MET., BROOKLYN 


Even at the two-grand sla hin 
his salary, which brings it to $6,500 


for the current weck, it looks as 
though Jack Pearl won't turn out 
much of a bargain for this spot. 
Neither the opening day (Friday) 


nor the Saturday matinee gave any 
indication that the house will enjo¥ 
jenough above a normal week ‘ 
cover in major part the differences 
the stage payroll. ot so Fr 
(Continued on page 16) 


























1 
Jur 


De 
Frs 
Jac 











J 





L— 


ist- 
ver 


ard 
ts 
the 


la 
to 
hat 
ills. 
h # 
and 
ong 
nds 
sa 


ght 


bly 
ger 
nce 


un- 
: is 
big 


ere 
1ick 

the 
ines 
hat 
1ere 
ling 


and 

the 
loes 
ro- 
also 
eep 


ince 


nge 
1ute 
arm 
rom 
cent 
ring 

he 


the 
ngs, 
rone 


.L 


s1. 

tude 
ugh 
hing 
ould 
uple 


nme 
here 
ren. 
rood 
asol 
with 
type 


bles, 
veak 
D go 
and 
hem 


trey 
sexs 
ome 
ever 
‘e in 


two 
urth 
and 
ly to 
Pp as 
and 


ane 
spot 
‘tuff. 
of 
had 
nade 
mes, 
An- 
were 
enim, 
port. 
man 
yer 


hich 


h in 
6,500 
as 
out 
spot. 
day) 
any 
niov 


K <O 


S 


Ce i 1 








oe 














Tuesday, April 4, 1933 


VARIETY 





35 





_——— —__——» 





— 





Variety Bills 





NEXT WEE 


K (April 8) 


THIS WEEK (April 1) 


Numerals In connection with bills below ind.cate opening cay ef 
show. whether full or split week 











RKO 


EW YORK CITY 
Wtuste Hall (30) 
4 Flash Devils 
Ruth Denning 
George Christie 
Arthur Mahoney 








Ist half (1-4) 
Carl Rosini 
Hazel Crosby 
M & A Skelly 
Floyd Christy 
Lew Pollock Co 


argaret Sande HOUSTON 
ee Miller Keith’s (31) 
William Dollar Fifi D’Orsay 
Lorene Kinkaid (Three to fill) 

Academy (8) LYNBROOK 


Keith’s (9 only) 


‘onnie’s Inn Rev 
© Yokoes Japs 


2a half (5-7) 


Flo Mayo Madeline Patrice 

Vox & Walters Lew Seymour Co 

Milo Mel Klee 

Noble Sissle Orch Bartee Sis 

(One to fill) DEWARK 
BROOKLYN Pulace (7) 
Albee (8) Gray Fom 

De Toregoes B & J Brown 

Bert Gordon Garner Wolf & H 

(Three to fill) Dalion & Rose 

(1) (One to fill) 
Gus Edwards’ Rev (31) 


Violet Ray & N 
Ross & Bennett 
Venita Gould 





Prospect 
Ist half (8-11) 
Floyd Christy 











AT THE 


GOOD OLE’ 


ROXY 
DEMAREST and SIBLEY 
HAL MENKEN 


Both Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 

















«(Three to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Gene Sheldon 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (5-7) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Seed & Austin 


Jack Pepper 
Eddy Burston Or 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (31) 
Jack Randall Co 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Irene Beasley 


Ramona Joe May & Dotty 
Rae & Harrison Walter Powell Bd 
6 Olands al = 
ALBAN eith’s 
Pal ¥ Ist nalf (8-11) 


Olsen & Johnson 
2d half (12-14) 
Walter O'Keefe 
Renoff Renova & B 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (5-7) 


ace 
ist half (8-11) 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Walter O'Keefe 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (12-14) 
(To fill) 


za half ° De Long Sis 
inenate ne Nash & Fately 
Al Abbott Sid Gary 


Clifford & Marion 

Adler & Bradford 

PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (8) 


Adelaide Hall 
Yorke & King 
De Toregoces 


BUFFALO mes 
Buffalo (31) asaya 
Long Tack Sam Olsen & Jchnson 
The Ingenues SAN ANTONIO 
CHICAGO Keith’s (7) 

Palace (7) Fifi O’Orsay 


Lester Cole Co (Three to fill) 


Car] Shaw Co TRENTON 
(Three to fill) Capitol 


Ist half (8-11) 
Nash & Fately 
(Three to fill) 


(31) 
6 De Cardos 
Sid Paige Co 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Wk.: Benny Meroff; Johnny Boyle 


Belle Baker 

Sammy Krevoff Co 

Bill Robinson 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (7) 

12 Aristocrats 

Collette Lyons 

Vera Schwarz 








2d half (12-14) 
(To fill) 

2d half (5-7) 
Bluck Landolt 
Fioyd Christy 
Eddie Stanley 
George McKay Co 

TROY 


Tom Patricola Co Keith's 
Gene [ennis let half (8-11) 
GRAND RAPIDS | The Ghezzis 


Keith’s 
Ist half (31-3) 
June Purlans Co 
HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 
lst half (8-11) 
Devito & Denny 
Frank Righardson 
Jack Starnes Co 
(Two to fill) 


(Four to fill) 

2a half (12-14) 
Lee Port & Dotty 
(Four to fill) 

2a half (5-7) 
Class Manning & C 
Clark & Verdi 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Reis & Dunn 
Enrico & Novelle 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
ulevard 
Ist half (7-10) 
Marie Palmer’s Pets’ 
Mimi Rollins Co 
C Fredricks Co 
Harry Semon Co 
Daro & Costa Co 
2a half (11-13) 
Andressens 














ed 


O'Neill & Manners 
Freddy Craig, Jr 
Brems, Fitz Co 
Daro & Costa Co 
Metropolitan (7) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Ann Greenway 
Owen McGivney 
Milton Berle 
Valencia (7) 


King & Revel Snowb 
NM 
Oscar Lorraine P - 
Don Santos & Tn &vD 


Billy Gibson Rev 


Orpheum 
Ist half (7-10) 
Brems, Fitz Co 
Chester Hale Co 
Annette Ames 
3 St John Bros 


Myra Johnson 

Earle Lattimore 

Red Strugge 

Don Redman Orch 

Mills Bros 
BALTIMORE 
Century (7) 


Band Show Wh i 
‘ ite & Man R 
Sat half (11-13) Lawrence — 
ane Jack &B Radio Rogues 
ean Sargent Al Trahan 
Slim Timblin Co Long Tack Sam Co 
Harry Seamon Co BO 
Gracella & Theodore Srey 
Parsdi Boston (7) 
se (7) Mi h 
Follow Through’ eat 
Stat 7 Zingoni 
e (7%) Joe M 
Bryant, Rains & ¥| 10° Morris Co 
Britt Wood ag Mg 
atson Sis eee Woes, oF 
3 Sailors Bernice & Emily 
Isham Jones Orch CLEVELAND 
BROOKLYN State (7) 


Jerome Mann 
A Friedland Rev 
(Three to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (7) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Harriett Hutchins 
Burns & Kissen 
Wil Mahoney 


Gates Ave. 
lst half (7-10) 
Frank Shields 
aynes & Beck 
Pease & Nelson 
Oscar Lorraine 
Cunningham & 
Clements Co 


MONTREAL 
Loew’s (7) 
Chappele & Carlet’n 
Russell, Arms’g & E 

Andre Renaud 
Geo Niblo Co 
Joe Jackson 
Harry Savoy 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
NEWARK 
State (7) 
France & LaPell 
Kaye & Sayre 





Mike Ames 
Zelaya 


Chas Foy Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (7) 

5 Arleys 

Thos Fullmer Co 

Fred Ardath Co 

Emil Boreo 

D & E Barstow 
WASHINGTON 

Fox (7) 
‘Desert Song’ 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz — 
1st half (7-10) 
Merle’s Cockatoos 
Evans & Mayer 
Harry J Conley 
2a half (11-13) 
N T G Rev 
Brems Fitz Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Frank Richardson 
Harry Savoy Co 
Lewis & Moore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (7) 
Honey Tr 





Helen Lynd 

Sid Marion Co 

Donatella Bros Co 

Jack Pepper Co 
(31) 

Cab Calloway Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (7) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Zelda Santley 
Cab Calloway 

(31) 


Geo Campo Co 
Rimacs 

Petit & Douglas 
Morton Downey 





Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paradise (7) 
‘Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
Mac Harris 
Eddie Tamblyn 
Helen Wright 
Franklyn Farnum 
Madeline Sheffield 
Bill Halligan 
Jerry Ross 
Alita Duncan 
Dee Loretta 
Earl Maestro 
Roxy (7) 
Nick Kenny 
Art Ward 
Jerome Mann 
Gregory & Raymon 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (7) 
John Fogarty 
Grace Du Faye 
T & B Wonder 
Bill Demarest & 8 
Terrell & Fawcett 
BOSTON 
Boston (7) 
Georges Campo 
Gwynne Co 
Leon Navara 
Metropolitan (7) 
Rosita Moreno 





Bert Frohman 
Jack Powell 
Alexander & S'’nt’s 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (30) 
Globe Mills 
Hour Performers 
(Two to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (31) 
Sterling Holloway 
Jack Clifford 
Charlie Leland 
Freddie Mack 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (7) 
Dick Powell 
(Others to fill), 
TORONTO 
Imperial (7) 
Mel Klee 
Le Paul 
Bal Accordion 6 
WASHINGTON 
Loew (7) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Joan Danton 
John Merkyl 
Charles Boyle 
Sylvia Shore 
John Wagner 








LONDON 








Week of 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (3-5) 

5 Tziganos 
Tinymite & Welf’d 
2a half (6-8) 

Mayer & Kitson 
Addington & Sylvia 


Dominion 
Vander & Viadimir 
Tom Lucas 


Palladium 
Bux & Bux 
Clapham & Dwyer 
GS Melvin 
Joe Mandell 


BRIXTON 
Astoria 

‘I Sketch Your W’ 
Vera Bryer 
Horace Percival 
George Baker 
Veronica Brady 
Co as booked 


EDGEWARE 
Grand 
Parsons’ Bd 
FINSBURY PARK 
impire 
Murray & Mooney 
3 Méerinos 
Christine & Duroy 
Randolph Sutton 
Margie Clifton 
Rusty & Shine 
HOLBORN 
Empire 
Jack Payne Bd 
Betty Hobbs’ 8 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist talf (3-5) 
5 Tziganos 
Les Sidvas 
2d half (6-8) 
Cameo 3 
Fred Lindsay Co 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Persons’ Ba 
LEWISHAM 
Valace 
Czardas Bd 





April 3 


8 Don Cossacks 
LEYTON 


Savoy 
Ra‘fini Bd 


OLD KENT RD, 
Astoria 
‘On the Air’ 
Gillie Potter 
Carlyle Cousins 
Mario Lorenzi 
Graham Payn 


PECKHAM 
Tower 
Ivy & Fat Hyde 


PENGE 

Empire 
Jack Payne Bd 
Lewis & Lawn 
Haig & Escoe 
E & E Franklyn 
Peter Fannan 
Tom Davies 8 
Bud Richie 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Ralfini Ba 
Empire 
8 Dainty Maids 
J Dean & D Ross 
Elleen Audrey 
H-ntoni Bros 
Fyne & Yurley 
Bery! Beresfor 
Ted Ray 
Leo Curtis 


STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Anniversary prog’m 
Palace 


Carello Bd 
SUTTON 
County Cinema 
Carello Bd 
SYDENHAM 
Rink 
Ivy & Pat Hyde 
WOOLWICH 


Hippodrome 
Czardas Bd 








Provincial 








BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome 
Albert Whelan 
Alexander & Mose 
‘The Charladies’ 
Bobby Olrac 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Somers Bd 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Scovell & Whildon 
SOUTH SHIELDS 
Empire 
George Leyton 
Bert Maddison 











2d half (11-13) 
Ora Co Parker & Sidano R» 


Edwin Adeler 


Week of April 3 


Georgian Girls 
Norman Court 
Verme & Anna 
H Claff & W Wager 
Sylvester Co 
Revene & Norval 
Phyllis Lester 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
Layton & J'hnstone 
Juggling Demons 
Claude Dampier 
Wright & Marion 
Max Hoffman 
Shaw & Stanton 
Alma Victorla 
Barbette 





| Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (31) 

Britton Rad 

Patsy Kelly 

Johnny Perkins 

Carl Randall 

Barbara Newberry 

Bredawins 

Ruth Petty 

Bob Hope 

izzie Stratta 2 

Murray Wood 

‘Murders in Zoo’ 
RKO Roxy (31) 

Horace Heidt 

Ren Dova 

Frances Langford 

Herman Hyde & M 

Sunny Odea 

Myrio & Serine 

Herb Wiliams 

Roxy (31) 

John Fogarty 

Demarest & Sibley 

Honey Tr 

Mills & Shea 

Hal Menken 

Dorothy Crooker 

Dave Schooler 

‘West of Singapore’ 

BROOKLYN 

Paramount (31) 
Walter O'Keefe 

Janet Reade 
Donald Novis 

Cass Mack & O 
‘Pick Up’ 


BOSTON 
Capitol (31) 
Edward Jordan 
‘King’s Vacation’ 
Metropolitan (31) 
‘Rainbows’ 
Roy Smeck 
‘Keyhole’ 
DETROIT 
Michigan (31) 
Barry & Whitei'’dge 
Celleano Co 
George Prentise 
‘42 «St’ 
NEW ORLEANS 
Iaew's (31) 
Larry Rich Co 
Frances White 
‘Gabriel Over W H’ 
Orpheum (31) 
Irene Beasley 
Walter Powell Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (31) 
Lyda Roberti 
Ben Ross 
Maxine Stone 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
ST. LOUIS 
Embassador (31) 
Happy Days Rev 
‘Employees’ Ent’ 
Fox (31) 
Morton Downey 





Al Lyons 
‘Bondage’ 





| Cabarets 


ae 





Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Orch 


Carleton Club 


Trene Bordoni 
Fitzgibbons 
Emil Coleman Ore 


Chateau Internat’! 


Joe Moss Orch 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Club Mayfair 


Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 


Margie Landy 


Madlyn Moore 

Beth Cannon 

Lee 

Al Crawford Orch 

$ Mayfair Beauties 
Connie’s 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowle 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotton Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Nicholas Bros 

Leitha Hill 

Elmer Turner 

4 Flash Devils 

Necodemus 

Alma Smith 

Little Bits 

Bobby Sawyer 

Jimmie Baskette 

Norman Astwood 

Duke Ellington Or 
Club Lido 

Gus Van 

Tom Manahan Orch 

Van Sisters 

Gracie Woods 

McCarthy & Payton 

Club Richman 


Jerry Freedman Or 
Al Shayne 

Florence & Alvarez 
Francis Faye 


El Chico’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 
El Flamengo 
Al Valencia Orch 
E! Flamencito 
Mabel Scott 
Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 
Embassy Club 
Gloria Crafton 
Tito Coral 
Aber 2 
De Marcos 
Jane Vance 
Henry King Orch 
Don Carlos Orc 
Gypsy Trail 
Baroness Erzsi 


NEW YORK CITY 


Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 


H’lyw’d R’staurant 


Harry Rose 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
Marquerite & Leroy 
Ted Lewis Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Hotel Montclair 
Charley Eckels Or 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Johnny Johnson Cr 
Monte Carlo 


Stan Meyer's Orch 
James Hall 
M C Revue 


Nat Club 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paradise 
N T G Rev 
Cantor’s Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Park Central Hotel 
Bert Lowon 
Frances Langford 
Rachel Carlez 
4 Sizzlers 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
E Madreguera Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


Royal Box 
Elizabeth Welch 
Opel Cooper 
John Maclin 
Charles Lewis 
Gordon St. Chad 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 
Simplon Club 
Yacht Club Boys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 


St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 

St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orch 


Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 

The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 

Villa Eugene 
Felix Ferdinando O 

Village Barn 
Wiil Osborne Orch 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Nina Laughlin 





Peggy Moore 
Perry & DeSylva 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 
Wade Booth 
Giadys Devoe 
Art Kassel Orch 


Blue Grotto 
Tina Tweedie 
Marjorie Tate 
Marge & Marie 
Honey Sis 
Jean Miles 
Jackie Daw Orch 
Cafe DeAlex 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O'Neil 
E Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 
Genev Tighe 
Jimmy Ray 
Edith Griffin 
Frances Stevens 
Henry Dunn 
J & E Torrence 
Ella Logan 
Pauline Belleau 
Doris Robbins 








Ben Pollack Orch 


Louis Hegedush Jack Denny Orch 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk College Inn 


Frank Libuse 
Phil LeVant 


Folies Bergere 
Joe Lewis 
Paul Small 
Rita White 
Inez Gamble 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Irwin Lewis 
Anita LaPage 
Herb Carlin Orch 
Frolic’s 
Tex Guinan Gang 
Florence Barlow 
Ralph Cook 
Yvonne Douvier 
June Carroll 
Bernie Marshall 
Easter & Hazelton 
Dick Lane 
Dick Rock Orch 
Minuet Club 
Frank Sherman 
Art Buckley 
Margaret Lawren* 
Joe Buckley Orch 
Paramount 
Nan Blackstone 
Anita LaPierre 
Mary Nolan 
Peggy Moore 
Genevieve Moore 
Billy Carr 


}upon arrival of Ed Wynn. 








Mary Neville Frances McCoy 
Syd Lang Orch Marie Whitney 
. Cliff Winehill 
Playground Chas Straight Or 
Betty Burnett 
Eddie Clifford Via Lago 
Vaughn Sis Jackie Hamlin 
Julia Lyons K & H Benda 
Robinson & Louise | Wiki Bird 
June Hurley Marjorie Lewis 
Noma Ballard Al Handler Bd 
Ce sorré > O 
-arl Lorraine Orch 100 Club 
Terrace Gardens Ercelle Sis 
Paul Sis | Lilian Law 
Mayfield 3 |} Lotti Loder 
The Daniels | Earl Rickard 
Alice Blue Edwina Marchon 
Don Pedro Orch | Vaughn Sis 
Ww ate Or 
Venlts Bele eee Luster Orch 
Sally Sweet 225 Club | 
Chas Craft i; Wini Shaw | 
Doris Linihan | Carol Chapel 
Phylis Rae Kirby & DeGage 
Billy Carr Jules Stein Orch 





Blame Stagehand Cost 
For Non-Vaud Portland 


Portland, Ore., April 3. 

High cost of stage crews holding 
up stage shows in the burg. Fox- 
Parker eliminated F&M stage units 
from the Broadway on that account, 
and no compromise reached on re- 
ductions. 

RKO Orpheum folded its circuit 
vaude for the same reason. House 
now books local acts with stage 
band in one set. Two men on the 
stage. 

Bill McCurdy’s end of stage costs 
for one night of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ re- 
ported to be $600. Demand was for 
30 men on the stage. 

Local trouble with stage crews 
has been smouldering for months. 
One indie picture exhibitor with 
three houses went non-union. 





Marco Continues Raid 
On Air Acts for Par 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Continuing his spotting of air acts 
at the Paramount, Marco has a deal 
on for Frank Watanabe and Honor- 
able Archie, KNX’s stellar nightly 
script act, for week beginning April 
13. 

Ether act, a Japanese houseboy 
affair, has been running on KNX for 
two years and is considered one of 
the most popular programs, outside 
of chains, on the coast. Eddie 
Holden, former vaude comic, and 
Reginald Sharland English, screen 
player, enact the parts. 





Pittsb’g Vaude Out 


Pittsburgh, April 3. 
After a short flier into vaudfilm, 
Variety theatre here has given up 


and goes to. straight pictures. 
House was formerly Academy, 
burlesque, but switched to films 


and vaude shortly after first of 
year. Started out promisingly, but 
trade fell off during bank holiday 
and never recovered, 

Under vaudfilm policy, top was 
40 cents. With straight pictures, 
there'll be a two-bit top. 





Biz Delays Howe in East 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

M. H. (Doc) Howe, Fanchon & 
Marco booking mcinager, is remain- 
ing in New York for another two 
months. 

Howe had intended to return here 
this month, to become manager of 
the Paramount for F&M, but book- 
ing developments are delaying his 
return. 





ACTS FOR SALT LAKE RKO 
Salt Lake City, Utah, April 3. 
Stage presentation policy will be 
inaugurated at the RKO Orpheum 

(23) by B. D. Cockrill, manager. 
House will use a line of girls and 

one or two acts, plus local talent, 

with house band as a background. 





Fresno Vaude in Prospect 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Warner Brothers will install vaude 
three days a week in Fresno, pro- 
viding present negotiations with 
the stagehands and musicians on 
salaries pan out. 

Bert Levey, now booking the 
Downtown, here, would handle the 
Fresno house. 





Kalmar-Ruby Start Tunes 
Hollywood, April 3. 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby 
started work at Metro today (Mon.) 
on music for ‘The Fire Chief’, which 
Chuck Reisner directs. 
Picture gets under way June 1, 





Singer Changes Bands 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Jane Barneberg, formerly with 
Ted Fiorita’s orchestra as vocalist, 
has joined Jess Kirkpatrick’s combo 


1 . . . ° 
Majestic, with large capacity, 1,966 


Empty Carton Admish 
For Majestic, Chicago 


Chicago, April 3. 
Majestic theatre, which opens 
April 15 with a vaudfilm policy 
under S. J. Gregory operation, has 
several propositions on tap to make 
a tie-up with a radio advertiser. 


Majestic wants to adopt the same 
stunt of admission by empty carton 


as successfully used some months 
ago by the old Roxy in New York. 
Advertiser to redeem the box tops 


at 10 cents each from the theatre. 


; seats and a brand new policy, be- 


|}lieves it can afford to let Chicago 
in for an empty carton on the theory 
that it will get the house widely 


publicized. 


Worcester Unions Cut 


On Basis of ‘Donations’ 
Worcester, April 3. 

Visit of S. Z. Poli here last week 
started tongues wagging and ree 
| vived rumor that the founder would 
emerge from retirement and take 
over the three Worcester houses. 

Official announcement after a con- 
ference between S. Z. and his coun- 
sel here was that the confab had 
nothing to do with resumption of 
the chain. It has been indicated 
that Thomas J. Meehan, manager of 
the RKO Albee in Providence, would 
be recalled to Worcester. 

Poli’s visit followed a few days 
after one by Harry K. Arthur, for- 
mer manager of the Fox interests, 
Arthur stated he was here merely 
in the interests of the lox receivers 
to check up, And just before Ar- 
thur’s arrival there was a general 
shakeup of managers. 

During the week the Theatrical 
Employees and Picture Operators, 
Local 96, voted to make voluntary 
cuts in wages to encourage the the- 
atres to remain open this summer, 

‘Contributions’ will be made every 
fifth week from that week's pay, 
This donation will be 25 or 50 per 
cent., to be regulated according to 
the classification of the house. The 
rebate will start with the week end- 
ing April 28 and continue every fifth 
week up to and including Augtst 11, 

With the exception of Jess Myers’ 
stock burlesque and an occasional 
split week of vaude at the Plymouth 
(independent), the city still is withe 
out a flesh show. 








Columbus Deadlock 


Columbus, April 3. 

The four Loew and RKO houses 
here are continuing through the 
present week still hoping to adjust 
the wage scale fight with the stage 
hands, Scheduled to close last 
Thursday night managers of the 
four houses had to wait until al- 
most closing time for word from 
New York to keep under way for 
one more week. 

No agreement has as yet been 
reached. All employees have had 
their required notice and the close 
ing may come this Thursday. 

J. Real Net, who operates .the 
downtown Grand and a chain of 
neighb houses, will continue at the 
old union scale. 





Ice-Breaking Wisconsin 


Chicago, April 3. 
A new route laid out by Billy 
Diamond for the WLS Barn Dance 
through Wisconsin will open up to 
stage entertainment a number of 
towns or theatres that haven’t seen 


attractions in from one to three 
years. 

Towns include Rhinelander, Ap- 
pleton, Oshkosh, Manitowoc, Wa- 


tertown, Escanaba, Iron Mountain, 
Waukesha, Racine and the Fox, 
Madison. 





From Buyer to Seller 


3enny Kuchuk is out of the Fan- 
chon & Marco New York office as 
a staff booker, but remains on com- 
mish. He had been booking F&M’s 
eastern week-end vaude_ time, 
which lately faded out. 

On commish, Kuchuk is selling 
F&M shows and acts to theatres. 





Nelson-Knight on KFWB 
Hollywood, April 3. 

silly Nelson and Irene Knight, 
former vaude act, go KFWB for a 
spot in ‘Hi-Jinks’ and for a weekly 
quarter hour. 

Another new program in the 
offing at the same station is a beer 
garden to feature three singing and 








at the Biltmore here. 


gagging waiters. 
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(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Shuberts added 19 more shows 
to string for the coming season, 
mostly from Elliott, Comstock & 
Gest. 





Marjorie Rambeau, star of ‘Eyes 
of Youth,’ broke her ankle while 
skating. Receipts fell from $11,000 
to $4,000. 





William E. Robinson, who imper- 
sonated a Chinese magician as 
Chung Ling Soo, killed in England 
doing the bullet catching trick. 
Robinson invented many of the 
standard tricks and was an author- 
ity on spiritualistic fakes. 





Ringling show was planning to get 
$1.10 top and 60c for the cheaper 
seats. No tax on the side show at 
25c with the excess on the other 
tickets counted to cover. Lesser 
shows were to ask 30 and 55c. 





‘Dramatic Mirror’ was sold to 
United Publishers, who intended to 
drop theatricals and make it a pic- 
ture paper. No go. Too many film 
papers already. 





Managers were planning to drop 
one nighters from their show sched- 
ules. Business not so good in the 
sticks. Beginning of the end. 





Cohan & Harris were planning to 
try out 12 plays in spring ventures 
to decide which they would use the 
coming season. 





Mary Pickford, Doug Fairbanks 
and W. S. Hart were planning to 
spend a month working for the 
Liberty Loan drive. They did and 
on the trip formed the United Ar- 
tists. 


Washington was crying for more 


theatres. War workers were pack- 
ing all show shops. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








No training trips for ball players 
in the good old days. They worked 
on the home lot. If it snowed they 
stayed in the gym. First season 
under one association. 





Barthelomew’s Equine Paradox, a 
troupe of 40 trained horses, had 
give 100 consecutive shows in Bos- 
ton and the trainer was presented 
with a $1,000 diamond by the house 
management. 





Fire in a tent show in New Or- 
leans cost two lives. Tent caught 
from a gasoline flare and was put 
out with a single bucket of water, 
but the crowd stampeded. 





Haverly’s minstrels in financial 
trouble. First hint that all was not 
well. He had a cross country chain 
of houses and _ several troupes. 
First chain bust. 





McIntyre and Heath were hired 
for the Barnum & Bailey concert 
after the ring show. 





Tabulation showed 21 circuses to 
take the road. 





Circus clown in England was pre- 
sented by some admirers with a 
locket. Some other admirer swiped 
his watch and chain during the 
presentation. Killed the profit. 





Old Wallack’s theatre renamed 
the Star. ‘Clipper’ offered ‘this may 
seal its doom.’ House stayed open 
for some 20 years when name was 
transferred to a house at 107 and 
Lexington. ; 





Cosmopolitan theatre, which re- 
cently had had a fire, in more 
trouble. One of the columns sup- 
porting the balcony sagged during 
a performance. Cheap house ‘way 
out of town around 42d st. 





Ventriloquist billed himself as the 
‘Octo Miraculum.’ He claimed sole 
rights to ‘talking, speaking or sing- 
ing pictures,’ which would cover 
plenty of ground now. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


With 60 players and 17 directors on its contract list, Metro currently 
has seven players and three meggers, borrowed from other studios, 
working on the lot. Players are Loretta Young, Claire Dodd, Harold 
Huber and Kay Francis, from Warners; Ann Harding, Radio; Sally 
BRilers, Fox, and Miriam Hopkins, Paramount. Negotiations are on with 
Paramount to borrow either Ricardo Cortez or George Raft for ‘Midnight 
Lady’: Borrowed directors are Mervyn LeRoy and William Wellman, 
both fom Warners, and George Cukor from Radio. 

Hollywood has heretofore considered Metro’s contract list too formid- 
able to make borrowing on any great scale necessary. When the pro- 
ducers agreed on the loaning pact several months ago, Metro was the 
main objector, holding out for some time against loaning its players, but 
finally falling in line when it became known that other studios were 
willing to pay a substantial bonus for the use of several MG names. 
With a number of rival studio people now at Metro, studio finds that it 
is losing the profit it made on its one loan out of any consequence since 
the pact was made, that of giving Clark Gable to Paramount for one 
picture. Studio receives six weeks’ salary for three weeks of Gable’s 
services at Par. 





During Merian C. Cooper's visit in the east he spoke much to the east- 
ern RKO execs about economy in production. The execs were profoundly 
impressed, particularly with the fact that Cooper was willing to back up 
his aims with cash. Coming from a Hollywoodian, the RKO higher-ups 
were a bit amazed, but happily so. 

The particular point that thrilled them was the fact that Cooper was 
willing to wager $500 of his own money that he would effect a propor- 
tionately equal overhead saving at the RKO studio operation, as the 
company’s eastern heads have accomplished in the home office and in 
the field, on the theatre end. 

These theatre savings, if computed on a yearly basis, are estimated to 
run over $11,000,000. The RKO people expect to spend less than this 
amount altogether on production this coming season. 

Maybe Einstein could figure it, argued the easterners, but for Cooper 
to win his bet, on any kind of basis, the only way to do so would be to 
make no films at all. 


In granting John V. Farrow five years’ probation on a charge of mak- 
ing false siatements in his passport application, Federal Judge Harry 
A. Holzer severely criticized high handed methods of immigration de- 
partment officials. 

The court stated that at the end of the period Farrow could withdraw 
his present plea and enter one of not guilty if his probationary record 
justified. Court also recommended that he not be deported. 

In attacking methods of immigration officials, Judge Holzer stated that 
he had never heard of a parallel wherein one and the same branch 
of government service was vested with the responsibilities of performing 
duties of policeman, investigator, prosecutor, jury, judge and executioner, 
which he pointed out took place in the case of Farrow. 

The Australian screen writer ran afoul of the recent anti-foreign inves- 
tigations, in Hollywood, under Murray W. Garsson’s direction. Latter 
is no longer with the Dept. of Labor, having been let out by Frances 
Perkins, secretary of labor. 

As in the Coolidge and Hoover administrations, there were moves to 
probe the picture business, already under the Roosevelt regime there 
popped up during the past week all of the old picture illness symptoms. 
However, picture spokesmen are confident that the industry under 
Roosevelt need have little fear. 

That Congressman Celler of Brooklyn is inclined toward a Brookhar- 
tian viewpoint came as a marked surprise to the legislative workers who 
had regarded Cellar as a friend of the industry. There had been much 
quiet industry rejoicing when Brookart, bill and all, left Capitol hill, and 
filmdom’s reps figured all that was over. 

As regards Sirovich’s demand for an industry probe, to determine the 
latest courses of its money channels legislative contacts are similarly 
not much perturbed. It is recalled that Sirovich tried similar things in 
the past, including hazing newspaper critics, only to negative results. 

That two of the Roosevelt secretaries were for years former newsreel 
contact men in Washington, is favorably regarded all around. 





German press, trade and others, became considerably excited over an 
article in ‘Tagebuch’ by E. A, Dupont, German director. Dupont, in 
Hollywood, for Universal, wrote a piece for that Berlin fan mag that 
no more foreign talent would be admitted to the United States for film 
work ever and that the current Europeans in Hollywood would all be 
slowly let out. According to Dupont, even the ‘demi-gods such as Garbo, 
Dietrich and Chevalier’ will be slowly eased out and within a short time 
the Hollywood studio would become strictly 100% American from a talent 
standpoint. 

Article was obviously inspired by the anti-foreign talent campaign 
under special investigator Murray W. Garsson, since let out by Frances 
Perkins, the new secretary of labor. 





What looks like an out-and-out publicity stunt is Ahe Warner Bros.’ 
Coast suit against Aline MacMahon, seeking $27,500 damages for alleged 
refusal to play a scene in ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’. Litigation is claimed 
at the studio to have been brought on by Miss MacMahon’s contract, 
which gives her the right to refuse to play any indecent scenes. Studio 
execs say that with a wealthy husband, the player has been independent 
and choosy, Scene in dispute is where Warren William, dead drunk, is 
to be disrobed and put to bed by Miss MacMahon. When she first refused 
to carry out the director’s instructions, a double was called in, the action 
claims. The subsequent footage was declared no good, and she was again 
notified to make the scene. Her second refusal was followed by the suit. 





Before signing waivers to take the 50% emergency period cut, several 
of the top pay coast players demanded a signed agreement by their 
producer bosses to the effect that the waivers would be null and void 
should it ever be discovered that any of the cut salary was rebated to 
any other person taking the slash. 

Back of this was a feeling on the part of the high priced talent that 
the wholesale cutting might not be altogether on the up-and-up and 
that in some cases persons apparently agreeing to half salary might 
later be rebated. 


Holders of secured claims against Fox West Coast say they are in a 
far worse position than those with unsecured claims, because they have 
no voice in the election of a trustee. Some of them point out that even 
if they could vote, it would have to be for those now in power, because 
if they did otherwise and the present regime continued, their rebel action 
would be remembered. Since almost every secured creditor is a partner 
in theatre holdings with F-WC they are not making many audible com- 
plaints against the existing organization. 


Otto Kahn, of Kuhn, Loeb, Paramount bankers, and Mildred Zukor, 
both P-P bondholders, returned to New York on the Rex Thursday night 
(30), their return believed hastened by the P-P bankruptcy and the 
election of a trustee yesterday (Monday) with deposit of bonds for vot- 
ing desired. Kahn is listed as controlling $200,000 in 6% bonds; Mildred 
Zukor Loew a total of $26,000 in 5% and 6% bond issues, 





With things not going so good, editor of a coast trade paper, his wife, 





and a backer have formed a corporation to conduct a florist’s establish- 
ment. This will kill off his only two regular advertisers, also florists, 





who have been paying off in posies. 





ihe 


Philip Morris’ decision to go NBC came the day before the musicians’ 
union in Boston decided on the special scale it would allow this cigaret 
account for the recording of its Yankee network show. Disc intention 
was spot broadcasting in other sections of the country. Tobacco outfit 
lost patience with the protracted union negotiations and yielded to the 
chain's sales talks. 

Arrangement P-M had in mind was to pick up the New England pro- 
gram, originating out of Boston, by wire for recording in New York, 
After the musicians’ union had advised the Yankee web that the men on 
the Philip Morris stanza would have to be paid an extra fee if the series 
were recorded, it found that its regulation didn’t contain a waxing scale. 
Eventually the union officials agreed that the charge would be $10 per 
man above the studio salary, but it was too late, 











While Coast musicians are expected to propose a 15% cut in their 
wage scale, it is understood that the two Los Angeles chain stations 
KFI (NBC) and KHJ (CBS), will be compelled to pay added costs for 
chain broadcasts, a tab that has previously been waived. 

Heretofore the union had agreed not to charge extra for programs of 
these stations going over the circuits on condition that the broadcast 
bands were kept up to a 25-man minimum, done in both cases. Whether 
or not this minimum crew ruling will be affected by the new scale is 
undetermined. 





Southern California papers give at least three times as much space to 
CBS publicity matter than to NBC, according to a check-up. One of 
the chief reasons, it is pointed out, is the indifferent attitude shown the 
papers by the NBC local outlet in the matter of changed programs, 
which often mixes up the daily logs. 

Another reported reason why the papers lean te CBS on the Coast is 
that they are serviced with every type of news from this outlet without 
any attempt to cover up material that might be construed as detrimental 
to the local station or chain. 





The ramifications of radio advertising sometimes create minor entan- 
glements from unsuspected sources. For instance the line in the lyric 
of the song, ‘I Hate to Think That You'll Grow Old, Baby’, from ‘Strike 
Me Pink’, 

One line reads, ‘You have the skin you love to touch, baby’, but be- 
cause that’s Palmolive’s advertised trade-mark slogan, it’s taboo in con- 
nection with other commercial programs, Jack Osterman found this out 
as part of his Jo-Cur broadcast Sunday matinee, He-had to switch ‘the 
line. 





California newspapers and radio stations are still making faces over 
the manner in which each treated the news of the recent earthquake. 
Publishers blame radio in editorials for the early reports, charging the 
ether stations with exaggerations in describing damage and loss of life 

Chief press complaint is that radio carried the first stories of ‘500 dead’, 
Ether faction is retorting that not only did the local newspapers carry 
similar alarming early reports, but that while radio dropped the quake 
the second day the papers continued to keep it alive for two weeks. 
is 





James H. Hanley, Omaha attorney, who is being made a member of 
the Federal Radio Commission, doesn’t know anything about radio, but 
he’s a Democratic wheel horse and something of a law partner of Arthur 
Mullen. Latter was President Roosevelt's floor manager. 

Hanley will probably get along all right because ‘he was prohibition 
administrator in Nebraska, and he didn’t know about or believe in that 
very much either. 





Critchfield agency's liquidation will take some time, from report. There 
is no hurry. The agency was, and is, in good standing. Explanation 
of the fade-out is that with the uncertain future some of the Critchfield 
financial backers simply voted to withdraw their capital. 

Around Chicago $150,000 was mentioned as the cash sum taken out of 
the business in the form of return of original investment. 





George Tormey continues as head of the program department of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, ad agency. 

Bob Goldstein, reported slated for that berth, is a talent buyer with an 
office in the B-S-H agency, also doubling as Abe Lyman’s manager. 


Inside Stufl—Legit 


‘Variety's’ recording of a ‘no opinion’ in the New York dramatic critics’ 
box score has again been challenged, this time by Walter Winchell. 
Obviously, the method for arriving at conclusions in the reading of legit 
reviews needs clarifying onee more. 

A ‘no opinion’ is an evasion, in one way or another. It means failure 
of the reviewer to express himself clearly and without doubt as to his 
opinion of the box office chances of the show. Ryviews which through 
contradictory statements fail to deliver one definite opinion are set down 
as ‘no opinions’, Likewise criticisms that confuse the reader who seeks 
a clear appraisal of the show in question. 

The ‘no opinion’ called on Winchell was for his review of ‘Pigeons and 
People’. The conclusion of his notice read, in part, ‘It is my idea of a hit 
show. I mean, I think ‘Pigeons and People’ merits success—but I 
wouldn’t make a large bet that it will have it.’ 








Storehouse on West 43rd street that held the props and productions of 
the late Flo Ziegfeld’s shows, has been virtually emptied. Recently many 
wagonloads have been carried away and burned, some of the wooden 
construction being broken up and given to neighborhood (‘Hell's Kitchen’) 
kids for home fuel. Among the things disposed of were trappings dating 
back to the ‘Follies’ of 1912. By disposing of the stuff which had no 
intrinsic value, the estate has reduced the rental costs. 

The large Shubert storehouse on Greenwich street in the Village has 
been stripped, with many settings also put to the torch. Shubert re- 
ceivers announced some time ago that the building would be turned 
back to the mortgagors. 

It is reported, however, that any Shubert settings which may be re- 
vamped for use, are to be found backstage in the various Shubert the- 
atres, in New York and out of town. Nearly every house has its spare 
set and that goes for much electrical equipment. 





Morris Green has applied to the Authors League for arbitration of 
differences between himself and Irving Kaye Davis, press agent and 
author. Green has the production rights to Davis’ ‘The Naked Woman’, 
but the latter has refused to accept any of the name players suggested 
by the manager. Leonore Ulric, Fay Bainter and Francine Larrimore 
were proposed by Green, with Davis turning down all three. 

Davis’ wife is Elsa Shelley. She appeared in other Davis’ works and 
was formerly professionally known as Bertha Broad. Last of the Davis 
plays around Broadway was the short-lived ‘Veils’, presented at the 
Forrest a year or two back. 





Reported the receivers of the Barrymore theatre near Broadway asked 
the landowners for a rent reduction. Latter quoted ‘Variety’s grosses on 
‘Design for Living’ as counter-argument for an increase in terms. 
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New York Legit Index 





(This 
‘Variety’ reviews appeared.) 


10-25-52 
2-14-33 
1-17-33 

12-20-32 
2-28-33 

10-11-32 
2-28-33 


*absent Father, The’ 
‘academy Dramatic Arts . 
‘a Good Woman, Poor Thing’....«. 
‘alice in Wonderland’ 
‘Alien Corn’ 
‘americana’ . 
‘American Dream’....-- 
‘anatomist, The’. : 
‘anybody's Game’.‘...> 
‘A Saturday Night’ 
‘autumn Crocus’... 
‘Bad Manners’....- errrrrr ree 
‘Ballyhoo’ 
‘Barrister. The’.....+- 
*Before Morning’ 
‘Belmont Varieties’...... 
"Best Years’.....--ceerseecevcees ° 
‘Bidding High’. .ccocserccesseces e 
‘Big Night’ 
‘Biography’ 
‘Black Sheep’ 
‘Both Your Houses’ 
‘Camille’ 
"Carry Nation’......seeereeeeeees e 
‘Chrysalis’ 
‘Clear All Wires’ 
‘Conquest’ 
‘Criminal at Large’.... 
‘Dark Hours, The’ 
‘Dangerous Corner’ 
‘Dear Jane’ . 
‘Depression TEmIOCIES ccc bscvcccces . 
‘Dinner at Eight’ 
‘Dubarry, The’ seeee 
‘Empress Eugenie’ 
‘Evensong’ 
‘Far Away Horses’ 
‘Firebird’ 
‘Flying Colors’ 
‘Forsaking All Others’ 
‘Four o'Clock’ 
BOT DIVOTES oc ccccccccccccsese ° 
‘Girls in Uniform’ 
Girl Outside, The’...cc.cccceee eee 
‘Good Earth, The’ are 

‘Great Magoo, The’... 
‘Greater Surprise’... 
*‘Hangman’s Whip’ 
SOS EOE co cctcececcivideacse 
‘Honeymoon’ 
‘I Loved You Wednesday’ 
‘Incubator’ . 


eee teat tan eeee 


eet terre tetas 





1-24-33 
12-20-32 
10-18-32 

3-14-33 
11- 8-32 





Tere eee eee ee ee eee 


ee ee ee 


10-18-32 
11- 8-32 


OUT OF TOWN 


(Shows this season which opened 


York. Also out of town revivals or 





re Ce «6 besos hance ecae » 11-15-32 
en i CN Os caecbbecceecaace - 1-17-33 
, Bile.” ere ir scon. FO 4-82 
Den SUEOW vodce.ceeegeeeees’ oe ee 1-17-33 
i Onn... vcbboene sees 6 e 11-22-32 
‘Bringing Up Father’......... eee 1-31-33 
‘Broadway Rhapsody’......... eooe 1-24-33 
Cantor-Jessel ....... easeneccosese - ae 1588 
EINE, «EAD cccccnisectccccvcces Le Bebs 
Chicago Operetta Co.......+:+. our 
‘Chillingtons, The’.....+-. geeabiode 
“oeumee im the Nest’... .caccccces ° 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac’.....cssccsee e 
"etrait § Civic’.....o. eheneetes ese 
ene OR PRPRAG vcccccccccece eee 
‘Doomsday Circus’.......0s+e+- ere 
‘Doris Kenyon’.......+ éueenee ueee 
‘Family Upstairs’...... oerecstese e 
‘Forward March’..... Svetdan te? eee 10-25-32 





1-10-33 
10-11-32 


Grand Guignol’.... 
‘Harlem’ 


‘ssommy Dumpty’ .....cicccocses . 9-20-33 
‘In Abraham's Bosom’........ seee 11-15-32 
SE (atthe choanGes bh0800 560508 e 10-25-32 
‘Intermission’ ........ ee oe « 10- 4-32 
OE errr e 1-17-23 
a Fr ° 2-13-32 
ee ————Eee ap ase 











season’s Broadway shows and the dates of issues in which the | 







Ce ee eeoe 11-20-82 | 
‘Keeping Expenses Down’...... ee 10-25-82 | 
‘Late Christopher Bean’......... « ll- 8-32) 
‘Late One Evening’...........:. eee 1-17-33 | 
ee RE since cbc debscheres ee 9-27-32 | 
"EACtIO DIAC Bock’ sccsccoscesccce Ye 8-881 
ee. VOI vo0+ cece ececccece pece 3-14-33 
“RMEEEIOEE §«ecccveccccooccesceeeee «6m TER 
 ioenersseceeseee Scesec ° 2-27-32 
5 OE” ee as 12- 6-32 
‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’, 9-13-32 
pS ERE ae ° 1-31-33 
ot MD  "— eee ° 3-21-33 
“Masks and Fraces’...cceccccece e+e 8-21-33 
geen wWcGirees eececcccccce 2-21-33 
"ene Bee Wight’. wc cccccccccesace, MSGS 
“Music Hall Varieties’....... esccee 11-29-82 
“ee WP GO MEP sccedenceceeces « 11-15-32 
CE eta bee ce ce cede e Ceccetce « 10-11-32 
ME OO — aa eeccecce « 10-11-32 
‘One Sunday Afternoon’......... - 2-31-33 
eG SN, UW cos ceserececess eee 10-11-32 
et SUE hein Gos nce bobs dee be eose 8- 7-33 
‘Passionate Pilgrim, The’..... esoe 10-25-32 
.. dau: csenhdtssecee eocce 10-18-32 
‘Perfect Marriage’...... evcsccccce 11-22-32 
‘Pigeons and People’.....ccccoscce 1-24-33 
"ROG PIGRE 06s ccccccséecee eccccece 12-20-32 
*"RendeZvous’ ....ceees asecetecose DDE 
‘Run, Little Chillun’ ’.....ccsecce 3- 7-33 
‘Saint Wench’......s.0» eosccccece 920-88 
‘Shakespeare Theatre’.....e+eeeeee 11-22-32 
‘Shuffle Along of 1933’..ceceessese I+ 3-33 
‘Sickness of Youth’....cescsescsee 1-10-33 
‘Smiling Faces’........ cececcccsee 9 6-32 
‘Stork Is Dead, The’..cccccccccce 24-82 
‘Strike Me. Pink’...ccccseccceccces 8° 7-88 
‘Success Story’...ccocscesseccecces 10 4-82 
“‘Burqeon, TRO’...cccccssccecccescee Lae saws 
‘Take a Chance’...ce. 11-29-32 
‘Teatro de Piccoli’... 1- 3-33 
‘Tell Her the Truth’. ..ceccocceces Ile 1-82 
‘Three Cornered Moon’...sasseseee 3-21-33 
wis, seer eeeer se eeeeeetteooe 9-27-32 
‘Twentieth Century’....cccccccccee 1- 3-33 
‘Two Strange Women’......eeeee0 1-17-33 
"WORE cnt edeneadees ccccceses 10- 4-32 
‘Walk a Little Faster’....ccsseoe 12-13-32 
"We, the People’. .csccccccccccccee 1984-88 
‘When Ladies Meet’....ccsescesee 10-11-32 
Yiddish Operetta....ccsecssessssee 1-31-33 
‘Yoshe Kalb’. .cccccseceevececvcce 10- 1-32 


out of town and never reached New 
local productions.) 






Lauder, Sir Harry. .ccccccoccccese 12+ 6-82 
‘Merry Go Round’........ ecccccee 11-29-32 
‘Merry Widow’ (revival)....eeseee 11-22-32 
‘Mr. Mary Sawyer’........ essesee 10-25-32 
‘No Money to Guide Her’........ 11-29-32 
‘Passing BROW’ ..ccccccece coccccse 9-20-32 
‘Petticoat Town’. ..+:.2e0- ae 1l- 1-32 
‘Plain Man and His Wife’.....66. 1- 3-33 
‘Pure in Heart’...cccccsccceeccecee 10-11-82 
‘Pyamalion’ .i00¢se0s cccccceccceces 12-20-32 
‘Real Thing, The’ .ccsccescocsecces 1-17-33 
‘Red Robin’..... eee eeeeeeeettese 3-14-33 


‘Rookery Nook’...ccccescceccceces 11-22-32 
‘Rose of Flanders’...ceccccsccessese 9-27-32) 
“BOG . WEG’ sccccccoce eeeereeeseeres 1 






‘Second Man, The’ .cccesccessoese 2- 7-33 
‘Son of Perdition’....cecsccccessse 3- 7-33 
‘Spite GOS 2. s 6:00 ot nt00% Ceocecet sce 1l- 1-32 
‘Tattle Tales’......... 1-3-3383 and 2- 7-33 
Theatre Unit, Inc..... coesccccesee 10-18-32 
‘Too True to Be Good’... ecocce Ale 1-82 
‘Trip to Pressburg, A’ eooe 3-14-33 
‘Under the Covers’....+.. ecco 3-14-83 
‘Undress Parade’...cscescsecseceese 3-14-33 
‘Uptown Players’..cccocccccececece 3414-33 
‘Very Great Man’........ ce0ceesese Beane 
‘You Never Get a Break’...e.ee+2 12-13-32 
"Young Ideas’.....csccovceccsccee 10-18-32 








U. S. GROUP GOING FOR 


PRODUCING IN LONDON | 


A group of six Philadelphians 


have proposed to*enter show busi- 
ness on the production end, with 
their enterprises centered in London 
rather than Broadway. Idea is to 


present from four to six musical 
shows there. Instead of actual new 
attractions, rights to American suc- 
cesses will be sought. 

Deal has progressed to the point 
of interesting Bobby Connolly, who 
will be director of production. The 
first show aimed at the British cap- 
ital during the spring is ‘Take a 
Chance,’ current at the Apollo, New 
York, which Connolly staged for 
Schwab & DeSylva. 

Understood the Philly group has 
given assurances the bankroll will be 
ample, If the plan is successful, 
new musicals may be produced in 
New York next season by the same 
group. They believe London is a 
more likely spot now because of 
the annual theatre spurt that nor- 
mally starts around Easter, also that 
Show business is in better shape 
there than here. Considered too are 
the lower production and operation 
costs, including English stage sal- 
aries, 





El Capitan Pitmen Out 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Difference of $11 a week has re- 
sulted in a lock-out of the three 
musicians at the El Capitan. 

The 15% reduction in scale voted 
by musicians’ Local 47 for regularly 
employed bands was rejected by the 
house management. Cut would 
have brought the scale to $43.35 per 
man. 





Frederick, Star-Producer 


‘Amber,’ by Martin Brown, has 
been purchased by Pauline Fred- 


erick for legit production. 

William Morris office sold the 
Script to Miss Frederick, who in- 
tends to act in as well as pro- 
duce it. 





| her son to murder another wife, a 
| 


| ganized to fight in the Mexican war 


‘Brigham Young’ Goes On 


Cantor and ‘Sing’ Hit 
Minneapolis Together 


Minneapolis, April 3. 
Minneapolis only gets a roadshow 





every blue moon, but they come in 
pairs, 

The latest example 
which brings the Eddie Cantor troupe 
to the Orpheum for a one-day two- 
performance stand. The same day 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ opens a three- 
night four-performance engagement 
at the Metropolitan. 

When the Lyceum had its in- 
frequent New York Theatre Guild 
attractions, a Shubert-Erlanger show 


is 


a season) always found its way into 
the Metropolitan at the same time. 
The Cantor scale is $2.75 top; ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ $3.30. A sell-out for 
Santor at both performances in the 
2,890-seat Orpheum would mean 
nearly $10,000 for the single day. 


More Coast Activity 
In Legits Than for 





Los Angeles, April 3. 

Likely that six of the 10 legit 
houses here will have attractions 
simultaneously during April for the 
first time since February, 1931, 
when seven shows were on view. 

Currently, only three are in the 
lights, including ‘Dinner at Eight,’ 
opening at the Belasco tonight; 
‘Criminal at Large,’ continuing at 
the El Capitan, and ‘Love's Pass- 
port’ at the Egan, with Lucille La- 
Verne, a subscription proposition. 

‘Privilege Car’ goes into the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse tomorrow (Tues.), 
replacing ‘Too Young to Know,’ 
which lasted two weeks. Former 
stars Betty Compson. Supplanting 
‘Hedda Gabler,’ with Anna Q. Nils- 
son, at the Hollywood Music Box, 
which went dark over the weekend, 
is ‘I’m So Sorry,’ starting Wednes- 
day (5), with George K. Arthur. 

Following ‘Criminal’ at El Capitan, 
in for a run with Pauline Frederick, 
comes ‘Counsellor at Law,’ with Joe 
E. Brown now rehearsing ‘Shore 
Leave’ to tag that. Latter will be 
given a San Francisco date before 
showing locally. 

In rehearsal is ‘The Hand in the 
Fog,’ which Louis O. Macloon is 
producing for the Geary, ’Frisco. No 
Los Angeles date has been set for 
the play, which will have Robert 
Warwick, Claudia Morgan, Wynd- 
ham Standing, Crauford Kent and 
Paul Hanson in the cast. 

Oliver Morosco is after the Bilt- 





Amid Mormon Debate 


Omaha, April 3. 

‘Brigham Young’, opening tonight 
(3) at the Omaha Community Play- 
house, deals with the subject of 
Mormonism, It was written by John 
McGee, a native of these parts, who 
now is director of the Purdue Uni- 
versity Little theatre, and Bernard 
Szold, director of the Omaha Play- 
house. Both have spent a long time 
in research. 

Play seems to worry both the es- 
tablished Mormon church and the 
Reorganized Church of Latter Day 
Saints, an offshoot of the former. 
The Reorganized Church represen- 
tatives, who have been in Omaha 
conferring with the authors after 
reading the script, object to Joseph 
Smith, founder of Mormonism, be- 
ing referred to as a ‘polygamist.’ 

Ray Whiting, pastor of the Reor- 
ganized Church in Council Bluffs, 
Ia., across the river, said that he’d 
zo to court if necessary to prove the 
‘stubborn authors’ wrong about their 
reference to Smith’s polygamy, but 


they claim historic authority and 
stick by their guns. 
That part is all right with the 


rf lar Mormons, who were repre- 
sented by E. R. South, an attorney, 
in the conference. But they don’t 
like the scene wherein two elders 
swap wives with one throwing ina 
pinto pony for good measure. They 
also are nettled by a scene in which | 
one wife of Brigham Young tells 





new favorite. And they say the 


authors burlesque the famous Mor- | 


mon Legion, a band of 500 men or- | 
at the request of the President in | 
1847, in exchange for which he per- 
mittde them to settle in Utah. 





Giddap, Big Horses 
Philadelphia, April 3 
Shubert Lawrence 
nephew and general representative 
of the Shuberts in Philly, is organ- 
izing an association of theatre man- 
agers in this city to propose install- 


ing beer bars to dispense beer dur- 


Lawrence 


j 


‘ing the Interm{ssions in local legits. 


| up 


i thing 


i which 


| Henry 


. , 
| Fog 


more for ‘Conception’ although no 
deal has been closed either for 
house, or with Equity. 

Planning Coast road tours are 
Pauline Frederick, who is taking out 
‘Amber’ and ‘Her Majesty, the 
Widow’; ‘The Only Girl,’ produced 
by Herbert Heidecker and Eddie 
Lambert. 





Peggy Fears’ London 
Venture Hits a Snag 


Plan of Peggy Fears to send the 
east and production of ‘Champagne 
Supper’ to London, instead of show- 
ing it on Broadway, is in doubt. It 
was thought the idea was entirely 
feasible because most of the players 
are British. However, a hitch to 
immediate embarkment came as a 
result of that_circumstance, one of 
the leads stating she did not care to 
make the trip because, being a Brit- 
ish subject, she would not be per- 
mitted to enter this country upon 
the show's return. 

Another angle is a marital mix- 
between Miss Fears and her 
backer-hushand, A. C. Blumenthal. 

The tiff reached the dailies at the 
week-end. Miss Fears is reputed to 
have admitted retaining Max Steuer 
for legal advice, but she declared no 
action has been taken. One paper 


|quoted Miss Fears as seging every- 


might be okay if she could 
talk things over with Blumey pri- 
vately, but that the only time she 
reached him, he was ‘surrounded by 
‘beauties’. 


stage and society 





FRISCO LEGITS SET 
San Francisco, April 3. 
Two new ones set for this month | 
include two weeks of ‘Shore Leave,’ 
Joe E. Brown will do for 
(10), and the Eddie | 
pi 
‘Jig 


zar Monday 
Lambert-John 
Oakland revue, starting 


Se va’ 
Paws, 


| April 16 at the Curran. 


‘Dinner at Eight’ and ‘Hand in the 
are other future bookings by 
3elasco & Curran for the Curran, 


April 4,| 


(one of the few visiting here during | 


Past Year and Half 


A " | 
Duffy, opening at the Alca- | 


Murray-Vivien | 





‘Crazy Quilt’ Ban Costs 
Mayor Party’s Support 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

The banning of ‘Crazy Quilt’ here 
season before last by Mayor W. 
| Anders@1 proved to be one of the 
things shich cost him the indorse- 
ment of his own Farmer-Wabor 
| party for re-election. 

At the convention here last week 
j;to decide whom to back in the 
forthcoming mayoralty election, Al- 
derman I. G. Scott, a Farmer-Labor 
leader, cited the banning of ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ by the mayor as a reason 
why the party should sponsor an- 
other candidate. 

‘Mayor Anderson has 
eccentricities,” shouted 
Scott. ‘His prohibition 
| Quilt’ is a sample of this eccen- 
tricity and narrow-mindedness. He 
won't even be on the ticket after 
the June primary.’ 

The convention indorsed W. A. 
Lattimer, an attorney. Two other 
candidates in the mayoralty race 
are A. G. Bainbridge and Lohrn 
Miller, owner and manager of radio 
station WRHM. , 


MET. BENEFIT’S $16,000 





too many 
Alderman 
of ‘Crazy 











Society's benefit for the Stage Re- 
lief Fund at the Metropolitan Sun- 
day (26) was a bigger financial suc- 
cess than anticipated, the net pro- 
ceeds approximating $16,000. There 
is a hitch in the settlement, how- 
ever, because of differences with 
the stage hands. 

The crew presented a bill for $1,- 
550 and the Citizens’ Committee, 
which sponsored the show, put in 
an objection, which, it is reported, 
has been placed before the union's 
heads. The Met uses a large num- 
ber of stage hands for its operatic 


presentations and the minimum 
crew otherwise is 28 men, who 
worked the benefit. 

The stage hands’ problem is in 


the hands of Jay Carlyle and 
Dewees Dilworth, social registerite 
heads of the financial end of the 
benefit. In the regular legit benefit 
performances, the crew works 
gratis, since the union’s beneficial 
fund receives 10% of the proceeds, 
same applying to musicians, if mu- 
sicals are presented for Relief Fund 
purposes. The society bunch, how- 
ever, refused to go along with that 
arrangement for the Met affair, in- 
sist‘ng the show was designed solely 
for the Fund. Gross takings were 
$25,000, there being a number of 
side issues to attract money, all go- 
ing to the benefit purposes. 

Last Sunday (2) a benefit was 
held at the Hippodrome, the Relief 
Fund and the California earthquake 
sufferers to split the net. Next 
Tuesday (11) a matinee benefit of 
‘The Cherry Orchard’ is carded at 
the New Amsterdam, Fund to re- 
ceive total net. 

Tabulation of contributions for 
the week up to March 31, not in- 
cluding the Met event: 
Previous contributions ..... 
‘Alien Corn’ benefit 


Constance Bennett Party... 93 
7—eetecs Cri, Te.. s+ nr0cte0e 50 
Gertrude Smith ..uc.anesecs 2° 
seannic &, Smith... 6cc00eeeee 25 
Bese CODER . 256s corsece ons 25 
Ottilie Amend 996400040000 20 
Caroline Willies ..,.<ccese, . 10 
Mary and Florence Nash (In 

memory of Jefferson De- 

po errr ere rer rr. er 10 
Richard 8S. Aldrich ......¢.. 10 
Prooklyn Fed. Jewish Chari- 

EIOG sé sedesecncaees ceoccccce 10 
Other contributions ......ee6 60 





$236,084 


Connelly-Liveright? 


Pittsburgh, April 3. 
Returning to his home town for 
the first time in almost 20 years 
for the opening of ‘The Green Pas- 





tures,’ Mare Connelly told old 
newspaper friends that he is fin- 
ishing a new play which he may 
produce himself next season. Con- 
nelly said he is contemplating a 
serious fling at production, prob- 
ably in association with Horace 
| Liveright. 
Playwright, then a reporter for 
the old Pittsburgh ‘Sun,’ left Pitts- 
i burgh in 1915 and hasn't been back 


‘since. 


A. | 


EXCEEDS FUND’S HOPES: 


Managers See in Equitys Coolness to 
New Pact an Aim for Domination 


+ 


The reason for the tenacity with 


showmen the 


the Basic 
| Agreement between the Managers’ 
| Protective Association and Equity, 
| was indicated last week when the 
first arbitration hearing on the 
| question of whether the contract 
|} Shall be voided or continued, was 
| held. 


| . 
|} which some oppose 


termination of Minimum 


| It is virtually conceded on both 
| sides that the Agreement is out- 
| moded, as regards its original in- 
;tent—that of preventing actors 
| walking out in sympathetic strike 
jin the event of a strike of stage 
j}hands or musicians, or both. Also 


j the 80-20 casting thing is obsolete. 
Fact that Equity has side-stepped 


| several unofficial proposals for 
|working out a new agreement, 
prompts the managerial thought 


that Equity has or will have the 
whip hand at the termination of the 
Agreement, a 10-year contract that 
expires in about one year—May 12, 
1934. These feelers were sent out 
by the Theatre League and as the 
League membership is supposed to 
represent 95% of Broadway's pro- 
ducers, there is no reason appar- 
ent why Equity has preferred to 
side-step the proposition. 
Shubert In Opposition 


Lee Shubert is credited with be- 
j;ing the leader in the contest to 
hold on to the Agreement and is the 
main proponent of the belief that 
Equity has assumed an arbitrary 
attitude. It was Shubert who broke 
away from the old Producing Man- 
agers’ Association in 1924 and with 
associates signed the present pact, 
with the formation of the M.P.A, 
At that time the Shuberts were or- 
ganizing the corporation which is 
now in receiverstip. It was later 
alleged that banking interests had 
demanded assurance @gainst a repe- 
tition of the 1919 actors’ strike, but 
that Shubert never mentioned that 
to his fellow managers, has never 
been denied. There is no similar 
pressure now for Shabert’s fighting 
pose in continuing the Agreement. 

Both the managers and Equity 
allege violation of the contract 
provisions and at the first arbitra- 
tion session the edge seemed to go 
the managers. Second session was 
held Monday (3), but the decision 
will probably not be reached until 
late this week. The M.P.A. con- 
tended .that Equity independent 
managers are given rights as fa- 
vorable if not more so, as members 
of the managers body. The priv- 
ileges referred principally are 
Equity’s willingness to permit the 
indie producers to put on shows 
without having to post salary guar- 
antees. \ 

M.P.A. Troubles 


Among the indie producers are 
some of Broadway's best known 
managers. Little trouble has oc- 
curred between them and Equity, 
whereas the M.P.A. has been al- 
most constantly embroiled in con- 
troversy with the actors’ or- 
ganization. Principal allegation of 
the contract breach on the part of 
the M.P.A. has been the failure to 
pay salary claims awarded against 
it. It was admitted the M.P.A. did 
not refuse, but for the past 18 
months has demurred at payment 
on one pretext or another. 

‘We regard the agreement as a 
stabilizer, despite the fact that only 
some managers are members of the 
M.P.A., said a showman. That is 
a mild expression in explanation of 
why the managers do not want the 
agreement to be abrogated. 

The arbitrator for the M.P.A. is 
Walter Reade. Professor Wesley 
Sturges, of Yale, an authority on 
international law and arbitration, is 
acting for Equity, while Francis H. 
Sisson, vice-president of the Guar- 
anty Trust Co., is the judge. Equity 
claimed that $29,000 remained un- 
paid in claims to its members, most 
of the sum being charged against 
the Shuberts. 





° 

Downtowner Rings Off 

‘Secret Among Four’ which was 
to have been the debut production 
offered by Kenneth Nash, a New 
| York downtowner, is off. Show did 
‘not look so good at dress rehearsal 
land the new manager ordered the 
j;cast paid for two weeks, p stponing 
ithe opening indefinitely. 

Previously Nash soucht addi- 
itional rehearsal time but Equity 
declined to extend the four week 
‘dimit for dran 
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Play on Broadway 





THE PARTY’S OVER Philly Stock Exploits 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Vanderbilt March 27 by Gar Productions, 
Inc.; written by Daniel Kusell; staged by 
Howard Lindsay; Katharine Alexander and 

arvey Stephens featured. 
in Theodore Blakely....... Effie Shannon 
Theodore Blakely...--+++-+-+- George Graham 
Bla id. ..cccaceccesvcesscoeses Hilda Plowright 
Phyllis Blakely...-seceeeeess Peggy Conklin 
Martin PhillipS....ceeseeess Ross Alexander 
Bruce Blakely....-+-++e+ee++ Harvey Stephens 
Clay Blakely.......«++se++> Geoffrey Bryant 
Mrs. Patricia Henley..Katharine Alexander 
Betty Decker...-.+seeeeesssees Claire Trevor 
Beulah. ..--cscccccsecceees Georgette Harvey 
Oglethorpe...--sereeeeecees G. Albert Smith 





Shaw’s ‘Piracy’ Squawk 


Philadelphia, April 3. 
The Hedgerow Theatre, repertory 
art group in Rose Valley near here, 


and its director, Jasper Deeter, 
came in for some free publicity last 
week in connection with George 


Bernard Shaw's visit to the Holly- 
wood studios. 

On the M-G lot, Shaw met Ann 
Harding, who told him that she 





As a spring presentation, ‘The 
Party's Over’ is fair diversion with 
doubtful chances of registering. 
Picture value indicatec. 

Dan Kusell, who has ' 
verge of doing a show on his own 
for some time, bows in. It has been 
some time since his collaborative 
‘The Gingham Girl,’ a musical click 
that started him and Laurence 
Schwab on Broadway. ‘Party's’ story 
is not widely. dissimilar from that 
told in ‘Three Cornered Moon’ in the 
adjoining Cort, because both are 
localled in fireside mad-houses, tell- 
ing of family squabbles based on 
the shooting of the bankroll. : 

Dialog is punctuated by lines 
which drew laughter, and on that 
element attendance will be based 
because most of the characters are 
unattractive personalities, being em- 
bued with selfishness. Seems a 
matter of personal choice between 
the Rimplegars of ‘Moon’ and the 
Blakelys of ‘Party.’ 

The Blakelys are wholly depend- 
ent on Bruce Blakely, the eldest son, 
geuccessful in New York's financial 
district. Old man Blakely, never a 
success, is what the directory de- 
scribes as ‘gent, retired.’ Mother 
Blakely is wrapped up in various 
civic organizations and the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. 
Clay, a younger son, is ordered 
home from Yale by Bruce, the 
youngster having gone haywire too 
often, including an affair with a 
hash-house waitress Betty who is in 
delicate condition. Phyllis, a sister, 
is goofy about Martin, whose sole 
ambition is to become a radio 
crooner. 

Bruce has decided to wed the 
charming Mrs. Patricia Henley, 
which alarms the family. Phyllis 
has married her irresponsible Mar- 
tin and Clay does the same act 
with Betty, although money has 
been provided to take care of her 
in another way. The new members 
of the family have just about moved 
in when Bruce springs the news 
that he has gone broke, telling the 
parasites that they are all on their 
own—the party’s over, as he puts it. 
Mother and the old boy have been 
provided for. It had been agreed 
between Bruce and his fiancee that 
if his business went blooey, they 
are to marry immediately and they 
exit happily for the curtain, 

The most attractive member of 
the cast is Katharine Alexander, 
playing Mrs. Henley. Her romance 
with Bruce, enacted by Harvey 
Stephens, is not worked up as well 
as it might have been and Miss 
Alexander is on but briefly, not at 
all in the second act. Stephens 
was okay most of the way but im- 
pressed as becoming awkward in 
the finale scenes. Ross Alexander 
as the would-be radio crooner was 
diverting early in the going.in a 
part that had most of the comedy 
chances. Peggy Conklin plays Phyl- 
lis, given too much of the story to 
carry. G. Albert Smith as a secre- 
tary, very loud. Effie Shannon as 
the mother, excellent, 

‘The Party’s Over’ has its mo- 
ments. More than half the notices 
were favorable, but there was a dis- 
tinct difference of opinion. Ibee. 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 
STRANGE GODS 


Philadelphia, April 3. 

This drama—a first play by Jes- 
sica Ball, a Florida woman and wife 
of the editor of the ‘Times Union,’ 
Jacksonville—proved to be one of 
those try-outs which provoke the 
question, ‘Why was it ever pro- 
duced?’ 

Mrs. Ball lays the scene of her 
story in the West Florida pine bar- 
rens, and, presumably, the local 
color, character types and native 
idiom are accurate. Unfortunately, 
she hasn't been able to write a play 


been on the 





to go with them, 
The central characters are a so- 
phisticated New Yorker and his 


wife, a lawyer who had once been 
a suitor for the hand of the wife, 
and an untutored and _ wistful 
‘cracker’ boy, befriended by the New 
York woman, 

The husband, a butterfly collector, 
pictured as a neurotic individual 
who doesn't seem to want his wife’s 
loving devotion. The lawyer comes 
down from New York, admitting 
that he wants to see how the mar- 
riage has turned out, and that if his 
former sweetheart isn’t happy, he 
will take here away, by main force 
if necessary. Husband and friend 


had played in one of his comedies— 
‘Captain Brassbound'’s Conversion’ 
—and was going to do so again. 
Shaw csked the name of the com- 
pany and its manager, and 
she named Hedgerow and Deeter, 
whereupon the famous Irishman 
grew wrathy and declared it must 
be a piratical version. News stories 
reported Miss Harding as retiring 
to her dressing room in tears. 

Papers here used story in full, 
with pictures of Miss Harding and 
Deeter. Deeter’s statement was 
printed. He said the charges of 
piratism were old; that he admired 
Shaw greatly, and it was ‘swell 
publicity anyway.’ ° 


‘Air’ Moving Brings on 
Mgr.-Landlord Dispute 


When the production of ‘Music in 
the Air’ was moved from the Alvin, 
New York, to the 44th Street where 
it resumed after a three weeks 
shut-down due to the moratorium 
slump, there was a mix-up in 
which stage hands, the owners of 
the Alvin and the show manage- 
ment were involved. ‘Air’ was pro- 
duced by Peggy Fears-Blumenthal, 
with Nick Holde the general man- 
ager, who straightened out the 
tangle. 

The Alvin is operated by its 
builders, Pincus, Goldstone & 
O'Day, the latter construction head 
for the first two named. Miffed 
over switching the show to the 
44th Street, A. H. Pincus notified 
Holde that the show would have 
to pay the house $1,600 weekly for 
the three weeks it had remained in 
the Alvin. No explanation was 
made as to the why of the charge, 
but three stage department heads 
were instructed not to touch the 
‘Air’ props and settings. In the 
meantime stage hands called for 
both the Alvin and 44th Street re- 
mained idle, but at regular scale 
wages. 

Holde promptly put the matter 
up to the stage hands union chief, 
James Dempsey, The manager 
pointed out that it was not the 
province of the union or its mem- 
bers to take sides in a controversy 
between managers. The union 
leader agreed and the men were 
ordered to move the show. 

‘Air’ suspended on Tuesday, 
March 14, the box office being in- 
structed to refund on tickets just 
before curtain time. It looked cer- 
tain that the show would take a 
loss that week. The Alvin man- 
agers were anxious to close the 
house, figuring the theatre would 
lose $3,500 weekly for at least two 
weeks, because of the slump. It 
was then agreed to forego the 
usual two weeks closing notice. As 
a matter of fact general theatre 
business materially improved later 
during the week the show folded. 

‘Air’ resumed at the 44th Street 
last Friday (31) under an eight 
weeks guarantee from Leblang’s. 
Latter stipulated the switch in the- 
atres as more conducive to success 
of the deal. ‘Air’ management Yre- 
fused to make payment on the ar- 
bitrary rent charge and it is doubt- 
ful if the claim will reach the 
courts. 








the former commits suicide—reason 
very vague. 

The ‘cracker’ boy, who has come 
to the New Yorkers’ home, is sus- 
pected of murder and _ tracked 
through the swamps. He finally ad- 
mits the truth—that the butterfly 
collector hnd committed suicide. 

The second act has some fairly 
effective melodramatic moments, 
but the third is dull and talky. 

The acting matched the writing. 
Even a good actor like Minor Wat- 
son gave an atrocious performance, 
and Vera Allen, talented English 
actress, seemed uncertain as the 
wife. Richard Ewell had one or 
two good moments as the ‘cracker,’ 
but the only really satisfactory 
characterization was contributed by 
Ralph Theadore as the sheriff. 
Priestly Morrison’s direction was 


not inspired. 
One very admirable setting, an 
interior of a swanky lodge, was 





lock horns with no immediately 
serious results, but later that night, 





largely offset by an exterior of a 


LEGIT PLUNGE 
ON CHl EXPO 


Prospects for legit shows next 
summer in Chicago are looking up, 
with the World’s Fair crowds de- 
pended to furnish prosperous busi- 
ness. That is directly dependent on 
the present set-up of the exposition 
itself, the directors having made no 
provision for theatrical amusements 
within the fair grounds, 


Understood those in charge favor 
holding rather strictly to exposition 
lines. There is to be no midway in 
the sense of that feature of the Chi- 
cago World's Fair of 1892. 


If there is no-change in plans, 
Chicago's theatres, particularly 
those in the Loop, should benefit 
thereby. That would reverse the 
show industry of last summer there, 
when the legit houses were bare of 
shows for most of the heated run. 


Veteran showmen state that for a 
generation or so, show business has 
not benefited from fairs, because 
the fairs were self-contained in of- 
fering amusements, actually opposi- 
tion to theatres. That goes for state 
fairs which formerly were clean-up 
stands for touring shows. During 
more recent seasons, however, book- 
ers have routed attractions away 
from the fair towns. 


It was established that ‘downtown’ 
was no good when the fair was hold- 
ing forth. Earlier there were free 
shows in the afternoons, theatres 
then getting something of a break. 
As soon as night shows were staged 
within fair grounds, theatre at- 
tendance dropped to nothing. Case 
in point: a hit of former years was 
cleaning up in the sticks and was 
slotted into a state fair spot. The 
advance man was doubtful of prof- 
itable trade, but was ordered to blast 
on billing. The manager's predic- 
tion was something like 40 G’s on 
the week. The actual gross was 
less than the cost of advertising, 
which was $2,500. It was quickly 
realized that the various shows and 
come-ons within the fair grounds 
captured the townsmen and the 
visitors, 

There are a number of shows re- 
ported aimed for Chicago next sum- 
mer. Only two are definitely de- 
cided on among the present Broad- 
way crop, ‘Take a Chance’ and 
‘Music in the Air’ (taken off during 
the bank situation). 


Barrels of Hoke for 
A Dime Gets Expiring 
Stock Out of Red Ink 


Lincoln, April 3. 

Grenray Stock company is finally 
out of red ink. Two weeks ago the 
run seemed about over. Patronage 
slowed even for the 3-hour per- 
formance at a 35c top. 

Ray Weaver, however, acting mer. 
for the show made a tieup with a 
local baking company wherein the 
latter delivers a coupon if presented 
with a dime at the b.o. allows one 
adult adm. The 1,400-seater has 
been packed ever since and the 
weekly nut is about $700. 

Company presents a $3-act play 
each week opening with stage band 
presentation and two acts of vaude 
sandwiched between each act. 

Bush Burrichter, comedian, re- 
cently joining the show, is the house 
drawing card. Besides, he picks the 
plays, directs the show, reads up 
on Joe Miller everyday and handles 
the stage exclusively. Vaude acts 
are by members of the company 
presenting routines which used to 
tour major vaude circuits. 














Ocean Cruise Shows 


The Mauretania -vhich saiied Sat- 
urday (1) morning for Bermuda 
and Havana has the following pro- 
fessional show aboard: Eddie Stan- 
ley, m.c.; Carlos Coletta, Carol Gale, 
Mabel Farrar, Jill Raindford, Baron 
and Blair, Marjorie Lane, Bernice 
Jarnot and Sam Mirkur’s orchestra. 

The liner is due back this Sat- 
urday (8) and sails at night on a 
nine-day cruise spanning Easter. It 
will touch Nassau, Havana and 
Bermuda. A larger show will be 
carried: Bernard Granvilla’ m.c.; 
Belle Baker, Shaw and Lee, Sid 
Garry, Jans and Whalen, Helen 
Grant, Bardo and Mann, Nordstrom 
Sisters, Nario and Wazarn, Niccolini, 





native log cabin. Waters. 


Pall Mall and Bernard and Henry. 


WEST OF SINGAPORE 


(Continued from page 15) 


shouting. Arrival in the wilds of 
the social miss’ brother, and then 
the girl in person. The brother 
goes for the blonde and shoots the 
oil man when the latter interferes. 
You can bet her nobs is going to 
misunderstand the situation. But 
the ending has the blonde winning 
the oiler. 

Clyde Cook in for comedy and 
manages fairly well. Story has a 
tinge of ‘Red Dust’ and cast tends 
to overplay. Particularly at fault 
is Weldon Heyburn. Miss Compson, 
featured, is the leisurely blonde. 

Shan. 


TELEGRAPH TRAIL 


Schlessinger production and Vitagraph 
release. Stars John Wayne. Directed by 
Tenny Wright. Sid Rogell, associate pro- 
ducer. Screen play and dialog, Kurt Kem- 
pler; Ted McCord, camera; Wm. Clemens, 
editor. Cast: Frank McHugh, Marceline 
Day, Otis Harlan, Albert J. Smith, Kaki- 
ma Canutt, Clarence Geldert. At Loew's 
New York, N. Y., one day, March 28, on 
double bill. Running time, 54 mins. 





Not the usual western outline, 
story hinging on the stringing of 
the first transcontinental wires. 
Picture is not competent to creep 
out of its classification but good for 
its kind. Direction good with in- 
telligent placement of comedy to 
temper the fight stuff. 

Outline has been used before; the 
white man who uses his Indian al- 
lies to check the march of progress. 
This time it’s a freighter who can 
get fancy prices for his services 
because he alone can bring goods 
through the Indian lines. He scents 
in the appearance of the telegraph 
a means of quick communication 
which probably will interfere with 
his monopoly. So he urges the In- 
dians to prevent completion of the 
line. There is an attack on the 
camp, but Wayne gets word through 
by cutting into the line, and the 
cavalry arrives just in time, though 
it may strike some spectators as a 
couple of minutes late, since there 
is an oyerstress on the attack. Two 
troops of cavalry are used effec- 
tively, though the old plains troops 
did not charge with drawn sabres a 
couple of miles away from the 
enemy, probably a fault of the cut- 
ting. Indian attack is well handled 
and not library stuff. 

Wayne makes a likable young 
scout and it’s not his fault cr Mar- 
celine Day’s that their love scenes 
are overstressed. Otis Harlan and 
Frank McHugh split the comedy. 
Remainder are competent in minor 
parts. Chic. 


Ich Und Die Kaiserin 


(‘The Empress and I’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 22. 
An Ufa-Erich Pommer production. Di- 
rected by Friedrich Hollaender. Screen 
play by Walter Reisch and Robert Lieb- 
mann (based on an idea by Felix Salten). 
Starring Lilian Harvey and Conrad Veidt. 
Musical score by Franz Wachsmann. Theme 
song by Friedrich Hollaender. Camera, 
Friedel Behn-Grun. Sets, Herlth & Roehrig. 


German cast: Mady Christians, Conrad 
Veidt, Lilian Harvey, Heinz Ruchmann, 
Friedel Schuster, Huebert v. Meyrinck, 
Julius Falkenstein. 

English cast: Mady Christians, Charles 
Boyer, Lilian Harvey, Maurice Evans, 
Friedel Schuster, Ernest Thesiger, Huntley 
Wright. 





Friedrich Hollaender’s, musical 
and cabaret wizard’s first effort in 
pix, and a mighty good one, even if 
we put it down as a lucky break 
that, in his first stab at direction, 
he could enjoy all the technical sup- 
port of a big Pommer production. 

Story is laid in the French second 
empire, with Mady Christians as 
the Empress Eugenie and Lilian 
Harvey as her pretty hairdresser, 
who loses one of the garters pinched 
from her majesty. Garter is found 
by a handsome marquis, who during 
a fox hunt stoops for it, falls off his 
horse and, thinking he won't live, 
ow for his first love to sing for 

m. 


By mistake Lilian is taken into 
his hospital room and, seeing her 
garter in the semi-conscious mar- 
quis’ hands, she is embarrassed, 
and when, sotto voce and eyes 
closed, he asks her to sing, she 





starts a brand new little song of 
her boy friend’s, young musician in 
Jaques Offenbach's orchestra. With 
a picture of the Empress opposite 
his bed, the marquis, in his feverish 
dreams, has a vision of the Empress 
being at his bedside, and he is all 
the more puzzled when, after his 
recuperation, he finds out that the 
girl he had sent for hadn’t been 
there to sing for him. He is rather 
sure now that it’s none other than 
her majesty having a yen for him, 
an error leading to amusing com- 
plications at a court ball and at the 
marquis’ house, when he expects the 
Empress for a tete-a-tete supper, 
with the pretty little hairdresser 
coming instead. Moreover, the mar- 
quis is hunting for that strange 
melody of the little song which the 
mysterious lady visitor had sung at 
his bedside, and all ends well when 
he finds out that this song is opus 1 
of young Didier. 


Picture a b. o. hit here, with ex- 
cellent notices, fully deserved, as, 
with lavish settings, smoothly flow- 
ing action, a good cast and nice 
music, it's good entertainment all 
round. 


MANULESCU 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 21. 


Ellen Richter production, Directed by Dr. 
W. Wolff. Foreign distribution, Hisa Films. 
Co-starring Ivan Petrovicz, Ellen Richter, 
Mady Christians. Featuring Olly Geauer, 
H. Hildebrandt, Hubert v. Meyrinck. 
Vv. Fritz Kampers. Screen play by G, 
Klaren and Rameau. 





This is the third time the life of 
Manulescu, most famous of all gen- 
tlemen crooks, has been filmed. 
Conrad Veidt and I. Mosjoukine 
have played the part before. Now 
Ivan Petrovicz is the charming lady 
killer and jewel pincher. 

Screen play shows not much am- 
bition to concoct and develop a real 
continuity; it’s a series of episodes, 
rather, with the hero pilfering jew- 
els and conquering ladies, wherever 
he goes. For a change he is cauyht, 
breaks out of jail, promotes some 
traveling funds and starts the sanie 
old game in Vienna, in the moun- 
tains and in the south of France. 
At the end he is once more arrested, 
again in the act of doing somebody 
a good turn (which seems to bring 
him bad luck). 

Anyway, we are left to believe 
that this time, when he gets out of 
jail, he will reform, thanks to the 
love of a good woman. Thanks to 
its snappy direction, with a lot of 
comedy relief and nice and varied 
sceneries, picture is good b. o. Might 
also stand a decent chance at some 
of the American lingual houses, 
with some of the lead’s name value 
an exploitation angle. 


UNE FAIBLE FEMME 


(‘A Weak Woman’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, March 20. 


Paramount production and release. Dt- 
rected by Max de Vaucorbeil. From the 
play by Jacques Deval. Recorded Western 
Electric, Featuring Meg Lemonnier, Andre 
Luguet and Pierre de Guingand. Para- 
mount theatre, Paris, 








Just a programmer, and it has 
taken all Max de Vaucorbeil’s Hol- 
lywood experience to enable Duval's 
play to be even that. 

Story of Meg Lemonnier, as the 
sweet widow, not being able to de- 
cide between Andre Luguet as a 
sportsman and Pierre de Guingand 
as a foppish musician, doesn’t lend 
itself to much, and has a tendency 
to repeat. 

Meg Lemonnier appears to be put- 
ting on fashionable curves. Acting 
is satisfactory all round. Sets are 
nice and photography good. 





2 Summer Candidates 

‘The Gay Nineties,’ also called 
‘Hunky Dory,’ which is to star Joe 
Cook, may be the first summer mu- 
sical show. Negotiations are under 
way for Courtney Burr to make the 
presentation. 

Another musical aimed for June 
is ‘Scandals’ which George White 
and Irving Caesar have been work- 
ing on for some time. 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Keyhole’ (WB). Gals today 


‘Gabriel Over the White House’ 


‘M’ (Nero). 
realistic artistry, 


intelligensia, 


‘Girl Missing’ (W. B.) 
‘Murders in the Zoo’ (Par). 


‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox). 





give it substance with the ladies. 


Pleasant cast in polite comedy. 
strained by its good manners from gathering the speed necessary t 


won't get terribly wrought up over 


the sad, romantic problems of a heroine with so much money and a pri- 
vate detective hero whose specialty is framing women. 





(M-G). Topical political and eco- 


nomic panaceas. Effectively dramatized with cheers and flag waving 
but questionable for feminine interest, 





The capture of a pathological murderer depicted with 
compassion and dramatic suspense, 
nature of its theme and unfamiliar sordid background to the femmé 


limited by the 





Breezy little ABC mystery that will give aa 
hour’s unpretentious surcease to nabe ladies. 





Cuts off femme response by unpleas- 
antly murdering the sympathetic pair. 





Film re- 
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IENTEN SLUMP 
PERVADES 


PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 3. 
Two of the three theatres open 
reported satisfactory if not sensa- 
gional business and the third housed 


an out-and-out flop. 

Last named was the Broad with 
‘Strange Gods,’ produced by Sam 
Wallach with reported backing by 


the author's husband. With one ex- 
ception, the notices: were pans and 
the show cancelled its second week. 
Show was playing the Broad ona 
straight rental basis. Gross was 
probably not over $2,000. 

‘Another Language’ did not de- 
velop the strength predicted for it, 
and it closed at the Forrest Satur- 
dav night, and lays off at least. un- 
til Easter week. Future undecided. 
Gross was under $7,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ with the aid 
of the American Theatre Society’s 
subscription foundation, got about 
the same figure in its second and 
Jast week at the Chestnut. 

-On Saturday night the Garrick 
relighted with “3-Penny Opera.” 
Considerabie advance interest and 
curiosity was manifest and the sin- 
gle week's engagement should be 





profitable. Philly hasn’t had a mu- 
gical show since ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
and only a couple of tune shows 


since the Christmas holidays. 
Tonight (Monday) finds the Shu- 
bert reopening with its first show 
since ‘Melody’ last December. Co- 
han’s ‘Pigeons and People’ is the 
attraction and the advance sale has 
been encouraging. Looks like a 
good week although, in this huge 
musical comedy house, the real re- 


sults won't show to the eye. Also 
a single week. 
The Chestnut has Ethel Barry- 


more’s ‘An Amazing Career’—also 
for one weekyonly—and despite dis- 
couraging reports from other parts, 
the star should have a good week. 

It seems certain. that Holy Week 
will find Philly without a single le- 
gitimate attraction. 

More discouraging is the fact that 
the Forrest hasn't a single booking 
as yet, although it is figured almost 
certain to get something for Easter 
week. At that time, the Garrick 
will have the latest Mask and Wig 
show, ‘Out of the Blues,’ and the 
Chestnut will have the ‘Piccoli’ in 
for two weeks under subscription of 
American Society. Latter has one 
more play and with ‘Biography’ and 
‘Autumn Crocus’ reported cold, no- 
body seems to know what that play 
will be. It won't be due until May 1. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language’ (Forrest, sec- 
ond week). Didn't show the pick-up 
expected, but held close to opening 
week's pace. Under $7,000. No 
bookings for house announced. 


‘When Ladies Meet’ (Chestnut, 
second week). Subscription foun- 
dation helped, but week's figure 
wasn’t noteworthy, being between 


$6,000 and $7,000. Ethel Barrymore's 
‘An Amezing Career’ this wee only. 

‘Strange Gods’ (Broad). Rented 
house for two weeks, but cancelled 
second. Panned by critics and lucky 
if it reached $2,000. 

“3-Penny Qpera’ (Garrick). 
Opened Saturday night with nice 
Indications. This week only. Mask 
and Wig show next on Easter Mon- 


Fay Tattles,” Beded 
Heads for Chi Expo 


April 3. 

Frank Fay’s new edition of ‘Tattle 
Tales,’ musical road show, with 
Frank Fay and Barbara Stanwyck 
featured, played two good days at 
local auditorium. Show hunger of 
the burg responsible for a good deal. 
This revue at $2 top is more suited 
to the dorps than eastern spots, for 
Which it is headed. 

Route from here to Spokane, Bill- 


Portland, Ore. 


Chicago Legit Just an | 
Echo of Week Before 


April 3. 
weeks the 
legit report might well | 
been a carbon copy. First 
of all the Irish Players grabbed 
their customary spiffy $12,000, or 
thereabouts, and secondly the hardy 
little Cort piece, ‘Family Upstairs,’ 
hovered around $4,000. 

Naturally, interest now looks for- 


Chicago, 
For the several 
Chicago 
have 


past 


ward to the slowly crystalizing 
promises for the summer and 
World’s Fair time. That the loop 


will be more active during the warm 
weather than it was during the 
regular season is a conservative 
statement in the light of the pres- 
ent and the past several months. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Abbey Players — Harris (1,084; 
$2.20) (6th week). Scrams April 17 
for Boston. Still doing excelient 
business and probably not far short 
of $12,000. Rumored for a possible 
return engagement during World’s 
Fair. 

‘Family Upstairs’—Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (15th week). Steay trot; 
$4,000-$5,000 pace week after week 
on cut rates and service passes. 


Pastures’ Holds Seer 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Man Bites Dog’ (Bamberge) 
and Klawans), 48th Street 
‘Enchantment’ (Henry Moses) 
Plymouth 





‘Best Seller’ (Shuberts). Bi- 
jou 

‘For Services Rendered’ (Sam | 
H. Harris). Music Box | 

‘Little Old Boy’ ‘John H 
Hammond, Jr.), Mansfield 

‘Unto the Third’ (James Gil- ]|} 
christ), apartment. 

‘The Comic Artist’ (Arthur | 
Beckhard), Booth. | 


‘Hilda Cassidy’ (Kaplan and | 
Stone), Lyceum. | 


‘Bed and Bored’ (J. Watkins) 
Hudson. 


HAMPDEN’S BIG 











Los Angeles, April 3. 
With a minimum advance cam- 
paign, Walter Hampden 


town last Monday and in eight per- 


came to 





At Pittsburgh, $18,000 


Pittsburgh, April 3. 
Around $18,000 for ‘Green Pas- 
tures’ last week at Nixon, with 
Mare Connelly piece holding over 
and advance indicating another 
profitable session. That’s a neat 
figure considering low top, $2.20. 
Big play for school and college 
trade on holdover week, with special 
rates going to students in parties of 
50 or more. 





Latest booking for Nixon is 
| George M. -Cohan’s ‘Pigeons and 
People,” which comes in April 17. 


House will be dark next week, with 
Pitt's Cap and Gown show April 24 
and Podrecci’s puppets in ‘The Pic- 
coli’ and ‘When Ladies Meet,’ both 
under subscription auspices of 
American Theatre Society, the fol- 
lowing two weeks to wind up season. 





Kruger’s Counsellor’ in 
Frisco Wins Holdover 


San Francisco, April 3. 
Henry Duffy has held over Otto 
Kruger in ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ for a 
fourth week. 3usiness has held up 
in fine style. 
Only competition for the fourth | 

















got $12,000. Hampden 
performances each of 
‘Caponsacchi.’ Both 


bills received attention from the 
high schools and colleges here- 
about, with the students making up 
the major portion of the audiences. 
Hampden does several one-night 
stands between here and San Fran- 
cisco, where he stays a week. 

Pauline Frederick in ‘Criminal at 
Large,’ at the El Capitan, with a 
strong name supporting cast, took 
$6,200 on the opening week. Miss 
Frederick, always a local fav, was 
a good buy by Henry Duffy for this 
piece. 

‘Hedda Gabler’ folded at the Mu- 


formances 
played four 
“Hamilet’ and 


sic Box after three weeks of black 
hunger. Final stanza was under 
$1,200. House remains dark for a 


week, then ‘I Am So Sorry,’ another 
attempt at legit producing’ by 
George Kk. Arthur, who’s out whip- 
ping up his advance sale from office 
to office already, c.o.d. He’s no fool. 

‘Too Young to Know’ closed at the 
Hollywood Playhouse to $1,700 Sat- 
urday after two weeks of unsatis- 
factory business. Piece was pro- 
duced with picture hopes, but no 
nibles resulted. ‘Privilege Car’ opens 
April 4. Production is another aimed 
at a screen sale. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Walter Hampden, Biltmore ‘one 
week only) (D-1,656-$2.75). Beat 


the local guessers by getting $12,000 


126 TOPS L. A. 


B way Enters Spring in Good Form, 
Last Week Affected About 107, 


productions will play out the 
which has two months to go. 
are seven other attractions on the} 
current boards, including five re- | 


| vivals which are eperating at small | 


on | 
Phere | 





money. 
Another high gross mark was set 

by ‘Strike Me Pink, which approxi- 

| mated $37,000, about all the house | 
(Majestic) can do at the scale 

Nearest to that musical is ‘Take a| 
Chance,’ around $19,000. The dra- | 
matic leader, ‘Design for Living,’ 
with grosses around $27,000, still! 
has no contender, and half the 20} 


| weeks’ engagement has been played 
' to virtual sell-out attendance. 

Four out of five musicals lead the 
summer holdover possibilities, with 
‘Pink’ the standout; ‘Chance,’ ‘Music 
in the Air’ (which resumed Friday, 
31) and ‘Gay Divorce,’ the others. 
Summer stays by the dramas are 
less likely. ‘Design’ could hold over, 
but is due to stop at the end of May. 

Only one arrival last week, ‘The 
Party’s Over,’ at the Vanderbilt, 
which drew some good notices, but 
mostly mixed opinions. Credited 
with a starting pace of $5,000, it 
may land moderately. Only one 
withdrawal last Saturday, ‘A Satur- 
day Night,’ Playhouse. 

Due next week: ‘Three Penny 
Opera,’ Empire; ‘For Services Ren- 
dered,’ Booth, and ‘Strange Gods,’ 
house not named. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Alice in Wonderland,’ New Am- 
sterdam (9th week) (C-1,702-$2.20). 
‘The Cherry Orchard,’ revival, plays 
first half; both shows announced in- 
definite; nearly $14,000; three mati- 
nees. 

‘Alien Corn,’ Belasco (7th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Drama's exceptional 
feminine draw should keep it in un- 
til summer; nearly $14,000. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (21st | 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). 
money success; makes money at av- | 
erage of $6,000 weekly, with house 
and show under same management. 

‘Biography,’ Avon (17th week) (C- | 
§30-$3.30). 
































season, | Summer 


Broadway's business had tend- ; Closed last Saturday (1) after playe- 
ency to shade off last week, some! ins five weeks; relights this week 
; | with ‘Her Tin Soldier.’ 

| grosses being affected about 10%,| / . : . 

bet thes —_ Dee: ta. thet ‘Strike Me Pink, Majestic (ith 
2 ~~. . “e’*b ons ; = © a ° 
yu ie re wet exce} ins week) (R-1,700-$3.85) Virtual ca- 
trend and some increases were re-| pacity all last week including mid- 
| corded. The legits may be said to} week matinee; gross approximated 
| $37 10: © nder Tor rroce 
have fully recovered from the mora- | * ages vi _ho contender for gross 
torium slump and the spring period | '@ershln. 

started well, the fewness of shows| ‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (19th 
| dropping out attesting to that fact. | week) (M-1,720-$4.40) Runner up 
It is indicated that 17 out of 22| among musicals and another likely 


paced around 
and somewhat 


holdover: 
$19,000 last week 
more previous week 


‘The Party’s Over,’ Vanderbilt 
(2nd week) (C-971-$3.50). Started 
| fairly well with approximate gross 
of $5,000; claimed agency = sales 
showed life. 

‘Three Cornered Moon, Cort (4th 
week} (C-1,043-$2.75). Moderate 
mciey show that figures to stick 


through spring; paced around $6,000. 

‘Twenticth Century,’ Broadhurst 
(l4th week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Start- 
ing pace for resuméd engagement 
around $9,000; regarded satisfactory 


and engagement expected to last 
} threugh spring. 
‘Gocdbye Again,’ Masque (15th 


(C-700-$3.30). Percentage 
arrangement between players and 
management; pace of $5,000 there- 
fore okay; indefinite. 
Other Attractions 
Shakespeare theatre (Jolson’'s): 
Shakespearean revivals. 


week) 


‘Tragcdy of the Ages,’ Mecca 
Temple; religious drama opens 
Thursday (6). 


‘As Husbands Go,’ Forrest; re- 
vival. 

‘Riddle Me This,’ Hudson; re- 
vival. 

‘The Best People,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 

‘Young Sinners,’ Ambassador; re- 


vival. 


Seatile Stock’s $3,990, 
‘Sing’ Opposish, $11,000 


3. 
at 





Seattle, April 


American Players’ building 


Moore, with second week grossing 
Moderate | $3,900 or $800 over first. 
bands Go’ the attraction. 


‘As Hus- 


William Walsh and Billy Van 


Every starring in ‘As Husbands Go.’ 
¢ Manager Wolf has good lineup for 
Making run of it and! future weeks, including ‘Laff That 


week is Walter Hampden at the | for the week with his two plays. should last into summer; up some-| Off,’ “The Vinegar Tree’ and ‘Death 
Columbia in ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Capon- ‘Criminal at Large,’ El Capitan] what last week, $10,500; very good | Takes A Holiday.’ 
sacchi,’ latter drawing an okay from | (ist week). Got away to a good | in this house. | Closing 3-day ‘engagement at the 
Catholic Church as all right for] start at $6,200 for the opener. Open- ‘Both Your Houses,’ Royale (5th! Metropolitan, four performances, ‘Of 
Lenten attendance. Opens to-| ing night near capacity, with piec- | week) (D-1,118-$3.30). Surprising | Thee I Sing’ surprised with packing 
night (3). ; ture mob well represented. matinee strength with mid-week | the house nights at $3.30 top. Total 
Curran, Geary, Tivoli and Presi- ‘Hedda Gabler,’ Music Box (3d]/ afternoon virtual capacity; well| intake for the four shows close to 
dent dark, but first named gets! and final week) (D-965-$1.65). Fold- | over $10,000. $11,000. 
Eddie Lambert-John Murray revue,|ed to less than $1,200. ‘I Am So ‘Dangerous Corner,’ Fulton (24th ‘Sing’ breaks the jump east with 
‘Jig Saws,’ the 15th, while Louis! sorry’ next, opening April 5. week) (D-913-$3.30) Not much] one night stand in Yakima: then 
Macloon’s ‘Hand in the Fog’ finally ‘Toco Young to Know,’ Hollywood | money, but getting by; paced at] plays Spokane; then hops to Twin 
has been definitely settled for the | Playhouse (2d and final week) (C- | $4,000 or bit less. Cities. = : , 
Geary, 17. 1,103-$1.65). Ducked after two ‘Design for Living’ Barrymore ee 
weeks without breaking even. (lith week) (D-1,090-$4.40). De- 
New Milwaukee Stock a = _ spite some early doubt, Coward Pasadena Little Theatre 
Milwaukee, April 3. | ., show continues to capacity; half 
A. A. Ellingson, formerly con- ‘Show-Hungry Portland the 20-week engagement has been Premiering Shairp Satire 
nected with the Garrick Players, : | accomplished ; rated around $27,000, %. 
has taken over the Majestic Stock Pays to See Musicals | oo" widely tops the dramatic Hollywood, April 3. 
company, offering ‘Cradle Snatch- Portland, Ore., April 3. a at Eight,’ Musie Box (24th _ Next production at the Pasadena 
ers’ as first bill. sill] MeCurdy’s booking of ‘Of | week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Ending sixth | ‘ eieapearehapatyed theatre will ‘ be the 
House was recently opened by |-ppee 1 Sing’ during the bank holi- | month and should last out the sea-|4™Merican premiere of ‘Crime at 
Russell Brice with the Civic Reper- | qay showed them all up. The Sam | S0n; about $14,000 last week; excel- | Blossoms,” by Mordaunt  Shairp. 
tory Players as a co-op venture. Harris musical in one night grossed | lent at the modified scale. Play, a satire on morbid curiosity as 
$5,600, as high as many a weekly ‘Forsaking All Others,’ Times | incidental in murder cases, has been 
} Cantor’s Houston Gate gross. This was the biggest day’s | Square (6th week) (D-1,057-$3.30).| done in England. 
Houston, April 3. b.o. business seen here for years. | May play out the season, which has Lenore Shanewise is directing and 
| Eddie Cantor’s road show grossed | two months more to go; average 








It took the 4,000-seat auditorium to 

















ings, Chevenne, Colorado Springs, 
Denver, Omaha, Kansas City. By 
that time the show may be in better 
shape for Chicago during the expo- 
sition. Portland premiere of the new | 
edition left much to be desired. 


_Show is clean and well dressed. 
Frank Fay appears almost cease- 
lessly throughout the entire per- 


formance, evidently ad-libbing much | 
Of the 


time. Piece gives the im-| 
Pression that it started off without 
Script and is being written as it] 
€0€s along. 
Miss Stanwyck gives the b.o. 
name on the film celeb angle. In | 
the last analysis, this musical con- | 
Sists of Frank Fay with two car- | 


loads of props, ditto of well-trained | 
a ; 
chorus line, wardrobe, no 


rood 
béok. Loot 


| production will open either April 4 


| $8,600 in two performances at the | hold them at $3 top. | takings around $7,000. lor 11. depending on the run of ‘Ham- 
| Metropolitan theatre here, and the Frank Fay’s ‘Tattle Tales’ did Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (19th week) | let.' new oiavios 
| somedian left town wearing a brand- | $5,200 in two days. The burg is evi- | (M-1,395-$3.30). Some shows shaded | Site playing. 
new Boy Scout badge. dently road-show hungry and may off last week; ‘Night and Day,’ | oy a eae eee ee 
Newswriters were ired when Can- | get more with recovery of the Hei- | musical Eross up around $16,000 and | ‘Sing’ N. Haven Sell-Out 
itor went serious on them, failing to | lig, old road-show house, from Pub- | slated into the summer. | ? A: ihe et 
lelicit even one off-stage wisecrack. | tix back to Cal Heilig. ‘Her Tin Soldier,’ Playhouse (1st | Of Thee ; I? Sing’ reopened the 
| | week) (C-963-$3.30). Presented by | Shubert, which has been dark since 
a | William <A. Brady and Frederick |@M unsuccessful attempt to run 
Rath: written by latter: had severa] | bUcey a couple of months ago 
( tiles, including ‘Escapade,’ opens | The house, a 1,700-seater, was a 
wrrent 0a OWS | Wednesday (5). sellout on all four performances of 
é | ‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller | @@re: 30 last half. 
+ | (23rd week) (C-946-$2.20), Scale | we : 
a a | reduced from $3.30 Monday; paced | 
: jaround $6,000; some rofit wit} 
For Week April 3 | Future Plays {show and house same Bs Mtn Engagements 
Abbey Players, Harris, Chicago | | ‘Melody, Casino (sth week) (O- | 
‘An Amazing Career,’ Chestnut, | ee | 2.156-$3.30). Misquoted; the more | 
Philadelphia. | ‘$25 An Hour’ is to be produced | accurate gross around $15,000; ratead| Minor Watson, Ralph Theodore, 
‘Broadway Rhapsody,’ Erlanger, by Alfred E. Aarons. It was written | moderate musical] success and Ric h. Ewell, Donald Randolph, Her- 
Atlanta, Ga. iby Leyla Georgie and Gladys Un- | ge 290 Stic k : oo Hey wood Pe : d Miller, Ve “4 
| | 7 i ov Alle ‘Streé ge (i,ods CO jlete cast. 
‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet,’ Er- | gar SREEE: ERS PRORRNES FERS wee i.” <a. ye ae age = Pe A sed +4 re Svivia Meld How pe 
langer-Columbia, San Francsico. | Hilda Cassidy,’ by Wm. Jordan | ).<, Friday (31): ticket deal guar-|Phillips, Jeanne Wardley, Conrad 
‘Counsellor at Law,’ Davidson, | Rapp and Henry and Sylvia Liffer- | antees eight weeks ecarrvine show |Cantzen, Fred Knight, Josephine 
Milwaukee. ant, placed in rehearsal by Harold !/to end of season: summer possibil- Deffry, Salo Douday. Gregory Deane, 
‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Metropolitan- | Stone and Boris Kaplan ity ~~ > apy Rarke) Ge 2 Gree! A rg, 
Minneapolis, April 4, 5, 6; Metro- , a ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St ricda Altman, Cha leyer, | ry 
| politan, St. Paul April oe # “Unto the Third, play by James (7th week) 1C-969-$3.30). After Harlon, Max Beck, Jos. Olne Hilda 
: ‘ ‘ ao ’ Gilchrist, is getting under way. Au- | falter lanka eet foe wus nonin | Cuenta? 
Of Thee | Sing,’ Parsons-Hart- | jh6). wil} produce and direct. se n; scale | ’ . 
ford, April 3, 4, 5; Carlton, Provi- ed when moved from Little be-| Peggy Wood, Ernest 7 x, lan 
| dence, April 6, 7, &. ‘Socks,’ musical comedy, is being iuse of ticket guarantee: $6,000! Keith. Geo. Cor ! jcd r Barrier, 
‘Piccoli,’ Shubert, Newark planned by Will Morrisey nd| which is profitable both ways. |Ralph Locke, Fred Voight, Roman 
‘Pigeons and People, Shubert,| Meyer Horwitz ‘Run, Lp Chillun,’ Lyric (6th ba hnen, Joe Allenton, Philip Jones 
*~hiladelphia. { ‘ . a a ae week) (D-1,406-32.20) Colored cast est Seller’ (complete cast) 
"The oo Pastures,’ Nixon | chided oe _ ae ae Or drama approached $7,000 mark with| John Kearny Buddy Mangen 
Pittsburgh | of Sherwood Anderson's novel bj lindications it will stick through | Henry Wade. ‘Her 1 Soldier?’ 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ National, | himself and Arthur Barton, has been | epring. j} Seth Arnold, Loretta Shea, ‘Unto 
Washington. taken by the Theatre Guild i ‘Saturday Night,’ Playhouse. ; the Third 
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English Equity Agitates New Deal 
On Standard Contract Conditions 








London, April 3. 


Actor’s Guild met here today (3) 
and decided to frame a new stand- 


ard contract. Idea is to make 
things easier for actors on several 
important counts. Many members 
of the Actors’ Guild are also mem- 
bers of Actors’ Equity in the U. S. 


Resolution was adopted to ap- 
prove formation of a committee to 
agree on the new standard contract. 
This, it was stipulated, must include 
payment to actors per performance 
rather than pe: week, as well as 
payment of some sort for rehearsal 
periods. 

Another proposed clause would 
force the management to supply all 
clothes used by actors. 

Several of those present at the 
meeting voiced their opposition to 
continuance of closed shop, but 
nothing was done on this matter, 
with present conditions continuing. 

Generally felt, and pointed out, 
that there’s been too much rehears- 
ing in recent years with no pay and 
that actors get the worst out of 
cancelled productions or shows 
which suddenly curtail activities. 


GERMAN STARS FLOCK 
TO STAGES OF VIENNA 


Vienna, March 22. 

After an aJmost two years’ (675 
pei-ormances) run of the ‘Weisse 
Rosl,’ Ernst Marischka, in the 
Stadttheater, has started a new big 
musical revue, ‘Gluck muss man 
haben. Once more the Farner’s 
atmosphere, so successful in the 
‘Weisse Rosl’ run. Yarn has been 
doctored by Marischka and Herman 
Feiner, but it’s very modern and 
snappy, with a good musical score 
by Anton Profes, and put over in 
big style. 

Opening of the show was a big 
event, with Cochran (London), Shu- 
bert (N. Y.) and Dreyfus (Paris) in 
the audience. 

Mistinguette at Ronacher’s 

Another one of the big items in 
present Vienna show biz is Mis- 
tinguette, who is at Ronacher’s with 
a cast of 80. Mistinguette’s name 
still means a lot with the Vienna 
fans. 

One of the big successes of the 
season is Fritz Kreisler’s musical 
comedy, ‘Sissy,’ starring Paula 
Wessely and playing to capacity for 
more than thr:e months so far. 

For the rest of the season, big 
things are still ahead, by way’ of 
the annual visits of some of the 
leading German stars. Max Pallen- 
berg is due in April, and so are 
Werner Kraus, Maria Bard and 
Luise Rainer. Gitta Alpar (unless 
she books for London to step into 
poor Anni Ahler’s shoes and keep 
‘His Majesty’s’ show going, which, 
by the way, she was originally 
scheduled for, with poor Anni 
eventually substituting for her). 
Gitta Alpar might also pay her first 
professional visit to Vienna end of 
this season, a ‘debut’ eagerly ex- 
pected in Vienna. 


$150,000,000 Gross 


London, March 24, 

Addressing a meeting of the Royal 
Empire Society (London) March 20, 
Simon Rowson cited film statistics. 

He said 960,000,000, people paid 
$150,000,000 for admission to pic- 
tures in Britain last year. Of this 
amount $24,000,000 was entertain- 
ment tax. 

At the time the quota bill went 
into effect the English picture 
houses showed 95% to 97% of Amer- 
ican films. At the present moment 
this figure has been reduced to 82%. 

Rowson failed to mention that the 
drop in percentage of American- 
shown pictures may have been oc- 
casioned by the quota bill which 
make it compulsory to show native 
product. 








DUTCH ANTI-ALIEN MOVE 
The Hague, March 25. 

Agitation of home against foreign 
talent in concer halls, cafes and on 
the stage, kept up. The Home Of- 
fice has now installed a royal com- 
mission to investigate the matter. 
Chairman is the manager of the 
Hotel Wittebrug at The Hague, 

Commission has as task to report 
on measures so that the act against 
dlien labor in Holland, passed by 
Parliament in 1930, should be 
amended to restrict influx of foreign 
artists. 


vv 


Ten Australia Weeks 
Connors & Paul Idea 


Sydney, March 15. 
Mike Connors and Queenie Paul 
will leave for America this week in 





search of talent for their vaude- 
revue chain in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. 


Acts will te offered a ten weeks’ 
contract with the option of a longer 
stay if successful. Connors and Paul 
control the only vaude-revue attrac- 
tions playing here at present. For 
many years they were associated 
with the Fullers, but branched out 
on their own. 

It is believed by many that vaude 
could stage a comeback provided 
suitable acts could be gotten. Un- 
fortunately economic conditions 
have all been against a revival try. 


MUSICAL ‘APPLEJACK’ IN 
LONDON HAILED AS HIT 


London, April 3. 

‘He wanted Adventure,’ at the 
Saville is a musical version of ‘Cap- 
tain Applejack.’ Bobby Howes is 
featured in the cast and the show 
looks like a huge success. 

Critics were indifferent to the 
piece, but the audience reception 
was splendid and the call for tickets 
looks good. 








There was a musical version of 
‘Captain Applejack’ produced in 
New York under the title of ‘Cap- 
tain Jinks’ about seven years ago. 
It played at the Martin Beck The- 
atre with Joe E. Brown and Louise 
Brown and was fairly successful. 





Going Places 





(Continued from page 11) 


gest to her audience that she is in- 
deed grateful for the opportunity to 
sing to them, and yet at the same 
time do not let them lose sight «f 
the fact that after all she is a prima 
donna. So Miss Moore is singing 
to the Capitol audiences this week 
utterly gracious in the low sweep 
of her bows, the frequency of her 
warm, friendly smile, but maintain- 
ing an air of indubitable classiness 
withal. 

Her costume, for instance, is re- 





fined and sweet, but sweet in a most 
dignified way. Its delicate grey 
chiffon is politely accented with 
salmon pink turban, gloves and 
handkerchief. Miss Moore’s make- 
up too is restrained; though she 
does use green eye shadow, she 
blends it smoothly. 





Bookers Dreams 

Booking offices, according to the 
New Roxy stage show ‘At the Book- 
ing Office,’ are quiet, decorous rooms 
where bookers fall asleep at their 
desks and dream dreams of vaude- 
ville and radio acts going conscien- 
tiously through their routines. 

The doors of their offices are at- 
tended by a line-up of page girls 
in salmon velvet leotards with sil- 
ver cloth down the front, a lively 
troupe which used to be known as 
the Roxyettes, but now have 
changed their billing to the Stream- 
line Rockets. They double, in the 
bookers’ dreams, to the little imps 
who inhabit ink wells, fanciful 
sprites who pour out of their red and 
blue containers dressed appropri-« 
ately in red and blue satin leotards 
with matching stockings and ink 
bottle stopper hats, who clamber 
over the side of the desk and down 
to the floor, the red girls quite as 
hearty as the blues and of equal 
number, 

Pookers, it appears further, keep 
books on their desks supported by 
bookend gold and black statuettes 
who in their dreams turn out to be 
tango dancers, Myrio and Sarine, 
for example. The figurine on their 
desk blotters is just as apt to be 
Sunny O'Dea as not, and if it is 
Miss O'Dea, they’re lucky, for in 
her silver bell-hop costume, whisked 
into smartness with full puffed 
sleeves and violet velvet shirt, 
gloves and cap, she'd brighten any- 
body’s slumber. Frances Langford 
in white and crystal, sings into a 
microphone hidden behind a pen, 
that’s how the size of bookers’ desk 


—when they're dreaming. 





compare to the stature of their acts 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 





Pavilion Bill 

London Pavilion newcomers, week 
of March 20, tota' four. Outstand- 
ers are Ralph Holbein, German com- 
edy cartoonist. Holbein draws at 
lightning speed, figures becoming 
animated as completed. Good com- 
edy. 

Horton Spurr, American comedy 
dancer, has several laughs, new here. 
Dancing is his mainstay. Charles 
Austin and Fred Malcolm get laughs 
here and there, but is let down due 
to weak finish. 

Nancie Lovat and Michael Cole, 
musical comedy names, are too quiet 
for this house. Bill just fair, with 
nothing outstanding. 





At the clese of ‘While Parents 
Sleep,’ at the Garrick (at present 
London's longest run) Leon M. Lion 
will stage an army play dealing with 
India by two army officers, entitled 
‘Beggars in Hell.’ 





Betty Haddon, only 13 years old, 
has had two songs published. She 
is the daughter of Archibald Had- 
don, a former dramatic critic, and 
for years publicity man for Sir 
Oswald Stoll at the Coliseum, 





Casting London ‘Music’ 

Oscar Hammerstein here casting 
‘Music in the Air.’ Those likely to 
be signed are Ivor Novello, Lea 
Seidl and Dorothy Hyson. Under- 
stood Hammerstein, Jerome Kern, 
Louis Dreyfus, Jack Buchanan and 
Howard & Wyndham financially in- 
terested in venture. 
Show is intended for His Majesty’s 
to follow ‘The Dubarry,’ which was 
scheduled to close in May. But the 
sudderf death of Anny Ahlers has 
altered arrangement, and stop-gap 
may have to be found for theatre 
before ‘Music’ is ready. 


‘Music’ Cast for London? 

Oscar Hammerstein II and Louis 
Dreyfus off to Berlin. Object is for 
Hammerstein to look over ‘Bal um 
Savoy,’ (‘Ball at Savoy’), currently 
at the Schauspielhaus, Berlin, and 
due at the Drury Lane in the fall. 
Hammerstein is to do the English 
adaptation, and also decide if it is 
suitable for America, 
‘Music in the Air,’ which is the 
next for His Majesty’s theatre, is 
having casting troubles. It is now 
likely most of the American cast 
will be brought Over to play in the 
English production. One thing is 
certain, that the part of ‘Frieda 
Hatzfeld’ will be played by Peggy 
Wood. 








Slates Get Writ 

Slate Brothers have issued a writ 
against E. Remnant, who is behind 
the John Southern syndicate op- 
erating the London Pavilion, claim- 
ing two weeks’ salary and damages, 

Act was booked at the Pavilion 
for a fortnight, with a fortnight 
option, and was cancelled after the 
first day, with the management al- 
leging their material was too blue. 
Writ was served on March 17, with 
defense due in 11 days. 





Nothing but ‘Buts’ 

Herbert Wilcox, of British & Do- 
minion Films, cabled to the Bos- 
well Sisters to play in the next Jack 
Buchanan picture, ‘Stand Up and 
Sing,’ due early in May. The girls 
cabled back they. would do so at 
$3,500 a week, plus five return fares, 
and they cannot stay for more ‘than 
seven weeks. 3ut they were not 
free till the fall. 





Playhouse Change 
‘Flies in the Sun’ closes at the 
Playhouse March 25. Lawrence Oli- 
vier, playing opposite Gladys Coo- 
per, in ‘The Rats of Norway,’ which 
follows, with Raymond Massey pro- 
ducing, 





Dark Holy Week 
The Whitehall management emu- 
lating Gaiety and closing ‘Road 
House’ for Holy Week. Walter 
Hackett showing confidence in a 
prolonged run, by re-dressing the 
show for Easter. 


REINHARDT TOURING 


Stockholm, March 15. 
Max Reinhardt is contemplating 
a Scandinavian tour in April with 
the Deutches Theatre Company, 
Negotiations are under way to 
present von Hoffmansthal’s ‘The 
Great World Theatre’ at the Na- 
tional theatres in the three Nordic 
capitals, Stockholm, Copenhagen 
and Oslo. 


L’il Arthur Goes French 
Paris, March 24. 

The plans for a series of shorts 
featuring Jack Johnson in sporting 
activities have failed. 

The ex-champ, who wishes to re- 
main permanently in Paris, has 
opened a gymnasium and will teach 
boxing to the French. 


Maugham’s Berlin Success 
Berlin, March 24. 
Somerset Maugham’s play ‘For 
Services Rendered’ has scored a 
considerable success in the ‘Komo- 
die,’ one of the Kurfurstendamm 
houses formerly operated by Max 





Reinhardt, 





Unions Vs. Theatres 





(Continued from page 7) 


one-month truce between the two 
rates for negotiations on new scales 
Reject Union Proposal 
Offer was rejected by John Kala- 
fat, representing small exhibs, who 
want a 36% reduction or one man 
instead of two in each booth for $83 
weekly, in addition to elimination of 
stage hands who average $83.60 
now. Although unions squawk that 
theatres don’t want to reopen until 
Lenten season is over, Kalafat an- 
swered nabes would take off the 
shutters this week if operators 
would offer ‘reasonable relief’. 
Battle between labor and down- 
town circuits is more confusing 
and bitter, due to two sides taking 
different interpretations of proposed 
settlements. In their most recent 
offer, using Mayor Ray Miller as an 
intermediary, unions issued the fol- 
lowing terse ultimatum: 
‘We will accept 75% of the wages 
to which we are legally entitled and 
negotiate privately with reps of 
each group of theatres the matter 


of the remaining 25%.’ 
Reply of theatre managers, 


signed by Col E. A. Schiller and 
H. M. Addison, of Loew’s, J. J. 
Franklin, of RKO, and Nat Wolf, 
of Warner's, is complicated. 

Unofficially, it is understood the 
musicians’ refusal to consider the 
demanded wage reduction is the 
chief fly in the ointment for the- 
atremen. Until the musicians’ 
local is willing to talk turkey, Pal- 
ace and State managers won't 
promise to restore vaude, and it is 
this factor that is holding up all 
definite agreements. 


Civic Shows 


Unable to get any of the parties 
to declare a truce, Mayor Ray T. 
Miller is now intending to form an 
arbitration board to break the dead- 
lock which is keeping about 2,000 
theatre men idle, lowering the pub- 
lic’s morale through loss of enter- 
tainment and costing the entire city 
a reputed $1,000,000 a day. 

Mayor also is pushing a Dill 
through local legislature to permit 
municipal films to be shown in Pub- 
lic Auditorium. Since all big-time 
pictures are sewed up by major cir- 
cuits, it is problematical if any suit- 
able product can be secured. How- 
ever, Robert McLaughlin, manager 
of the city’s auditorium and former 
manager of Ohio, is going ahead 
with plans to book in vaude and 
legit attractions if available. 

Only houses open now in the 
whole town are the Main, with a 
negro burly policy; the Play House, 
@ little theatre; the Gayety’s stock 
burlesk, which is reported to have 
been partly taken over by the Min- 
skys, and Hanna. At latter house 
William Etzel is fronting for a 
group of local promoters who 
booked in ‘Malay Nights,’ indie pic, 
and half-a-dozen vaude acts from 
Chicago for current week. 

Little drama theatres also flour- 
ishing as result of shut-down, while 
town’s cafes and night clubs showed 
a spurt in biz. Managers of pic 
houses in nearby towns report that 
their biz has trebled, due to some 
movie fans being willing to drive 30 
miles to see a picture. 





Indpls’ 1742% Cut 
Indianapolis, April 3. 
Operators took a 17%% wage re- 
duction, and the stage hands of 
from 10-15% after theatre owners 


and international officials from 
New York arbitrated here last 
week. 


Mayor Reginald H. Sullivan de- 
serves a lot of credit in bringing 
out good results of the conferences. 
When the theatres announced they 
were going to close, the mayor 
called union leaders together, and 
they agreed to a truce for one 
week opening the channel for the 
conferences. 

Under the compromise, contracts 
with the stage hands will expire 
August 24, with the new wage 
schedule going into effect at once. 

William C. Elliott, president of 
the International Stage Hands’ and 
Operators’ Union, and E, J. Tinney, 
both of New York, were the union 
conferees. 





Wisconsin’s Closings 
Milwaukee, April 3. 

Labor and economic conditions 
were given as the reason for clos- 
ing theatres in four Wisconsin 
cities by Saxe Enterprises and the 
Warners, Racine, Appleton, Keno- 
sha and Sheboygan are the places 
affected, although it is said that 
more closings may be in order in 
other communities. 





Closings will not affect Mil- 








waukee houses. Local loop oper- 
ators are now getting about $50 a 
week instead of $77.20 for a six 
hour day, seven days a week as 
before. 


Tabs in Emergency 
San Francisco, April 8. 

Dan Markowitz planning musical 
tab shows for his Embassy, 35 cent 
first run house he’s operating with- 
out benefit of unions. Policy sup- 
posed to start April 15 with Paul 
Armstrong staging, latter coming 
into the picture when a Markowitz 
deal with Dick Wilbur fell throurch. 

Non-union house has been getting 
a daily dosage of stench bombs. 
Business is bad. 





Syracuse C. C. Steps Out 
Syracuse, April 38. 


Four major circuits operating 
Syracuse’s six darkened first run 
theatres, and the affiliated theatrical 
crafts were left today to effect their 
own adjustment of the wage re- 
fund dispute that closed the houses 
March 17. The Chamber of Com- 
merce civic committee which had 
given a hearing to both sides 
stepped out of the picture with a 
statement that an impasse had been 
reached and that the controversy 
had progressed beyond the point 
where mediation was the solution. 

The chamber statement, five 
pages in length, urged that ‘public 
opinion demand the reopening of 
the theatres,’ but made no sugges- 
tion as to the form in which it 
should be exerted. 

The statement asserted: (1), the 
Syracuse local of the International 
Association of Theatrical Stage 
Employees rejected the good of- 
fices of the civic committee, and 
stated it would deal only with the 
theatres; (2), arbitration was re- 
jected by the Moving Picture Op- 
erators Union when the theatres 
specified that the question of the 
number of employees in the booth 
must be considered as well as 25% 
wage refund; (3), acceptance of the 
25% proposal by the two unions 
‘would still give them (the union 
members) a yearly income greater 
than in any of these groups’ (i. e., 
unions connected with the building 
trades and wage earners in indus- 
trial plants); (4), ‘there appears to 
be only one of three solutions, as 
the matter now stands, the union 
to take the 25% reduction, or the 
theatres to remain closed, or to 
operate non-union. The former 
would not bring the wages of the 
unions out of line under present 
conditions. The second is against 
the interests of the public—the 
patrons of the theatres, and the 
latter is not desired.’ 

With reference to its comment 
upon wage levels in Syracuse, the 
mediators’ statement maintains, ‘the 
committee does not record itself in 
favor of reducing wages or incomes 
on general principles, as it rec- 
ognizes that this merely weakens 
the purchasing power and retards 
business; nevertheless, in this 
emergency when ‘wage scales are 
being greatly lowered and the pa- 
trons of the theatre being largely 
from the classes where greatly re- 
duced wages are in effect, it would 
appear that such a reduction is not 
discriminatory.’ In answer to the 
civic committee’s charges, mem- 
bers of Moving Picture Operators’ 
Union 376, of which L. R. Boyd is 
president, issued a statement in 
which they accused the theatre 
managers of breaking a legal con- 
tract and censured the committee 
for attempting to try the union 
case in the public press and for 
making incorrect statements. 





K. C. Still Open 
Kansas City, April 3. 
Situation remains unsettled, al- 


though the theatres are still open 
pending conferences between the 
managers and the urions. All 


houses had posted notices of closing 
on April 1, and it was understood 
that they would lock their doors 
unless the amusement crafts grant- 
ed concessions of at least 25% re- 
duction in wages until Sept. 1. 

The papers played the story up 
and even editorialized suggesting 4 
settlemen* rather than the darken- 
ing of the houses. 

The threatened closing of all the- 
atres in Springfield, Mo., has been 
avoided. Ensley Barbour, repre- 
senting the managers, states that 
the operators accepted a wage cut 
of $250 a week, and the stage cm- 
ployees a 10% reduction. Also that 
one man will be removed from the 
booth in each house. 
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Tuesday, April 4, 1933 


MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 








VARIETY 








Aside Statf—Masie 


Shapiro, Bernstein has a contribution to the beer song cycle which 
makes no mention Of beer. It’s titled ‘We're All Back Again (Me and 
That Old Gang of Mine)’. It expresses the sentiments that go with the 
foam but sidesteps direct reference, angle being to avoid any down- 
thumbing of the ditty in dry states. 

Title sheet carries four writers—Al Piantadosi, Bob Murphy, Jack 
Glogau and Ben Bernie, who, as pilot of Pabst’s Blue Ribbon, has a two- 
fold interest in the number. 





Checks representing a split-up of the money received from the French 
performing rights society were sent to ASCAP writer members last 
week. Also participating in the divvy were several U. S. publishers 
whose contracts with publishing agents in France do not Tnclude the 
performing rights. 

American Society received the French payment, around $75,000, several 
months ago, but considerable clerical work was required in apportioning 
the sum to the proper authors and publishers on this side. 


Coast radio station, whose broadcasting room is in a hotel, found a 
unique way of cutting the salary o* its musicians but continue to pay 
the scale. Band has been paid off at the end of the week collectively, 
but a previously agreed amount is deducted for ‘room hire’. As it was 
a case of grifting or no jobs, the musicians agreed to this scheme of 


beating the scale. 


one mare 2 

Commonly accepted practice among publishers now is to cut in name 

warblers on coin collected from the sal» of syne rights for screen shorts. 

Most of: the pubs make it a 50-50 sylit, though the less liberal keep the 
singers down to 25%. 

With rare exceptions the producer of the short leaves it to the singer 


to pick the songs. 


Included in the E. B. Marks catalog for American representation, cov- 
ering all world sync and air performing rights, are the works of 63 pub- 
lishing firms located in 18 foreign countries. 

yermany heads the Marks list with 21 publishing houses, France is 
next with eight, Mexico is represented by seven, and England six. 


Week before the late Eddie Lang was prevailed upon to undergo the 
tonsil operation which resulted in his death (26), the guitarist assented 
to an insurance agent’s argument that he take out an additional $10,000 


policy. 


Mills Music has bought the rights to ‘Rasputin’ (song) from the Frank 
Goodman firm. Arrangement being made of the composition for re- 
cording by Cab Calloway on his Brunswick contract. 


CAN’T DO THAT 


L. A. Musicians Get Series of Don’ts 
From Local 47 








One Way 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Press agent who ballyhooed 
the opening of a band at a 
local night spot, appeared at 
the premiere with three guests. 
Their entire order during the 
evening was a bottle of ginger- 
ale, but the p. a. was presented 
with a $25 check, which was 
taken out of his salary. 

The account nets him very 
little more per week. 
—From ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


BLACKHAWK 


Chicago, March 30. 
Hal Kemp’s orchestra has been 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

New don’ts for musicians, as or- 
dered by local 47: 

Members are prohibited from 
playing with the American Unit, a 
co-operative .group, for anything 
but cash until the latter redeems 
outstanding trading slips given to 
musicians. 

Musikers are barred from playing 
either on stage or in the pit of the 
Liemert, nabe house, until further 
notice. 

No playing for Isadore Epstein, 
sponsor on KGER, without permis- 
sion. 

Members not allowed to accept 
board or room as part payment for 

















ey een 


~~ 


services at hotels, cafes or restau- 
rants without permission. 

Foreign born members must com- 
plete citizenship papers as scon as 
possible. 





Jazz King Suit Delay 


Albany, April 3. 

The $250,000 suit against Paul 
Whiteman for the use of the term 
‘King of Jazz,’ which came up in 
Supreme Court here Thursday (30), 
was put over, the term due to the 
illness of the complainant, Frank 
Graves, Albany’s aspirant to the 
exclusive rights to the title. 

Graves, according to his attorney, 
was too ill to appear. 

To support the contention that 


there is nothing exclusive to the 
title, Whiteman’s counsel located 
‘Rag Time Mike’ Bernard, once a 


familiar figure in the old Tin Pan 
Alley, who won -irst prize in a 
‘Police Gazette’ contest. 





WEEKS AFTER FIO RITO 
San Francisco, April 3. 

When Ted FioRito’s contract with 
MJB coffee expires May 25 and 
maestro leaves Frisco, it’s likely 
Anson Weeks’ band will take the 
NBC Monday night spot, which has 
Peter B. Kyne, the author, as co- 
feature. 

FioRito may go into the Miramar, 
Santa Monica, after doing one night 
Stands on the road, following his 
closing at the Hotel St. Francis 
here. 

RICHMAN’S $4,500 

Harry Richman opens April 8 at 
Mike Firtzel’s new Chez Paree, Chi- 
cazo, 

He goes in on a flat salary of 
$4,500 per for three weeks. 


Dahl Band with Malin 


Hollywood, April 3. 
Ted Dahl's orchestra goes into the 
Club New Yorker (6) when Jean 
Malin and his floor show return to 
that spot. 


Ted Healey’s show out April 4. 





| gentlemanly, several 
ithe dance-orchestra level. 





| songstress. 
|}consists of 


quietly winning a lot of friends for 
this room. More friends than the 
cuisine (grub), still served luke- 
warm, ever will. Blackhawk is do- 
ing a substantial business and ex- 
pects to run right through the sum- 
mer for the accommodation of the 
stepper-outers among the World’s 
Fair mob. And there'll be legal beer 
to enhance what is probably a 
bright promise of glittering opu- 
lence. 

Blackhawk is at the busy end of 
the loop. That might be considered 
the right end except that geography 
may be reversed by the Exposition 
grounds. At any rate the location 
is at least good no matter how ex- 
cellence in this regard is to be 
measured. It will indubitably be 
one of the active oases during the 
summer. 

Kemp’s swelling renown is due to 
his notions, modern and progressive, 
on orchestrations and his abundant 
employment of the brasses. Not 
without significance is the reported 
habit of many rival bandsmen to 
visit the Blackhawk and bring their 
arrangers on Monday night. Kemp 
sticks his clarinets into large mega- 
phones and obtains strange music, 
His blendings are frequently exotic, 
stamped 


always arresting. He is 
with unmistakable distinction and 
superiority in musicianship. A 


searcity of onesteps and an addic- 
tion to a tempo slick for micro- 
phones and table listening, but not 
the best in the world for dancing, 
might constitute a minority report. 

As a personality, Kemp, heavily 
Alabaman in dialect, is gracious and 
notches above 
His boys 
are clean-cut and yodel and kibbitz 


with reasonable versatility. They 
possess the qualities frequently 
fetching collegian popularity, be- 


sides making a nice impression gen- 
erally. 
Deane Janis, a handsome redhead, 


is more or less a permanent fixture | 
lat the Blackhawk, having appeared 
| with other orchestras and also dou- 


| bling on 


occasion into Beeandkay 
She is an attr: 
Floor show 
Peggy Moore, 


film parlors. 


gifted 
and De 


'with animation, and Perry 

| Sylva, exceptionally good at ball- 

|room waltz-adagio, who combine | 
Land. 


speed with class. 


Frolics Being Readied 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Former operators of the Frolics, 
Culver City, figure to reopen the 
night spot within the next few 
weeks to cash in on beer. Deal also 
includes Ted Fiorita’s band going in 
for three months during the sum- 
mer, moving here from the St. 
Francis, San Francisco. 

If deal goes over, Jimmy Grier, 
whose combo arrived here this | 
week, and so far unspotted, will 
substitute at the Frisco hotel. 


| 
Remick Pro Dept. | 
Takes Heavy Cut; 








Remick has put its personnel 
through such a slashing that hard- 
ly any of the professional staff are 
left on the job. Intention of Buddy 
Morris, gen. mgr. for the Warner 
Bros. interests in the Remick and 
Witmark firms, is to replace the 
former Remick contact men with 
younger employees’ picked from 
other departments. 

Though Remick will do little pub- 
lishing of new numbers by outside 
writers, WB will occasionally assign 
it the songs from one of its film 
musicals so that the music firm will 
be in a positicn to maintain its class 
A rating in the American Society. 
In determining a publisher’s rating, 
the ASCAP, according to its by- 
laws, is required to take into ac- 
count the publisher’s current con- 
tributions to the fund of available 
music. 


Feldman Sails Home 
With Two Catalogs 


Bert Feldman, London music 
publisher, sailed for home last Sat- 
urday (1) with British and conti- 
nental rights to both the Witmark 
and Remick caialogs for the next 
two years. Feldman closed for no 
other catalog during his 10-day 
visit here. 

Included in the Witmark-Remick 
deal are the European film syn- 
chronization rights. 


Fined and Expelled 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Because they assertedly refused to 
discontinue playing with non-union 
musicians at the Hippodrome, Rob- 








Want Young Blood 


‘New Paris Anti-Alien Ban 
Is Severe on Musicians 


To Cash In on Beer Annual ASCAP Meeting Boils 


As Classification Comm. and 


Board Attacked by Writers 





$1,800,000 in 1932 





American Society's 1932 in- 
come underwent a slight drop, 
as compared to 1931. Of the 
$1,800,000 taken in last year, 
almost 50% of it was derived 
from radio. 

ASCAP in 
$1,900,000. 


1931 collected 














Paris, March 24, 

Due to a drastic c .: in th» per- 
centage of foreign musicians 
allowed in Paris spots, there will be 
a lot of Americans out of a job 
here shortly. 

The edict just signel1 by President 
Lebrun is effective at once. It calls 
for a reduction to 30% within a 
fortnight, 20% within a month, and 
only 10% within two months. Only 
a few establishments which have 
secured special permission from the 
Labor Ministry can retain 3%% for- 
eign artists. Besides the U. S. boys, 
the new ruling affects South Ameri- 
cans, Russians, Hawaiians, Cubans 
and several groups of gypsies from 
Central Europe. 

Most of the ritzy Montmartre 
‘boites’ and other night resorts have 
had American jazz orchestras as 
one of their featured attractions. 
The majority of these musicians 
will now have to move on to the 
Riviera and the provinces or sail. 





Five Rosens, $30 Snub 


Prompt Berman’s Scram 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Bobby Berman (B.B.B.) walked 
out of his cellar spot last week, 
claiming Rosen trouble. Al Rosen, 
agent, bought into the cafe some 
time ago, placed his brother as 
manager and a short while later 
there were five Rosens in the cellar 
with the customers. 

Blowoff came Monday (22) when 
Berman wanted to boost the bud- 





ert Webb and Harry Klass have 
been fined $300 each and expelled 
from Local 47. 

Both men failed to appear when 
summoned to face charges. Theatre 
has since been placed on the unfair 
list. 





FIGHT CLOSES CLUB 
Albany, April 3. 

The Silver Slipper, local night 
club, was closed last week following 
a fight in which a waiter was 
stabbed. John ‘Bugs’ Dolan, who 
has a police record, is charged with 
assault, first degree. FPattle was 
over a girl. 

The waiter, William Frankenbeck, 
will recover. 


MRS. BLUE STEELE CRASHES 
Birmingham, April 3. 

Mrs. Betty Lund Steele, wife of 
Blue Steele, orchestra leader, was 
injured at Knoxville, Tenn., last 
week when an airplane in which she 
was flying crashed. 

Mrs. Steele received a fractured 
jaw and other injuries but will re- 
cover. 





BOASBERG’S RETREAT 
Arrangement which brought Al 
Boasberg into Columbia Phono- 
graph with Ed Conne is off as far 


a series of options. 
did not accompany him. 


general manager, 
take over 
of the Plaza Music Co., jobber. 


get of his floor show from $80 to 
$110 weekly. 

Berman is now negotiating for a 
Chicago spot during the World’s 
Fair. 





Crawford Sails 


Jesse Crawford sailed for London 
Friday (31) for a four weeks’ en- 


gagement at the Empire theatre 
organ. 


Empire is Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s ace London picture house. 
Crawford’s booking was arranged 
through the Loew office in New 
York. 

Organists’ four-week term carries 
Mrs. Crawford 





Vogel Branching Out 


the firm’s present 
is negotiating to 
the sheet-music division 
Be- 


Jerry Vogel, 


fore proceeding, Vogel is talking 
over the situation with the Musie 


Dealers Service, Inc. 


Vogel has been with Plaza for al- 


most 25 years. 


PETTIS’ 2D RETURN 
Pittsburgh, April 3. 





as Boasberg is concerned. 

Conne will continue with the 
recording company, but Boasberg | 
returns to writing material for air 
comics. 

MILLS’ NEW COUPLE 
Irving Mills has taken Jerry Arlen 
and James Van Heusen, of the col- | 
lar and shirt family, under exclu- 


rence Music Co. 
First of their numbers being given 





ictive | 


otherwise | 


| 
sive writing contract for his Law- | 
| 


; . ie dene ; Chicago, April 3. 

— is ‘You, Hi-Di-Hi. and 225. Club opened Saturday (1) | 
e ; 
Me. j;after being dark for some time. | 

i Wini Shaw, Chappel, Licheron and 

SPITALNY FOR VICTOR | Adams head a floor show booked by 

RCA Victor has signatured Phil | Louis Chicco, of Consolidated 

Agency. Eddie Hall is here from St. 


Spitalny for a series of recordings. 


Incorporated in these wax pro- | 
ductions will be the choral idea 
Spitalny introduced on the air via | 


his commercial program. 


His show boat deal with Eddie 
| Klein being off, Jack Pettis and 
band return to the William Penn 
|hotel for their third engagement 
there in little more than a year. | 
With Pettis are two featured solo- | 
ists, Dolores Reade and Pat “ar- | 


rington. 


Pettis succeeds Smith 


225 CLUB REOPENS 


Louis to m.c. and Jules Stien, radio 


| pianist, has the orchestra, 
| 


j}ond bill 


© 


| Whiting, 


3allew who | 
has been at the hotel for six weeks. 
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Bee Palmer will headline the sec- an 7 9? NEw 


Annual meeting and dinner of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
Thurs- 
day (30) developed into an acrimon- 
attack of the 
the Society's classification commit- 
At the 
height of the verbcl exchange sev- 


thors and Publishers last 


ious writers against 


tees and board of directors. 


eral board members, including Saul 
3ornstein, of Irving Berlin, Inc., of- 
fered to resign. 

The 
reached its 


outbreak 
climax when George 


argumentative 


writer, asserted that in- 
stead of calling the organization by 
its present name it should be re- 
labeled, ‘The American Society of 
Publishers.’ The writers turned 
their fire in this direction after sev- 
eral publishers had taken exception 
to the remarks of authors on their 
own classification committee. Lat- 
ter were flayed by their own ranks, 
being called unfair and lax in the 
way they determine the writer 
ratings. 

Rose as Example 


Billy Rose capped the climax by 
citing his own case as an illustra- 
tion of what he thought was wrong 
in the ASCAP’s classifications. 
Rose declared that as a writer he 
was still in Class AA, but believed 
he didn’t belong there today, al- 
though he may have two years ago 
when he was much more prolific, 
and that a closer scrutiny of the 
number of recent performances of 
his songs on the air, in theatres, 
dancehalls, etc., would prove he was 
right. 

Furthermore, sald Rose, he 
doesn’t believe he rates AA royalty 
dividends, confessing that he didn’t 
deem himself in the same class with 
Berlin, Kern, and others of that 
standing as to quality as well as 
productiveness. Rose stressed he 
wasn’t laboring ‘under any delusion 
of false modesty; his self-incrimina- 
tion would cost him money, but that 
re could best present himself as an 
example of the unsatisfactory class- 
ifications. 

Rose made the point that the 
classification committee in making 
its own future appointments, with- 
out a vote by the membership is not 
in keeping with any mutual sharing 
organization such as the ASCAP., 
When a boar” member cited that 
they, the board, were working for 
the best interests of the Society at 
large, and George Whiting (Whiting 
and Burt), and a vet songwriter al- 
most broke up the meeting with the 
commentary that, while the board 
may have worked through a lunch- 
eon period, there are many song- 
writers who have missed many 
luncheons—and breakfasts and din- 
ners, 

Rose’s opinions on classification 
are said to voice the sentiment of 
the topnce‘chers who couldn’t say 
the things which Rose voiced for 
them. He mentioned that the pro- 
cedure of determining subsequent 
writer standing was in need of 
radical revision, and to that end 
proposed that a special committee 
from the writer ranks be appointed 
to investigate and suggest improve- 
ments. Rose also urged that this 
inquiry coterie be made truly rep- 
resentative of the ranks by appoint- 
ing to the committee writers from 
the lower B, C. and D classes. 

Several writers at the meeting 
leveled criticism at the salaries be- 
ing paid E. C. Mills, Gene Buck and 
other officers, declaring that condi- 
tions did not justify Mills, $40,000 
a year, plus exp n: ~, and President 
Buck another $15,000, recently cut 
from $25,000. 
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Poor Ghost 


Renee Carroll, Sardi’s hat check 
girl, whose ‘In Your Hat’ had the 
bloom of youth brushed off it as a 
syndicate feature, now comes from 
in book form 


the Macaulay press 
with 25 cartoons by Alex Gard and 
apparently some added material. 


It’s intended to be very witty and 
very wicked, but Miss Carroll has 
been unfortunate in her selection of 
a ghost writer who apparently 
aimed at the hicks in the hinter- 
land and painted a highly colored 
picture of Broadway sinners, where- 


as there are comparatively few 
hicks in the hinterland and many 
more on Broadway. 


Rather surprising that the young 
woman who has been so extrava- 
gantly touted by the columnists 
should have been so unfortunate in 
the selection of a proxy author. 
With the wealth of material that 
should be at her command, she is 
reduced to telling how gangsters 
use subway posters for grapevine 
transmission and comment on 16- 
mm film for no very clear reason 


other than the resurrection of the 
story of tie picture actress in the 
smutt film. Were Miss Carroll as 


wise as she would have herself be- 
lieve, she would know that the orig- 
inal had been bought in and that 
the present film is posed by a girl 
selected for her close resemblance 
to the star. 

She takes < few cracks at Nancy 
Carroll, pokes fun at Will Hays’ 
ears and puddles around in some 
mild if rather antique dirt, but in 
general ‘In Your Hat’ suggests it 
has been authored by the mugg 
who used to write ‘Drummers’ 
Yerns’ for the train butchers. 





Another Meld 


From indications, a G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons-Minton, Balch amalga- 
mation, may be the next union to 
follow the Appleton-Century thing. 
No secret that Putnam and Minton, 
Balch have been under joint control, 
and the disbursement of mutual 
trade lists by the two hints that 
they may be together in title before 
long, as well as operation. 

If the Putnam-Minton, Balch 
union does become a fact, the sole 
thing necessary will be the imprint- 
ing of the joint names of the two. 
No other changes necessary, as the 
present hook-up of the two is in all 
respects like a single concern. 





Practically a Free Man 


Boyd Gurley, m. e. of the India- 
napolis ‘Times,’ is in New York on 
special assignment with the ‘World- 
Telegram,’ both papers being pub- 
lished by Scripps-Howard. Nature 
of his work here is confidential. 

Gurley won national fame when 
awarded the 1928 Pulitzer prize for 
his expose of Ku Klux Klan leaders 
in Indiana and he is credited singly 
as the man who put the night-shirt 
organization on the scrap-heap. It 
was through stories he unearthed 
that evidence was secured that put 
Cc. S. Stevenson, the Klan state 
leader behind the bars for life. 
Stevenson was convicted of mur- 
dering a girl with whom he had 
been intimate. 





Just a Hearst Beat 


Hearst papers throughout the 
country carried a_ story, Friday, 
March 31, telling of George Ber- 
nard Shaw's arrival at the Panama 
Canal, after his stop-off in Holly- 
wood. Yarn dated ‘Panama Canal’ 
had Shaw denying he had lost his 
heart to any Hollywood film star, 
but saying: ‘Of course not. They 
all fell for me.’ 

On that day he was only two days 
out from Los Angeles, off the coast 
of Mexico, on the Empress of Brit- 
ain, and not due at Balboa, first 
canal stop, until April 3. 

It was evident that one of the 
Hearst services had sent out mineo- 
graphed copies of stories to cover 
Shaw’s itinerary and that some one 
slipped. 





‘World’ Men in Soft 
Juicy plums continue to drop off 
Democratic patronage trees and fall 
into the laps of former New York 


‘World’ men. Herbert E. Gaston, 
ex-executive of the Pulitzer paper, 
has moved on from Albany to| 


Washington as 


the post of secretary, 


assignment. 


deputy commissioner's job. 





—If True 





Chicago, April 3. 
Literary circles here are 
buzzing with a_ sensational 
story, unconfirmed, that Na- 


than Leopold of Loeb-Leopold 


notoriety, is the author of a 
book on theology’ recently 
published under a nom de 


plume by one of the university 
printing houses. Whether the 
story is sheer invention or not 
it is being widely told. 

Piquancy of the report is 
that the alleged work is hailed 
as one of the finest samples of 
religious scholarship published 
in the past decade. 











Lucky Authors 


Most coveted of all literary 
awards, the Guggenheim Fellow- 
ships, have been announced, with 38 
fortunates to get them. The 
fellowships furnish a year’s upkeep 
to meritorious scribblers to com- 
plete new works, and what with 
present-day incomes from literature, 
the fellowships are highly desired. 
E. E. Cummings among those to 
get a fellowship award, despite the 
‘American Spectator’ opinion of his 
‘Eimi.’ Another is Leonard Ehrlich, 
whose first novel, ‘God’s Angry 
Man,’ drew much attention to him. 
Glenway Westcott, too, is on the 
list. Ehrlich and Westcott will 
write new novels. Cummings may 
do a book of poetry. 

Luckiest of the group is George 
Dillon, who gets another fellowship 
award on top of that granted him 
last year. It’s a rare occurrence. 
George Antheil, composer, is anoth- 
er repeater. 

Guggenheim Fellowship awards 
permits the recipients to go abroad 
to work. Naturally, most are going 
abroad. 





Scores -Brentano Creditors 


Creditor-trusteeship of Brentano’s 
ended with withdrawal of the com- 
mittee last week. 

Protested that the concern is 
solvent save for frozen assets and 
only insistence of ‘certain credit- 
ors’ can wreck the _ corporation. 
Stores have been returned to man- 
agement of Philip L. Dickinson, who 
was appointed by creditors in 1930. 
In spite of the warning, Robert J. 
Blum, attorney, acting for seven 
publishers, threw the company into 
bankruptcy Thursday (30) in the 
federal court. 

Those suing and the sums claimed 
by them are Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 
$19,000; Dodd, Mead & Co., $11,000; 
Harcourt, Brace & Co., $15,900; 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., $15,750; Blue 
Ribbon Books, Inc., $600; Grosset & 
Dunlap, $1,400, and Frederick A. 
Stokes Co., $8,900. 





More Sharks 
Stephana Hawkins, who as Lottie 





Perkins recently sent an impossible 
picture script to the scenario gyps 
and got rave urges to send them 
some money, is in again. 

This time she sent the synopsis of 
an impossible novel to a number of 
vanity publishers. Most told her it 
was a gem of literature and offered 
to publish it at prices ranging from 
$360 to $775, with royalties ranging 
from 40% to 25%. Only two houses 
turned it down, and but one of these 
frankly told her it was drivel. 

The most interesting response 
was from a Kansas City publisher 
who wanted to come to Denver and 
work on the first chapters with her. 
That would be $50 extra. 


Six Months’ Job 

Ronald Millar, who was executive 
editor of ‘Liberty’ before Bernarr 
Macfadden acquired it, has gone to 
Chicago to edit ‘The Official World’s 
Fair Weekly,’ a mag to be gotten 
out in connection with the fair. 

The mag will be published but for 
six months, or for the duration of 
the fair. First issue out April 28. 


Divorce Evils 


Beth Brown's new book, ‘Man and 
Wife’ (Claude Kendall) deals with 
the evils of the New York divorce 
laws which recognize only one 
cause for a legal split and force the 
mismated to commit four felonies to 
frame a case. 

The ostensible heroine is a hard- 
boiled young woman who is a mem- 
ber of a professional co-respondents’ 
ring, but the real star of the yarn 
is Lulu White, a rustling young 
woman who might be Lily Love's 
sister. She is head of the ring and 
has her finger in innumerable pies, 
criminal and otherwise. But both 
are interesting and the reader is in- 
troduced to Marie in the midst of 
one of her professional jobs, and 
from there is taken behind the 
scenes to rub elbows with private 
detectives, crooked lawyers, in spite 
of their high professional standirg, 
ward heelers, big political shots and 
Lulu’s slightly moth-eaten husband. 

Smartly handled, with the un- 
canny gift of writing reality which 
marked the author’s earlier works, 
it is further bettered by a deftness 
in plot construction and handling 
that did not exist in ‘For Men Only’ 
or ‘Weddirg Ring.’ 

It’s Miss Brown’s first book in 
nearly four years because she went 
to Hollywood for a time. 





That Shaw Session 


Lecture of Bernard Shaw next 
week at the Met, his first and sole 
one in this country, is unquestion- 
ably the biggest literary event over 
here in years. Not since Dickens 
came over something like 100 years 
ago has there been anything like the 
attention focused on Shaw’s visit. 
And the methods of both to bring 
Americans flocking were identical. 
Dickens professed dislike of Amer- 
ica. Shaw does, too. And Ameri- 
cans love them the more for it. 

Academy of Political Science, at 
Columbia University, which ar- 
ranged the Shaw lecture, can’t even 
begin to estimate the number of 
applications for tickets to the talk. 
Academy long ago gave out the in- 
formation that no more seats are 
available. However, applications 
still come in by the heaps. 

That in spite of the fact that only 
the balcony and dress circle are 
available, the Academy reserving 
the lower floor and boxes for its 
members and special guests. 





Duncan’s Hangout 


Raymond Duncan, the _long- 
haired exponent of the classic in 
poetry and the dance, has purchased 
an old building on the rue de Seine, 
on the Left Bank, which he is ren- 
ovating and converting into flats to 
be rented only to writers and 
dancers who have mere merit than 
money. Duncan has moved into his 
own studio there, and holds daily 
‘Literary Teas,’ where all French 
and American writers are invited 
to give readings from their works. 
Smoking is not allowed in the Dun- 
ean atelier, as the host is of the 
opinion that it relaxes the brain 
and is a vulgar habit accessible to 
all classes, whereas his followers 
must strive only for the higher 
thirgs in life. 





Lathrop Writes Life of Mix 


Monroe Lathrop, former dramatic 
editor of the Los Angeles ‘Express,’ 
and now representing the ‘Christian 
Science Monitor’ on the coast, has 
written a book, ‘Tough Hombre,’ 
based on the life of Tom Mix. He 
has sold the English serial rights 
to the Harmsworth Publications, 
and hopes to get book publication in 
this country around May 1. 

Lathrop’s biography of the film 
star will deal with intimate details 
of Mix’s life. It will tell how i.e 
got 13 bullet holes in his carcass, 
and 23 broken bones; how he killed 
seven desperadoes; engaged in four 
wars and two revolutions, and how 
he was twice sentenced to execution 





and escaped. 








chief assistant to 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr., new head | 
of Federal Farm agencies, and his | 
place as deputy commissioner of the 
State Conservation department has 
been filled by the advancement of 
John T. Gibbs, another alumnus of 
the ‘World’, from the secretaryship. 
Gaston originally was appointed to 
which in- 
cludes the department’s publicity 
Later he was promoted 
by Commissioner Morgenthau, who 
owns an agricultural paper, to the 


| "Ann Vickers ($3.60) ..icce:stsn 


‘Culbertson’s Summary’ ($1.00) . 


‘British Agent’ ($2.75) 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ 


($1.50). 








Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending April 1, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


Non-Fiction 


“Wallis of Gol@ ($2.00) ....cecces 
‘South Moon Under’ ($2.00) .... 
‘Unfinished Symphony’ ($2.50) ... 
‘Hardy Perennial’ ($2.50) ....... 
‘An American Girl’ ($2.50) ...... 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) ...... 


‘Contract Bridge Blue Book of 1933’ ($2.00) 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 


ee 


PCV TESTE Te. By Sinclair Lewis 
‘ea eeseeepeses By Kathleen Norris 
By M. K. Rawlings 
By Sylvia Thompson 
By Helen Hull 
By Tiffany Thayer 
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By Franklin D. Roosevelt 
By Ely Culbertson 
By Ely Culbertson 
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MUTT eee By Bruce Lockhart 
By Walter B. Pitkin 
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(Continued from page 6) 


that the company would meet the 
obligation. 

Disbursement amounts to $900,000 
but a considerable portion of the 
notes are held by banks friendly to 
the organization, and these institu- 
tions have agreed to defer their 
claims in order that the company 
shall not be unduly divested of 
liquid resources. However, the 
stockholder suit brought about sell- 
ing in Fox, which broke below 1 for 
the first time in many months, 
touching a low at % on the move- 
ment since last summer. It recov- 
ered to the even dollar, but late in 
the week slipped again to %. 

Situation in Loew’s was puzzling. 
Stock appeared to have an abun- 
dance of support below 10, but could 
not get out of its narrow range 
slightly above that level. It was 
reported that brokers were taking 
all offerings near the point where it 
seems to be pegged, but there was 
no effort to push it through on the 
upside. Dealings were moderately 
active and all within the half point 
between 9% and 10%. Buyers are 
said to be associated with the com- 
pany, while sellers appear to be 
scattered old holders. Behavior of 
Loew’s preferred was equally pe- 
culiar. Only a few board lots 
changed hands, the last sale being 
at a new low of 37%. Difficult to 
understand why company interests 
should be willing to take on long 
common stock while letting the 
senior issue shift for itself, unless, 
as was promptly suggested, friends 
of the preferred were willing to 
have it ‘look sick’ for accumulation 
purposes. It pays 6%, a yield of 
more than 17% at the current quo- 
tation. 

RKO passed unnoticed. There is 
so little interest in it in the film 
trade or the speculative mob in 
Times Square that one of the lead- 
ing brokerage branches on Broad- 
way took it off its quotation board, 
figuring the space wasted. Warner 
Bros. went through the week with 
some show of activity, but with list- 
less price movements. Turnover of 
the issue looks like so much witch 
dancing to keep it before the public 
eye. Such an effort seems vain at 


Wy 2 
Gen. Theatre cfs. sold $17,000 @ 1%. 


this time. There is small possibil- 
ity of the amusement shares at- 
tracting any active attention from 
now until at least mid-summer. The 
theatre's leading business units are 
in a discouraging tangle; there is 
no immediate prospect of a revival 
at the box office and the only in- 
centive for optimism seems to be a 
general upturn in business and the 
security market in anticipation of a 
trade revival with the coming of the 
fall. This movement normally 
comes into the market during July 
or August, reaching major propor- 
tions in early September, after 
which actual developments deter- 
mine whether ticker prices will go 
forward or retrace their course. 


Bonds Are Mixed 

Prices were mixed in the bond 
department. There seems to be a 
speculative play coming into the 
Paramount liens at their present 
bankruptcy prices below 8. Theory 
is that if anything of the property 
survives the bonds ought to benefit 
handsomely and the risk of loss is 
not great. Certainly in any reor- 
ganization bond holders would have 
to be dealt with somehow. 

Loew’s bonds, on the other hand, 
were barely steady around the level 
of their minor recovery. Dealings 
ranged between a high of 56 and a 
low of 54%, compared to the col- 
lapse of the previous week to 48, 
Dealings did not suggest any cam- 
paign of buying, but rather a steady 
disposition to take up all offerings 
near the middle 50’s. 

There was a moderate demand for 
the Pathe bonds, following the an- 
nual redemption of the usual lot by 
drawing. RKO liens were not 
quoted. Neither were Shubert, but 
the General Theatre Equipments 
changed hands at $1, back to their 
low of last year. 

Columbia Pictures was laggard 
around the recent low of 65%, while 
Consolidated Film preferred was 
fairly active and about unchanged. 
Formal announcement has. been 
made that the senfor stock will not 
declare a dividend at this time, al- 
though the $2 rate was earned last 
year. Like the other units in the 
industry the board favors husband- 








Roxy, Class A..... 


ing of cash. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, April 1: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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105% 6% 500 Columbia P. vtc...... eecccccce e 6% 6% 6% 
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% % 800 Pathe Exchange..... eeeccececve % % My —%*% 
2% 1% oe eS re eosce 1% 1% 1% 
6 3 41,200 Radio Corp 4% 3% % —¥% 
355 1 2,2 Oo rrr ° 1% 1 1M — %& 
15 10% 40 Universal pref.... ee 11 11 11 
2% 1 20,400 Warner Bros ° 1% 1% 1% 
6% a :.. ble Do . ee eeeccee evccce oe - 3 bid 
31% 19% BE, 40D “WStINGROUED cccccccccccecovece 251% 22% - 23% —1% 
NOTE-—Stricken from list March 31. 
CURB 
11 7 e «SS... PINON: caveccedeceaus o0e ee ee a 
56 YH wees Gon. TRON. TE. POG. cccceccssces ° ee 
14 6 BOO WAL  BOPOO ss vcsesicccccevcecce 6 6 6 —t 
4 2% Cle: SC GRINNOP, bn cvcacecevecs ceocese 6H 2% 3% +% 
4 1% ee TE Bic can i cudassesichaevecs - 1% 1% 1% +% 
BONDS 
2% 1% $20,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40......... eee 3% 1 1 ~ % 
37 2914 12.000 Keith Ge, “Grcccccccccvevseces 2 30 30 
84% 48 GEGGe EeGOW CO, "EBs cc cvecssccecseccecs 56 54% 55 —2 
68% 47% 19,000 Pathe 7's, “87 .cccicoscccccces +. 60% 58% 58% +2% 
16% 4% 82,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47....... - O&% 4% 656 +1% 
16% 6% 83,000 Par-Pub 54'S, '59.......ceeeeee 8 6% ™% +1 
19 iia: he Wey ORE On cs cnndecdoeeeess : a Pe 
1% J seece SNES  - Os 0 dec cs ccasreveccces wi ea as - 
2 12 48,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39.........+- 14% 14 14% +% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 





Incorporations 





New York 
Albany, April 3. 
Parkshire Ridge Amusements, Inc., 


100 shares, no par. 


Kings; theatrical; 

Acadia Film Corp., Manhattan; pic- 
tures; $10,000. 

Comic Artist, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 250 shares—-150 preferred $100, 


100 common no par. 

Northern Film Corp., New York; pic- 
ture business; 100 shares, no par. 

Harimose, Ltd., Manhattan; theatrical; 
450 shares—150 preferred $100, 300 com- 
mon no par. 

Cinema Theatres, Inc.; Manhattan; 
theatrical; 1,800 shares preferred $10, 
20 common no par. 

Broadway-Hollywood Pictures, Lim- 
ited, Manhattan; theatrical enterprises; 
99 shares no par. 

American Radio Productions Institute, 
Inc.; theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Central Network, Inc., Manhattan; ra- 
dio broadcasting; stations; 100 shares no 
par. 

Resort Entertainment Bureau, Inc., 
New York county; entertainment of all 
kinds, amusements; $600. : 

Statement and Designation 

Amalgamated Atlantic Seaboard Net- 

work, Inc., 100 W. 10th street, Wilming- 





ton, Del.; general radio broadcasting 
business: New York office. 551 Fifth 
avenue, New York City; Ed. Wynn, 
president: 1,100 shares no par value. 
California 
Sacramento, April 3. 
Catlette, Imc. Capital stock, $25,000; 


$3 subscribed. Walter L. Catlette, Kath- 
erine Martyn, Ivan L. Hiler. 
Craig Hutchinson Pictures, Inc. Capi- 











tal stock, 100 shares; 62,500 subscribed. 
Craig Hutchinson, Mrs. Jessie B. C. 


Miller, Paul Miler, Gilbert Hodges, C. W. 
Eliott. 
los Angéles Broadcasting Company, 


Inc. Capital stock, $100,000; none sub- 
scribed. William K. Young, Forrest F. 
Murray, Carol Vincent, E. R. Bow, Iso- 
bel Bergen. 

B. VP. Schulberg Productions, Ltd. 
Capital stock, 250 shares; none sub- 
scribed. B. P. Schulberg, Bertram 
Alenberg, Louis E. Swarts. 


Criterion Pictures Corporation. Capi- 
tal stock, 500 shares; $3 subscribed. L. 
Ryan, A. Bosche, N. Wollman. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

Ocean Park Pier Amusement Corpora- 
tion. Amusements, To issue five shares 
out of 1,000,000, par $1. 

Photoplays, Inc. M. p. production. A. 
Bosche, L. Ryan, N. Wollman. To issue 
three shares out of 1,000, no par. 

Hollywood Productions, Ine. M. p. 
production. To issue all 20,000 shares 
of participating preference stock, par §5, 
and all 40,000 shares of common, no par. 


National Air Races, Ine. Air race 
promoting. To issue 2,000 shares out of 
10,900, par $10. 


Pacific Theatres Corporation. Theatre 
operating. To issue 5,000 shares out of 
25,000, no par. 


; Judgments 


Consolidated Cigar Corp.; 
Broadcasting Service, Inc.; $4,101. 
Chamberlain Brown; B. Adams; $1,152. 





Adams 


John Spadaro; laramount-Publix 
Corn.: $13. 
Gold Pictures, Inc.; Hegeman Print- 


ing Co.; $1,790. 

Big 4 Film Corp.; 
Corp.; £26,119. 

Peggy Rich; Madison Square Garden 
Corp.: costs; $111. 


Agfa Raw Film 





Harry A. Romm; Columbia Artists Bu- 
reau, Inc.; $93. 
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Pre-Beer Squawks — P 
Foaming Sideline m ie Ou 
(Continued from page 1) on the premises would be restricted ” Los Angeles, April 3. By Jack Osterman 
and the rush of production entitles |to hotels maintaining dining rooms, | Salesman for a radio station 
them to consideration. restaurants and night clubs. It;|| devoted the better part of half || + etcetera 
The full announcing staff of |cannot be dispensed over bars or at an hour trying to sell air time = 2 | ta ; 
TMJ, the Milwaukee ‘Journal’|lunch counters, if the ordinance is|| to a merchant. P d R f i EREIN A ce ILUMNIST 
re will be on hand at various | adopted. Unable to close a deal handed ictures an ing or MAKES A COMEBACK, 
vantage points to give listeners a his business card to the mer- Gu Freed of Murder Ostermenia 
cheerful little earful of the various Ohio Beer Gardens chant. ‘I also take advance or- y; | Say, Editor, you don’t know what 
noises that go with the first de- cian” i hile ders for beer,’ he casually re- you did last week by leaving out 
liveries of beer along about mid- + ae ‘ marked. ees Hollywood, April 3. my column, or did you lose it? Re- 
night, April 6. Mikes will be spotted Meyers Lake Park, largest —From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Publici ars Sart ...,. | ports are you tore it up, but I 
at a brewery, a loading platform, in|#™usement resort in eastern Ohio, Bulletin. Publicity attending Curley Guy's | hardly believe that, after all we've 
a freight yard and in leading gar- will install a beer garden as the trial and acquittal in Long Beach |pbeen through together. Anyway, 
result of legalized beer, officials of on a charge of murdering Capt. | flags were at half-mast, business 


dens. Those who stay at home will 
have the joy of listening to the 
driver of the first truckload of beer 
and the words of the engineer pull- 
ing the first train out of town. All 
this plus the necessary clamor that 
goes with the process. 

The town is all pepped up and 
ready to go. The revenue office is 
raking in the shekels in the good old 
way and the breweries are doing 
their best to get as much beer into 
action on time as they possibly can. 
But it looks as if there were going 
to be many unable to get their fill 
the first few days. Even the biggest 
vats have limits. And Milwauke 
surely does love its hops, 





Enter Florida 
Miami, April 3. 

Amusement operators here and 
throughout Florida have their ears 
to the ground for any hopeful 
rumbling which might resemble the 
tramp of the brewers’ big horses. 
State legislature assembles tomor- 
row (4). 

Much controversy has developed 
over the possibility of breaking 
Florida’s constitutional provision 
against sale of ‘any intoxicating’ 
beverages, with legal opinion now 
apparently swinging to the convic- 
tion that the legislature can legalize 
3.2 per cent brew through liberal 
interpretation of the constitution. 

Several operators in Miami are 
ready to shoot. One of the choice 
locations for a combination caba- 
ret and beer garden would be the 
Frolics cafe, still operating as a 
two-bit dance hall with a floor 
show. 

Besides the Frolics, and all of 
them hoping to get in on beer’s 
ground floor, the Silver Slipper, 
Auby’s Lagoon, the Pier (Beach) 
and the Bagdad are holding over 
their winter shows and doing fair 
business without the beverage. 

Some of the Beach hotels are be- 
ginning to fold, but the Roney 
Plaza still has enough reservations 
to indicate one of the latest closing 
dates in history. 





Maine Going Wet 
Portland, Me., April 3. 

Maine is going wet! A referen- 
dum may hold the movement up 
for a few months, but suds are go- 
ing to be general throughout the 
state. The 3.02 beer bill has passed 
the Legislature and received the 
Governor’s signature, and unless 
Christian Civic League and the 
Methdists put the brakes on by ref- 
erendum, Maine for the first time 
in 75 years will quench its thirst 
legally. 

Industrial leaders, business firms 
and hotels urged the Legislature to 
put this law across to save the 
State’s tourist business. 

It is confidently felt that if a ref- 
erendum is allowed the drys will be 
swamped. 





Call It Soft Stuff 
Tacoma, Wash., April 3. 

Max Frolic, former RKO pit 
leader and owner of Frolics Villa, 
eat and dance pavilion, has engaged 
five-piece German band for his gar- 
den and will serve Pabst brew. 
County commissioners now debating 
whether to make charge of $250 or 
more 2 year for roadhouses selling 
beer. 

Some will not take out license but 
sell the brew contending govern- 
men has designated new brew as 
non-intoxicating and their soft 
drink privilege will prevail. County 
sheriff admits he don’t know what 
he will do. 





Theatre Beer Banned 
Minneapolis, April 3. 

Under the city ordinance regulat- 
ing distribution here of 3.2 per cent. 
beer, sale of the beverage would be 
Prohibited at theatres, parks, base- 
ball parks, dance halls and all other 
entertainment places, excepting 
night clubs where food is served. 
The ordinance will be acted upon by 
the city council this week. 

Several independent exhibitors 
here had planned to sell the beer in 
their theatres or in beer gardens 
in conjunction with the show- 
houses, The ordinance prohibits 
this, 


Sale of the beer for consumption 





the company have announced. 
Large recreation building housing 
roller rink and cafeteria will be 
converted into old time beer gar- 
den. 


New spot will be ready for open- 
ing late in May. 


GAMING AGAIN 
OFF CAL. SHORE 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Gambling on the high seas got 
under way again off the Southern 
California coast (1), after a lapse 
of several months, with the re- 
sumption of activities by two boats, 
the Monte Carlo and the Johanna 
Smith II. 

As opening day bait, visitors 
were transported to and from the 
ships by tenders without cost and 
were given a free dinner, as an in- 
ducement to have them hang 
around the gaming tables. 

Monte Carlo is advertising a new 
bar that opens (7), serving real 
beer. 


Photos at $15 a Doz. 
New Gyp Racket by 
Hollywood Kid Scouts 


Hollywood, April 3. 


A small touch racket, but one of 
volume, is the baby talent scouts 
working hereabouts who advertise 
in the personal columns of the daily 
papers, requesting mothers to bring 
their offspring for interviews. Scouts 
infer that they have contacts with 
studios where babies are employed, 
and that the prodigies will be pre- 
sented to directors. 

Gyp comes when the scout asks 
the mother for photographs of her 
youngster. No matter what kind of 
photo the fond mama hands the 
scout, they won’t do. New pictures 
must be taken, and therein is the 
racket. Scout has his own photog- 
rapher take the pictures, and charges 
the mother from $12 to $15 per 
dozen. Cost to the supposed scout 
is probably $3 top to turn out the 
pictures. One of the racketeers has 
been averaging 30 sales a week, 
making himself a neat profit and 
promising nothing. He has a con- 
tact with a producer making kid 
pictures, so keeps inside the law. 

Baby scout business started sev- 
eral months ago through a contest 
held by Paramount to get a young- 
ster for a Chevalier picture. Smart 
guys picked up the idea and made a 
racket out of what Paramount did 
as a publicity gag. 

















Friars Beer Party 


The Friars will hail official beer 
on Saturday night (8) with an old 
and young timers’ night billed 
‘Down Memory Lane.’ Joe Laurie 
is the main guy and he signed the 
notices, 

The committee comprises a list 
of about 200 members, which means 
they will sit in, gargling tunes and 
lager. A dozen barrels of brew 
have been ordered and the thirsty 
can start quaffing at 10 o’clock. The 
nick is a modest two bficks. 





Smoking Services 
London, March 24. 


A young clergyman who recently | <a 
: ° erg “ |tend the tie-up to WB theatres in| 


took over a parish in a neighbor- 
hood district in London, in an at- 
tempt to attract increased attend- 
ance to his Sunday services, hit 
upon the idea of announcing from 
the pulpit that 
would be permitted. 

The next Sunday the congregation 
was doubled and is constantly in- 
creasing. Both the male and femaie 
parishioners having availed them- 
selves of the privilege. 


in future smoking | 


AT DEMPSEY’S DINNER 


By JACK PULASKI 


The only interesting pugilistic 
event last week was a feed to the 
sports writers, tossed by that new 
promoter, Jack Dempsey, at the 
Park Central. Scene was a love 
feast with the former champ do- 
ing m.c. Every boxing commenta- 
tor was present, pleased to compli- 
ment the popular former champ 
and wish him well. 

Dempsey comes forth as sponsor 
of the Schmeling-Baer heavyweight 
fight due early in June at one of 
the ball parks. The match is rated 
a natural and the winner is to meet 
Jack Sharkey for the title, ac- 
cording to present plans. The 
Garden’s match between the gob 
and Carnera is also on the summer 
cards but regardless of the fact the 
title is at stake, the Schmeling- 
Baer affair should be the big noise. 

Associated with the giant-killer 
is Tim Mara, who once had a hunk 
of Tunney, and there was kidding 
by both that promoter and Dempsey 
about Gene’s left mit. Prominent 
among the guests was Capt. Dennis 
O’Brien, legal adviser to Jack, when 
he isn’t occupied with affairs of 
Doug and Mary Fairbanks, George 
M. Cohan, and Sam H. Harris. 

The dinner signalized the open- 
ing of the press campaign for 
Dempsey’s debut fight show, but 
there were little incidents that pro- 
vided a special kick to the guests. 
Dan Parker, sports columnist on the 
‘Mirror,’ strode across the hall and 
stuck out his duke to Ed Sullivan 
the ‘News’ columnist. Those two 
birds had been calling each other 
names for two years, Walyou Car- 
nera being the unwitting cause of 
it all. Now they smile when they 
meet, 








Heuser Beats Ebbets 


Final fight show at the Garden 
for six weeks went on Friday (31) 
with Harry Ebbets, of Freeport, 
battling Adolph Heuser, Germany, 
who trimmed him again. It was a 
slugging match but not on a gar 
with their meeting on the Schaaf- 
Carnera card. This time Harry was 
not cut and while the foreigner 
won on points, he carried away 
souvenirs, such as two cut eyes 
and a frayed mouth, The match 
merely was a convincer to Ebbets, 
who wanted to win because it would 
give him another chance at Ro- 
senbloom’s light-heavyweight title. 
Slapsy Maxie has defated both 
contenders so they appear to be 
both out. 

Another German was present— 
Hans Birkie, who was introduced 
by Joe Humphries as hailing from 
California—the only laugh of the 
evening. Hans got a smacking 
around from Art Lasky, the new 
Jewish heavy, from Minneapolis. 
Lasky came east with the record 
of 22 kayo wins out of 27 fights. 
He didn’t do it to Birkie which 
isn’t strange because Hans is one 
of the toughest of many a hopeful 
heavy. However, Lasky demon- 
strated a punch and had the Ger- 
man groggy from right shots to the 
chin, 





WB’s Bus Tieup 


Warner theatres in New York, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Wilming- 
ton, Newark, Jersey City and towns 
nearby to these will figure in a con- 
test for 150 round-trip tickets to the 
World's Fair, Chicago, in a tie-up 
with the Martz bus lines. Prizes 
will be apportioned to theatres ac- 
cording to size and importance. 

Mort Blumenstock, for 





Ohio and further in Pennsy. 


MARRIAGES 








theatres, and Frank Martz may ex- | 


FOOD AND MANY LAUGHS. 


Warner | cross 


} 


| 


| 


| novel, ‘The 


James Whipple, NBC stage direc- | 
itor, and Margaret Sullivan, mem- 
|ber Chicago A Capella Choir, in 
| Chicago, March 25, 

Avon Taylor Manville, former act- 
iress to Carlyle Blackwell, 


March 25, in Reno. 


actor, | Kenyon 








Walter Wanderwell, has started him 
on two careers—boxing and films. 
Jack Kearns has taken Guy under 
his wing and is paying for his fight- 
ing lessons, with the view of man- 
aging him should the boy show 
promise. 

Guy is also set for a small part 
in ‘Phantom of the Air,’ Universal 
serial, starting this week. Before 
the Wanderwell episode, Guy was 
an airplane mechanic. 


Speak Owners 
Figuring Their 
Beer Problems 


Test cases on beer will probably 
result from plans of some speak- 
easy proprietors to take out licenses 
to vend the brew. 

The speaks believe that if they 
don’t take out licenses and con- 
tinue to sell beer new troubles will 
arise through avoidance of taxa- 
tion laws. Complaints against them 
from restaurants, hotels, beer gar- 
dens, ete., over the tax angle are 
expected by the speaks from the 
outset unless they eliminate beer. 


Also being weighed is the main- 
tenance of a legal beer license if the 
hideaway continues to sell hard 
grog. Revocation proceedings might 
be in order quickly, it is feared, on 
the grounds that while the place is 
selling beer legally, it is also oper- 
ating in violation of Federal liquor 
laws by merchandising bootleg 
goods. Question of the speaks being 
able to obtain licenses for beer will 
depend, proprietors admit, on how 
stringent are the investigating pro- 
cesses prior to issuance of licenses. 








Some speak owners lean to the 
opinion that since the beer was 
passed to bring the Government 
much-needed revenue, the Govern- 
ment will not turn around and con- 
tinue to spend large amounts in 
Federal enforcement in States which 
accept beer within their borders. 
And if repeal is sanctioned, that'll 
be that. 





‘Malt’ Soon ‘Beer’ 


Anheuser-Busch people  yester- 
day (Monday) started to change 
their electric sign at 46th and 
Broadway, N. Y., to read ‘beer.’ 
When the sign was put up in an- 
ticipation of legal suds some day, 
the words ‘malt’ were mazdaed, with 
this four-letter one chosen so that 
‘beer’ could take its place without 
reconstruction of sign. 


Nothing yet set on construction 
by A-B of a large beer garden on 
the 46th street corner, but it’s been 
tentatively planned for some time. 





Surplus Yarns 





(Continued from page 1) 


had worked on the story originally 
and now at other plants, had ideas 
about the particular yarn which 
the studio owning the story did not 
know about. 

Impression is that most of the 
stories will be withdrawn from the 
market within the next few days, 


with the studios forgetting about 
their sales possibilities. Too much 
jealousy and fear of the double- 
coupled with executive appre- 
hension that they might get the 
horse laugh if a rival studio gets 
a good picture out of a story they 
have abandoned, will probably kill 
the idea. 
One of the first sales of excess 
scripts made by Paramount was 


transfer of Owen 
Salamander,’ to Warner 


the 


Bros. 
They have turned. it 
Nicholson, will adapt 


Bennett. 


1 
who 


it for Constance 


Johnson's | 


over to} 


was off all over town and, in some 
spots, people were cheering that 
Osterman was off ‘Variety” Iu 
agree that Osterman may be off his 
nut, but never off ‘Variety.’ I 
slipped the copy underneath the 
door on a cold, wet Saturday night, 
and maybe it got lost in Pulaski's 
rubbers, but, nevertheless, I slipped 
it under the door and, as the old 
saying goes, a slip of a column is 
worth two in the ‘Mirror.’ (Alright, 
I made it up.) 

Lots of things have happened Ed. 
since I’ve been off the paper, I 
finished a highly successful run of 
14 weeks at the Club Richman with 
my pal, Lou Schwartz. We're still 
partners and I’m taking the old re- 
vue on the road for a few weeks, 
You know, when you go to work for 
anybody nowadays they give you a 
new routine, They say, ‘Play ball 
with us for a little while and every- 
thing will be okay.’ I've played ball 
so long this season I look like Babe 
Ruth. Anyway, Lou and I have an 
idea for this summer when they cut 
that beer back to 3%. We're going 
to open a place on the Pelham road, 
Nobody has ever owed us up there 
before and we want to try it for the 
novelty. 

Reverse Picketing 

Noticed a lot of pickets walking 
up and down Broadway in front of 
dark theatres, with signs stating 
they were unfair to organized la- 
bor. Those pickets in front of the 
Hollywood theatre should carry 
signs reading, THIS THEATRE 
WAS UNFAIR TO THE WARNER 
BROTHERS. Incidentaily, it’s ironic 
(’m nuts about that word, dear 
Editor) that when the Winter Gar- 
den closed its doors the name of the 
picture was ‘Grand Slam.’ 

There’s a big sign on 50th and 
7th avenue announcing Armour’s 
Star Ham, but it doesn’t give the 
name of the actor. Maxie Rosen- 
bloom is going into vaudeville and 
already has laryngitis from rehears- 
ing, which goes back to my old 
theory, anybody can get on the stage 
but actors. 

As soon as the President gets his 
swimming pool I’m going to get a 
bathroom for myself. The baby 
weighs 17% pounds and is crooning 
so loud now she sounds like the 
Fleischmann hour, Hal Horne of 
United Artists says there is one 
consolation in getting a cut, you 
used to worry about your salary 
and now you only have to worry 
half as much. Cute? It’s getting so 
now that Winchell makes up to 
write his column. (Remember, Ed.,, 
these are all snapshots at ran- 
DUMB). Went to Jack Dempsey’s 
dinner which he gave to the sports 
writers on his debut as a fight pro- 
moter, and it was a big success. 
They called on Rube Goldberg twice 
and he asked the _ toastmaster, 
‘Where am I, at the Roxy?’ In clos- 
ing will just say that Walt Disney 
wanted to have Mickey Mouse be- 
have as much like human beings as 
possible, but now human beings 
would like to be like Mickey Mouse, 
(Second plug for Horne.) Hoping to 
see my column this week. 


ARE YOU READING? 
Osterman, 


Bill McStay Loses Leg 


San Francisco, April 3. 

Bill McStay, former showman and 
’Frisco character, for the past sev- 
eral years general press represen- 
tative of the Dollar Steamship Line, 
is at the Alameda Sanitarium, re- 
covering from the amputation of his 
Icft leg at the knee. 

Amputation was necessary follow- 
ing an infection. Stanley Dollar, 
head of the steamship company, 
plans to send McStay on a world 
tour upon his recovery. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Abe Goodman, son, 
| March 29, in New York. Father is 
| with Fox films in home office of 
publicity dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Prown, Jr., 
son, at Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Father is a 











| Hollywood, March 15. 
| musician. 
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East 


Mrs. Jimmy Walker gets her Flo- 
rida divorce. Signed last week. Un- 
der the local law either party may 
remarry at once. 





Stage Society not permitted to 
produce its Play No. 2, because it 
was ‘Champagne Supper’ and Equity 
ruled that Peggy Fears had used up 
all the free rehearsals on that. 

Cab Calloway in a jam in Dur- 
ham, N. C., last week when a gang 
of Negroes stormed the warehouse 
in which he planned to hold a dance 
for Negroes, tickets being sold to 
white persons to look on. Rioters 
chased the band out and took pos- 





session of the place. 
Miefa Rizzato, one of the ‘run- 
way girls in the Minsky show, 


Brooklyn, fell off the platform into 
the pit Monday (27). Feared her 
back is broken. 





Six footers form the bulk of the 
cast of ‘Strange Gods.’ Seven out 
of the eight top that mark. 





Workers Film and Photo League 
to hold a series of forums on film 
at its headquarters. First will be 
April 9, open meeting. 





Robert J. Mulligan, vaude. and 
stage actor, has written a drama, 
‘Ferment,’ which may get a pro- 
duction this season. 





Dorothea Wieck, of ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ arrived on the Hamburg 
Friday (31) to go into Paramount 
pictures. Boat also brought Anna 
Droysen, 8 feet 4 inches tall, and 
her sister, slightly shorter. For the 
Ringling show. 





‘Comic Artist,’ Susan Glaspell’s 
play, will open cold Easter week. 





Mona Lisa club gets a visit from 
the police and three men are in the 
toils. Diners permitted to finish 
their meals before being bounced. 





Five directors of the Italian 
agency for the control and distribu- 
tion of motion pictures on charge of 
embezzlement of high sums and 
three have been given five years 
each. 





Radio commission orders WNJ, 
Newark station, off the air. Time 
goes to WHOM, which also gets 
WKOB assignment, giving it three- 
quarter time. 





Refusing a motion in the Fannie 
Todd Mitchell-Lean Leonidoff-Sey- 
mour Woolner litigation, Judge 
Bonynge in Brooklyn Supreme court 
characterized it as ‘both futile and 
vexatious.’ Woolner alleged he had 
been threatened with unfavorable 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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publicity if he did not pay all costs 
of litigation, and his wife moved to 
have this stricker. from his answer. 
There are three suits Woolner is 
suing Loenidoff for alienation, and 
the author for divorce. Leonidoff 
has a counter suit against Woolner. 





Mayor O’Brien cuts appropriation 
for concerts in N. Y. city parks, but 
hopes private fund. will insure 
music. 





Next Hart-Berlin musical will be 
‘As Thousands Cheer,’ to be staged 
by Sam Harris. First draft prac- 
tically completed. Due in June. 





Maxine Elliott’s villa at Cannes 
suffers $100,000 damage by fire. 





Peggy -Fears tells reporters she 
will not seek a separation from A. C. 
Blumenthal until she can talk it 
over with him alone. And she can’t 
get him alone since he quit her ho- 
tel because he is surrounded by 
what she calls ‘Broadway and so- 
ciety beauties.’ 


Opera ball—New York’s first—at 
the Met April 28 for the opera fund. 
Ben Ali Haggin will be in charge. 





Fifth Ave. Ass'n wins its first 
fight. Army Day parade will be 
above shoppin zone. 





Guilds’ ‘School for Husbands’ set 
back until next fall. Has been off 
Casting trou- 
= may also set back ‘Sarah Sim- 
ple.’ 





Once more they are talking about 
‘Nine Pine St.’ Now it’s by John 
Colton, ‘based on material collected 
by William Miles and Donald Black- 
well,’ which suggests they kept the 
idea and threw away the original 
play. 





Libby Holman’s baby gets its first 
picture in the dailies. 





Helen Kane listens in on the trial 
of Murray J. Posner, who is having 
another hearing in the bankruptcy 
case in which she figures. Says she 
put her money in a safe deposit in 
Chi. because she feared racketeers. 





Otis Skinner back from his trip to 
Africa, 





Hearing on Sam Kaplan’s appeal 
from ouster decision is adjourned 
until tomorrow (Wed.). 





Otto Harbach and Frank Mandel 
working on new operetta. 





The government called the last of 
its witnesses in the mail fraud case 
against the Diversified Corp., film 
makers. Used up 72 days with the 
defense yet to get its innings. 


Henri Diamant-Berger, of a 
French film company, arrived in 
New York. Says his company will 
make two productions over here 
with American locales. Company 
and technicians due next week. 








Harry A. Romm and Simon Fien- 
stein trifling with the idea of doing 
a sepia comedy by Noble Sissle. 





Former ‘Tin Soldier’ now ‘Her 
Tin Soldier. W. A. Brady now in- 
terested. ‘ 





Lingerie dealer crashes the papers 
by declaring in a suit against Mrs. 
Edw. L. Stantcn for goods, that they 
were bought not for herself but for 
Betty Compton. Mrs. Stanton is the 
wife of Jimmy Walker’s former sec- 
retary. 





Kathryn Ray, who with Macoco 
Unzue, said to be an Argentine mil- 
lionaire, is being sued by her for- 
mer maid. Latter charges she at- 
tempted to act as peacemaker be- 
tween the two with the usual result. 





Ludwig Zatz, Jewish actor who 
has been playing in European coun- 
tries the past two years, home again 
and to open at the Rolland April 11 
in a new play. 





Soviet travel agency trying to 
drum up trade for a pilgrimage to 
the Moscow Theatrical Festival 
June 1-15. Working through the 
Travel League, which sponsors. 





Loew’s will establish a Ziegfeld 
museum in the theatre he once oc- 
cupied. Asking for contribution or 
loan of souvenirs of the producer. 

Johanna Rischke, German dancer, 
in Supreme court asking $123,500 of 
Grey 8S. Staples, tobacco man. She 
charges conspiracy to defraud her 
into giving up her European career 
to be near him. Ned Wayburn and 
Richard J. Reynolds, brother of the 
late Zach. Smith Reynolds, co-de- 
fendants. Reynolds is alleged to 
have signed a cablegram confirm- 
ing Staples’ offer of support while 














contract for the dancer. When her 
six months’ visiting leave expired, 
she entered into a technical mar- 
riage with a riding master to gain 
American citizenship. 





Fred Astaire to marry the recent- 
divorced wife of Eliphalet N. 


ly 
Jr, social registrite. 


Potters, 





Jesse L. Livermore, noted stock 
operator, married last week (28), to 
Mrs. Harriet M. Noble, concert 
singer. 





Old indictment against Kiki Rob- 
erts, former showgirl and friend of 
the late Legs Diamond, quashed in 
consideration of her recent good be- 
havior. 





Warner Bros. to build a gym- 
nasium and drill hall in Sing Sing. 
In acknowledgment of assistance 
given in filming ‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing.’ Warden Lawes took no 
pay for the rights to his book. 





Evelyn Herbert of ‘Melody’ to quit 
Sat. Ill health. 





Mrs. Brooke Adams, wife of a 
night-club entertainer, suing Hen- 
rietta Pirring for $100,000 alienation 
of her husband's affections. 





‘Cherry Orchard,’ originally 
planned for four weeks as alternate 
to ‘Alice in Wonderland’ at the New 
Amsterdam, will be continued. Has 
shown a remarkable draw. 





Playland, Westchester, civic park 
inquiry brings out that the director 
gets $15,000 a year and a cut on net 
profits, but thinks the job worth 
$50,000 annually. 





Theatre Advancement, Inc., just 
formed. Subscription play plan. 





Herman Waske, old Coney Island 
showman, dead. Credited with hav- 
ing been the first to show pictures 
on the Island. 





Leo Bulgakov will have charge of 
a Russian show at the Chicago fair. 


Coast 


James N. Crofton, Caliente exec, 
sued in L. A. Superior court for 
separate maintenance by Enriqueta 
Nugent Crofton, charging cruelty 
and asking $2,000 monthly and 
$5,000 attorney fees. Mrs. Crofton 
known on the stage and screen as 
Mona Rica. 











Mrs. Charles Skouras absolved 
from blame by an L. A. coroner's 
jury in the auto death of Mrs. Ed 
R. Maier, wife of a local brewer. 





Irene Halperin, former dancer, 
sued her husband, Victor Halperin, 
film producer, in I. A. Superior 
court for separate maintenance. 
Plaintiff charged she was forced to 
live with her brother-in-law and 
mother-in-law, and that the latter 
bossed her. 





Six alleged dealers were each 
fined $50 in L. A. night court fol- 
lowing a police raid on the Club 
Airport Gardens. Harry Schneider, 
asserted bartender, was arrested af- 
ter police raided the Sokoloeff club, 
a social club. 





Bandits who entered the LaBrea, 
L. A., bound and gagged Earl John- 
son, manager, and Ira Fullmer, em- 
ployee, after forcing the manager to 
reveal the combination of the safe. 
The yeggs escaped with $250. 





Betty Blythe, actress, filed a vol- 
untary bankruptcy petition in U. S. 
District court, L. A., listing liabil- 
ities at $8,152, and assets of $200. 





Glade theatre, Lindsay, Calif., de- 
stroyed by fire, which assertedly 
started when a trained horse dis- 
charged a pistol during a vaude act. 





H. B. Warner filed suit for $340 
against Josephine Valex de Valla- 
lobos in L. A. Municipal court in 
answer to the defendant’s suit for 
$343 against the actor. Both are 
suing to cover damages to their cars 
as the result of an acctdent. 





Police arrested W. L. Jones and 
John H. Oggle, film technical ad- 
visers, after they assertedly crashed 
their car into a party of equestrians 
near Hollywood. 





Catherine Ann Jaccard, actress, 
divorced from Jacques Jaccard, film 
director, in L. A. Superior court. 





Lynn Cowan, m.c., injured when 
his car collided with another at a 
Hollywood boulevard intersection. 





Marlene Dietrich, actress, removed 
to her Santa Monica, Calif., beach 
home with head injuries caused 





the dance director is accused of 
having wired the American consul 
in Berlin that he held an artist’s 


when she was thrown from a horse 


during the filming of a scene for 
Paramount's ‘Song of Songs.’ 





A bill, introduced by Assembly- 
man Percy West, to repeal the Calif. 
three-day marriage license law, was 
defeated in the assembly 54 to 14, 





Mabelle E. Stephen filed suit for 
$10,175 against Mickey Walker, 
prize fighter, in L. A. Superior court, 
charging assault and battery. 





Six alleged dealers were booked 
at the L. A. county jail on suspicion 
of gambling, following a police raid 
on a Hollywood gaming spot. Film 
celebrities present when the police 
entered were not molested. 





William Boyd, stage and screen 
actor, arrested by L. A. police on 
suspicion of drunken driving after 
he crashed his car into two parked 
machines. 


Alice Joyce, actress, filed a volun- 
tary bankruptcy petition in U. 8S. 
Federal court, Carson City, Nev., 
listing her liabilities at $47,794.72, 
and assets at $161,045.75, of which 
only $24 is in cash, with balance 
consisting of promissory notes and 
household goods. 


William Von Brincken, film writer, 
convicted by a jury in L. A. Su- 
perior court of making false police 
reports regarding an asserted gun 
battle with bandits. 


Midwest 


To discourage automobiles driving 
through the grounds, World’s Fair 
in Chicago is now charging 25 cents 
per car in addition to 10 cents a 
person. Congestion of traffic is be- 
coming a problem. 








Irene Castle McLaughlin will be 
the leading lady in ‘Return to Folly,’ 
a play written bv Harlan Ware, 
press agent of the Sherman hotel, 
Chicago. It will be presented in 
north side communities for the 
benefit of the former actress’ home 
for lost dogs. Mrs. McLaughlin, 
apropos the play’s title, gagged it 
was probably ‘folly to return.’ 


St. Louis symphony orchestra, 
ending its season early, left music- 
lovers sentimentally galvanized to 
preserve and perpetuate the orches- 
tra. 





Blackhawk cafe, Chicago, was 
stuck up by four men, who grabbed 
$1,850 and escaped. 





Armored car company had $15,000 
in theatre cash in their offices when 
Chicago bandits called. In a shoot- 
ing affray the bandits lost. Jack 
White, one of the hoods, got a bul- 
let in the abdomen and was arrest- 
ed. Other escaped. Money was un- 
touched. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 14) 





dance specialty and Gomez and Wi- 
nona, making a special feature as 
a climax with their fascinating ball- 
room routines, made more impor- 
tant by bringing Bunchuk up to the 
stage with his cello to provide spe- 
cial musical accompaniment. Finale 
has all the girls dancing in an in- 
tricate circular grouping, with Miss 
Rio doing whirls within the ring 
and Gomez and Winona posed in the 
center for a pedestal effect. All 
making a first-rate climax to % 
sprightly dancing  entertainme: 
that was well sustained. 

‘Gabriel over the White House’ 
(Metro) the feature, and attend- 
ance at the first evening show Fri- 
day very good, indeed. Rush. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 30. 


For the third successive week, 
Fanchon & Marco is presenting lo- 
cal radio acts on the Par stage. It 
remains, however, for Grace Hayes, 
making her first local appearance 
in several years, to run away with 
the show, and demonstrate to pic- 
ture-house audiences how the vaude 
and musical comedy names of yes- 
teryear won thejr spurs. Now an 
NBC artist, Miss Hayes is still the 
vivacious comedienne of old. 

Supplementing Miss Hayes’ com- 
edy and vocalizing is her grown-up 
son, Lynn, who is no mean per- 
former, and who demonstrates a 
versatility that is outstanding in 
giving impressions of noted radio 
names. 

Only local radio fave to distin- 
guish himself at the opener today 





was Charlie Lung, of the KHJ Don 


Lee coast system. He demonstrated 
how one man can interpret a variety 
of roles without so much as moving 
from his chair. Lung is a credit- 
able performer and rates high in 
entertainment value. 

Other KHJ performers, all mem- 
bers of the Globe Headliners (flour 
concern), included Carlton KaDell, 
Sylvia Picker, Johnny Gibson, Duane 
Thompson, Ynez Seabury and Gary 
Breckner. With the exception of 
Miss Picker, as the dumb broad, the 
air talent displays a lack of stage 
personality, and is heavily handi- 
capped when even a few steps re- 
moved from the mike. 

First 30 mins. of the stage show 
is devoted to the local radio per- 
formers, their offerings including a 
few sketches, topped by a one-man 
skit in which Lung handles half a 
dozen widely different parts. Miss 
Picker is a natural comedienne, and 
her burlesque dance, following 
F&M’'s ‘Ad&,’ was cleverly executed. 

Rube Wolf clowns as usual, and 
the line girls are utilized in several 
advantageous spots for various rou- 
tines. Three Society Steppers re- 
veal some hot hoofing. Max Lerner 
continues to click with his vocaliz- 
ing, and currently Myrtle Lyman, 
sister of Abe Lyman, aids in the 
warbling. 

Show ran one hour and six mins. 
at the opener today, which will 
necessitate considerable pruning to 
speed up some of the earlier scenes, 

Screen feature is ‘Pick Up’ (Par), 
a Sennett comedy, cartoon and 
news. Biz at matinee a good 30% 
increase over corresponding day last 
week. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, March 31. 


Biz as usual at the old Roxy. It’s 
consistent despite mediocre film 
bookings. The house hasn’t been 


able to secure any major company 
product or the better indie films 
owing to certain antipathy against 
the spot because of its b.o. scale, 
which runs 25 and 35c weekdays 
and tops at 55c on weekends. 


Current show has no stage name 
allure. However, out of it will rise 
John Fogarty. Around Fogarty 
there is built an entertaining pro- 
gram which has but one flaw. That’s 
in the line. The girls appear inade- 
quately trained. It’s offside judg- 
ment that has them coming on for 
Fogarty’s last number while the 
Irish lad is still singing. Either Fo- 
garty should be away in the wings 
or the girls should stay off until 
he’s through. 


There is no reasonable alibi 
the line being untrained. 

Fogarty (New Acts) is one lad 
whose voice is so resonant that it 
fills the old Cathedral easily. He 
starts off with a medley of songs 
from the radio and uses a mike. 
Then he winds into Irish ballads, 
rising to a climax in his singing by 
en with ‘Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ng.’ 

Altogether showmen can learn 
that the same principle applies to 
theatre operation, as in ordinary 
biz, when considering value~- for 
money received. The customers at 
the old Roxy prove by the consistent 
biz they are getting expected value 
for their money. Beyond that lit- 
tle counts except to maintain that 
same standard of value and prin- 
ciple. 

On the program with Fogarty, 
besides Dave Schooler and his band, 
a permanent and worthy fixture, 
are the Honey Troupe finaling with 
hand-to-hand balancing and floor 
tumbling done against the band 
background, with the girls draping 
the wings. Punch finish under the 
style of presentation which the the- 
atre is using, the Honey Troupe, 
now numbering seven, finish for 
strong reception. 
| Before them are the duo of Dem- 
arest and Sibley. Demarest clowns 
on the piano, with Miss Sibley, a 
statuesque brunet, on the order of 
the late Barbara La Marr. She 
sings and aids in Demarest’s clown- 
ing by first doing a takeoff on an 
opera singer. Later the girl cops 
plenty glory on her own with 


for 





straight vocalizing to Demarest's 
accompaniment. Demarest’s nifty is 
» piano solo played with gloved 
| hands. 

Line girls open the show, as 
usual, coming up on the pit ele- 
vator bunched under life preserver 
rings. Those rings look curiously 
out of place, but not seriously so. 
What the girls lack is precision 
mostly, and the unbalanced use of 
the rings when caught accentuated 
this. 

Dave Schooler does the usual in- 
troing, bringing on Mills and Shea, 
comedy tumbling pair clad in sailor 
outfits, who are familiar but fast 
workers. Hal Menken, novelty tap- 
per, and Dorothy Crooker, control 
dancer, are the other specialties. 
Strictly speaking, the program con- 
tains only six acts. Beth Menken 
and Miss Crooker are worthy spe- 
cialties. Both are essentially pres- 
entation acts, although Menken 
with his dancing on miniature plat- 
form stens is an okay individualist. 

Miss Crooker runs to around four 
minutes on her control stuff, doing 


high kicks and back leg bends 
while dancing on one fot. 
Couple of shorts, newsreel and 


feature round out three-hour bill, 
which is plenty for the price se led. 
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VARIETY 





————— 


Broadway 


Jack Sydney to the Coast. 

Rita Weiman back, all healthy 
again. 

Bill Norton, manager 
Box, off to Havana, 

Martha Morton and Eddie Parks 
reuniting for vaude. 





of Music 


Harold Winston says married life | 


ig all right with him. 

Mrs. John Golden recovering from 
major operation in Doctors’ hospi- 
tal. 

The Lou Angers’ kid, four weeks 
old, is bigger than his old man al- 
ready. 

Ben M. Cohen writes he’s gather- 
ing moss. Been in the same theatre 
three weeks now. 

Tom Walker, electrician with 
‘Strike Me Pink,’ lost mother and 
father within a week. 

Mark Barron and Howard Bene- 
dict feuding with that 10 balls for 
a jit game for a buck a side. 

Ernie McCauley champ squawker 
about under-estimated gross. 
Charlie Hertzman runner-upper. 


Renee Carroll selling quite a few 
of her ‘In Your Hat’ books across 
the cloakroom counter at Sardi’s. 

Hal Horne spent the weekend at 
Shalot, as the guest of the Harry 
Arthurs on the latter’s country 
place. 

Jerry Vogel on the occasion of 
his 25th anni in the music biz feted 
with a special nite Sunday at the 
Paradise. 

Friars presented Ben Bernie with 
colored sketch with cigar in the 
kisser. Drawn by the portraiturist, 
Vic Guinness. 

Peggy Fears moves office where- 
ever show plays. Now quartered at 
44th Street, where ‘Music in the 
Air’ relighted last week. 

Wasn't the fact that the Winchell 
laid an egg at Friars event to 
Bernie, but that it was a dirty egg. 
His alibi also laid an egg. 

Jake Wilk went up to Bennington 
College for girls and delivered the 
first talk on ‘The Motion Picture,’ 
its past, present and future. 

Ruppert’s brewery posted 100 G’s 
with government in lieu of stamps 
and permitted to bottle beer to be 
kept under seal until Friday (7). 

Mallinson’s Silks making a big 
display of the Dubarry Violet, 
named for and by Grace Moore. 
Takes 100-foot show window front- 

Leon & Eddie's ‘declare a 25% 

dividend’—what used to be a buck 
is now 75 cents.’ But there’s a gim- 
mick—slice goes only between 4 and 
10 o'clock. 

Lee Posner wants all and sundry 
to know that he’s not related to 
Murray Posner, who handed wads 


of money ‘so the paper _ say,’ to 
Helen Kane. 

Word from the Coast on decree 
of divorces granted there to Mrs. 


Ted Powell. She's the former Anne 
Stillson. Ted Powell is the guitarist 
with Abe Lyman’s band. 

Si Seadler maneuvering a new 
Chrysler car around that he won in 
a raffle a week ago. Si says it was 
all on the square and that he was 
more surprised than any one, but—. 

Last week’s best columnar crack 
to ‘Mirror’s’ Dan Parker: ‘Is it more 
annoying to have a lot of dogs 
barking at one’s heels or to have a 
lot of heels barking at one’s dogs?’ 

Gypsy Byrnes, principal in Para- 
dise floor show, had appendix 
clipped. Medical Arts _ hospital. 
Ditto for Betty Allen, show girl in 
Take a Chance.’ Michel and Taube, 


the does. 

Al Trahan has a bright, new 
spring coat that’s an eye-blaster. 
When he walked into the Edison 


hotel lobby, a bellhop, without being 
asked, said “Actors’ meeting? Third 
floor, sir,’ 

Jack Levin. director of the Copy- 
right Protection Bureau, put over 
the second edition of the Junior 
League Follies Saturday night (1) 
for the benefit of the Shoe and 
Brace Endowment Fund for the 
Hospital of Joint Diseases. 

Tap beer sales in the speaks at a 
new low; all waiting for the legal 
brew. Paradoxical situation is in 
the class speaks (those getting $1 
per drink, regardless of what it is) 
reporting a spurt in beer sales and 
getting $1 a bottle therefor. 

Midtown tourist agencies stcte 
that early inquiries for spring and 
Summer tourism augurs a bull mar- 
ket for the British and French 
liners and pessimistically predict 
the German de luxe passenger boats 
had better get off the ocean to keep 
losses down. 

Among the telegrams sent out by 
Jack Osterman to ‘Variety,’ protest- 
ing omission of his column last 
week from the paper, were those 
Signed by Hitler, Cohan and others, 
all of whom (by curious coinci- 
dence) opined that their 15c in- 
vestment in ‘Variety’ last week was 
Wasted because Our Jackie's col. 
was lost in the shuffle. 

Johnny Collins, manager of Louis 
Armstrong, came in for a flood of 


London 

Anny Ahlers left around $8,000. 

Karavaieff off to Paris on flying 
trip. 

Harvey Watkins 
golf opponents. 

Sydney Hyman’s flat 
with only gold taken. 

W. McQueen Pope unofficial 
visor to Violet Melnotte. 

Georgie Wood on the water for 
flying visit to New York. 

Naunton Wayne compere-ing in 
Manchester for a whole month. 

Stan Laurel waxing confidential 
in his letters to Mrs. Jack Davies. 

Ciro’s and Cafe de Paris cabarets 
asking for Mariana, the Rumba girl. 

tina Malo introduced to Prince 
George, and as nervous as a debu- 
tante. 

Wardour Films distributing ‘Mor- 
genrot’ (‘Dawn’), a UFA submarine 
story. 

Whimsical Walker, 
clown, recunerating 
operation. 

Report from Paris is only topic is 
imminent war between France and 
Germany. 

Simon Rowson away from office 
for diplomatic reasons; a new kind 
of disease. 

Ann Penn 
necessitated 
from horse. 

Great Rex Newman’s latest stunt 
is supplying toffee-apples to West 
End agents. 

Tommy Cole (Cole Bros.) ha 


here booking 


ransacked, 


ad- 


2-year-old 
from. throat 


undergoing operation 
through: recent fall 


de- 


out of danger. 

Irwin Dash in nursing home fol- 
lowing operation. Nothing to do 
with royalties. 

Joseph Wagstaffe, formerly with 
June Carr act, now working solo at 
Embassy Club. 

Mat. Mckiegue organizing a con- 
cert at the Prince of Wales for a 
Jewish charity. 

Jimmy Nervo (Nervo and Knox) 
yon over $1,600 in day’s racing at 
Sandown Park, 

Harry Hall, general manager of 


in the stomach. 

Everybody asking who is ‘E. S.’ of 
the ‘Daily Express,’ new writer on 
theatrical affairs. 

Mrs. Tudor-Owen and Kate Good- 
son (Swaff’s secretary) dishing at 
the Honey Dew cafe. 

Nina Mae McKinney off the 
Leicester Square theatre bill after 
fainting on the stage. 

Hippodrome packin’ ’em in with 
‘The One Girl,’ now that admission 
prices have been halved. 

Insiders predict Fox’s managerial 
hand in Gaumont-British will soon 
be an accomplished fact. 

Betta Films, Ltd., releasing R. H. 
Naylor’s 12 talkie shorts under title 
‘What the Stars Foretell.’ 

Harry Foster awaiting marriage 
date from his prospective better- 
half, due in three weeks. 

Harry and Joe Buxton, provincial 
cinema owners, just leased Pavilion, 
Liverpool, from the Broadheads. 

Val Parnell making certain for 
himself the “report that Leicester 
Square theatre is doing business. 

Five hundred unemployed British 
Legioners used by Gaumont-British 
for their talker ‘Orders Are Orders.’ 

Guthrie McClintock here to place 


his plays and may arrange for 
Katherine Cornell's West End de- 
but. 


George Black framing roadshow 


for tour, headed by O’Gorman 
brothers and Bower and Ruther- 
ford. 


A special train service being run 
from Berlin to London for the an- 


nual Oxford and Cambridge boat 
race. 
A. W. Baskcomb in state of coma 


following collapse at studio during 
filming of Novello’s ‘I Lived With 
You!’ 

Sir Nigel i° fair desires to be 
called ‘host’ at London Pavilion in- 
stead of usual appellation, ‘com- 
pere.’ 

Edith Evans just back from 
States taking over lead in ‘Once in 
a Lifetime,’ complete with American 
accent. 

London Negro colony offended 
with Stanley Baldwin, former Eng- 
lish Premier, for speaking of them 
as ‘Niggers.’ 

iaumont-British offering Colum- 
bia $350,000 for English release of 
their annual output. Contract sug- 
gested for two years. 

William Gell being told off by 
Gaumont-British executives for 
taking interest in ‘Daily Express’ 
guest film critic stunt. 

Fred Duprez turning down com- 
pere offer for London Pavilion. 
Cannot get together with John 
Southern on 1 1e money. 

Despite rumors to the contrary 
‘The Dubarry’ will continue its run 
at His Majesty’s with Sylvia Well- 
ing in Anny Ahler’s role. 

Gary Cooper asking for $125,000 





jelesrams and long distance calls| to appear in one picture for B.LP., 
op Mapes asking for ee | with B.I.P. seriously thinking of 
li e report that Armstrong had| offering him their studios 

ranted from a dog bite. Rumor, which | George Bostwick, «American mil- 
Slllns states had no foundation in lionaire race horse owner here, rides 
fact, originated through the Harlem ;two winners in gentlemen races in 

krapevine system and was carried! one day at Sandewn Park. 

ina Broadway column. | Cc. J. Donada, picture house 


veloped heart trouble and not yet! 


Blackpool Tower Co., ill with ulcers * 


Associated Theatre 


| ow ner, in which 
have interest, 


Properties directors 


is representing A.T.P. interests in | 
‘Kid From Spain’ pre-release, with | 


managing house. 
Lance Lister says he is shortly 
|; producing ‘straight’ play, which is 
| Sood news for artists who have ap- 
|} peared in his last revue fiasco. 
| Charles Cochran saw ‘Kid From 
| Spain’ twice in one day; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert de Courville (Edith 
| Kelly Gould) twice in three days. 


‘Bunny’ Warren 








Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 


Montmartre biz beginning to pick 
up a little. 

Boris Karloff here for a few days 
| from London is taking in the sights. 





Lucien Boyer is contemplating a 
trip to New York during the sum- 
mer. 


Mary Wigman, back from her 
U. S. tour, to Paris en route for 
Dresden. 


Leo Mantin buying best features 
of the Folies Bergere for the Chi- 
cago Fair. 

E. W. Preston, publisher of Bos- 
ton ‘Herald,’ in town, and going 
later to the Riviera. 

Haleott Glover, playwright, here 
from Boulogne, has sold an opus 
for London production. 

Lil Dagover here from 
showered with bouquets at 
train, from admiring fans. 

Josephine Baker seriously consid- 
ering making a picture with Julien 
Duvivier for Vandal and Delac. 

William Van Hoogstraten seen at 
several concerts giving the French 
orchestra, leaders the once-over. 

Betty Amann, German actress 
who recently played in films in 
Hollywood, is at the Hotel de Paris. 

Ed Perkins off to Berlin to meet 
Jose Mojica and talk over picture 
contract for the Mexican with UFA. 

Three Wiere Brothers, clever 
American fiddlers, getting beaucoup 
private as well as vaudeville en- 
gagements. 

Leona Clarkson Grugan, formerly 
hnksistant of Mme. Teresa Carreno 
in Berlin, has opened her own music 
school here. 

Notwithstanding French title and 
text, ‘Le Troisieme Sex’ at the Salle 
Chopin is the work of an Bng)ish 
writer, Mrs. A. D. George. 

Bert and Maurice Livingstone en- 
tertain the elite of the cinema world 
every Sunday noon for good old 
southern waffle breakfasts. 

Nadine Waters will broadcast 
songs by American composers and 
negro spirituals over the Radio 
Colonial in the near future. 

Winslow Cheney, American con- 
cert organist, who has been tour- 
ing successfully in England, will 
give several recitals in Paris. 

Argentina has arrived in Mar- 
seilles after a tour in North Africa 
and will give several recitals on the 
Riviera before coming to Paris. 

Pierre Fresnay trying out his 
English at the Anglo-American 
Press Association before leaving for 
London to appear in a play there. 

George Gribble, English drama- 
tist, has written a play on up-to- 
date booms and _ collapses, and 
Braconnier-Hennequin 
on the French version. 

Beth Berri gone to London for a 
few weeks; may return to the 
stage there. Mark Hanna, her 
spouse, is flying over for the week- 
end on biz for Doug Fairbanks, 

French Line holding invitation 
motion picture performances with 
films showing celebrities and activi- 
ties on board big French ships. 
Advertising stunt and getting re- 
sults. 

All Paris licerati interested in the 
disputes between Maurice Rostand 
and Maurice Lehmann, who with- 
drew the former’s ‘Napoleon IV’ 
from the boards of Theatre Porte 
Saint-Martin. 


Berlin 
By Heinrich Fraenkel 


Berlin 
the 








Herman Feiner in town. 


Dr. Hans Henckel (Tobis) off to 
Paris. 

Sam Cornfield to Prague and 
Vienna, 


Jeritza due in Bertin for her pic- 
ture debut. 


Phil Kaufman beaming about 
‘Fugitive’s’ success. 
Werner Krauss off to Vienna to 


play in the Burgtheater. 


Werner tichard Heymann and 
Willi Fritsch back from Cairo. 

J. Pollack back in town. Will be 
off again soon for Switzerland. 

Jean Gilbert has finished new 
operetta, called ‘The Woman with 


the Rainbow.’ 

Most of the more 
night clubs dark. 
ising to behave. 

Rudolph Schwartzkopf 
Tobis. Sez he'll join 
ranks. No tie-up set yet. 


naughty Berlin 


quitting 
the indie 





Asta 
see Lau 
producer. 


Lauritzen, noted Danish 
May work together. 


is at work | 


CHATTER 


Hollywood 





Miami 
By Ben Prout 


‘Cavalcade’ runs 27 days at $1 top 
at Mayfair. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ packs 
|} Beach Community, moves into Par- 
amount in town and fills it. 

Sally Rand completes ninth week 


}at Frolics; Etta Reed still on the 
| bill, also Anderson & Allen, tum- 
blers. 


Albert Bouche closes Villa Venice 
night club. Sends his floor show to 
Olympia. Booked for three days, had 
to be held over an extra four. 

It’s rumored Frank Ford was per- 
fectly satisfied with his season with 
the Deauville Yacht club and Em- 
bassy club despite ban on gaming 
at latter place. 

Holy Name society of Coral Ga- 
bles church stages Passion Play in 
3,500-seat jai alai fronton. Asks 
$1.50 and $1 opening day and plays 
to 500 people. Drops to 25-50-75 and 
about gets off the nut. 


Honolulu 


Mabel Thomas 





Irene West gone to Orient to place 
colored floor shows. 

Eddie ‘Imperial’ Mitchell to Kauai 
to organize a ‘Mickey Mouse’ club. 

Rita Bell, singer, arrived from 
Japan, playing a week at the Prin- 
cess theatre. 

Harry Carr, Los Angeles ‘Times’ 
correspondent, visitor for a day, en- 
route to China war zone. 

Honolulu Symphony season suc- 
cessful. Fritz Hart, Australian, 
conductor, for second time. 

Don George, organist at Princess, 
celebrated his birthday last week 
with a party at the Royal Hawalian. 

Christopher Morley completed 
lectures here and being extensively 
entertained. Gone to Maui for a 
short tour. 

Johnnie Nobel, Hawaiian Victor 
artist, made musical director and 
given full charge of all entertain- 
ments to be held at the Royal Ha- 
waiian Hotels, Ltd. 


Bermuda 





Dick Sanger going to Russia soon 
with his wife. 

Mrs. Lowell Thomas and junior 
Castle Harbouring since arrival 
Thursday (30). 

Frank Smith of Philly ‘Eve. 
Bulletin’ on his third holiday here 
since last summer, 

Gertrude (‘Three Cornered Moon’) 
Tonkonogy enjoying the honeymoon 
with Dr. Chas. K. Friedburg. 

Norman Bel Geddes booing lustily 
at boxing-wrestling bouts (24) eve 
before sailing with society bride, 

Turkish champ and Swedish 
champ ‘rasslers’ in phoney exhibi- 
tion make the Arena seem like the 
Garden these nights. 

Old man 3eresford will start 
shooting a picture in the next two 
weeks, but plans very secretive in 
present stage. Bill Halloran with 
him, and Monday (27) a flock of the 
cast arrived on the ‘Monarch.’ 





Al Boasberg back in town 
Naylor Rogers taking it easy in 
| San Francisco. 
| : 
Harry Joe Brown, cutside of be- 
hice a producer, is Lew Cody's life- 
|} time manager. 
There's a hotel and drug store in 
Charleston, S. C. named after 


Frances Marion. 

Dick Pritchard, F-WC 
last at Redlands, is joining the 
lumbia publicity staff. 

Mae West’s monxey, ‘Boogey,’ 
threw a fit when she returned after 
her six weeks in the east. 

Jim Timony has taken up his 
stand in front of Par’s administra- 
tion bldg. That's the office. 

Bert Nelson, monologist, who did 
some shorts for Metro, retained for 
three months under an option. 

Harold Roy driving to New York, 
leaving this week with Dave Gar- 
ber, Charles R. Rogers’ art director, 

After seven years with B.B.B. at 
his Hollywood cellar, Leonard Ste- 
vens is playing piano at the Cotton 
club. 

Grantland Rice is making his 
yearly trip up and down the coast 
and visiting the studios. He won't 
act this year. 

Boris Petroff, cane and all, spend- 
ing his time on working sets at 
Paramount, getting wised up to the 
picture business. 

Bebe Daniels will sing two songs 
in Columbia's ‘Cocktail Hour.’ 
Tunes written by Victor Schertz- 
inger, who is directing. 

Phyllis Barry will play one of the 
femme leads in the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse’s production of 
‘The Crime at Blossoms.’ 

Sam K. Wineland has joined the 
Abe Meyer synchronizing service to 
assist in scoring and recording mu- 
sical accompaniment to pictures. 

George Burns is putting in 18 
hours daily acting in ‘College 
Humor,’ writing his own part, and 
writing the Burns and Allen radio 
material. 

Eddie Kaw and Frank M. Black- 
well, Pathe newsreel men, are at 
Radio giving technical advice to 
Otto Brower, who will direct the 
studio’s film, ‘News Reel.’ 


manager, 
Co- 





Coney Island 


Brighton theatre dark; no new 


policy set as yet. 

Al Smith down Sunday, one of his 
infrequent visits. 

Coney Island Stadium may have 
Humbert Fugazy as matchmaker. 

Steeplechase Park will open Sun- 
day (9), a week ahead of usual date. 

Old Bowery getting dolled up with 
new stands, concessions and side- 
shows. 

Mayfair, Century circuit, bills its 
double features as ‘associnte fea- 
tures.’ 

Steve Loewer, WB home office 
pub. dept., doesn’t mind the trip 
from Sea Gate. 

Joe Mack, stage manager RKO 
Plaza, Schenectady, unexpected 
visitor at Tilyou. 

Mardi Gras, grind picture house, 
offers two features, shorts and re- 
freshments for a dime. 

Tilyou’s neat front on Mae West's 
‘Done Wrong’ billed it as the ‘hot- 
test thing since the Coney fire.’ 

Chick Fewster, ex-Dodgers and 
Yankees ball player, booking lead- 
ing semi-pro ball teams at Fewster 
Field. 

Mer. William Woolfolk of Loew’s 








‘Loop 


Francis X. 
job at WGN. 

Lou Greenspan returned to Hol- 
lywood Monday. 

Dave Balaban in agony with a 
mouthful of bad teeth. 

Ike Rose, foster father of mid- 
zets, rolled into town in his special 
bus. 

First beer sign on Randolph street 
tacked up for Pabst at the Cafe de 
Alex. 

Artie Collins replaces Dell Coon 
at the LaSalle hotel and goes over 
WBBM. 

Tommy Sacco back from Arabian 
Grill, Columbus, Ohio, which he is 
booking. 

Pen and Pencil club plots a beg- 
gars’ ball for April 30 to bury Old 
Man Depression. 

Fritz Blocki’s daughter, aged six, 
pronounced his radio program ‘a 
nise kissy show.’ 

Mrs. Billy Earl as a girl in Ger- 
many posed for an oil painting that 
now hangs in Henrici’s. 

International House at University 
of Chicago will present ‘Emperor 
Jones’ with a Negro cast. 

Al Quodbach’s Granada cafe has 
a fashion show, with University of 
Chicago co-eds as models. 

An electric sign six feet high, big 
enough to satisfy any actor, will 


Bushman may get a 





The others prom- | 
| Y.M.C.A 


| about Leon 


Nielsen off to Copenhagen to! 


| Coney 





spread the name of Paul Muni over | 
the Apollo. | 
Without assuming a disguise} 
Anne Jesselson is press agent at 
one and the same for the loca] | 
and s¢ nite clubs. 
Cocroft's ‘Midwest Review 
ture’ is sponsoring a play 
irdo da Vinet written by | 
Maurice (ne ? It will }t t 


veral 
Thoda 


of Liter: 


directed at the Goodman 
22 presentation hy David 


for 


Itkin 


April 


Island, and Sam _ Kaplan, 
asst., kept busy with 10c early-bird 
matinees, 

Loew’s Coney Island playing ‘Kid 
from Spain’ used a prop bull and 
matador in fighting regalia as street 
bally for three days. 

Coney is counting on beer gardens 
paying off fire losses of past year. 
The Island looks to suds as induce- 
ment to buy more dogs. 

Board of Estimate will announce 
next week company awarded the 
contract for Steeplechase Pier. Cou- 
ple of companies were bidding. 

Charles L. Alfred and Charles A. 
Feltman’s ready to reopen their re- 
sort. Depending on biz, new band 
and floor show may open Decoration 
Day. 

Herman Wacke, 74, pioneer Coney 
showman, died -t home, first C. I 
motion picture exhibitor and Pres- 
ident Coney Island Hebrew Asso- 
ciation. 

Half Moon hotel, near Sea Gate, 
Sunday nite dancing in grand ball- 
room. Managing director, Dave J. 
Martin; assistants, Schlemmer and 
Fulton, 

Daddy Prowning still gets around 
to present loving cups to beauty 
and popularity prize winners. On 
program to appear at Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary of Jewish Center. 

Yiddish playhouse near Sea Gate 
features Anna Dubrovinsky, Isadore 
Lillian, Witty Dubrow Edward 
Pashai, Motele Brandt, Minnie Hy- 


man, Esther Dubrow, Max Mendel- 
sohn and Henry Blum. 

sob Underfeld, new manager of 
RKO Tilyou, managed Plaza and 
| Strand, RKO houses in Schenectady. 
He and As tant Manager Hen- 
nessy have a tough time with the 
boys up in the balcony at Friday 
amateur nites,’ Iiarry Lee m.c.’g§ 
ithe weekly ‘amateur nite.’ 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES: 
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(Continicd from page 


Foreign Language Films 


| Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl 





a Patrol (IRuss.) (Amkino). Dir. Protozanov. 50 mins. Rel. May 13. 

Rev. May 31. 

wpe ag (Amkino). The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel. 

25. Rev. Aug. 30. 

= ie g~und (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Reisman. 53 mins, Rel. May 5. Rev. 
May 10. 

Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Tobis). Art and photography pre- 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel. April 1. 

| Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus- 


55 mins. Re! ° Feb. &# 
| Storm Over Zakopane, The. 
the mountains. Time, 


| Tingle Tangie. (New Era) (Ger). 
| 
| 


Sia. 


89 mins. 


Elizabeth Pinajeff. Dir. Japp Sp 
Trapeze (German) tProtex). Circus d 
80 mins. Rel. May 1. tev. 
Trenck (Kinematrade) (Ger). 
Rel. April 15. 
Ulani, Chlopcy 
Rel. Jan. 1 
Ulica 4c apital) (Polish). 
73 mins. Rel. 
Unknown Heroes. 
Adam brodzicz. 


| Ulani, Malowani 


H mins, 
Life 
Aug. 25. 
(Capital) 
‘lime, 


Rev. 
(Polish). 
89 mins. 


Rel. April 15. 
Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) 
locales. Adam Brodzicz, Mary 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. Mareh 1. 
Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) 
Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. 
Ist (Ger.) (¢ 
Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). 
Hleidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir. J. 











(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 1 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 
A Nous fa Liberte (Auten) (French). Comedy drama Henri Marchand, 
taymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May 
Alone (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Trauborg. 68 mins. Rel. May 24. 
Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr, Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel, Nov. 20. 
Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German) Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 
Dir. Car! Froelich. Rel. July 19. 
Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. tev. Jan, 24. 
Clown George (Rtuss.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. Dir. Soloviev. 
58 mins Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Coiffeur Pour Sees (Paramount) (French). Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8 
Das Nachtigsll Madel (Capital) (Ger) Love in Hawaii Dir. Leo Lasky. 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. $1. 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Trotex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe ; 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13. 
David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev Oct. 26 
Jer Bali (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Do!ly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Kel. Oct. 9%. 
Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel. Oct 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 
Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) «German). Military musical. Vlasta 
Burian. Dir. Car) Lamac. Time, $1 mins. Rel. July 12 
Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. L[tel. Jan. 15, Rev. Jan, 24. 
Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart. Herman Thimig 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 
Der Schwartze Wussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dee. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Diary of a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Urinov. 80 mins. Rel. June 
Rev. June 14. 
Die Biumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 
ler. Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 
Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. “apitai) (ge). Willy Forst, lrene Elsinger 
Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘us. Rei. July 1. 
Dienst is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts. Lucie Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June | 
Donna d’'Una Notte (Portale) (It). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini, | 
Ruggero Ruggarri. Dir. Marcel L’'Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1. 
Rev. March 14. 
Drunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu- 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Dec. 20. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinemstrede) (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra. 


90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. eb. 28. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
68 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Ein Prinz Verliebt Sich. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Lien Deyers. Dir. 
Conrad Wiene. 75 mins. Rel. May. 

Faise Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 


18. Rev. Nov. 29 


Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life. 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. Gitta Alpar, 


Oct. 4 
Gustav Froeh- 


Gustav Froelich. Dir. Cart Froelich. 90 mins. tel, 
Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama, 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1 
Golden Mountain (Russian) (Amkino). Dir. Yutkevitch. 80 mins. 
9. Rev. April 19. 
Hertha’s Erwachen (F'rotex) 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. tel. Match 10. Rev. March 14. 


Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Rel. April 


(Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. Gerhard 


Dir 


Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical d 

Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 
Zapfenstreich Am Rhein. 

Siegfried Arno. 
Zirkus Leben. (German) 
Paul 70 mins. Rel, 
Herzen und Ein Schiag 
Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. 


(Whitney) ( 


( FA IF). 
Dec. 15. 
Zwei 


Key to address--Amkino, 723 Seven 


Foreign American 
Garrison Films, 
George Schneider, 
Harold Auten, 
International Cine 
Interworld Films, 
J. H. Whitney 
Kinematrade, 


799 
icv 


Portale Films, 630 


Symon Gould, 251 
Tobis Forenfilms, 


Rev. 
(Capital) 


Comedy. 
May 
tomantic drama. 
(Polish) 
of the newsboys. 


Jan. 31. 


Victoria und thr Hussar (Kinematrade) 


Bogda, 
Musical 


(Ger), 
Land. 


90 mins. Re 


Dir. Jaap Speyer. 
Circus 
Rev. Jan. 3. 
(German) 
Rel. 


Associated Cinema, 154 W. 
Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Fi mchoice, 33 West 42d St. 


New Era, 630 Ninth 


Protex Trading, 42 E, 


Zbyszko Film Corp., 


March 7. 
(Polish). 
Rel. Aug. 25. 
Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 
Time, 93 mins. Rel. May 15. 
Anna Sten. Dir. A. E. Dupont. 


(Synchronized.) Danger in 


eyer 
rama, 
10. 
Dorothea Wiecke. 90 mins. 


(Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 


Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 


Polish police activity. Mary Bogda. 
Rel, Aug. 25. 
(Ger). Viennese operetta. 90 mins. 
(Polish). 
Time, 
comedy. 
March 7. 
Otto Wallburg, 
Rel. Nov. 1. 
Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 


Algerian story in authentic 
89 mins. Rel, Aug. 25. 

Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Rev. 
Farce. 

81 mins. 
rermania). 


Elsie Elster, 


April 15. 


Military musical. Otto Wallburg, Paul 
Fleck. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. 

rama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
| Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 

Ger.). Musical farce. Charlotte Susa. 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
drama, Liane Haid. Dir. Heinz 
Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 

Rev. Sept. 13. 


(Protex). 
Sept 1. 


th Ave. 
both St. 


rilms, 111 W. 57th St. 


729 Seventh Ave. 
Germania Films, 22-33 19th St., 


Astoria. 
575 Riverside Dr, 


1560 Broadway. 


ma, 1499 First Ave 
1540 Broadway. 


y, 350 East 72d St. 


Seventh Ave. 

Ave. 

Ninth Ave. 

58th St. 

W. 88th St. 

729 Seventh Ave. 
274 Madison Ave. 





MET, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 34) 


lamentable story to tell about an- 
other current air fave, Ed Wynn. 
But regardless of the tale at the 
box office, the gathering on hand 
for the second Saturday mat showed 
by their testimony during the Pearl 
laect what brought a large number of 
them in. It was a solid reception 
they handed Pearl and his partner, 
Cliff Hall. The exchange had them 
roaring even before the gag lines 
were reached, and the sendoff out- 





House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostoievsky’'s life. Dir. Fed- 
erov. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Murrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucte 
English. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. 91 mins. Rel. June 24, 

Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interwor!d) 

von Bolvary. Haid, Froehtich. 70 mins. Rel. 

(Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 

Kamaradschaft. ‘Asso. Cinema) (Ger). 
Ernst Lusch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. 

Keine Feier Ghne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). 
Dir. Cari Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. 

Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (World Trade). 
April 1. 

La Couturiere de Luneville (Par) 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 

Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy. 
Rel. Oct 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Le Roi Des Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Rei. June 1. 

Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musicai comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, Hans 

Ibers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 7. 

Ljubav | Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of Jife among N. Y. imigrants. 
Rakel Davidovie. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. 
Porten. Dir. Carl Froelich. Time 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama. 
Wiecke, Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel, Jan. 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musica! farce. Dir. Karl Boese. 
Rel. Nov. 10. 

Men and Jobs (Russian) 


Dir. Szekely Ist- 


(Ger). Musical. Dir. Geza 
Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Ivan. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 


Sensational drama. Alex 3ranach, 

Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8 

Musical farce. Siegfried Arno. 
tev. Nov. 3. 

Military farce. 


75 mins. Rel. 
(French). Musical of woman's love. 
90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct. 22. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Dir. 


Comedy with music. Milton. 


Rev. June 14. 


Henry 
Thiele, 


(Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. 


Nov. 15 
Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 
Dranem. ‘S80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6 
Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing 


,entlemen Maudit. 


Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno, 85 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

1914. (Capital) «Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 

Oberst Redil. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Kar! Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 

Paris-Beguin (lProtex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). Comedy with music. Berliner, Tiedtke, 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. tev. Jan. 31. 

Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Ntese, 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. 

Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish) Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger). (Synchronized.) Self ex- 
planatory. Dir. Robt. Slezich. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas, 80 mins. 
Rel. April 15. 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musica! of Schubert's life. 
Carl Joeken. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 28. 

Schutzenkoenig’ (Ger.) (Germania). Max Adalbert, Greti Theimer., Dir, Franz 
Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Viadimir Gardin. Dir. 


Rel. March 1 tev. March 14. 


burst sufficed to force the duo back 
for an encore. 

Bill booked in with Pearl is not 
overheavy in sock entertainment, but 
each of the acts, with the excep- 
tion of Russ Brown in the deuce 
slot, registered nicely with this mob. 
For major screen attention this 
week there’s Jolson’s ‘Hallelujah, 
I'm a Bum’ (UA). 

Following a fairly exciting exhibit 
of hand-and-head balancing by the 
2ubio Sisters to neat patters of ap- 
proval, Russ Brown and his good- 
looker stooge tries to prove, but 
fruitlessly, that the old ones still 
hold good. The Brown rigamarole 
ran long and dreary, with rarely an 
encouraging kickback. Act made 
some redemption for the prolonged 
aridity when the girl uncovered an 
eye-soothing pair of underpinnings 
and went into her tap. 

With Ross Wyse, Jr., the next 
item, the occasion started to take 
on life. The boy’s cross-fire and 
clowning with his father drew the 
laughs in steady array, while his 
whirlwind style of buck-and-wing- 
ing gave them something to really 
applaud. Keen sense of rhythm in 
those hoofs, and with it the young- 
ster packs a crack flair for comedy. 

To bring the stage parade to a 
noisy faretheewell, the closing niche 


unloosened the Norman Thomas 
Quintet, and this troupe had little 
difficulty in creating the required 
impression. As usual everything 


about the act had that typical Nor- 
man smartness and balance of click 
entertainment. The half-pint drum- 
mer kept the laughs popping with 
his shennanigans, the tenor hit 
them hard with his interpretation 
of ‘That's Why Darkies Are Born,’ 
the loose-legged terpsy duo at each 
apperance worked up a hefty back- 
fire, and Thomas’ skillful key ma- 
nipulations took its own reward. 
Odec. 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 1. 

Belle Baker, four years by the 
clock absent from the loop, came 
back Friday and aroused sentiments 
of cordiality strong enough to sup- 
port several encores. There was 
after that ‘Atlas Is Itless’ number 
no doubt whatever. All the bells 
were ringing and the Baker initials 
were perforated neatly into the tar- 
get center. It was as solid and as 
warm-hearted a demonstration as 
the Palace has vouchsafed a weep- 





Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. 


weeks ago the Met had a still more ; 


ing single since 'way before receiv- 
erships. 

And there was Bill Robinson, no 
‘stranger to the sweets of popularity. 
He closed the show to the freely- 
given acclaim of the same not-very- 
multitudinous throng. Sandwiched 
between Baker and Robinson was 
Sammy Krevoff’s dance turn, and 
the forepart of the bill was Sidney 
Page and The DeCardos. As an en- 
semble the totality wasn’t rampant 
with distinction. 

Perhaps in the conventional open- 
ing spot Krevoff’s turn would have 
slipped through okay. Probably for 
the average vaude bill today it’s 
passable. But next-to-closing proved 
a bright glare to reveal its weak- 
nesses and make it seem below Pal- 
ace standards. A dancing revue of 
little light and shade, it looked 
poorly costumed and otherwise lack- 
ing in glitter. 

Katherine Hepburn is the screen 
luminary in ‘Christopher Strong’ 
(Radio). One picture does not pre- 
cisely guarantee a future following, 
and the Palace looked Friday as if 
it might be paying a_penalty this 
week for the possible privilege, if 
such it proves to be, of playing fu- 
ture Hepburn products. Meanwhile 
the public isn’t breaking down any 
doors, although business picked up 
later in the day. Land. 





‘Trumpet’ Doesn’t Blow 
Again; Mex. Opposish 


Hollywood, April 3. 


Mexican government objecting 
again, Paramount called off all 
preparation on ‘Trumpet Blows,’ 


story concerning Mexican bullfight- 
ing, written by Porter Emerson 
Browne some time ago. 


Milton H. Gropper had worked on 
screen play and was called off, due 
to Mexican objections. Bradley 
King then started on the script, with 
Mexican authorities again squawk- 
ing. 
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Par’s Trustees 


(Continued from page 5) 
tinue the equity receivership which 
has been in force since Jan. 26. 

In arguments before the Circult 


Court, attorneys for bondholders, 
notably Victor House, who led the 
fight, insisted that Paramount 


Publix had illegally transferred as- 


sets by setting up subsidiary cor- 
porations. He named five come. 
panies, including Film Productions, 


[Inc., through which Par floated the 
loan of over $13,000,000, with a 
group of 12 banks, maintaining that 
this constituted a preference among 
liabilities. 

Others included the _ separate 
subsidiaries which were set up in 
November, 1932, to cover distribu- 


tion, foreign department, studios 
and production, and real estate. 
This, it was charged by House, re- 


duced Paramount Publix, the hold- 
ing company, to nothing more than 
a shell, with each of the subsids 
controlling valuable assets. Men- 
tioned were real estate, patents, li- 
censes, distribution rights, con- 
tracts, equipment, literary rights, 
distribution franchises, film receiv- 
ables, stock of subsidiary distribu- 
tioa assets, etc. 

These assets, it was charged, 
were transferred under an agree- 
ment Nov. 17, while the film nega- 
tive assets set up in Film Produc- 
tions, Inec., a deal over which nu- 
merous bondholders have sought to 
show violation of indenture, was 
engineered in March, 1932. 


Question of Priority 


Leading the bondholder forces on 
argument, House sought to show 
that the involuntary petition in 
bankruptcy was filed at noon on 
Jan. 26, while the petition in equity 
was filed later, at 5 o’clock. It was 
acted on by Judge Bondy, with 
Adolph Zukor and Charles D. Hilles 
appointed temporary receivers that 
night. Bondholder lawyers main- 
tain that the involuntary petition 
had precedence. 

Aside from whether the creditors 
of PP will be best served by a vol- 
untary or involuntary adjudication, 
the Circuit court decision is ex- 
pected to settle the question of pri- 
ority once and for all. Comment of 
the Circuit court yesterday (Mon- 


day) was that in either event a 
trustee would be elected by the 
creditors. 


Charles D. Hilles, on Adolph Zu- 
kor’s withdrawal as a candidate, is 
seen as the P-P trustee, although 
under adjudication of the involun- 
tary petition it may be that the 
election will swing in another direc- 
tion. 


In addition to House, attorneys 
representing bondholders on a plea 
for dismissal of the voluntary pro- 
ceedings, include Samuel Zirn and 
Saul Rogers. 

Rogers is entering an appeal from 
a decision of Judge Patterson in 
the U. S. District court holding that 
Judge Bondy had jurisdiction in 
continuing Zukor and Hilles as co- 
receivers after petition in volun- 
try bankruptcy had been granted, 
A motion presented by Zirn before 
Judge Patterson, asking for annul- 
ment of the voluntary petition, has 
not yet been decided due to illlness 
of Judge Patterson. 

Yesterday afternoon (Monday) 
after the Circuit court hearing, 
House stated he would file an ap- 
peal from Judge Patterson's deci- 
sion concerning Judge Bondy’s jure 








isdiction. Circuit court gave law- 
yers for both sides until today 
(Tuesday) to file affidavits and 
briefs. 
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DOROTHEA AN TEL 


226 W. 2d St., New York City 


My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautifal 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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PATRICK KEARNY 

Patrick Kearny, playwright, died 
of gas poisoning in his apartment 
in New York March 28. Despond- 
ency was believed to have been the 
cause, the recent bank holiday hay- 
ing prevented the production of his 
most recent play, ‘Veiled Eyes.’ 

‘Veiled Eyes’ went through a 
series of mishaps. It was written 
several years ago and accepted by 
the late David Belasco, who was on 
the point of producing it when death 
came. Several managers since then 
bought it and couldn’t go through 
with it, the latest production being 
practically cast when the bank thing 
broke. With the money that he last 
gct for an option on ‘Eyes,’ Kearney 
produced his own dramatization of 
‘Sickness of Youth,’ a psychological 
study by Professor Sigmund Freud. 
It was put on with a short bankroll 
at the Cherry Lane Playhouse in 
Greenwicl Village and _ couldn't 
make the jump uptown. 

Kearney first came to prominence 
with an original play, ‘A Man's Man,’ 


William 





known as the manager of ‘A Bunch | 
of Keys,’ the first and one of the 
most profitable of the Hoyt farces. 
He toured the country with it for 
years. 

Survived by a daughter, who is 
resident in Hollywood. 





FERDINAND VON ALTEN 

Touring with the Curt Goetz play, 
‘Dr. Praetorius,’ Ferdinand V. Alten, 
with a heavy attack of flu, had to be 
left behind in Dessau (town in mid- 
Germany). He died a few days later 
(March 17). Alten’s real name was 
Baron von Lamezan auf Altenhofen. 
He was an army officer, and, very 
much against his family’s wishes, 
he went to the stage 20 years ago. 
He was 48 when he died, and he 
leaves a wife and two children. 
Alten was a very popular actor in 
legit and pix. He played Colonel 
Pickering in ‘Pygmalion,’ the Count 
in ‘Cyrano,’ and he was featured 
with Elisabeth Bergner in Maughan’s 
‘Circle. In pictures he was very 
much in demand, and for a certain 





which had a nice run and was also 
taken for pictures, William Haines 
playing the lead. Then he adapted 
Dreiser’s ‘American Tragedy,’ which 
likewise was a hit. His dramatiza- 
tion of ‘Elmer Gantry’ didn’t do so 
well, and from that time on he 
came into a series of mishaps. 
Survived by his widow, 
whom he was separated. 


from 





E. TEMPLE THURSTON 
E. Temple Thurston, novelist and 
dramatist, died in London March 
19, aged 53. He succumbed to in- 


,fluenza and pneumonia following a 


game of golf three weeks ago. 
Commencing his writing career 
with two books of poems at the age 
of 16, he soon turned his attention 
to more serious work, and bocks 
and plays quickly followed. His 
best known novels are ‘Sally 
‘Bishop’ (which has been filmed), 


“*The City of Beautiful Nonsense,’ 


*Traffic,’ ‘The Greatest Wish in the 
World,’ ‘The Garden of Resurrec- 
tion. His most famous play was 
‘The Wandering Jew,’ others being 
‘Driven,’ ‘The Blue Peter,’ ‘A Roof 
and Four Walls,’ ‘Charmeuse,’ “The 
Cost.’ He was also a skilled water- 
eolor artist. His last book was ‘A 
Hank of Hair,’ published in 1932. 





GEORGE A. FRIEDMAN 

George A. Friedman, 58, gen. mgr. 
for Mills Music, died of heart 
disease at his home in Brooklyn 
last Monday (26). Connected with 
the music publishing business for 
over 30 years, Friedman in turn 
Was manager for Harry Von Tilzer, 
the Broadway Music Co, and Fred 
Fischer before joining the Mills 
firm. 

For the past year or so Friedman 
had been in poor health, but never- 
theless kept in close contact with 
the job. It was Friedman who ob- 
tained for Jack Mills, his last em- 
ployer, the latter’s first executive 
assignment in the music business, 
as professional manager for the 
Harry Von Tilzer Philly branch 
about 20 years ago. 

Friedman is survived by his wife, 
two daughters and a son, Burial 
Was in Mt. Judea cemetery, Brook- 
lyn. 





HENRY B. HERTS 

Henry B. Herts, 62, died in his 
New York home March 27 after a 
five year illness, He was the de- 
signer of the cantilever theatre bal- 
cony, which dispensed with sup- 
porting posts in the auditorium, 
and had designed a number of the- 
atres including the Lyceum, Liberty, 
Gaiety, Shubert, Booth, Fulton and 
Longacre theatres in New York. 

Survived by his widow and two 
sons, 





GUSTAVE O. BOTHNER 

Gustave O. Bothner, 76, old-time 
theatrical man, died March 26 in 
Lenox hospital, New York, of a 
complication of diseases. 

He was for 10 years booking agent 
for Charles Frohman, with whom 
he had sold opera librettos in his 
youth. He was advance man for the 
Hess Opera Co., George S. Knight, 
the comedian, and manager for Lil- 
lian Russell in her first starring 
venture, but he is perhaps best 


time he had almost monopolized all 
the good second leads of the well- 
dressed and monocled gentleman 
crook type. 





ALBERT PAULIG 

After Ahlers and F. v. Alten, a 
third prominent German actor to 
die within one week, Albert Paulig. 
He was in his early 60's, although 
he looked much younger. Only his 
intimate friends knew that, for 
many years, he had been suffering 
from heart trouble which has now 
ended a life full of brilliant work 
for stage and screen. 

Paulig was one of the best Ger- 
man ‘pere noble’ players and a spe- 
cialist for the type of old bachelor 
which, indeed, he was in his pri- 
vate life, too. 

Apart from his regular stage 
work, Paulig has been featured in 
hundreds of pictures, since the 
early days of the German film in- 
dustry. 





JOHN IMMERMAN 

John Fred Immerman, 66, con- 
nected with Balaban & Katz in 
various capacities almost from the 
very start of the firm, died March 
27 in Chicago. He was the father 
of Walter Immerman, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of Bala- 
ban & Katz. Another son, Elmer 
Immerman, is the manager of the 
Crawford theatre, Chicago. 

Elder Immerman was in good 
health until a few days before his 
death. He had been attached to 
the Roosevelt theatre for some 
time. Burial in Chicago. 

IDA SIMMONS 

Ida Simmons, 76, prominent in 
burlesque in the last two decades 
of the last century, died in the 
Home for Incurables, New York, 
March 27. 

With her father, ‘Pop’ Simmons, 
she formed one of the first burlesque 
troupes in 1883 and for years was 
a star. Best known for her skipping 
rope dance and for her shapeliness. 


WILLIAM J. SMITH 

William J. Smith, 65, who in his 
younger days played in the support 
of the elder Fairbanks, Maude 
Fealey and others, died in Wilkes- 
Barre April 1. He has been a 
rancher and teacher since leaving 
the stage. 

Survived by his widow, a son and 
a brother and sister. 








HERMAN WACKE 

Herman Wacke, 74, pioneer 
Coney Island showman, died at his 
home in Sheepshead Bay, March 29, 
after a lingering illness. 

He was prominent in island af- 
fairs for 49 years, retiring about 
10 years ago on account of his age. 





ADELE WATSON 
Adele Watson, 43, character ac- 
tress, died March 27 in the Queen 
of Angels hospital, Los Angeles, 
from double pneumonia. Deceased 
is survived by her mother, three 
sisters and a brother. 





WILLIAM H. TOWNSEND 
Wiliam H. Townsend, 60, former 
actor and radio entertainer, killed 





himself by gas poisoning in his 


home in New York March 28. He 
had recently appeared in the Show- 
boat broadcasts. 





MRS, JOHN H. R. ARMS 

Mrs. John H. R. Arms, 23, of 
Maplewood, N. J., died in a New- 
ark hospital April 1, following an 
operation for mastoiditis. She was 
frequently heard over WOR and 
WCAP. 

Survived by her husband, a son 
born only a few days ago, a step- 
son and her parents. 





OLGA HYDE ZEITLIN 

Mrs. Olga Hyde Zeitlin, 36, sister 
of the Hyde boys of vaudeville, died 
March 31 in New York. She was 
secretary to her brother, Johnny 
Hyde of the William Morris office. 

Alex and Victor Hyde are other 
brothers. Husband was Max Zeit- 
lin, non-pro. 





STUART GIBSON 

Stuart Gibson, newspaperman and 
playwright, died in Baltimore March 
29 of pneumonia. He was em- 
ployed on the Baltimore ‘Sun.’ He 
was the author of several] plays and 
one musical comedy and of recent 
years had done many radio sketches 

Survived by his mother, his widow 
and three children. 





YUK MONG 
Yuk Mong, 25, known on the 
screen as Monte Fook, died from 
gunshot wounds in Los Angeles, 
March 27. Police were of the opin- 
ion that it was an Oriental love 
killing. 





OSKAR HUETTL 
Oskar Huettl, 62, died at his 
home in Los Angeles, March 3. He 
was a cello and saxophone player, 
and a member of L. A. Musicians’ 
local No. 47. 





CLARENCE G. MANLEY 
Clarence G. Manley, 24, died at 
Inglewood, Calif., March 3. De- 
ceased was a member of Musicians’ 
local, No. 47, Los Angeles. 





P. COLBY SHAW 
P, Colby Shaw, violinist, 52, died 
at his home in Pacific Palisades, 
Calif., March 7. Funeral services 
were held at Woodlawn cemetery, 
Los Angeles. 





JOSEPH TIMMONS 
Joseph Timmons, 36, film sunt 
man, died March 29, in the Los An- 
geles General hospital from injuries 
received in an auto accident. No 
known survivors. 





PAUL CASE 
Paul Case, 38, actor, died March 
29 at the General hospital in Los 
Angeles from injuries received 
when he was thrown from a horse. 
Deceased is survived by his mother. 





Mother, 73, of the Cherniavsky 
trio, concert musicians, died at her 
home in Los Angeles, March 26. 
Survived by her husband, Abraham 
Cherniavsky, former violinist, and 
children. 





Father of Russell Holman, of the 
Paramount production staff, died in 
Newark Wednesday (29). Funeral 
on Friday was attended by principal 
Paramount production execs. 





Mother, 81, of Don Carrothers, 
Southern California indie exhib, 
died March 28 at Hermosa Beach, 
Cal. Burial took place in Denver, 
Colo. 





Mrs. Bernice Boardman Nebee, 
sister of Eleanor Boardman, died in 
Woodbury, N. J., March 27. 





Bankrupt Realty Firm 
Given $11,550 Judgment 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Trustee for the bankrupt Ocean 
Park Realty Corp. was awarded a 
judgment for $11,550 against the 
Pier Amusement Co. Amount was 
for rental on two booths, and a per- 
centage agreement on rental of 
Toonerville Town, concession on the 
Ocean Park pier. 

Agreement on the concession was 
that the Pier Amusement Co. was 
to pay 20% of all receipts the first 
two years, and 25% for the last three 





| last year. 


years of the lease, with a guarantee 
of $3,000 a year. 





Cheyenne Budget Halved 
Cheyenne, Wyo., April 3. 
The budget for Frontier Days will 
be cut from the $40,000 of last year 
to $18,500 this year. 
Made necessary by loss of $7,000 
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Wallace Loop Parade 


Chicago, April 3. 

Hagenbeck - Wallace’ circus 
opens April 15 at the Coliseum 
for 16 days. Will parade in the 
Loop Friday night preceding 
the Saturday matinee opening. 

This will be the first night 
parade of a circus in 35 years 
and first time for Hagenbeck 
in Chicago since 1915. 


HOLD IRV. SELIG FOR 
LABOR LAW VIOLATION 


Springfield, Mass., April 3. 

Irving Selig, former manager of 
the State, burlesque stock, pleaded 
not guilty in- District Court to a 
charge of violating the labor laws. 
He was released to await trial April 
24, 

Musicians and stagehands of the 

State accused Selig of failing to pay 
wages, but the formal complaint 
was made by a state labor inspec- 
tor. Police said that when Selig 
gave up the burley venture he turn- 
ed over $150 to meet salaries due 
performers. 
After Selig stepped out, the stage- 
hands and musicians continued on 
a co-operative basis. It now is the 
only stage show in the city, follow- 
ing recent closing of Fanchon & 
Marco shows at the Palace. Bert 
Green, who for years was orchestra 
director of the Palace, has gone 
over to the State. 


Vaude-Minded 


(Continued from page 32) 


immediately assured, say independ- 
ent managers who remain vaude- 
minded. But addition of vaude to 
their shows would tack on so much 
subsequent overhead, the experi- 
ment wouldn’t be worth the risk. 
They’ve cut vaude actors’ salaries 
to the bone long ago, the indie 
managers declare, which is evidence 
enough that that isn’t sufficient to 
bring vaude back. 


























That the circuits are campaign- 
ing for a reduction in union labor 
costs is encouraging and a sign 
that the chains are working in 
the right direction. A cut in this 
end is as necessary as in the talent 
department. 

The rents must come down, also, 
and so must picture costs. The 
film item bears considerable impor- 
tance in the vaude comeback 
dream. It is held that the picture 
companies’ end of the grosses 
through percentage playing has 
been a big handicap for the vaude 
policy. An example is the former 
vaudfilmer in New York, now in 
straight pictures, that grossed $:2,- 
000 a week with the combination 
shows. Picture’s share ran to as 
high as $3,500 some weeks. Since 
dropping vaude, also cutting down 
its own losses, the theatre has been 
grossing around $6,500, with the 
picture’s percentage take now 
usually $1,000. Dropping of the 
vaude has meant a difference of 
$2,500 a week less to the picture 
company, a sister-subsidiary of the 
circuit running the theatre, which 
is not enough to make up for the 
slight reduction in the _ theatre’s 
losses, 

Theatre is saving about $1,000 a 
week by going straight pictures, 
but on the other hand its own pic- 
ture company is losing $2,500. This 
is among the several arguments 
behind the requests for film rental 
reductions, many managers point- 
ing out that an adjustment that 
would permit the resumption of 
vaude would, in the long run, bene- 
fit the film companies on a whole- 
sale scale. 








No Vermont Band Tax 
Burlington, Vt., April 8. 

Traveling dance bands can con- 
tinue to play Vermont without pay- 
ing a tax. 

Bill providing for a tax on such 
organizations entering the state was 
among the unfinished business left 
by the General Assembly when it 
sia aeniamnell 


Teddy Hahn will take to the pit 





(of the Liberty, 


| April 15 with a 14-piece combo. 


picture house of 


Covington, Ky., opposite Cincy, 


Star, Central Go Stock, No N. Y. Spot 
For Wheel, Now Down to Three Weeks 


Central, New York, and Star, 
Brooklyn, withdraw from the Emme 
pire burlesque wheel April 7 and 14, 
respectively, which cuts the roade 
show route to three weeks. Both 
houses are operated by the Raye 


mond family. While dropping tra. 
veling shows, they won't split from 
the wheel entirely, as the stock pole 
icies at both houses will be booked 
through the Herk office. 

Last week another Raymond 
spoke on the Empire wheel, the 
Gayety, Brooklyn, quit the wheel, 
going dark. Two additional with- 
drawals leave the wheel without @ 
New York City stand and confine 


the trip to Washington, Philadel 
phia and Newark. 
Cent 1 on Broadway, which 


opened three weeks ago in op- 
position to two other Times Square 
burlesques, Minsky’s Republic and 
Rudnick’s Eltinge, has been get- 
ting by with the wheel shows, 
but a stock policy will be more 
flexible, the Raymonds figure. New 
lessees obtained the house _ for 
$60,000 a year rent. Minskys paid 
double that amount for the Central 
earlier this season. 


BEER BID FOR FAIR 


Corn Belt Event Has Offer of $1,000 
For Privilege 











Spencer, Ia., April 3. 

Lee C. Dailey, secretary of the 
Clay County Fair association, has 
received an out and out offer of 
$1,000 for the beer vending rights 
for 1933. Tentatively, pending 
later developments, the offer hag 
been turned down by the fair direc. 
tors, 





Long Beach Takes Tent 
Outfits on a Long Ride 


Long Beach, April 3. 

Invasion of Long Beach by tent 
shows and airdromes was spiked by 
the offer of Milton Arthur to stage 
a three-day benefit at the State, 
which resulted in the rescinding of 
a permit given one tent outfit to 
open with dramatic stock for a 
charitable group. Bars are being 
kept up against other canvas 
troupes. 

Arthur’s show will turn over all 

proceeds to the Community Gardens, 
co-op idea that has put 20,000 Long 
Beach unemployed to work raising 
vegetables on vacant plots. 
All local theatres will reopen as 
soon as needed repairs are made, 
State, which is a steel building, 
spent $15,000 to repair plaster and 
firebrick. 





No Payoff in Salt Lake 


Chicago, April 3, 

Burlesque stock company operated 
by Nat Field and Solly Field is 
playing in Salt Lake City at present 
but is not paying salaries, After 
a six months’ engagement in Den- 
ver troupe moved to Utah and 
trouble. 

Several members of the company 
returned to Chicago looking for jobs 
with salaries at the end of the week, 


Placements 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following burlesque placements last 
week: Thelma Friede, Evelyn 
Campbell, Gem, Chicago; Ten Cute 
Tooties, Jessie Rece, Garrick, St. 
Louis; Babe Davis, Katy Weiss, 
Gayety, Milwaukee; Jean Bartmess, 











Grand, Evansville, Indiana; Billy 
‘Boob’ Reed, Mayfair, Buffalo. 
Empire Wheel 
Week April 3 
Beauty Parade—Trocadero, Philadel 


Phia. 

Dimpled Darlings—Star Brooklyn. 
Giris of U. S. A.—Gayety, Washingtom 
Jazztime—Howard, Boston. 

Jingle Jinglie—Empire, Newark. 
Peaches—Central, New York. 





THE BOHEMIAN ART THE ATES H 
World's Largs and Most Beautiful 
MARIONETTE SHOW 
We carry ovr own Electrical Sound 
Equipment for Summer Resort Book- 
ings or Theatres, Fairs and Parks 

anywhere East of the Mississippi. 





Band will be supplemented with | 


vocal talent 


Stephen J. Nawrath, 
Ridgefield Pk., WN. J. 


WRITE OR WIRE: 
310 Teaneck Rd., 
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Tuesday, April 4, 1933 




















a THnowine 


ILLUSION: 
fs The beautiful victim places herself against a 
board for the ordeal. In rapid succession you see 
knives flash from the magician’s hand and plunge 
into the board, framing the girl so closely that 
she cannot move until the knives are removed. 


EXPLANATION: 

Here is one way it is done: As the knife thrower 
raises his arm for the throw he lets the knife go 
over his shoulder into the wings. Continuing the 
gesture, he sweeps his arm forward in the throw. 
A knife instantly appears imbedded in the wood, 
dangerously near the girl’s body. Your eyes tell 
you that it is the same knife the magician threw. 
But they are wrong. The knife that you see is 
another knife. The end of the blade operates on 
a spring pivot cleverly concealed in the board. 
The girl standing against the board presses at the 
right place and a knife is sprung from behind the 
board into position. 


Source: “Magic Stage Illusions and Scientific Diversions” 
by Albert A. Hopkins, Munn & Co. 
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Copyright, 1933, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 


t's fun to be fooled — 


...its more fun to KNOW| 


A clever trick employed in cigarette 
advertising is the illusion that manu- 
facturing processes account for mild- 
ness in a cigarette. 

EXPLANATION: Ali popular ciga- 
rettes are made in much the same 
way. Cigarettes vary greatly in mild- 
ness because they vary greatly in 
the quality of tobaccos used. Mild- 
ness, as well as character and good 
taste, depends upon the quality of 
tobaccos used. 






Ge it is a fact, well known 
by leaf tobacco exper:=. that 
Camels are made from finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE tobaccos 
than any other popular brand. 


This is the most important statement 
ever made in a cigarette advertise- 
ment. 

Weigh its words. Consider what 
it means. It offers you a new measure 
of smoking satisfaction. 

Smoke Camels critically and ijearn 
to appreciate what costlier tobaccos 
can mean to you in mildness, in 
throat-ease ... in added pleasure! 
Other cigarettes, we believe, will 
taste flat and insipid to you for- 
ever after. 
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